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A L  I  

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
Do You Long for Joy? 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

Right now, I am filled with joy 
and very li le voice.  Kind of 
weird, isn’t it?  A football game 
can make me so emo onal.  May‐
be that makes me shallow.  But I 
am not alone in my joy, maybe 
that’s what makes joy special.  
One shares the victory with oth‐
ers. 

Sure, I have watched the winning 
play maybe a dozen mes. What 
really makes me feel the joy is 
the reac on of so many others, 
their joy.  There was a compila‐

on video of Viking fans respond‐
ing to the play.   From a sense of 
here we go again, nearly silent, 

I am wri ng this the day a er the 
MN Vikings beat the Saints on a 
last second miracle touchdown.  

defeated again in the last second, 
he caught it, he scored, we won!  
We won?  We really won!!!!!  
Followed by God’s name used in 
both appropriate and inappropri‐
ate ways as well as the word holy 
preceding a number of words not 
to be men oned in this wri ng. 

What I am trying to say here is 
that we all long for joy, and the 
surprise of a victory, pulled from 
the jaws of defeat, is even sweet‐
er.  This may sound like I am 
pushing it here, but as Chris ans, 
we should not be surprised that a 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  3 
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Pastor Sarah’s Corner 
1st Edi on of:  Things Jesus Didn’t Actually Say 
(No Ma er what Hallmark Tries to Tell Us) 
BY  PASTOR  SARAH  MAYER‐FLATT 

January has been much more of a 
hard month than other Januarys, 
from my recollec on. Sure, 
there’s always the holiday‐let‐
down, but this year it’s been 
more than that. As a community, 
we’ve walked alongside a num‐
ber of our members who are fac‐
ing scary diagnosis’, we’ve loved 
members who are grieving, and 
we ourselves keep discerning 
what it is that God is calling us to 
next in our corner of this world.  

It can feel heavy. Like there’s too 
much weighing on us. Our hearts, 
when weighed down, o en make 
the rest of life feel hard, because 
we are carrying so much pain or 
grief or empathy within our‐
selves.  

And that’s when the old line, 
“God will never give you more 
than you can handle” will slip out 
of someone’s mouth (maybe 
even our own), intending to offer 
us comfort. While there are few 
sentences a ributed to the Bible 
that frustrate me more than this 
one, it’s never said with malice or 
ill‐intent. But as a way to help 
strengthen someone, or to offer 
a promise that “we can do it.” 

You see this sentence, “God will 
never give you more than you 
can handle,” is simply untrue. 
God doesn’t “give” life situa ons 
to us – par cularly bad life situa‐

ons. God is WITH us when we 
are carrying the weight of dis‐
ease, but God did not give us 
cancer so that we can prove our 
faith is enough. God is WITH us 
when we are weighed down in 
our grief, but God did not bring 
to someone so that our prayer 
life might improve. God is WITH 
us in the chaos of our everyday 
lives, but perhaps we are the 
ones who have brought a too‐
busy‐schedule with misaligned 
priori es, and feeling lighter 
might come with me spent in 
Chris an worship and communi‐
ty, or alone in prayer and study.  

When we say “God will never 
give you more than you can han‐
dle,” to someone, or even our‐
selves, we are confusing the 
American belief that if we pull 
ourselves up by our bootstraps, 
or more bluntly, simply “suck it 
up,” we’ll be be er on the other 
side – stronger, wiser, etc. That’s 
an American belief, not a Godly 

one.  

In fact, God gives us the gi  of 
community SO THAT when we 
are weighed down, we are not 
bearing our burdens by our‐
selves. God adopts us into God’s 
family in our bap sms SO THAT 
we will have others to lean on 
when we are in despair. God is 
with us through our community 
SO THAT we will never be alone, 
no ma er what messy reality this 
world throws at us.  

Thanks be to God that we are not 
children of a God who plays with 
our emo ons and tests our 
strength with hard things, but 
instead, we are children of a God 
who is with us, always, through 
our neighbors and families, 
through friends and strangers, 
and meets us right where we are: 
hospital rooms or our bedrooms, 
classrooms or the boardroom, 
worship, the car ride home, and 
even by a loved one’s grave.  

We are children of a God who 
holds us close, not one who gives 
us more to handle on our own.  

See you in church!  
 

  February 10 and 11 — Love Circle will be holding their Annual Bake Sale. 

Proceeds will go to Lutheran World Relief Health Kits.  Come ready to take 
some home delicious baked goods and support our mission to reach out to 
Neighbors across the World with health and personal care items . . . things 
we take for granted. Thank you, Love Circle!!!     

If you would like to bake items for the bake sale, please have them in the 
nook by 4:00 pm on Saturday, February 10th.  See the Second Mile for more 
WELCA ac vi es on Page 10.           
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Karen Hansen is president of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   
Contact Karen at   karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or  402‐616‐1178 

Pastor’s Logos  CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

victory can come out of certain 
defeat.  We know as followers of 
Christ that we already have a vic‐
tory.  This is not the case if you 
are a Viking fan.  Despite what 
many people believe, God did not 
give the Vikings a victory. But it 
sure seemed like it.  

“Ash Wednesday” is February 
14th , a day that we begin a jour‐
ney to the cross, to death and 
the grave, certain defeat.   When 
all seems darkest, when there is 
li le or no hope, something re‐
markable happens.  Shock, sur‐
prise, words like unbelievable 
and amazing can be used.   
Something that is very “Holy” and 

certainly God induced, happens.   
The Son has risen, the tomb is 
empty, death has been defeated, 
the curse is li ed. Victory for all 
of crea on. 

I know that some of you might 
think me being a bit of a here c, 
to compare a football game to, 
well, you know.  But just think 
about it.  The pain, the striving, 
the ups and downs of a game.  
From eternal death to eternal 
life, from suffering to joy.  We 
take this journey together and 
that is what makes the struggle 
more bearable and the victory so 
much more. 

Honestly, I don’t even know if the 

Vikings will make the Super Bowl.   
I am wri ng this ar cle before 
they play the Eagles on Sunday, 
January 21st.  However, if they do 
play in the Super Bowl on Febru‐
ary 4th and they win, I will not be 
alone in my joy.  If they don’t, I 
will not be alone either.   

Easter comes on April 1st, April 
fool’s Day.   Oh, how foolish we 
Chris ans would be if we did not 
have hope in a God who can give 
life, even a er death.   You don’t 
have to be a Vikings fan to be‐
lieve in hope, ask Cub fans!  

Pastor Paul 

This year, Lent begins on 
Wednesday, February 14th, with 
Ash Wednesday. As we move 
into this season of preparing 
our hearts for Jesus’ death and 
resurrec on in our lives, we 
have much planned to help us 
focus and delve deeper into our 
faith together.  

FOR  MORE  ON  OUR  LENTEN  JOURNEY,  SEE  
PAGES   6‐7 

 

Children Are the Hope 

BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

I am a “Glass is Half Full Person”.  I have al‐
ways hoped for the best, looked for the best 
and expected the best.  I know, it’s hard in this 
day and age.  So much is nega ve and just 
plain scary about our world, our country, even 
the state of our church.  But last Sunday, I 
came to St. Paul’s with busses in the parking 
lot from all over Nebraska for a week‐end 
lock‐in.  There were piles of sleeping bags in 
the office and the Family Life Center, and when it came me for 10:30 
worship, the place was packed with middle schoolers.  They came in t‐
shirts and jeans.  They filled the sanctuary with giggles and fist bumps 
and life!!!!!  What I no ced most was that they listened to the message, 
they sang and rocked out to ”Word of God Speak” and “This is the Day”.  
Their voices filled the place sharing the Confession of Faith and the 
Lord’s Prayer.  And the noisy offering had teenagers and toddlers bring‐
ing up their offering.  What a wonderful me for all of us.   When you 
see kids sharing their love for Jesus “who bid the children come”, they 
are the hope.  My glass was not half full . . . it overflowed!! 

A Member’s Perspective: 
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When you open your mailbox, 
including your email inbox, how 
many mes a day are you asked 
to give to a nonprofit?  For me, it 
is o en at least once and during 
the holidays it is some mes five 
or six.  I have to think what rises 
to the top.  Where does my heart 
lie in terms of my financial giv‐
ing?  I can give my me as much 
as my body and mind can with‐
stand, but unfortunately my 
checkbook has a limit.   

I love giving back.  I was taught at 
a young age, even a quarter 
ma ers to someone or an organi‐
za on.  I grew up in a family full 
of a lot of love, but not a lot of 
money.  Yet we found money to 
do the angel tree at Christmas, 
food to donate to the food pan‐
try or families in our community 
in need, money for small dona‐

Stewardship: 
How Does Your Family Give Back? 
BY  MEGAN  MOSLANDER 

ons throughout the year and we 
always had extra people staying 
with us.  How does your family 
give back?  Do you make it a fam‐
ily decision?  Do you discuss your 
giving as a family?  If not, you 
should consider adding this as a 
topic to family discussions.    

As the Director of Development 
and Stewardship at St. Paul’s, one 
of the areas I focus on is how can 
we get individuals and families to 
talk more about giving in a way 
that doesn’t make them uncom‐
fortable.  How can we get par‐
ents to talk about giving me, 
talent and treasure with their 
children?  If you have done this, I 
would love to hear from you!   If 
you are wan ng more infor‐
ma on about how to do this at 
home; a great resource is this 
ar cle from Forbes: How To Talk 

To Your Kids About Charitable 
Giving (h ps://www.forbes.com/
sites/reneemorad/2017/11/30/
how‐to‐talk‐to‐your‐kids‐about‐
charitable‐giving/).   The key steps 
are:  Live by example, Talk o en, 
Start your dialogue early, Be au‐
then c, Let them experience 
what it feels like to prac ce gen‐
erosity.  For example, one family I 
know provides a set amount of 
money to each child. Each child 
gives a set amount to the church 
first and then must use the rest 
for nonprofits that they have to 
research and present the re‐
search to their parents and sib‐
lings.  Then as a family, they also 
go and volunteer at one of the 
nonprofits.  

Giving as a family is a topic that 
St. Paul’s will con nue to discuss 
as we move through 2018.  If 
your family is already doing 
something around giving, contact 
me.  I would love to share your 
story.  Do you have other ideas to 
share about giving and steward‐
ship at St. Paul’s?  Call me at 
402‐669‐0061, email me at 
mmoslander@splcomaha.org,  or 
find me a er church.  I love to 
talk.  I love coffee or ice tea and I 
love to learn more about St. 
Paul’s and our members.    

Megan Moslander is Director of Stewardship and Development 
Contact Megan at  mmoslander@splcomaha.org  or  Cell: 402‐669‐0061      

If you’d like to learn more about 
how to talk about giving, plan to 
a end a cross+genera onal 
gathering on Sunday, March 4 
from 11:30‐2 pm. Linda Staats, 
ELCA Generosity Project Coor‐
dinator and director of Home‐
Grown Faith ministry, will lead 
an interac ve event for all ages 
and help us to explore giving of 
our me, talents, and financial 
resources. Lunch will be 
served. Please email Emily at 
edalen@splcomaha.org to RSVP. 
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gi  to proclaim the Gospel 
unique and powerful ways that 
impact lives and inspire mission.   

Paul works in many se ngs, in‐
cluding congrega ons, schools, 
universi es, seminaries, camps, 
prisons, non‐profits, and more.  
The larger‐than‐life sized murals 
are painted with acrylics on 
stretched canvas.   

See God’s Word come to life as a 
pain ng is created during wor‐
ship! Experience a Drawn to the 
Word worship and ar s c experi‐
ence where Ar st and Pastor 
Paul Oman will paint a larger‐
than‐life sized mural of Deuter‐
onomy 6:4‐9 before your eyes at 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on 
Sunday, February 11 at both the 
8:30 and 10:30 am worship ser‐
vices. This story will unfold ar s ‐
cally, musically, narra vely and 
Scripturally during the event. 
Paul’s pain ngs will kick off our 
Lenten focus on these verses and 
serve as a background during the 
season. Between services, Paul 
will provide an interac ve ac vity 
for all ages to learn about the 
events of Holy Week. This will 
serve as Sunday School for that 
day and parents should plan to 
a end with their kids. All are wel‐
come.  Come and see! Learn 
more about Drawn to the Word 
and Pastor Paul Oman at 
www.paulomanfineart.com 

Paul Oman, ar st and pastor, 
shares his Drawn to the Word 
ar s c ministry with audiences 
ecumenically across the country.  
He served as a science teacher, 
then Lutheran pastor when, in 
2011, he took up work as an ar‐

s c pastor full‐ me.   

Paul seeks to give new vision to 
God’s Word by using the process 
of pain ng to cap vate audienc‐
es in our visually oriented cul‐
ture.  Pain ng and drawing have 
been a part of Paul’s life since 
childhood.  Receiving na onal & 
interna onal recogni on for his 
work in watercolor, Paul uses this 

Paul lives near Amery, Wisconsin with his 
wife, Jana, and their children. 

Special St. Paul’s Event to Kick Off Lent: 
Drawn to the Word 



 Sharing Christ’s Message to Transform All Genera ons                                                                                                                                                                                                  6 

 

Our Lenten focus this year will be based on Deuteronomy 6:4‐9. These 
verses talk about how we can make faith a part of all that we do in our 
daily lives. Throughout the Fall, each step of the FAITH5 was taught 
and prac ced. Now is the me to take those steps outside of the 
church building. How might we have conversa ons with God around 
the dinner table or before bed? What would it look like to share your 
highs and lows as you head to that next ball prac ce or on the way to 
the grocery store?  

On February 11, Pastor Paul Oman 
will join us in worship and create a 
pain ng on canvas for us to keep as 
a visual in worship as we explore 

Lenten Focus—2018 
Wherever We Go, God is There 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these 
words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite 
them to your children and talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are away, when you lie down and when 
you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an em‐
blem on your forehead, and write 
them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.                    

Deuteronomy 6: 4‐9 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 

What’s Happening During Lent? 
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Lenten Devo on Book 

Did you enjoy the Advent Devo on book 
wri en by members of St. Paul’s? Would 
you like to have a book like this for 
Lent? Are you willing to help create it? 
Please click the bu on below if you’d be 
willing to write a short reflec on of an 
assigned Bible text for Lent. Contact 
Emily  at edalen@splcomaha.org if you 
have any ques ons. 

 These devo ons will once again be wri en 
in the FAITH5 format and will be due by 
February 5. 

and discern what it means to 
keep God’s promises with us 
wherever we go.  

We’ll be using different places in 
our everyday lives to help us re‐
member: Wherever We Go, God 
is There. Our inten on is to go 
deeper than Jesus on the Go this 
summer and to remember that 
we can be in holy conversa on 
and me with our families wher‐
ever we are: our cars, our own 
homes, when we’re at work. 
These are all places and mes 
when we can use the FAITH5 
model in our own lives outside of 
the walls of our church building.  

Prayer  
Con nuing our conversa ons and 
teaching about prayer that began 
right a er Christmas, we’ll have 
many ways to prac ce praying – 
with our families, by ourselves, 
and as a community. Keep your 
eyes, ears and hearts open to:  

 A Lenten Devo onal book 
wri en by members of the 

congrega on. There will al‐
so be ac vi es to do with 
your families!  

 Like us on Facebook to 
make sure you catch and 
join our pop‐up and live 
prayers from wherever you 
are. 

 We will be transforming a 
corner of our sanctuary into 
a place with prayer sta ons 
for all people – a sacred 
space within our building to 
pray in different ways, for 
the world, yourself, and 
many others. These will be 
available whenever the 
building is open.  

Service Opportuni es 
We con nue to reach out to our 
brothers and sisters within our 
own community and the larger 
church. During Lent, we’ll be col‐
lec ng BAGS and BOOKS.  

 BAGS: specifically, duffle 
bags. When youth or chil‐
dren in foster care move 

from one home to another, 
they o en do not have a 
bag to carry their belong‐
ings. Duffle bags will give a 
sense of value and purpose.  

 BOOKS: for two different 
places! We con nue to 
need books for our Luther‐
an’s Read program here in 
Omaha. Beyond that, the 
Gathering is collec ng 
books for the youth of Hou‐
ston. There will be more 
informa on and book LISTS 
available soon!  

 A congrega onal‐day of ser‐
vice is in the works. Stay 
tuned!   

In addi on to the many resources 
being offered, be sure to check 
out the Faith at Home page on 
the website where St. Paul’s Pin‐
terest boards are embedded. 
There you will find ideas for pray‐
er and also ways to learn more 
about Lent. Visit 
www.splcomaha.org/faithathome 

Lenten Focus—2018   CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  6 
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Affirma on of  Bap sm Classes in 2018  

Open to ALL  

Signups Coming Soon 

Faith Formation 

 

Connor Allen Zohner 

Son of  

Isaac and Leah Zohner 

born on August 4, 2017 
A Bap sm Anniversary Milestone class was held on Sunday, January 7. Those gathered 
remembered their child’s bap sm day and learned ways to con nue celebra ng the bap‐

sm anniversary each year. Those bap zed within 2017 received books and gi s to help 
them con nue to grow in faith. 

Small Group Ministry During Lent— a 6-week Commitment  

Congrega on‐wide Small Groups 
will begin during Lent.  We are 
offering EVERYONE the oppor‐
tunity to be part of a small group 
to foster rela onships, study, 
connectedness, and discipleship.   

These groups are beginning with 
a 6‐week commitment, with the 
intent that they will con nue to 
grow and develop further a er 
that.  Groups can determine 
when and how o en they will 
meet.  For this first 6 weeks, it is 
suggested to meet weekly, as a 
Lenten Discipline, but a er Easter 
they might meet less o en, de‐
pending on the group’s needs. 

February 4th and 11th, there will 
be sign‐up sheets available in the 
commons.  Each sheet gives in‐
forma on about a small group.  
Each group will have a leader, a 
mee ng place and me, and 
some informa on about the 
group. Choose to sign‐up you or 
your family based on which 
group fits your needs and sched‐
ule best.   

Then, following Mardi‐Gras/ Ash 
Wednesday, each group leader 
will be given the same ques ons 
based around what our congre‐
ga on and community are or 
have been doing, such as “This 

past week in worship we read 
_________.  What did you hear 
in the sermon/music/prayers/
world that has stuck with you?”  
The readings for the week will 
also be given for further Bible 
study.  

We hope that this format will 
give the en re congrega on 
some common ground for grow‐
ing in rela onship with Christ and 
each other.  

If you are willing to be a Small‐
Group Host/Leader, please con‐
tact Pastor Sarah by February 3rd. 
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Do you knit or crochet?  We 
would like to know if you are in‐
terested in becoming a part of a 
special ministry.  It doesn’t in‐
volve mee ngs and the yarn and 
pa erns are supplied.  You can 
par cipate in this ministry while 
watching TV at home!  If mem‐
bers want to gather and s tch 
together at the church or in 
someone’s home we do encour‐
age this type of fellowship but it 
is not required. 

These prayer shawls are given to 

people who are in the hospital, 
nursing homes, or experiencing a 
stressful event in their life.  If we 
can get this ministry expanded 

 

Plan on joining us for soup sup‐
pers to help us get through the 
cold and dark of winter in late 
February and March.  

If you have a group that would 
like to organize and serve a 
meal on Wednesday evenings 
during Lent, please contact the 
church office to set it up. 

402‐895‐3366 

Wednesday Meals  
Resume February 21 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: 
Excited and Looking for Help 

MARDI GRAS HELP NEEDED 
The team is pu ng together details for the Mardi Gras gathering 
which will take place on Tuesday, February 13. They need people 
to help with the following things: 

1. Registra on/check in 
2. Two people that are 21 years of age to hand out a Chalice, 

drink cket and wrist bands.  
3. One addi onal person to help Karla with the wine 

pull. Someone that is 21. 
4. Four people to move auc on items to the checkout area and 

grab auc on items at pick up.  
5. Five individuals helping with electronic bidding 

Please email Nichole at nbaugh@splcomaha.org to help! Thank 
you.  

(we had 5 people volunteer a er 
our December ar cle . . . HOO‐
RAY!!), we will also make these 
shawls available to members who 
know of someone who might feel 
be er wrapped in a shawl made 
with love!  Sharing Christ’s love is 
an important ministry. 

If you have this special talent and 
are willing to par cipate would 
you please let Pastor Sarah know.  
You can also call the church office 
at 402‐895‐3366 or Ginger Han‐
sen at 402‐968‐9913 (leave a 
message and your phone number 
and name).  If you need supplies 
or a pa ern, you can go to the 
church office or call Ginger Han‐
sen.  If you need materials 
brought to you, please contact 
Ginger.  God’s love is shown in 
many ways, this is one way to use 
your talents to spread God’s 
message of caring! 
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The Second Mile: 
Help Those in Need or In a Time of Crisis 

Serving God’s Community 
Coming Soon:  Community Meals    

A coali on of churches in the 
metro area have banded togeth‐
er to serve a very important 
group of God’s people.  The 
homeless and the poor!  Each Sat‐
urday a different church provides 
a meal at First Bap st Church in 
downtown Omaha, located at 
421 Park Avenue, just west of I‐
480 near Leavenworth.  We will 
be serving our next meal on Feb‐
ruary 10. We serve between 75 
and 110 meals if we are able to 
serve seconds.  

How can you help?  We need 2 
teams of 6 members.  The first 
team meets from 9:00 to 11:00 
and prepares the food and the 

second team serves the 
meal from 11:30 un l 1:00.  
Let Mia Young or the church 
office know if you can help.  
We have a sign‐up genius 
program that allows us to send 
you an email aler ng you to 
these meals but we need your 
name and email so you can easily 
volunteer and sign up yourself 
and your family.  You can give 
this informa on to Ginger Han‐
sen or the church office. 

We also need desserts!  Some 
people would like to par cipate 
but cannot do it Saturday morn‐
ing.  If you could prepare a des‐

sert, (cookies, bars, cake) and 
place it in the nook by Friday, 
February 9, it would help us keep 
down the cost of the meal.  You 
can bring it any me and label it 
Community Meals.  We can 
freeze it if you bring it early!  
Bring it to church on the week‐
end and save yourself an extra 
trip. 

Join us and be blessed as well as 
being a blessing.   

On the weekend of February 10th 
the Second Mile offering will be 

collected.  The ministry receiving 
and using the money collected is 
Caring Touch. This commi ee of 
the church is coordinated by the 
women of the church through 
WELCA.  It was established to 

reach out to families of St. Paul’s 
who are in need or in a me of 
crisis.  Members of the congrega‐

on may submit referrals by con‐
tac ng the church office.   

On the weekend of February 24th 
we have the opportunity to sup‐
port the women of the church 
who make the Laye e Kits and 
Sewing Kits for Lutheran World 
Relief.  There are women who 
sew diapers from used t‐shirts 
you donate but there are the 
other supplies like sleepers, dia‐
per pins, blankets etc. that must 
be purchased.  We welcome your 
monetary dona ons this week‐
end, so that we may assemble a 

large number of these kits for 
third‐world countries. Dona ons 
of used large, x‐large and bigger t
‐shirts may be placed any me in 
the wooden bin to the le  of the 
sanctuary in the entrance.   

In March the ministries served by 
the second mile offerings are 
Hospitality and Habitat for Hu‐
manity. 

Thank you for your generous 
offerings each month! 
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St. Paul’s Mission Statement  

 
“Sharing Christ’s Message to  
Transform All Generations” 

 
So what does this mean? 

1.  Sharing means to give something to another we have been given. 
2.  Christ, Son of God, Savior of the world. 
3.  The Message, the Good News, the Gospel. 
4.  Transform, to change. 
5.  All Genera ons, everyone! 

We have been given a gi , something wonderful and powerful to share, something 
life changing.  A message of love and forgiveness, a message of hope and grace!  A 
gi  from God in Christ Jesus.  The transforma on is not our doing but God’s doing 
through God’s Holy Spirit, but we are the messengers of the Good News that chang‐
es the world through the hearts and live of people.  All people, God’s people 
throughout history and beyond, every one of every me and place.  All of us! 

How do we do this, we already are and yet we will need to do more.  Not for our 
sake but for the sake of the world, both near and far.  To the ends of the world and 
Christ will be with us, un l the mission is complete! 
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Sunday, January 7, the youth group went on their annual Ice Ska ng 
and Progressive Dinner. Walking into the ice rink, with clenched and 
sweaty hands, (I always get that way before I go ice ska ng) the thought 
of falling brings a fear of ge ng my fingers run over.  It gets me every 

me!  Each year I go, the more fun I have. While we were ice ska ng, all 
I could think about was hot, cheesy pizza rolls drenched in creamy 
ranch.     

This year, the appe zer round was hosted at Gabe Saigman’s house. We 
were welcomed with delicious chips and salsa, pizza rolls, taquitos and 
French fries that were provided by Sergio Smith.  The food was amaz‐
ing!   

A er appe zers, we bundled up, and went to the next des na on. We 
were greeted at the home of my grandmother, Lynda Nicholson, with 
warm doggie kisses and the smell of garlic.  Here we were served a 
main course of Penne Pasta with Meatballs and a Garlic Marinara sauce, 
salad and garlic bread.  I would have had seconds if the ice cream des‐
sert bar was not stuck in my mind. 

Olivia Palmer’s family hosted our crazy group of youth for the Ice Cream 
dessert bar.  Sundaes . . . with what seemed to be a million toppings.  I 
swear, the fresh brownies and homemade cookies were the best I have 
ever had! 

The hospitality was awesome! The Progressive Dinner and Ice Ska ng 
could not have gone be er . . . I am very thankful to be a part of this 
group of kids! 

Spirit Group Plans Skating, Progressive Dinner 
BY  JACEY  HAMMER 

I a ended the 2018 Middle 
School Gathering at Saint Paul’s 
Lutheran Church and felt that it 
was a great experience for myself 
and others there.  I had a chance 
to spend quality me with friends 
that I know through church as 
well as create new friendships 
with kids from other churches.  It 
was very diverse but cool that we 
could all come together! 

The highlights of the Middle 
School Gathering were the Kelly 
Glow concert, fun at the Kroc 
Center, and growing closer to 
God through worship.  I thought 
that it was pre y awesome on 
Sunday morning to see Saint 
Paul’s Church full of middle 
school students together in pray‐
er.  This experience was exci ng 
and helped me to grow in my 
faith. 

MSG at St. Paul’s-- 
Well Attended 
BY  TORI  KARLOFF 

 Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) 
February 13th 

There are s ll a few ckets le  
and we could always use more 
items to auc on.  The proceeds 
from this really fun me go to 
three areas of ministry here at St. 
Paul’s:  Youth, Children and Fami‐
ly and Worship.  The food and 
drink, the entertainment, the fel‐
lowship and yes, the auc on, 
make for a marvelous me.  All of 
this goes to a very good cause.  
Invite your friends and come cel‐
ebrate “Mardi Gras” and “Let the 
Good Times Roll”!  

The Importance of Friendship 
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St. Paul’s Council met on January 
8th, at 6:30 PM.  Six council mem‐
bers were present, in addi on to 
both Pastor Paul and Pastor Sa‐
rah, and Megan Moslander, from 
the Stewardship Commi ee.   

The December minutes were ap‐
proved, and both pastors shared 
their reports.  Pastor Sarah intro‐
duced new business of naming a 
replacement to travel to the 
ELCA’s Extravaganza this summer, 
in Bogart Nomad’s place.  When 
faced with the no on of forfei ng 
the dollars already spent on his 
registra on, it was recommended 
that April Taggs would be a good 
candidate.  April is already an ac‐

ve middle and high school youth 
leader and is a ending the Hou‐
ston event this summer.  A mo‐

on was made and passed that 
the church will pick up food and 
air fare for her as well.   

Pastor Paul reported on year end 
sta s cs for the ministry.  He em‐
phasized that numbers presented 
are not necessarily the best way 
to gauge ministry, so he spent a 
few moments humanizing these 
numbers for all to understand 
their meaning.  Also that Cross 
Genera onal ministry is a proven 

prac ce at other churches and we 
are focused on building a family 
of faith. It should be expected 
that we will do more with this 
ministry in the coming year. 

Finance–Sco  Custard reported 
on the latest mee ng of the Fi‐
nance Commi ee.  December was 
a good month for income (10% 
above budget) as well as expens‐
es (8.4% below budget).  It is not 
uncommon for the winter months 
to be be er, especially December 
as it is not only year end, but also 
Advent and Christmas.  We did 
not have to use any Long Term 
Reserve funds last month, and 
that balance stands at just over 
$53,000.  The dra  budget for 
2018 was discussed, and it cur‐
rently shows an 8% savings year 
over year.  This will be presented 
at the semi‐annual mee ng.  The 
audit team reported on their task 
of reviewing the financial ac vi‐

es, documents, and procedures 
for the twelve months ending on 
6/30/17.  Their review revealed 
no major problems, and they had 
two main recommenda ons:  

1)The church accoun ng func on 
needs to have documented pro‐
cedures to ensure opera ons 
con nue seamlessly in the 
event of a change in accoun ng 
personnel. 

2)There should also be a formal 
business con nuity plan pre‐
pared.  Both of these projects 
have been started.   

Finally, they wanted to commend 
Dennis S eren’s work as the 
church accountant.  He took over 

the accoun ng func on during a 
difficult me and has done an ex‐
cellent job.  His hard work in 
streamlining process and proce‐
dures deserves recogni on . . . 
Thanks Dennis!      

Mission and Vision–Dan 
Abendroth reported on prepara‐

ons for Mardi Gras.  Plans for 
the event are progressing rapidly, 
and they expect this year’s event 
to be even bigger than last year.  
We hope to see you there on Feb‐
ruary 13th!  

Old Business 
Sco  Custard reported that the 
Security Task Force would be hav‐
ing its first mee ng on January 
14th.  Their mission is to develop 
a comprehensive security policy 
for St. Paul’s, that will address not 
only defensive safety, but also 
disaster safety (fire, tornado, etc.) 
and youth safety.  

Candidates–two sets of candi‐
dates are needed: 
1) Nomina ng Commi ee for the 
next council (July 2018) 

2)Synod Delegates for the annual 
assembly (May 31 ‐ June 2) 

Both sets of candidates will be 
voted on at the semi‐annual 
mee ng.       

New Business 
Details for the semi‐annual 
mee ng were discussed and final‐
ized.   

Dorothy Be s Legacy bequest–It 
was decided to use funds from 

St. Paul’s Council 
Susie S eren, President 

Teresa Campbell, Vice President 

Sco  Custard, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 

Dan Abendroth 

Don Anderson 

Council Highlights: 
What You Need to Know about St. Paul’s 
Submi ed this month by Sco  Custard, Council Treasurer 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  16 
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“The Greatest Showman” rated 
PG‐13, currently in the theaters.  
A musical about P.T Barnum and 
the crea on of the Greatest 
Show on Earth.  The music, the 
dancing, the message are all very 
posi ve and enjoyable.  This 
might not be a totally accurate 
portrayal of what P.T. Barnum 
was all about, but the film has a 
powerful theme, that is quite ap‐
propriate for all of us.  A er you 
watch this film let’s talk.    

½  

“The Post” rated PG‐13, currently 
in the theaters.  This true story 
about the “Pentagon Papers” and 
Washington Post is more than a 
history lesson.  It is also a wake‐
up call to why the fourth estate 
(Freedom of the Press) is a cri ‐
cal part of what our country is 
about.  This film makes you think 
on a number of levels.  Starts 
slow but builds speed pre y fast.  
A er you watch this movie you 
might want to talk about it.   

“Narcos” on Ne lix, a 3‐season 
series rated R for sexual situa‐

ons, drugs and vivid violence.  I 
am not a big fan of this genera of 
television or film, but I was 
hooked and it is quite eye open‐
ing to what the Drug Wars are all 
about.  This is based on a true 
story of the Columbian Drug Car‐
tels and their business of death 
and drugs.  This series is not al‐
ways easy to watch but tells a 
story of greed, unbridled ambi‐

on and how powerful evil can 
be when few stand against it.  I’ll 
bet you will want to talk to me 
a er seeing this.  

½  
Congregation-Wide 

Service Project   
In prepara on for Lent, we 
are collec ng duffel bags be‐
ginning February 1.  The bags 
will go to area youth shelters, 
as kids o en leave these plac‐
es with belongings in a gar‐
bage bag.  There will be a do‐
na on box in the commons 
for collec on. Thank you so 
much! 

Please Donate  
New Duffel Bags 



151515 15                                                                                                                                                                                                                        The St. Paul’s Connec on,  February 2018 

 

FROM THE ST. PAUL’S LIBRARY 
Please explore the church library.  Lots of good reads and DVDs for all 
ages and interests. 

On the second weekend of each month we have Library in the Com‐
mons, but we encourage you to check out a book any me you are at 
the church.  Just fill in the card with the date, your name and phone 
number.  There is also a basket of “free books” on the credenza in the 
back of the library.  These are books that have been culled from the li‐
brary or duplicates of books we have so we want them to find a good 
home.  You may take them and keep them, or put them back in the bas‐
ket when you finish them. 

There is also a shelf of new purchases or dona ons on the top shelf of 
the first bookcase to the le  of the door as you enter the library.  Check 
them out (pun intended)! 

 

Stop by the Book Nook outside 
the sanctuary doors and bor‐
row a book during worship! 
Thanks to money from Mardi 
Gras, there are board books, 
devo ons, and Bibles for all ag‐
es. Please return books a er 
worship.  

Check 
Out the 

New 
Book  
Nook 

Library News 
Book Club  
Come and join us any month on the second Wednesday at 10:00 in the church library.  Even if you haven’t read 
the book we welcome you to come listen! The fellowship is great.  Our selec ons for the rest of the year have 
now been made and a copy of each will be available in the library on the Book Club shelf on the far wall of the 
library. 
February 14th   Nothing to Lose by Lee Childs hosted by Sally Runge 
March 14th    Silver Girl by Elin Hilderbrand hosted by Judy Gray 
April 11th    Vinegar Girl by Anne Tyler hosted by Fran Wi  
May 9th    A Warrior of the People by Joe Star a hosted by Ellie Kuhlmann 
June 13th    Brewster’s Millions by George B. McCutcheon hosted by Sally Runge 
July 11th     Down the Nile Alone in a Fisherman’s Skiff by Rosemary Mahoney hosted by Ginger  Hansen 
August 8th   Book selec on for the next year 

Special note:  Lee Childs, the best‐selling author of the “Jack Reacher” series and also our February selec on 
“Nothing to Lose”, will be the guest speaker at the Baxter Arena on April 11th. He will speak at 7:00 pm as part 
of the Marion Marsh Brown Writers Lecture Series.  He is the third author to par cipate in this program.  Pre‐
viously John Grisham and Cheryl Strayed spoke.  Tickets for this free event need to be claimed in advance at 
the Baxter Arena’s box office, 2425 S. 67th St. Monday through Friday, 10 to 6.    Jack Reacher novels, 22 and 
coun ng, are about a former military policeman. 
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Did you know that you can sup‐
port St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
through Amazon Smile?  Go 
to www.smile.amazon.com and 
search for St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church Millard or just look un‐
der Millard, NE and the church 
will pop up, select it as your 
charity of choice and as long as 
you are shopping under the 
www.smile.amazon.com web‐
site, a percentage of your Ama‐
zon purchases will support our 
church! 

 

How it works:  

Step 1 
Hundreds of local schools, 
teams and nonprofits ask their 
supporters to download and 
use the TAGG app to help them 
raise money.  

Step 2 
They visit par cipa ng busi‐
nesses, and take a picture of 
their receipt.  

Step 3 
They choose which school, 
team or cause to support. The 
business donates 5%.  

Turn ALL of your fans into TAGGers 
Learn more at www.TogetherAGreaterGood.com 

TAGG (T  A G  G ) ‐ M  A  

Download TAGG's mobile app today! TAGG's 
mobile app revolu onizes the way you can 
support our church. When you use the app 
at par cipa ng businesses, they will donate 
5% to your favorite non‐profit, school, team 
or other organiza on of choice! Through 
social media integra on, you can influence 
your friends and family to take part in the social good as well. Down‐
load the app, and start TAGGING! 

 

Council Highlights 
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  13 

this gi  to pay for the 2018 Com‐
munica ons Salary.   

Living Grace Church–The council 
voted to open a faith discussion 
with Living Grace, and Pastor 
Paul and Don Anderson will be 
reaching out to Living Grace's 
Pastor and President. 

Finishing lower level of Family 
Life Center–Trinity Classical Acad‐
emy has presented some ideas 
for finishing the basement.  They 
have been a good tenant, and 
they have plans for significant 
growth.  The council approved of 
a commi ee to meet with Trinity 
and discuss the poten al oppor‐
tunity.  Joel Christensen will 
begin this process.      

As always, the council welcomes 
ques ons and concerns from any 
member of the congrega on.  
We invite your prayers as we 
seek God’s wisdom and will in 
this place!  

   

 

Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
h ps://twi er.com/splcomaha 

h ps://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
h ps://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

The St. Paul’s Connec on  
is a publica on of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402‐895‐3366 
Publica on deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Ar cles/photos/sugges ons may 
be submi ed to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 
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February 3—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 
Communion—John & Shannon Fonda 

Sid Rames 
Greeter—Mike & Wanda Johnson 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Video—Jeanette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Gary Norenberg, Dennis Verdick 
 
 

February 4—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Maycee Parsons, Madison Querry 

Cantor-Erin Rodgers 
Communion—Sheryl Koile 
Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Greeter—Ken & Karen Mass 
Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Ken & Karen Mass 
Reader-Fran Witt 

Video—Jayda Hammer 
Audio—Bill Koile 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 
Bill Averman 

 
 

February 4—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Andi Anneberg, Katie McGraw 
Communion—Scott Custard, Julie Hilger, 

Jay & Sue Schroeder, Jan Wilson, 
Ted & Donna Luedke 

Greeter—Tim & Jennifer Collins, 
Joel & Colleen Christensen 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 
Prayers– As Assigned 

Reader-Joel Christensen 
Video—Aaron Kreun 
Audio—Bryan Kreun 

Usher—Grant Renken, Jeff Hohenstein, 
John Keim, Cory Juma 

 
 

February 10—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Cole Renken, Cami Renken 

Greeter—Pat Whitham 
Reader-Kristi McKamy 

Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—Bill Jaquith, Dave Smith 
 
 

February 11—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Maycee Parsons, Madison Querry 

Cantor-Janet Henthorn 
Greeter—Donna Lewis, fran Witt 

Hospitality-Anna Mae Wamre 
Reader-Patrick Runge 
Video—Lou Jorgeson 

Audio—Randy Mayer-Flatt 
Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 

Bill Averman 
 

February 11—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Will Woehler 

Greeter—Tony & Judy Gray, 
Larry & Gloria Bartels 

Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Reader-Ted Luedke 

Video—Hunter Manzer 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—Gary McDonald, Jay Schroeder, 
Scott Custard, Cory Juma 

 
 

February 17—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Malia Reynolds, Madison Querry 

Communion—Marie Witthoft, Karla Neemann, 
Bev Steinbaugh 

Greeter—Vicky Marquardt 
Reader-Marie Witthoft 

Video—Lia Miller 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Gary Norenberg, Todd Whitham 
 
 

February 18—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Malia Reynolds, Madison Querry 

Cantor-John Schumacher 
Communion—Cory & Kathy Juma 

Greeter—Sally Runge, Patrick Runge 
Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Reader-Jodie DeSordi 
Video—Lia Miller 

Audio—Arno Neben 
Usher—Bill Averman, John Kuehl, 

Norm Bensinger 
 
 

February 18—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Mana Paga, Malia Reynolds 
Communion—Doug & Bev Renken, 

Gary & Ardis McDonald, Tammy Aden, 
Kathy Bruneteau, Cathy Bourne 
Greeter—Alex & Tami Williams 

Gary & Ardis McDonald 
Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Reader-Barb Hough 
Video—Piper Oberdin 
Audio—Doug Rothgeb 

Usher—Alex Williams, Jeff Hohenstein, 
John Keim, Jay Schroeder 

 
 

February 24—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Cami Renken, Cole Renken 

Greeter—Judy Petersen 
Reader-Vicky Marquardt 
Video—Tammy Bauman 
Audio—Willie Bauman 

Usher—Bill Jaquith, Dennis Verdick 
 
 
 
 

February 25—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Will Woehler 

Cantor-Allen Darell 
Greeter—Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Hospitality-Nancy Steil 
Reader-Donna Snowdon 

Video—Cole Renken 
Audio—John Snowdon 

Usher—John Kuehl, NormBensinger, 
Bill Averman 

 
 

February 25—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Tori Karloff, Alex Karloff 
Greeters—4th Grade Sunday School 

Hospitality-Barb Hough 
Reader-4th Grade Student 

Video—Grant Renken 
Audio—Randy Mayer-Flatt 

Usher—Jay Schroeder, Scott Custard, 
Gary McDonald, John Bourne 

Worship Servants for February, 2018 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


