


Throughout the last few months, St. Paul’s has been focusing on FAITH5(www.faith5.org) which is a way 

to help people connect with others and make faith a part of their daily life. The steps of FAITH5 are:  

Share: Share your highs and lows of the day or answers to another question 

Read: Read a Bible passage 

Talk: Talk about that passage and how it may relate to your highs and lows 

Pray: Pray for those highs and lows and anything else on your mind 

Bless: Offering a blessing to someone you know to remind them of God’s great love 

This devotion book is a continuation of this focus. The devotions are written by members of the 

congregation and are based on the assigned lectionary readings for each day during Advent. You will 

hear many of these readings during worship. This book gives you an opportunity to take those readings 

home and continue to discuss what you hear and learn.  

The devotions will hopefully help those in your household to connect with each other and prepare for 

the arrival of our Savior, but will also connect us as a congregation. Through reading of the assigned 

texts, we’re also connected to other churches around the world. 

Use this book at breakfast or when you going on a trip. Make it part of your dinner discussion or call a 

friend and ask the SHARE question. Maybe the entire assigned reading is too long for your little ones, 

but use the pray for that day as you tuck him or her into bed. 

May this book bless you and those you love. Share it with others. Look for devotions online on the 

church website (www.splcomaha.org) or on Facebook.  

 

FAITH5 © Faith Inkubators, All Rights Reserved, www.faithink.com | www.faith5.org  
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November 30  

Emily Dalen 

 

Share: Talk about a time when a broken thing was made new. This could be a broken toy, arm, 

relationship, or whatever comes to mind. 

 

Read: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

“Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the 

cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save 

us! Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. O Lord God of hosts, how long will you 

be angry with your people’s prayers? You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to 

drink in full measure. You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.” 

 

Talk: My daughter and I like to watch HGTV. We love those shows where people take old, falling down 

houses and make them new. We’re always amazed when Chip and Joanna, or whomever happens to be 

on that day, walk into a house that few would choose to live in and see a great vision for what could be. 

Trash is cleaned up. Walls are knocked down. Shiplap and gorgeous tile are added and before long, this 

dilapidated house looks like something out of a magazine. The house has been restored. 

 

The refrain from this psalm caught me. When I think of the troubles of our world, the natural disasters, 

the arguments over politics, racial tension, immigration, bullying, comparison, mental health issues and 

on and on and on…Something in me cries out, “Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that 

we may be saved.” This prayer is offered during a time when God feels far away, but the person 

remembers what God has done in the past. The person crying out trusts that God can bring change. God 

can heal us. We can be made new. 

 

As we wait this Advent season, let us ask God to restore those things in our lives that are broken. Ask 

God to take the rubble that’s built up and create something beautiful. Let your face shine, God, that we 

might be saved.  

 

Pray: Use the refrain from the psalm as you list those things that you’d like God to restore. A few 

examples: 

 

For my friend whose daughter is hurting…“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we 

may be saved.” 

 

For those who lost so much during hurricane Harvey…“Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face 

shine, that we may be saved.” 

 

Bless: May God’s face shine on you so that you might be restored. 

 

 



December 1 
April Taggs 

 

Share: Share what family means to you and who you consider to be a part of your family. 

  

Read:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 

may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 

so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of 

the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those 

who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound 

of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, 

who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 

will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.” 

 

Talk: As a kid, one of my favorite times of the year was Christmas time.  Of course waking up to presents 

was always on my mind, but what was always my favorite was getting together with all of my cousins 

the weeks before to celebrate as a family.  We’d play together, run around outside at my Grandma’s, eat 

lots of food and goodies and always have the best time together!  Over the years, it became harder and 

harder for our family to come together around Christmas time.  With games and tournaments, the 

craziness of High School, going off to college, and other events that filled our lives and our calendars, 

eventually we stopped getting together and seeing everyone at Christmas time.    

 

While reading through these verses, I immediately began thinking of the family members that have 

passed away and how great it’s going to be to be able to see them again!  And after reading through 

verse 17 a couple more times, I began thinking of this as more of a family reunion!  A giant family 

Christmas like the ones I remember as a kid!  Where everyone is there again and we can laugh and be 

together again!  

 

I challenge you to pause amongst the Christmas-frenzy that is soon to hit us, and to think of the family 

reunion that will one day be there for us!  How amazing is that going to be?!?  

 

Pray: Heavenly Father, You have blessed us with a large family whether that is the family that we are 

born in to on this earth, or the family that we find within your church.  Thank you for giving us these 

people that have blessed us with their time, love, and care.  Please continue to show us how big your 

family is through the Advent season.  Amen.  

  

Bless: May God give you peace as you think of those family that are near or far, here with us or in our 

hearts.   

 

 

 



December 2  
Toni Flermoen 

 

Share: What has been a challenge for you this week? 

 

Read: Psalm 80:17-19 

“But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself. Then 

we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. Restore us, O Lord God of 

hosts;  let your face shine, that we may be saved.” 

 

Talk: Shortly before my mom passed away, I was out of a job (a mutual decision between me and my 

employer). It was the beginning of almost four years of hard financial times. My spirit was broken, not 

only by my mother’s death, but also by loss of income. My husband did not offer much emotional 

comfort, which added to my sadness. Looking back on all of this, from where I am now, I know that God 

was in control. He always was and still is. Even in a world full of turmoil caused by violence and tragic 

weather conditions, God is with us, and will make this world a better place. God shines his face on us 

and all is made new again. 

 

Pray: For my friends’ baby daughter born two months premature, Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let 

your face shine, that we may be saved. 

For my son who is experiencing the same financial burdens that I did in the past, Restore us, O Lord God 

of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

(Insert your own prayers) Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

 

Bless: May God’s face shine so that you may be restored. 

 

December 3 

Jeff and Maribeth Hohenstein 

 

Share:  What are you thankful for today?  

 

Read:  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my[a] God 

always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you 

have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has 

been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 

on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 

Talk:  This reading is about Thanksgiving! Paul gives thanks to God for the love and grace that has been 

given to the church of God in Corinth. We feel the same way! We are thankful for many good friends 



here at St Paul’s.  

 

Together we are called to use the gifts God has given us. God will support us and stand by us. He 

provides us with all that we need! A few examples of gifts come to mind, such as singing, reading 

scripture, teaching the children, serving meals, making quilts, and pounding nails. What gifts do you 

have to share? No matter what they are, it is important to know that God is with you always, in 

everything you do.  He is faithful and wants each of us to be in fellowship with each other using our gifts, 

growing stronger in faith together.   

 

Pray:  Pray for God to show you what your gifts are and ask Him to help you to use them to bless others. 

 

Bless:  May you be blessed with God's grace and peace today and always. 
 

December 4 
Tom Wilson 

 

Share: Talk about a place where you feel the presence and power of God. 

 

Read: Micah 4:1-5 

“In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations shall come and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us 

his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 

the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong 

nations far away; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall all sit 

under their own vines and under their own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of 

the Lord of hosts has spoken. For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the 

name of the Lord our God forever and ever.” 

 

Talk:  Generally one of the places that I absolutely know there is a God is in the mountains.   First, it was 

via a train journey to California when I was about 7 years old, later driving through Estes Park in 

Colorado, the Blue Canadian Rockies, the volcanic mountains in Hawaii, or the Green Mountains in 

Vermont.  I also find that it’s easy for me to invoke the same sense now, just by viewing photos, or my 

home screen saver, or from various musical passages. 

 

These verses emphasize that in the last days the Lord’s kingdom will be on the highest mountain peak 

with all people coming together in peace. Where else would we expect to finally see him revealed to us?    

These verses also reminded me of the famous line, “his joy that all people will unite in God’s kingdom on 

the mountain top” from Martin Luther King’s I Have a Dream Speech.  

 



As we prepare for this Advent season, help us recall where we know God is for us and use that imagery 

to open your heart to his grace and love. 

 

Pray:   As you pray, use the last phrase of the verse , “…we will follow the Lord our God forever and 

ever.”  

 

Some examples: 

For the Veterans, current active military and their families: Thank you for your service and sacrifice that 

helps us have the freedom to follow the Lord forever and ever.”   We pray that your service will be 

honored and your needs readily met. 

 

For the victims of the hurricane in Puerto Rico: We pray that you get assistance that you need and 

deserve, and that you can find comfort that the Lord God is forever and ever. 

 

Bless:  May you find peace in God’s majesty here on earth! 

 

December 5 
Patrick Runge 

 

Share: Talk about a time where you felt like the world was unfair and working against you, but you were 

patient and felt God’s mercy. 

 

Read: Psalm 79 

“O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple; they have laid 

Jerusalem in ruins. They have given the bodies of your servants to the birds of the air for food, the flesh 

of your faithful to the wild animals of the earth. They have poured out their blood like water all around 

Jerusalem, and there was no one to bury them. We have become a taunt to our neighbors, mocked and 

derided by those around us. How long, O Lord? Will you be angry forever? Will your jealous wrath burn 

like fire? Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you, and on the kingdoms that do not call 

on your name. For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation. Do not remember against us 

the iniquities of our ancestors; let your compassion come speedily to meet us, for we are brought very 

low. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your 

name’s sake. Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?” Let the avenging of the outpoured blood 

of your servants be known among the nations before our eyes. Let the groans of the prisoners come 

before you; according to your great power preserve those doomed to die. Return sevenfold into the 

bosom of our neighbors the taunts with which they taunted you, O Lord! Then we your people, the flock 

of your pasture, will give thanks to you forever; from generation to generation we will recount your 

praise.” 

 

Talk: Sometimes it feels like the whole world is going wrong, doesn’t it? Whether it’s at work, at school, 

in entertainment, in politics, or anywhere else, sometimes it seems like up is down, and the people who 

do the wrong things get all the glory.  

 



When that happens, sometimes it’s hard to be faithful. Sometimes, it’s easy to think God has forgotten 

about you when you feel frustrated. Sometimes it’s easy to think that God is punishing you by 

prospering those you find distasteful. 

 

It’s at times like these when we need to lean on our faith the most. We need to ask God to forgive us for 

our failings and for being arrogant enough to think that God’s plan for the world should conform to our 

narrow vision. 

 

Advent is a time of patience, waiting for the birth of the Messiah. When we are confronted with 

frustrations in this world, let us have an Advent spirit of holy patience and remember that we are loved 

by God and part of His plans. Even when we can’t see the how and can’t understand the why, let our 

Advent hearts surrender our frustration to God’s loving care. 

 

Pray: When you feel angry or frustrated by the world, or by things in your life, remember the words of 

the Psalmist: 

 

“Let the sighing of the prisoner come before thee; according to the greatness of thy power preserve 

thou those that are appointed to die.” 

 

Bless: May the quiet patience of the Advent season still the anger and frustration that burns in all of our 

human hearts. 

 

December 6 
Bogart Nomad 

 

Share: What is the safest place you can go to for comfort and solace in times of trouble? Is it the same 

place when life is good? 

 

Read: Luke 21:34-38 

“ “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 

worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 

escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

Every day he was teaching in the temple, and at night he would go out and spend the night on the Mount 

of Olives, as it was called. And all the people would get up early in the morning to listen to him in the 

temple.” 

 

Talk: In the summers of my middle school years I would pass time on the long lazy days riding my three 

speed banana seat metallic green bicycle all over the neighborhood. As a newly baptized seventh grader, 

I would usually find myself at my church and the school playground next to the stain glass shadows. 

Some days I would shoot baskets on the outside goal, even though I had my old hoop in my driveway. 

The school building was always quiet, but the church always had a buzz to it. If Pastor’s car was there, I 



knew his office would be humming with activity and spiritual disturbance. I was content to just be near 

the place on those non Sundays.  

 

In my high school years, I would have my first job as “caretaker” of these buildings on Saturdays when 

the YMCA would rent our gym for all day games. It was then I had full access to my wanderings through 

the mostly calm places of worship and solitude. I would even use the time to put together our youth 

group newsletter on the mimeograph machine to hand out once a month.  

 

I was always drawn to the people of the church and the amazing fellowship. At other times, I saw my 

church and school as a place of safety and comfort that asked nothing of me, but gave me peace and a 

home away from home.  

 

Pray: Lord help me see you in all places and all people.  

 

Bless: Lord bless me when I am in places alone and in places with others.  

 

December 7 
Jeff and Crystal Henrichsen 

 
Share: Talk about a time when you were not feeling good, physically, emotionally or spiritually. Then 
you turn to God for help during these painful times and you feel better. God brings you through this 
pain. God is all around us.  
 
Read: Hosea 6:1-6 
“ “Come, let us return to the Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; he has struck down, and 
he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live 
before him. Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will 
come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.” What shall I do with you, O 
Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a morning cloud, like the dew that goes 
away early. Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
and my judgment goes forth as the light. For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of 
God rather than burnt offerings.” 

Talk: Sometimes as humans we have difficult times. We see difficult situations on the news or face to 
face, or at school we have to deal with bullies. God is always around to help us with those difficult 
situations. We need to know he will not leave us. His love will prevail through these troubling times. God 
comes to us in the most unusual ways. When you think about that horrible shooting that happened to 
the church in Texas. The mom of the young teenage girl shot stated specifically to pray, turn to God in 
our times of pain. That mom knows God and knows his love, and she trusts fully that he will pull her 
through losing her daughter. These situations can be emotionally and physically draining. They can pull 
you away from God if you are not careful. During these times we must focus on God and his love will pull 
us through.  

At school dealing with bullies can be very difficult these days. Turning to God’s love during those times 
will bring you through it and help you to overcome the pain of the bully.   



Pray: God please help us to turn to you during difficult times and always let us feel your love around us.  

Bless: May you always feel God’s love rain down on you.  
 

December 8 
Susie Stieren 
 
Share:  Tell each other one special, unique thing about yourself. 

 

Read: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

“Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before 

you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! 

Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a 

boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. Do not be 

afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and 

touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I 

appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.” 

 

Talk:  Before each of my 3 children was born, I imagined what they would be like. Girl or boy? Blue eyes 

or brown? Musical? Athletic? Studious? I wondered…but God KNEW. He knew each of them inside and 

out before they were even born. He also gave each of them a purpose, and he gives them everything 

they will ever need to fulfill that purpose. 

 

When God called Jeremiah, He reminded him that “before you were born I set you apart”. God blessed 

him with the words he would need to fulfill his calling, and he also promised to be with him. “I am with 

you and will rescue you.” God had a plan for Jeremiah’s life, and the preparation for it began before he 

was even conceived.  God worked through his parents and the generations before, so the world was 

ready for what Jeremiah would bring to it. God prepared the way for Jeremiah, just as He prepared it 

before Jesus was born for us. He has prepared the way for each of us, too! He made each of us special, 

and promises to be with us as we carry out his good plans in the world.  

 

Pray:  Father, thank you for being a God who knows us by name.  Thank you for creating us to be special.  

Be with us and guide us to fulfill your purpose in our lives.  Amen. 

 

Bless: May you always know how special you are!  

December 9 
Pastor Sarah Mayer-Flatt 
 
Share: Talk about a place you used to call home. Or, talk about a place that feels like home.   
 
Read: Ezekiel 36:24-28  



“I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own 
land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from 
all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will 
remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, 
and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land 
that I gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.”  
 
Talk: Two summers during seminary, I was a chaplain at Caroline Furnace Lutheran Camp, in the 
mountains of Virginia. One week each summer we welcomed kids who were in foster-care or from low-
income families to come to camp. These brave campers, from first through eighth grade, came from 
across the state, knowing no one, with nothing but the clothes and shoes they were wearing. Churches 
from the synod provided them with sleeping bags and toiletries, bathing suits, clothes, bug spray and 
sunscreen; everything needed to enjoy a week of camp.  
 
Watching these kids shed their fears of not being good enough, their anxiety of not having enough, their 
worries about not belonging, was wonderful. But to be singing and swimming and creating pieces of art 
and teaching them about God’s love for each of them, with the help and experiences of all the staff each 
summer, was transformative. These weeks were by no means our easiest weeks, but they were our 
most worthwhile. Because during those weeks, we always got messy, we always witnessed hearts 
breaking open in joy over forgiveness and grace, and we came together as the family of God. 
 
This reading from Ezekiel is full of actions and fleshy imagery. God gathers us, cleanses us to make us 
holy, gives us new hearts that seek love and justice, and then promises to always be our God. Jesus 
came to earth as an infant – with a fleshy heart, born in the mess of a manger, and gathered disciples 
and apostles throughout the land that belonged to God so that ultimately, the promise, “you shall be my 
people, and I will be your God,” would be one that unites all people and does not separate us from one 
another.   
 
Pray:  

- To thank God for the places you call home.  
- To ask God to protect children and youth who are orphans, in foster care, awaiting adoption, or 

live in danger. 
- To admit and ask forgiveness for the things that make your heart feel heavy.   
- To remember every day that you are a loved child of God. 

 
Bless: Dip your fingers in water, either from a small bowl, or the bathtub, bathroom sink, or kitchen 
faucet. Make the sign of the cross + on your forehead and the foreheads of your family, saying: You 
belong to God, + and God will never abandon you. 
 

December 10 
Judy Bergman 
 
Share: Talk about watching a new house being built and how the ground was prepared for building. 

Think also of roadways. How was the ground made ready? Talk about a dark, scary or lonely time in your 

life when you were in the “valley.” What made that valley “level” again? 

 

Read: Isaiah 40:1-11  



“Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain shall be made low; the rough ground shall become level 

and the rugged places a plain.” (vs. 4) 

 

Talk: Years ago when I lived and taught in a very primitive country in Africa, travel along the rough roads 

was difficult, and sometimes impossible. A Christian organization call Missionary Aviation Fellowship 

was asked to come to our mission field to make travel easier and faster between mission stations. 

Before the trained pilot and small Cessna could come, landing strips had to be prepared. They had to be 

a certain length and width. An open field was chosen and clearing the runway began. It was often 

difficult because the open field would contain termite mounds. The mounds could reach 6 feet high and 

the structures were packed hard. With only a machete to dig and chop away at the structure, the work 

was tedious. At last, the landing strips were completed and the pilot and airplane arrived, making life 

easier for the missionary. 

 

The scripture passage is considered prophecy for the coming of Jesus. In verse, 3 the prophet announces 

that someone will come to prepare the way for Jesus, namely John the Baptist. Then Jesus will come to 

smooth out the rough places and bring salvation to the world. The mountains or barriers in our lives will 

be brought low and valleys made level. 

 

As I was thinking about this passage over the last few weeks, the strains of “The Messiah” have been 

running through my head. The above scripture is in the first part of the masterpiece along with other 

prophecies in the Bible. It is believed that the composer, George Frederick Handel, wrote the music for 

the entire oratorio in 24 days in a “fervor of divine inspiration.” At the end, he wrote, “To God alone be 

the glory.” 

 

Pray: Use the phrase Handel used as you think of incidents in your life when you did the best you could, 

or you got a good grade in school, or you got to participate in sports, or you realized the valley you were 

in became raised up. 

 

For helping me pass my math test… “To You alone be the glory” 

 

For the doctors and nurses that helped my grandma get well… “To You alone be the glory” 

 

Bless: Lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid. (vs. 9) 

 

December 11 
Pastor Paul Coen 
 
Share:  Talk about a time when you’ve change your mind or opinion about another person and why. 

 

Read:  Acts 2:37-42 

“Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 

the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 



calls to him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 

from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about 

three thousand persons were added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” 

 

Talk:  My best friend Dave stood up with me when I married my wife Jane. He and his wife Bev are God-

parents to our son Michael. I was asked to preside at the wedding of their daughter and we are truly 

best friends, but this was not always true. 

 

When I first met Dave at seminary we were assigned to the same Greek study group.  All Lutheran 

seminarians are required to learn Greek which is the language of the New Testament.  Two years of 

Greek in five weeks, six days a week, 8 hours of in class study, and almost 12 hours or homework.   In 

other words I saw a lot of Dave and he drove me nuts. 

 

Dave was loud, had a big personality, always had an opinion and could be a bit competitive.  Clearly he 

was the opposite of me.  Not really, but he just drove me nuts.  I tried to avoid him for about a year, but 

we were in every class together.  He was just annoying.   

 

When our son Aaron was born he had major heart problems.  We had to spend a lot of time at the 

hospital in Iowa City which was 90 minutes from Dubuque, Iowa.  Dave and Bev watched our oldest 

daughter Anne when we were with Aaron in the hospital.  Dave would come and visit us, sit with us, and 

pray with us as Aaron went through numerous surgeries. Dave was always there and he wasn’t annoying 

at all. Dave and Bev would cook us meals, make sure Anne didn’t feel abandoned, and help me keep up 

with my classes when I couldn’t make it to class. 

 

The guy who I couldn’t stand became must best friend.  His care and commitment, his faithfulness and 

love for us, changed my mind and heart. I couldn’t asked for a better friend. Thank God we have come 

around to seeing what really is good in our lives. 

 

Pray:  Open my eyes that I may see your love in new ways through others.  Guide me with your light and 

love. Send your Spirit to remind me of how blessed we are in you.  Amen!  

 

Bless:  May God’s Word be a reminder to you every day of God’s Grace and love given to you!  

 

December 12  
Jeff and Crystal Henrichsen 
 
Share: Talk about a time when you have worried about something such as: a bully at school or 

workplace, bad test score either at school or health wise, or large debt you are having problems paying 

off.  

 

Read: Psalm 27 

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom 

shall I be afraid? When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— my adversaries and foes— they shall 



stumble and fall. Though an army encamps against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up 

against me, yet I will be confident. One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house 

of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. For he 

will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will set 

me high on a rock. Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent 

sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be 

gracious to me and answer me! “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek. Do not 

hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. Do not 

cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will 

take me up. Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. Do not give 

me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are breathing out 

violence. I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; be 

strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” 

 

Talk: When we were newlyweds we had some bad news given to us. My husband was diagnosed with 

cancer. At that point, it was very difficult because you didn’t know what points you were at or how hard 

and long you were going to have to fight. Then there was the future after the diagnosis. We wanted a 

family. We cried out many a night, praying to God why he sent us on this path?  You think, what have I 

done to deserve this punishment? Since the diagnosis, we have had three beautiful children and we 

have enjoyed travels we probably wouldn’t have done because we would have thought differently. We 

have started an organization to get the word out about his type of cancer in the local area. We have 

made countless friends throughout the process. If we would not have had God during that time, it would 

have been so painful, lonely and isolated.  

 

Pray: Lord, please be with all the people going through a difficult time. Don’t let them forget you are 

near them. Please pray for the spouses, children, family and friends of those dealing with difficult times. 

Lord, help comfort and reassure them of your love and the power.  

 

Bless: May you see God through your pain.  

 

December 13 
Jamie Querry 
 
Share:  Tell about a time when you had to prepare for something.  It could be a party, a big school 

project, maybe planning a birthday party or preparing for a new baby!  What did you do?   

 

Read:  Luke 1:5-17 

“In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 

order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were 

righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. 

But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. 

 

Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, 

according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at 



the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside. Then there 

appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah 

saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name 

him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the 

sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the 

Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of 

Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” ” 

 

Talk:  Our family is currently getting ready for our first trip to Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida and 

even though this trip has already taken countless hours and lots of research to prepare for, we still have 

lots to do. Luckily, our excitement and growing wish lists of rides to go on and food to taste keep us 

looking forward to the arrival of this vacation. We’ve heard countless first-hand experiences though that 

we’ll need a vacation just to recover from Disney World, but that hasn’t deterred us yet! One thing 

special about this vacation for me is being able to experience this through my children’s eyes as well as 

my husband and his family. I’ve been to Disney World a few times with my parents when I was younger 

so this experience is truly going to be different for me to see Disney World through others. When the 

girls were told we were going to Disney World as a family the pure joy, excitement and their nightly 

dreams of what they would get to see began to flow over into our everyday activities. My oldest and I 

would Pinterest anything and everything we could related to Disney, my middle daughter began to 

watch and study all the Disney movies we had as if there was going to be a final test she would have to 

take before we get on the plane and my youngest, well, she’s just excited! This put a lot of pressure on 

me, in a good way, to make this a great event for our family as I was tasked with preparing and planning 

the vacation for all. I’m hopeful and faithful that this will be a great vacation but I’m also being realistic 

and know that we will have meltdowns, “hangry” experiences and possibly flight delays, but it’s all going 

to be just fine and it’s about the memories.  

 

This text depicts the events that took place leading up to the birth of John the Baptist, who as you may 

remember, plays a huge role in the life of Jesus and preparing the people for His coming. Zechariah is 

met by an angel of the Lord who gives him news of an exciting event that will happen to him and his 

wife. They are to bear a son even though his wife Elizabeth wasn’t able to have children. I can only 

imagine how Zechariah felt when he was told that he would have a son given to him from the Lord. I’m 

sure any new father or mother for that matter would have similar feelings such as worry, fear, 

excitement, love and anxiety all at the same time. His and his wife’s prayers were finally answered.  

What a miracle! Some may say Zechariah and his wife had it pretty easy though. They were given strict 

instructions on how to raise their son, including what to name him. The angel that appeared even gave 

some insight into what his future would look like and what he was to do as a servant to the Lord. They 

didn’t have to research anything or worry about planning their son’s life. Yet I’m positive, as any parent 

would agree, there is still much to prep before a baby comes along. Oh the excitement Zechariah had 

and his wife Elizabeth must have felt. Do you think he replayed that encounter with the angel over and 

over in his head? Do you think he researched all he could about raising a son? Do you think he 

questioned if he would be the best father and would he raise his son according to the Lord’s desire? I 

feel so closely connected with Zechariah in this text. Oh what he must have been thinking and hoping 



for. Amazingly, John grows up exactly as God intended and helped prepare for even more great things to 

come. 

 

In this Advent season it’s important to remember what is to come and what we are patiently waiting for 

which is that exciting event of Jesus Christ being born. There is so much we can do to prepare for an 

event that we’re looking forward to. However, it doesn’t matter if all the presents get wrapped the right 

way, or if you can’t make your famous pie because someone else already signed up to bring one, or if 

you can’t celebrate Christmas on Christmas Day because of certain circumstances. The point is, at the 

end of the day, everything works out how God intends it to. At the end of Advent, whether you go to the 

church service and hear it yourself or not, guess what? Jesus Christ is born. (Sorry if that was a spoiler 

alert!) Keep that in mind in the future too, not just in this season, because it holds true all year round. I 

love when people look forward to things in their lives such as birthdays, weddings, vacations, etc 

because it’s how God intended it to be. Just as God intended for John the Baptist to be born to 

Zechariah and Elizabeth, and just as God intends it for me to make it through Disney World, it will all be 

perfect in His eyes. 

 

Pray:  Lord, thank you for the blessings of things we have to look forward to in our lives whether they be 

in the past or yet to come. Help us realize in this Advent season the greatest event of all which is the 

birth of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Help us patiently wait for his arrival and prepare for His coming.  

Give our hearts peace knowing everything works out as you intend it to be just like Zechariah was 

intended to have a son.   

 

Bless: Child of God, Jesus loves you and I do, too. 

 

December 14 
Stacy Kreun 

 

Share: Talk about times when you have to wait. Now we are waiting for Christmas, but what are other 
times we have to wait? Maybe we have to wait in a line, wait for an appointment or for a doctor, wait 
for family to visit, wait for our car to be fixed, wait for a bone to be healed, wait to meet a baby, or wait 
for food to be ready, etc. 
 
Read: Habakkuk 2:1-5 
“I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will 
say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. Then the Lord answered me and said: 
Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there is still a vision for the 
appointed time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it 
will not delay. Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith. 
Moreover, wealth is treacherous; the arrogant do not endure. They open their throats wide as Sheol; like 
Death they never have enough. They gather all nations for themselves, and collect all peoples as their 
own.” 
 
Talk: In our family of young children, there is always anticipation and excitement. Countdowns to the 
next holiday or the next birthday or even simply the weekend are a constant occurrence. We tend to 
count down by the number of “sleeps” until the “big event.” So, today, there are 11 sleeps until 



Christmas morning. Eleven days seems like eternity to our six year-old, slightly frantic to my husband 
and I, and probably somewhere in between for our eight and twelve year-olds. Yet, according to the 
scripture in Habakkuk, “the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove 
false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.” 

 
I cannot fathom having lived in biblical times, the WAITING the Lord expects to happen takes some 
SERIOUS FAITH!  And, you guys, I think my faith is relatively strong. But think about it: wandering the 
desert for 40 years, Elizabeth having a baby at “an advanced age,” circling Jericho for six days and seven 
times on day seven and then one last shout, or the flood of Noah’s ark probably lasting a year before 
safety could be found. 

 
As we wait this Advent season, let us remember extra patience as we find ourselves waiting. May we be 
thankful that our “waits” are not quite what they were in Old Testament times. Breathe deeply, give 
thanks, and exhale, “A child will be born!” or “Look for the star!”  Turn our eyes to him, have faith, and 
we will be restored. 

 
Pray: Dear Lord, 

 
Each family is waiting for something different, hear their individual prayers now: 
 
The world is waiting for peace and unity.  Help us spread kindness and love.  Let us be your light on Earth 
as we wait for you to return one day. 

 
And Lord, please be with St. Paul’s as we wait for you to stir up people to support our mission and vision 
that we may make a daily difference in each and everyone’s life.  May they see your work in us and help 
support our mission so that the legacy will continue. Amen. 

 
Bless: May your faith grow and grow while you wait for Christmas. 
 

December 15 
Karen Hansen 
 
Share: Name one person that you look up to. Why has this person made an impact on your life? 

 

Read: Philippians 3:12-16 

“Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; 

but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. Let those of us then who are 

mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal to you. 

Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.” 

 

Talk: As a parent, a grandparent, a teacher...a Christian in any role, I am often reminded and aware 

“someone is watching.” If I lose my cool and snap at someone; if I am impatient in traffic and shoot off a 

frustrated expletive; if I make a comment under my breath about someone’s ability or skill, all these 



times “someone is watching.” That someone could be a child looking to me as an example or a grown-up 

who expects better of a Christian. 

 

Luther says we should be “little Christs.” I have often prayed, “Help me remember I may be the only face 

of Jesus that they see.” But I am only human. I have hurt people’s feelings; done and said unkind, 

uncaring things. Paul reminds us in this passage that we are forgiven and should move on with the love 

and guidance of a Savior who helps us all along the way.  

 

Let us remember in this Advent season that we are looking ahead, not dragging up the regrets of the 

past. There is hope and strength from our Lord to live each new day by His example. Move on! Be a 

“little Christ” today! You don’t have to do it alone. 

 

Pray: Pray for those people that might be watching your actions. Ask for strength to show others your 

God’s love. Help us to forgive those that we need to forgive. 

 

Bless: May Christ’s love shine through you today. 

 

December 16 
Kathy Juma 

 

Share: Talk about a time when you told someone you would do something, but did not follow through. 

 

Read: Matthew 21:28-32 

“ “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to 

the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the 

will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 

even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

 

Talk: This parable is a teaching to be obedient to God, not only in words, but also in our actions. Our 

words, no matter how impressive and convincing they sound, without action, are meaningless without 

being backed by action.  

 

Hypocrisy is used to describe the second son, which can be applied to those of us that may “go through 

the motions,” but not having our hearts true to God. How many times do we go to church, sing praises, 

worship and pray, but what are we doing on those other days of the week? Are we being kind, 

compassionate towards others, obeying God’s basic commandment to “Love your Neighbor as 

Yourself?” Are we putting God first in all that we do? Our world is in a very volatile state, with terrorist 

attacks and unmeasurable natural disasters. Isn’t it time to “walk the walk?” 

 

Pray: Dear Lord, help us to honor you, not only with our words, but also with our actions. We pray that 

we will serve you, honor you, glorify you and show you respect by doing what pleases you. May our lives 



attract and lead others to you, to be wise, not foolish. Guide us to “walk the walk,” not just “talk the 

talk.” Thank you for forgiving us. Amen. 

 

Bless: May you honor God with your words and actions today. 

 

December 17 
Scott Custard 

 

Share:  Talk about something you are grateful for and how others may not be as fortunate.  Think about 

all the things we have to be thankful for, but remember those who may not enjoy the same things as 

ourselves in other countries, our own country, our own community, or people that you know. 

 

Read:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 

Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them all; hold on to what 

is good, reject every kind of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. 

May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 

who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 

 

Talk:  In this verse, the Apostle Paul gave the Thessalonians three duties to practice as Christians... to Be 

Joyful, to Pray Continually, and to Give Thanks! 

 

Rejoice!  Our news media spends much of its energy reporting on the bad things that happen in our 

society.  While it is true there are many bad things in our world today, there are also many great things.  

We should focus our energy on the good things!  Paul asks us to be joyful always.  And this means more 

than just being happy.  Joy is at the core of our soul.  It is internal, while happiness is external.  

Happiness can come and go, but joy is constant.  The joy of Christ should always fill our hearts so that 

the outside bad stuff doesn’t creep in.  Don’t let anyone or anything rob you of the joy that God has 

placed in you.  

 

Pray!  You might be saying to yourself, “I pray, just not all the time.”  The idea is not to be praying with 

our eyes closed and hands folded all day long, but instead to always be connected to our God—to 

continually have access to the throne of glory.  There should always be a prayer in our heart and on our 

lips.  Prayer takes effort and time.  It is difficult, but continual prayer can change the way we live.  

Give Thanks!  We should be thankful in all situations... with family or friends, with others whom we 

don’t know, in the classroom, the home, the locker room, the office, on the phone and even online.  

Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.  We need to use our 

words to build others up, bringing praise.  We should strive to be thankful, helpful and healing in all 

settings.   

 

Pray:  Lord, we want to live our lives through the power of the Holy Spirit, and to rejoice in all the good 

things that You have provided for us.  Help us to keep You in our hearts throughout every day, and to 

keep a prayer on our lips.  We thank You for the opportunity to be a light to others, and ask for your 



guidance in helping to heal with our words.  Help us to Rejoice always, Pray continually, and to Give 

Thanks!  Amen. 

 

Bless:  May God help us to Rejoice, Pray, and Give Thanks! 

 

December 18 
Stacy Kreun 

 

Share:  Who is your hero?  Or do you have a favorite superhero? 

 

Read:  Ephesians 6:10-17 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood 
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of 
God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of 
peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.” 
 

Talk:  Quite the picture, huh? The armor of God? I often find myself asking for a “do-
over” when I’ve had a rough morning or on those days when I feel all I’ve done is disappoint others. 
Asking for God’s guidance and seeking his reassurance in fighting temptation and the evil works of Satan 
is not easy. Ever blame Him for the way the day is going? Ouch. Maybe it’s more about not equipping 
ourselves. This spiritual warfare not only helps with a visual, but I also find comfort in these specific 
words: “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power,” and “...take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” Verse 10 and verse 16 are clearly not back to 
back, but together they speak to me. If I can be strong and faithful in the Lord, then I can stand firm in 
my armor through anything in my day.   
 
Pray: Dear Lord, thank you for all the ways you equip us. Help us remember to wear our armor daily so 
that when we speak, we speak kindness and share your gospel. May we spread Christmas cheer in all we 
do while we wait for the greatest gift of your son this advent. In your most Holy name, AMEN. 

 



Bless: May your body armor be strong and your words be kind. 

 

December 19 
Andrew Pullman 

 

Share: Discuss a time when you did something great or cool or saw something awesome and when you 
tried to tell other people about your experience, but they didn't believe you. 
 
Read: Acts 3:17-4:4 
““And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled 
what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn 
to God so that your sins may be wiped out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 
the Lord, and that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, who must remain in heaven 
until the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy prophets. Moses 
said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you from your own people a prophet like me. You must listen to 
whatever he tells you. And it will be that everyone who does not listen to that prophet will be utterly 
rooted out of the people.’ And all the prophets, as many as have spoken, from Samuel and those after 
him, also predicted these days. You are the descendants of the prophets and of the covenant that God 
gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your descendants all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you, to bless you by turning each of you 
from your wicked ways.” 
 
While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the 
Sadducees came to them, much annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming that in 
Jesus there is the resurrection of the dead. So they arrested them and put them in custody until the next 
day, for it was already evening. But many of those who heard the word believed; and they numbered 
about five thousand.” 
 
Talk: Seeing is believing... 
 
If you made a cool trick shot on the basketball court, or caught an incredible pass, or had a delicious 
meal at a new restaurant, but didn't take a picture or video of it, did it happen? These days, everyone 
has a device permanently connected to their hand that can take picture and video. You see people 
around you at a restaurant taking pictures of their food so they can share will all their friends or 
followers on social media and prove to them they ate something that was delicious. People seem to be 
more and more skeptical and constantly need proof to back up claims of something good.   
 
Just prior to our reading, Peter and John are walking through the city on the way to the temple. On the 
way they come across a beggar who is crippled and is looking for a handout. Instead of giving the man 
money or food, Peter heals the man’s crippled leg. The beggar follows them to the temple and when 
they reach the temple, people recognize the man and are amazed he is no longer crippled, but doubt 
that the Holy Spirit healed him.   
 
When our reading begins, Peter asks the crowd why they doubt their story. These are the same people 
that doubted the miracles Jesus performed and set him to be crucified. The crowd and their ancestors 
have heard many prophets through the years telling them there will be a savior. They refuse to believe 
that Jesus was the savior they had been waiting for, as Peter says, out of ignorance. Maybe it is because 



they did not have the first-hand experience they do not believe.   
 
The only way people knew about the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was though the word of 
mouth of the disciples and followers of Jesus and possibly rumors they hear from nearby towns. How 
would have the early days of the church been different if the disciples had ways to capture video and 
photos of their time with Jesus? In present time, we still experience some of the same issues they had; 
how do we spread the Good News without the help of concrete evidence?   
 
In the advent season, we are still waiting, just as the masses in our reading had, but this time for the 
second coming of our Lord.  We rely not on pictures and videos of this truth, but on faith that has been 
passed down through the generations and the blessing we receive in our daily lives. 
 
Pray:  Lord, give us strength to be steadfast in our faith. Forgive us when doubts cross our minds. Give us 
peace knowing that you will come again to restore everything. 
 
Bless: May the blessings that God gives you in your daily life be a reminder of his promise to us and keep 
you strong in your faith. 
 

December 20 
John Schumacher 
 
Share: Have you ever heard the phrase: “Location, location, location?” Read on! 

 

Read: Malachi 3:16-4:6 

“Then those who revered the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord took note and listened, and a book 

of remembrance was written before him of those who revered the Lord and thought on his name. They 

shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, my special possession on the day when I act, and I will spare them 

as parents spare their children who serve them. Then once more you shall see the difference between the 

righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. 

 

See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble; the 

day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor 

branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 

You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be 

ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts. 

 

Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at 

Horeb for all Israel. 

 

Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. He will turn the 

hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not come and 

strike the land with a curse.” 

 



Talk: It is no accident that Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament. The Hebrew Bible, which 

contains the same books, is ordered differently. Malachi is last among the “Prophets,” the middle of the 

three groupings (Law, Prophets, Writings). Why the difference? 

 

In the third century BC, the Hebrew Bible was translated into Greek. This became known as the 

Septuagint. Rather than by category, the translators ordered the books chronologically. But even here, 

Malachi was not last. 

 

For the early Christians, “Scripture” meant the Septuagint. When the New Testament was added to 

become the Christian Bible, the order was changed again! Malachi was now the last book of the “Old 

Testament.” Why? 

 

Malachi 3:16-4:6 is about judgment. “The Day of the LORD” will come “burning like an oven” to destroy 

the wicked. But God promised that before “the Day,” Elijah would return. Elijah, you might recall, never 

died; he was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:11). Upon his return, Elijah would “turn the 

hearts of the parents to their children and the hearts of the children to their parents.” 

Now, in your English Bible, turn the page from the last chapter of Malachi. What do you find next? The 

Gospel of Matthew. Who was sent to proclaim that Messiah was coming? John the Baptist. And whom 

did Jesus proclaim him to be? Elijah returned. (Matthew 11:11-14) So what about “The Day of the 

LORD”? 

 

Well…like so much else, it turned out not to be what we expected! God did not come in judgment to 

burn up the wicked. Instead, Jesus came to die for the sins of the world. But that does not mean that 

“The Day” will never happen. When Jesus returns, the enemies of God will be dealt with. In the 

meantime, God wants sinners to repent and be saved (Ezekiel 18:23). Those who face the wrath of God 

on “The Day” will be getting what they (for reasons I cannot fathom) apparently want! 

 

Pray: Grant, O LORD, that we may look to the return of Christ not with fear, but with rejoicing. May those 

who now may curse the name of God turn from their ways and find the peace that only comes with faith 

in Jesus Christ. 

 

Bless: May your days be filled with Light and Life, not fearing that Day, but looking forward with 

anticipation to the new heaven and earth to come. 

 

December 21 
Ginger Hansen 
 

Share: Talk about a time when someone has given advice to you or someone you know about how to 

handle a problem to you. How did it affect the person’s behavior or choices? 

 

Read:  Hebrews 1:1-4 

“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days 

he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 

worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all 



things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs.” 

 

Talk:  It seems like everywhere you turn someone is offering advice on what to do, how to behave, how 

to treat others, or what the best decision would be to solve a personal, family, or world problem.  

Sometimes in our effort to do the “right” thing we keep asking for advice or we hear advice from too 

many people and get confused by all the suggestions. It is hard to make decisions when we have many 

options that seem to be okay. We sometimes have trouble forgiving ourselves if we do make a mistake.  

So what does this Bible passage from Hebrews suggest? 

 

These verses remind us that God is in control. We are told God gave power to His Son and through Jesus 

we know God. Jesus’s words are recorded in the Bible, and by studying it and following its advice we can 

learn how to live. Our sins will be forgiven when we make a mistake because Jesus chose to die for our 

sins. Jesus is all powerful and will gather us before God and we will know God’s greatness because we 

believe in Jesus.   

 

In this season of Advent may each of us grow in our faithfulness and righteousness by learning and living 

God’s word as revealed to us through Jesus and recorded in the Bible. Let us be thankful as we 

remember who came and who is coming again!   

 

Pray:  Thank God for the gift of His son Jesus who came to show us how God expects us to live. Praise 

God for His persistence in showing us His glory, power and love throughout the ages. Ask God to help us 

to love and forgive others and ourselves and to help us live in harmony with His world.   

 

Bless:  May you feel God’s presence in every part of your life. May His graciousness and guidance lead 

you. May you feel His loving arms enfold you as you live in this world. 

 

December 22 
Pastor Paul Coen 

 

Share:  Talk about a favorite song and why. 

 

Read:  Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

““I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all 

generations. I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the 

heavens. You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: 

‘I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.’” Then you spoke in a 

vision to your faithful one, and said: “I have set the crown on one who is mighty, I have exalted one 

chosen from the people. I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him; my hand 

shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him. The enemy shall not outwit him, the 

wicked shall not humble him. I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him. My 

faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted. I will set his 



hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the 

Rock of my salvation!’” 

 

Talk:  Have you ever got a tune or song in your head and you just can’t get it out? There is a scientific 

reason for this. It has to do with music as a powerful element that makes pathways in a person’s brain.  

Music, songs, hymns, and even a commercial jingle can be addicting.  

 

As a preacher it is my job to get the Gospel message across to everyone who is listening. I know I do not 

always succeed. In fact there are way too many times that even in my best attempts to convey God’s 

love in my sermons, they do not penetrate the wall of distractions. But music it has the power to knock a 

hole in just about anyone’s sound barrier. If it can’t go through, it goes around. If it can’t go around, it 

goes over and sometimes subliminally under.    

 

Nobody hums one of my sermons as they leave church, but I have heard my grandchildren singing songs 

and hymns even later on a Sunday afternoon. Music has the power to transform. Maybe that is why 

after the announcement by the angel of the birth of Christ to the shepherds, a choir of angels repeated 

the message in song.    

 

During this Advent, some of the hymns and songs we sing are familiar, but not quite Christmassy 

enough. Just wait, the music will change. The songs we grew up with, that tell us of Jesus birth, will soon 

be here. For Christ was born in Bethlehem and Christ will come again. I am just betting, but I believe he 

will return accompanied by music just to make sure he gets our attention.  

 

Pray:  Gracious God, we give you thanks and praise for what you have given to us in your Son our Lord 

and Savior.  May the song in our hearts and the prayers on our lips be acceptable to you, O Lord our God 

in whose name we pray. Amen! 

 

Bless:  May the joy of Christ birth fill your heart and mind always! 

 

December 23 
Erin Rodgers 

 

Share: Talk about a time when you were unsure of how to do something. 

 

Read: Judges 13:2-24 
“There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. His wife was barren, 

having borne no children. And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Although you are 

barren, having borne no children, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now be careful not to drink wine or strong 

drink, or to eat anything unclean, for you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor is to come on his head, for the boy 

shall be a Nazirite to God from birth. It is he who shall begin to deliver Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” Then 

the woman came and told her husband, “A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like that of an angel 

of God, most awe-inspiring; I did not ask him where he came from, and he did not tell me his name; but he said to 

me, ‘You shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the boy 

shall be a nazirite to God from birth to the day of his death.’” 

 



Then Manoah entreated the Lord, and said, “O Lord, I pray, let the man of God whom you sent come to us again 

and teach us what we are to do concerning the boy who will be born.” God listened to Manoah, and the angel of 

God came again to the woman as she sat in the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her. So the woman 

ran quickly and told her husband, “The man who came to me the other day has appeared to me.” Manoah got up 

and followed his wife, and came to the man and said to him, “Are you the man who spoke to this woman?” And he 

said, “I am.” Then Manoah said, “Now when your words come true, what is to be the boy’s rule of life; what is he to 

do?” The angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Let the woman give heed to all that I said to her. She may not eat of 

anything that comes from the vine. She is not to drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. She is to 

observe everything that I commanded her.” 

 

Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “Allow us to detain you, and prepare a kid for you.” The angel of the Lord 

said to Manoah, “If you detain me, I will not eat your food; but if you want to prepare a burnt offering, then offer it 

to the Lord.” (For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the Lord.) Then Manoah said to the angel of the 

Lord, “What is your name, so that we may honor you when your words come true?” But the angel of the Lord said 

to him, “Why do you ask my name? It is too wonderful.” 

 

So Manoah took the kid with the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the Lord, to him who works wonders. 

When the flame went up toward heaven from the altar, the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar 

while Manoah and his wife looked on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. The angel of the Lord did not 

appear again to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah realized that it was the angel of the Lord. And Manoah said to 

his wife, “We shall surely die, for we have seen God.” But his wife said to him, “If the Lord had meant to kill us, he 

would not have accepted a burnt offering and a grain offering at our hands, or shown us all these things, or now 

announced to us such things as these.” 

 
The woman bore a son, and named him Samson. The boy grew, and the Lord blessed him.” 

 

Talk: I am a black and white person.  I like clear answers, instruction manuals, and knowing exactly what 

to do in any given situation. I also have two children, neither of whom came with directions. In more 

situations than I can count, I have said, “I wish someone would just tell me exactly what to do!”  Like 

Manoah in this passage, I have questions about raising my sons and who they will become. The baby 

foretold in this reading is to be dedicated to God from birth, but no instructions are given to his parents; 

they are simply told to prepare for his coming.  I know God has a plan and a purpose for my children, 

and for all the children of His kingdom.  I also know that, while there are many things I’ll have to figure 

out along the way, I won’t have to do it alone. God will guide me, as He guides all those who put their 

faith in Him. 

 

As parents, we anxiously wait to see what God has in store for our children. As people of God, we 

anxiously wait for the arrival of His child during this Advent season.  Let us ask God to teach us how to 

wait. 

 

Pray: Heavenly Father, we ask for your guidance in our lives, especially situations where we are unsure 

of what to do. Grant us the patience to wait for your plans to unfold, and keep us strong in our faith.  

Amen. 

 

Bless:  May God’s love and guidance be with you always. 

 



December 24 
Sid Rames 

 

Share: Talk about a time when you felt God was speaking to you. Did you believe this was really God 

speaking? Do you really think this could happen? 

 

Read: Luke 1:26-28 

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 

engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”” 

 

Talk: I was at a Luther League meeting during the Christmas season. A manger scene was placed under 

the Christmas tree of the hosts’ home. Our scripture reflected the upcoming birth of Jesus and I got to 

thinking…Here was a young girl, not much older than me at that time. And she had been called by God. 

Wow! First of all…to be called by God! And to find favor by Him! 

What could Mary have felt, confused and concern, better yet, to know what she was listening to the 

Messenger from God! And God had a special favor of her-a virgin. Mary had such a faith to realize and 

accept whom she was listening to! 

 

Would I have that faith and trust? Would I have listened and accepted His request? To think that Mary 

had been called to be the “mother of the Messiah!” Did she feel humbled by such a request? What 

would that all mean?! 

 

But yes, her faith had to be strong that this was going to happen. Praise and joy had to fill Mary’s heart 

as she accepted her special calling. 

 

May we be able to hear His calling and pray that we will listen and obey His will in our lives.  

 

Hymn: Listen, God is Calling #513 

 

Pray: Dear God, help us have the relationship with You, to be able to hear you calling, to answer and be 

ready to do Your will. 

 

Bless: May we rejoice with the Christmas story and be excited to share. 

 

 
 
 


