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A Look Inside 

to come and be a part of this 
place of ministry and mission.  I 
am going to share what visitors 
say about us: 

1. What a beautiful church, it 
must be a joy to worship 
here. 

2. People have been so welcom-
ing to us, thank you! 

3. You have great music! 

4. Our kids love being here! 

5. We are so impressed that you 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 

about St. Paul’s? 

Why are we not excited about 
telling others to come and see 
what is happening here?  Are we 
being Lutheran and not tooting 
our own horn?   Do we assume 
that everyone knows what is hap-
pening and they can decide 
whether they come or not?  Are 
we angry, or are we bored?     

I am both surprised and sad-
dened by the fact that our own 
members are not inviting people 

I was told the other day by a visi-
tor that we have a lot of very ex-
citing things happening here at 
St. Paul’s.  I thanked them and 
said; “Yes we do!”  We have 
some really good things going on 
around here; from worship to 
Bible Studies, Faith Formation 
Ministries, Lutherans Read, Mardi 
Gras, Block Party, Habitat for Hu-
manity, Community Meals . . . 
well, you get the idea.  So, with 
all those very good things going 
on, why aren’t people excited 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
Are We Ashamed of this Place? 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

He 

is 

Risen 
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Pastor’s Logos CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

are right out there  welcoming everyone! 

6. There is a lot of energy in this congregation. 

7. You give books to kids; that is the kind of church I like. 

8. I can sense the Spirit here; it feels good coming to St. Paul’s. 

9. I love seeing all the different ages in church it; feels like one big fam-
ily. 

10. Nothing against your sermon, Pastor, but I love the kids coming up 
for the noisy offering. 

11. Thank you for streaming worship; we are glad to see it when we 
cannot make it to church. 

12. I love the children’s Bibles in the pews. 

13. You folks at St. Paul’s know how to have fun! (Mardi Gras) 

14. Thank you for inviting us to communion; we didn’t know if it was ok 
or not, but you made us feel welcomed. 

15. I am surprised you don’t have more people in worship; the music 
and sermon were excellent! 

I would like to know what our own folks say about us.  Maybe we don’t 
agree with the visitor’s perspective. If so, why? What is holding us back 
from celebrating what we are about here?  I do not have an answer for 
you.  But I can make an observation: if we are not happy or excited 
about our own church, how can we encourage people to come and be 
with us? 

The apostle Paul writes: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it has the 
power of salvation for all those who believe!”  Are we ashamed of this 
place? Are we embarrassed by the mission of Jesus Christ here at St. 
Paul’s?   

I watched a young man (Harrison Phillips) share his pride and apprecia-
tion for St. Paul’s and the profound sense of faith and devotion the peo-
ple of St. Paul’s had in following Christ.  They were role models for him; 
they encouraged him in his faith and living that faith out in the world.   

I hope and pray that we have not forgotten the heritage that is ours 
through the generations of Christians of the Lutheran tradition.  To live 
among God’s Faithful people.  To hear the Word of God and share in 
the Lord’s Supper.  To proclaim the Good News of God in Christ in word 
and deed.  To serve all people following the example of Jesus.  To strive 
for justice and peace in all the world. 

Remember: these words are promises made to God at Baptism to help 
our children and our children’s children be a part of the church, which is 
the body of Christ.  There are a lot of God’s children out there that 
would love to know that the people of St. Paul’s want them to know of 
God’s love like this.   I have seen excited Lutherans; they are a power to 
be reckoned with, so share it!  

Pastor Paul 

 

He is Risen 

Indeed! 

Palm Sunday Services: 
    Saturday, April 13th  

 5:30 pm 

    Sunday, April 14th  
8:30 am  

10:30 am 

Maundy (Holy)  
Thursday Services: 

April 18th  
12:00 noon 

6:30 pm 

Good Friday Services: 
April 19th  

12:00 noon  
6:30 pm 

NO  SATURDAY  WORSHIP 

Easter Sunday Services: 
Sunday, April 21st 

  7:00 am,  
  8:30 am 
 10:30 am 
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We continue our journey through 
the season of Lent. As we reflect 
on what leads us to the cross, we 
focus on the five promises of 
baptism. Join us for midweek 
worship on Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. and hear personal stories 
from several of St. Paul’s mem-
bers of the different ways those 
baptismal promises guide them.  

Be sure to mark your calendars; 
the schedule for Holy Week is as 
follows: 

• Palm Sunday weekend (April 
13/14) – regular worship 
schedule 

• Wednesday, April 17 – no wor-
ship or programming (music 
rehearsals will still be held) 

• Maundy (Holy) Thursday (April 
18) – worship at noon and 6:30 
p.m. 

• Good Friday (April 19) – wor-
ship at noon and 6:30 p.m. 

• Saturday, April 20  – no worship 
• Easter (Sunday, April 21) – wor-

ship at 7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
10:30 a.m. 

We look forward to worshipping 
with you! 

Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

On April 7th, the Red Cross bloodmobile will be at St 
Paul's between 7 am – noon to receive donations.  

One donation may help up to 3 persons with your life 
saving gift. What a great way to help our community! 

We serve muffins, fruit breads, fruit, egg bakes and 
coffee to our donors; so come enjoy some breakfast 
while you help others in such a significant way! 

Please consider donating and schedule an appoint-
ment with L inda Kuehl at 402-895-0426 or 
jlkuehl1975@aol.com or text Linda at 402-677-2051. 

Worship  

Easter is Coming!  But First . . . 
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

mailto:jlkuehl1975@aol.com
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A Member’s Perspective 
Find a Way out of your Comfort Zone to Help 
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

You know that “Comfort Zone” 
thing that people are always talk-
ing about? Well, I got a real idea 
of how that works these past few 
days right here in Nebraska.  The 
Weather Channel, and finally the 
national news, blew up with sto-
ries about the floods in Nebraska. 
I received texts and calls from 
Maine and Minnesota and Ore-
gon, asking how my family and I 
were doing in all this terrible 
flooding.  I could answer them 
that we are all fine, and we have 
no water issues. In fact, my life 
was basically unaffected by the 
whole event . . . I could truly hide 
in my little  “Comfort Zone” and 
go on with my life. But then the 
Holy Spirit grabbed me by the 
heart and made me remember 
listening one night as the hail 
chewed up “the most beautiful 
wheat crop in Nuckolls County;” 
or when we lost even one dairy 
calf who didn’t make it in the 

snow; or when my school in 
Deshler was cancelled for one 
day because the road was cov-
ered with water. I’d had a little 
touch with these natural happen-
ings, but now there are people 
who have lost EVERYTHING . . . 
homes, livestock, transportation, 
and farm machinery; roads and 
bridges now impassable; fields 
covered in water now, but later 
covered in the silt the water will 
leave behind. The first thing I did 
was give thanks.  Granted, we 
need to care about the losses, 
but we should stop and be grate-
ful for the protection God has 
given us . . . but then what? 
There are so many options: do-
nating to the Red Cross, helping 
to sort donated items at the Sal-
vation Army Drop off, checking 
for places to help serve meals to 
people who have been displaced, 
going to sites that will tell you 
where and how to help with 

Karen Hansen is President of  St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   
Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

Important Date: April 27—Metro 
East Spring Gathering at St. Timo-
thy Lutheran Church in Omaha. 

Bible study will be led by Stacy 
Martin President and CEO of Lu-
theran Family Services.    

More information coming to your 
Circles or contact Karen Hansen 
at 402-616-1178 or email her at 
karen_hansen409@hotmail.com 

 

HELP FLOOD VICTIMS 

 

Join our  

volunteer  

efforts 
https://habitatomaha.org/ 

cleanup. Most of all, pray for di-
rection. The need for us all to 
find ways to help will go on long 
after the Weather Channel cam-
eras have left.  We have said we 
are the hands and feet of Jesus. 
Let’s get out of our “Comfort 
Zones” and see where Jesus can 
use us best.  

Love and Blessings,  

Karen Hansen 

mailto:karen_hansen409@hotmail.com
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UPDATE MY INFO in Shelby Next 
This article will provide you with 
more information on what is con-
tained in MY INFO. 

After logging in, the following 
window will open.  Click on MY 
INFO. A window will open.   

Review the information listed on 
the PROFILE screen.  If any infor-
mation needs to be changed, 
click on EDIT.   

Type in the information that you 
wish to change/add.  For exam-
ple, if you wish to add your cell 

 

  What is Shelbynext?  ST. PAUL’S MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY  
 Who is it for?  ALL CHURCH MEMBERS WHO HAVE AN EMAIL AND 

WANT TO BE IN THE DIRECTORY 
  Why should I use it?  FIND MEMBER’S PICTURES, PHONE NUMBERS, 

ADDRESSES, EMAILS  AND FIND YOUR OWN PERSONAL INFORMATION 
(Personal information is only seen by you) 

 How do I use it?  READ THE TUTORIAL BELOW  It will help you  use this 
important resource. 

size must be less than 5 MB prior 
to uploading your photo.   

In Shelby Next, click on BROWSE, 
find the file/photo you wish to 
upload; click on Open file.  Your 
photo will appear; you will most 
likely have to crop the photo so it 
will fit in the allotted space by 
clicking on Crop and moving the 
circle on the dot below the pho-
to.  Click on SAVE. 

NOTE: Once you add another 
photo, the previous photo will no 
longer be available in Shelby 
Next. 

phone number, type the number 
in the CELL PHONE field.   

When finished making the chang-
es, click on SAVE.  The changes 
will not change immediately as 
the Admin Office will verify the 
changes.   

UPDATE MY PHOTO in Shelby Next 
If you wish to update your photo 
shown in the directory, you can 
do that from the Edit screen. 

You will need to have your photo 
saved on your computer in either 
PNC or JPG/JPEG format, and the 

Tutorial:  How to Update My Info and How to Update My Photo 

Brie Alsbury, Community Learn-
ing Specialist at Do Space (a non-
profit tech library at 72nd and 
Dodge), offers a program for sen-
ior citizens every Wednesday 
morning called Cyber Seniors.  
The program offers  tech help 
and mentoring sessions for sen-
iors interested in navigating the 

Cyber Seniors Program Offered at Do Space 
ins and outs of their cell phones, 
computers, iPad, and other digi-
tal devices. The session runs from 
9 am to 12 pm and is absolutely 
free.  

The program is a great resource 
for the community.  Their  volun-
teers are seniors themselves, and 
the atmosphere is relaxed and 
friendly.  

If you’d like to expand your 
knowledge of your digital devices 
or you want to learn a new pro-
gram or impress your grands, 
check this program out . . .  It’s 
another FREE program that’s 
available to all seniors!  Click on 

the link below and get signed up 
to learn. 

www.dospace.org 

http://www.dospace.org


St. Paul’s Mardi Gras Celebration 2019 
Well, this year’s celebration is in the books.  After expenses, over 
$30,000 was raised for Faith Formation.  The youth and their par-
ents did an excellent job of serving 240 meals. The food was excel-

lent, our auctioneer was fantastic, and people were very 
generous; a big thank you!  This year’s King’s cupcakes 
(yes, cupcakes) were made and donated by Lynda Nichol-
son.  The band set the mood and a good time was had by 
all.  Next year’s celebration is Tuesday, February 25th 2020. 
Mark your calendars “To let the good times roll!”    
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Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Formation.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

Faith Formation  
BY  EMILY  DALEN 

April GIFT will be held on 
Sunday, April 7 at 9:30 am 
in the Family Life Center. 
We will learn about the 
events of Holy Week. 

The next baptism class is 
Sunday, April 28 at 9:45 am 
in the Library. 

VBS registration is open and the theme is “Who Is My Neigh-
bor?” which is based on the story of the Good Samaritan 
found in Luke 10:25-37. We’ll meet July 8-11 from 6-8:15 pm 
with an optional dinner at 5:15 pm. 4 year olds through 5th 
grade are welcome to attend. Register at 
www.splcomaha.org/vbsregistration .   

Volunteers are needed. Those who are 6th grade and older 
are welcome to volunteer. 

Cross and Heart Kids, Confirmation, and SPIRIT WILL NOT be held on Wednesday, April 17 due to 
Holy Week. Sunday School WILL NOT be held on Sunday, April 21 due to Easter. 

Communion  
Milestone Retreat 
On Sunday, April 14, 3rd graders 
and parents are invited to a com-
munion milestone retreat from 
12-3:30 pm. During this time, 
we’ll learn about communion, 
participate in hands-on activities, 
and practice. The communion 
milestone celebration will be 
held on Maundy Thursday, April 
18 at 6:30 pm. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOAg-moi-IAo8lwHEyosy6mUM-Zsme82VaWpL9cDMWzKV7BwM28TyZDu-3DUF2PWdGr0OOWyTmSuhBiliRxnkcAkIMvq8Bx3759zEQwj0XD4t5pI9h_RQSxp3rEBi12QOGN0wqH_T9fL5ba1Uo2tVsNDJbrjEa-dvlkXsULHBoQ=&c=hJ1JQxeY43blZMgzq41AePSA5XETq-Jp9SKv7Q704MpDgJzQ
http://www.splcomaha.org/vbsregistration
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Faith Formation CONTINUED 

 

The Denver Mission Trip 
group will meet on Sun-
day, April 28 at 11:30 am 
at church to prepare for 
the trip. All trip partici-
pants are required to 
attend.  

 
Students and parents met on Sunday, March 10 and 
learned many ways to pray. They went home with a set of 
prayer cards to use at home.   

MILESTONE  

 

If you’ve offered to make 
a blanket for a graduating 
senior, please turn those 
in to April or Emily by 
April 7. 

GRADUATION   
MILESTONE   

MAY  5th @ 10:30  
The Endowment Fund Board 
will proudly recognize the 
grantees for the 2019/2020 
school year: Jayda Hammer, 
Ben Stieren, Jacey Hammer, 
Allison Marasco, Gabe 
Saighman, Melany Smith, 
Aaron Peterson, Carly 
Renken, Abby Karloff, Piper 
Oberdin and Corey Wendt. 
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Megan Moslander is Director of Stewardship & Development.   
Contact Megan at mmoslander@splcomaha.org 

Stewardship 
Why Does God Want Me to Give? 
BY  MEGAN  MOSLANDER 

 Community Meals 
 at St. Paul’s 

The mortgage 
reduction cam-
paign “Our Fu-
ture, Our Faith, 
Our Time,” will 
conclude the end 

of April.  The Stewardship Com-
mittee would first and foremost 
like to thank those of you who 
contributed to the success of the 
campaign.  At this time, we have 
gifts and/or pledges totaling 
$571,000 and we couldn’t be 
more grateful for the tremen-
dous support.  When the Stew-
ardship Committee took on this 
task, we knew that it wouldn’t be 
easy; people had doubts and con-
cerns. The committee dealt with 
many difficult decisions, yet we 
knew that through God’s grace 
and the wonderful members of 
St. Paul’s this would be a success-
ful campaign.       

I will tell anyone this campaign 
has been one of the greatest 
challenges in my career as a 
fundraiser.  I have been ques-
tioned numerous times on why 
we can’t bring in more money, 
why can’t we convince people to 
give more to the church, why is-
n’t the church a top financial pri-
ority?  It was a financial stretch 
for me to give to this campaign 
and in my mind,  I had many of 
the same questions many people 
did – I wasn’t a part of the church 
when the debt was incurred, will 
it really help etc?  However, for 
me the answer was clear – I love 

St. Paul’s and those who join me 
in the pews, at events and 
meetings.  They have held me up 
when I couldn’t hold myself up.  
They have laughed with me, cried 
and prayed with me.  I need St. 
Paul’s now and in the future.  Be-
ing in our beautiful church gives 
me a sense of peace and I want 
others to realize the love of God 
that I have realized since becom-
ing a member.  Therefore, I made 
a promise to myself I would give 
my annual gift plus an additional 
gift to the campaign.   Was it a 
sacrifice?  Of course, but it was 
one that was absolutely worth it.  

Again, thank you to everyone 
that has contributed to this cam-
paign.  For those who have not 
yet contributed to “Our Future, 
Our Faith, Our Time,” will you 
take a few minutes out of your 
day and ask yourself why you 
haven’t given to the campaign?  
What is holding you back?  Then 
will you consider for a minute 
what St. Paul’s and the love of 
God has given you?  Finally, 
would you then think about mak-
ing a gift to the campaign?  Re-
gardless if it is $5 or $5,000, eve-
ry single dollar means a great 
deal to the St. Paul’s of today and 
the future.  Join me and the 
many others and finish this cam-
paign strong – reaching our goal 
of $600,000!   

To make a gift to “Our Future, Our 
Faith, Our Time” – just put 
“campaign” on your check. 

Did you know that in the 
Omaha area, six in 10 people 
living below the poverty line 
worry that their food may 
run ut before they have 
money to buy more?  In the 
Millard Public School sys-
tem, 21% of students are on 
a free or reduced  lunch pro-
gram.   

St. Paul’s hosts a free meal 
for members of the commu-
nity  every month.  The meal 
is served from 11:30-12:30.  
Everyone is welcome to 
come, including members of 
St. Paul’s.  Please share this 
information with your 
friends, colleagues and on 
your social media.   

Our next meals are  
March 30th &  

April 27th 
Would you like to be a part 
of this new ministry?  Con-
sider volunteering for one or 
all of the shifts.   

For more information, 
contact Maia Young at 
maiayoung@icloud.com. 
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Spring is here. The days are getting longer and the 
temperatures are rising. In addition to all of the 
wonderful fruits and vegetables spring provides, 
warmer weather gives us the chance to get out of 
the house and enjoy the benefits of physical activity. 

With a balanced eating plan, exercise is important 
both for losing weight and maintaining your overall 
health. The 2018 Physical Activity Guidelines for 
Americans recommend adults engage in a minimum 
of 2½ hours each week of moderate-intensity aero-
bic activity or 75 minutes of vigorous-intensity activi-

ty a week.  With 
planning, you can 
easily fit 30 to 60 
minutes of aero-
bic activity into 
your routine 
most days of the 
week. 

 

Examples of moderate-intensity aerobic activities: 
Walking (about 3½ miles per hour) 
Water aerobics 
Bicycling (less than 10 mph) 
Tennis (doubles) 
Dancing 

Examples of vigorous-intensity activities: 
Race-walking (4½ mph) 
Jogging, running (5 mph) 
Swimming laps 
Bicycling (faster than 10 mph) 
Tennis (singles) 
Aerobics 

To increase your levels of aerobic activity, first de-
cide which activities you enjoy and look at your daily 
schedule to see where you can fit in these activities. 
If you're starting from little or no daily physical activ-

Coffee with the Council 

April 13 @ 5:00 pm 

April 14 @ 9:30 am 

SPRING INTO ACTION 
Eat right – Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics March, 2019 

ity, check with your physician first and begin with 
five to 10 minutes per day. Increase your duration 
every week by 10-minute increments until you're up 
to 30 to 60 minutes most days of the week. 

And don't forget about strength-building exercises! 
Adults should do 
muscle-
strengthening ac-
tivities that involve 
all major muscle 
groups at least 
twice a week. 

As you develop 
your physical activity plan, remember nutrition is 
fundamental to your peak physical performance. To 
put in your best effort, you need carbohydrates, pro-
teins, fats, vitamins, minerals and water. If you're 
highly active, you may need slightly more of some 
nutrients. Whatever your level of activity, maximize 
your performance by consuming a wide variety of 
foods and adequate calories. Consider working with 
a registered dietitian nutritionist to help design a 
nutrition plan that supports your active lifestyle. 

HEALTHY  MINISTRY  TEAM 
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

Second Mile Offering 

“Lutheran Family Services of 
Nebraska Helps Flooding Vic-
tims Omaha, Neb., March 21, 
2019 (Update)—As many in our 
communities are facing chal-
lenges due to the devastating 
floods, Lutheran Family Services 
of Nebraska (LFS), with offices in 
Fremont and across the state, is 
here for our clients and our 
community. Many of those im-
pacted by the floods do not 

speak English. LFS has interpret-
ers available to anyone who 
needs communication help.  
Please call 833-588-4326 for in-
terpretation assistance.”  This 
quote is taken from the Lutheran 
Family Services website.   

In addition, the website provides 
substantial information about the 
services that LFS provides across 
Nebraska and in Council Bluffs, 

Iowa.  Impacting over 45,000 
people annually, they express 
God’s love for all people in the 
form of children’s services, com-
munity services and behavioral 
health services.   

Adoption, foster care, maternal 
health, pregnancy counseling, 
and family support are a few of 
the children’s services.  Reaching 

“Captain Marvel” – rated PG-13, 
currently in the theaters.  I really 
enjoyed this movie and if you 
plan on going to “Avengers End-
game,” you will want to see this 
movie and the scene after the 
credits.  It was very interesting 
how they turn those who were 
villains into something else, and 
those who were supposedly the 
heroes into… well, let’s just say 
less than heroic.  Good and bad, 
right and wrong, deception ver-
sus truth are all a huge part of 
this very entertaining movie.  
After you watch it, we should 
talk.  ½  

“A Madea Family Funeral” — rat-
ed PG-13, currently in the thea-
ters.  My granddaughter loved it, 
my wife wanted to crawl under 
the seat, and I was quite torn.  
There were some very funny 
scenes and some very gross sec-
tions; some jokes I got, and the 
funeral service was, shall we say, 
funny but way over the top. I 
would not recommend this film.  
But if you do go, we should talk 
afterwards.  

“Alita: Battle Angel” – rated PG-
13, currently in the theaters.  I 
didn’t know what to expect; I was 
impressed with the animation 
and special effects. The story was 
light, but it was a unique experi-
ence in movies for me.  Beyond 
the digital work, I saw some very 
interesting byplay between hu-
manity and cyborg.  That is to 
say, the robots were more hu-
mane than the humans.  When 
you watch this movie, check out 
the moral code for both the good 
guys and bad guys; where is 
there forgiveness…or not?  We 
should talk after you watch this 
one.   ½  

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  12 
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From St. Paul’s Library 

Please plan to stop by the Library 
soon and see our new Children’s 
corner. 

There are small bookcases, a ta-
ble and chairs  just the right size 
for little people to choose a book 
that catches their interest.   

Now that Spring has arrived why 
not stop by the Library and 
choose a book for everyone in 
the family.  It is time to open the 
windows and unwind with a great 
book. 

Our Library has something for 
everyone to enjoy.  Please stop 
by and check it out  

April 10th, the St. Paul’s Book Club 
will be discussing The Last Mid-
wife, by Sandra Dallas.  A New 

York Times 
bestselling au-
thor, Dallas 
weaves a tale 
around the oc-
currences in a 
small Colorado 
mining town.   
Set in 
1880 ,Gracy is 

the only midwife and though she 
did not commit the murder, she 
is accused.  Family secrets, jeal-
ousy, the new doctor’s input all 
impact the town citizens’ opin-
ions.  The characters are well de-
veloped as are the descriptions of 
place and both work to enrich 
the story and create an easy 
read. 

Come join us at 10:00 in the 

church library.  Bring a friend, 
make new friends and have a cup 
of tea or coffee.  Even if you have 
not read the book, the discussion 
may prompt you to pick it up and 
read it!  We don’t divulge the 
conclusion if there is anyone who 
has not finished the book. 

Footnote:  For May we will read A 
Noble Groom by Jody Headland 
and for June we will read Invinci-
ble Louisa, a biography of Louisa 
May Alcott, by Cornelia Meigs. 

out to the local, state, and the 
world population, LFS adminis-
ters programs to support refu-
gees, immigrants, asylees and 
victims of human trafficking as 
well as people experiencing local 
disasters.  Job readiness, immi-
gration legal services, training for 
employment and job readiness, 
and cultural orientation are pro-
grams offered by LFS. Over 15 
programs, working to mitigate 
problems that create behavioral 
or mental health issues for chil-
dren and adults are also adminis-
tered effectively for local people. 
As you are able, we encourage 
you to contribute to this second 
mile offering on April 7th. 

Second Mile Offering  
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  11 

A Good Read—from the Book Club 



The basement renovation project is moving along and completion is 
expected to  be around the first part of May.   

This is a sneak peak down the hallway to the new classrooms on the 
left.  After the inspections have been completed for the plumbing 
and the framing, the drywall installation can begin. 
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Did you know it can take over 60 people to help run worship services throughout any given week? 

Greeters, Acolytes, Scripture Readers, and Worship Band members are just some of the volunteer roles that 
help worship happen every week.  

We are looking for volunteers to help with the video streaming during the Sunday 10:30am services, and Pow-
erPoint and Audio during all service times.  

Scheduling is flexible, and training is available.  

QUESTION:  Can I sign up for the dates I want to be a 
volunteer helper on the weekend?   I don’t want to 
have to find a sub.  I’m willing to be an… (usher, aco-
lyte, communion server, reader, greeter, hospitality, 
prayers, cantor, PowerPoint tech, sound tech,) if I 
can pick my dates and the worship service. 

 

ANSWER:  You can and if you sign yourself up it helps 
the staff!  If you need training for any of the tasks it 
will be given to you at your request. 

QUESTION:  I don’t know how to sign-up, can you give 
me some detailed instructions on how to sign-up?  

ANSWER:  Absolutely!  Follow the 5 steps outlined 
below. 

1. Go to the church web site or click here: 
www.splcomaha.org  

2. Click on the words Worship and Music at the 
top of the page.  

3. Click on Volunteer Opportunities.  
4. Click on the red box for worship volunteer 

sign-up schedule.    
5. Select the month at the bottom of the page 

and then find a blank colored box on the 
spreadsheet and type in your name.  You can 
usually do this for the next two months.   

Please contact Erin for more information at erodgers@splcomaha.org.  

THANK  YOU  FOR  VOLUNTEERING! 

http://www.splcomaha.org
mailto:erodgers@splcomaha.org
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CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  16 

Step 4: Bread Baking Challenges 
Another test of a baker’s skill level includes working 
with yeast. A lot of patience is needed when learning 
the perfect water temperature to encourage yeast 
to activate. Without the activation, ingredients are 
wasted in the flat, dense loaves.  

Finding the perfect temperature to cause the yeast 
of Cross+Gen ministry to bloom has not been with-
out struggle. At St. Paul’s, feedback was given that 
there was too much focus on young people. Others 
said kids should not read scripture in worship. Leav-
ing the safety of the pew was difficult enough, let 
alone sharing a high and a low. Cross+Gen gather-
ings occasionally looked like parent and kid gather-
ings, as those without children said the gatherings 
were not for them. Attendance did not match the 
number of kids in Sunday school when age-
separated classes were held.  

Flour was added to the yeast mixture to build the 
bread’s structure as students built on their faith 
foundation by inviting people from the congregation 
to the Apostles’ Creed Milestone class. During class, 
the fifth grade students interviewed caring adults 
about their faith. The invitation seemed to be the 
exact amount of flour needed as adults attended the 
class and had a great time.  

However, when it felt like the dough was rising, the 
loaf collapsed. During a Bible Milestone class, 
FAITH5 steps were kneaded into the lesson. Stu-
dents and parents received a handout with ideas to 
practice each step. When the group gathered for 
class the next week, no one had used the devotions! 
These were people who had been participating in 
Milestones Ministry for three years and who had just 
practiced FAITH5 for months! 

Finding the perfect temperature and kneading the 
dough does get tiring. Inventing Cross+Gen gather-
ings or finding people to read the prayers of the 
people is strenuous work. Constant planning and 
evaluation is needed as well as a vision for the fu-
ture. Getting everyone, from the youngest to the 
wisest, to buy in might take years. Helping people to 
see the benefits might feel like an uphill battle. Con-
tinued practice, a focus on the vision, and willing-
ness to try another approach may yield a beautiful 
product. 

Step 5: Baking Tips from the Pros 

Many families have tried and true recipes that get 
passed down from generation to generation. A birth-
day celebration is not the same without Grandma’s 
chocolate cake. The family may try to replicate the 
cake, but find that something is not the same. 
Grandma’s expert advice is needed to know which 
steps to take, which brand of cocoa powder to use, 
or to receive some encouragement. 

As a staff, we are committed to this Cross+Gen ex-
periment. The vision is always before us, and we 
keep asking how we can build on the foundation. 
When we plan seasons of the church year, we ask 
how we might help generations to connect and care 
for each other. In doing so, we have learned a few 
things:  

1. Expect the paradigm shift to be a long process. 
Just as becoming an expert baker takes time, obtain-
ing buy in from the youngest to the wisest people in 
the congregation may take years. The church has 
done a good job of creating age-separated learning 
times.  

Everything I Know About  
Ministry I Learned  
in the Kitchen (conclusion) 

 
BY  EMILY  DALEN 

This is the conclusion a chapter Emily was asked to 
write for a case study for FaithInk's 3rd book in a se-
ries of books that focus on how other churches are 
doing Cross+Gen Ministry in their setting. It was pre-
sented at the National Cross+Gen Life Conference in 
Estes Park, CO in October. You can read  the entire 
chapter Emily’s published article in the February and 
March issues of The Connection. 
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2. Old habits are difficult to break and forming a new 
one takes time.  Statistics say that faithful attend-
ance equals attending one worship service each 
month. Asking people to share highs and lows in 
worship will continue to feel awkward. At this rate, it 
might take a year to become comfortable with the 
practice. 

3. Learn from the experienced baker. Find a col-
league nearby who is trying this approach in his or 
her setting and get together. Talk over Facebook or 
Skype. Visit the congregation. Join Facebook groups 
and post questions. Listen, share 
ideas, and borrow from others. Do-
ing so can provide encouragement 
to try again and again…and again. 
This ministry is meant to be done 
together.  

4. Do not be scared to ask for feedback. 
Listen to the experts in your congrega-
tion. Adults and kids have ideas of what 
they want in a church. Find out what 
would make a gathering better. Ask for 
their ideas to connect generations. Find 
out what it would take for them to use 
FAITH5 at home. After utilizing their ide-
as, be sure to follow up. Ask how re-
sources were used or if additional help is needed.  

5. Keep experimenting. Do not be afraid to bake 
something new. Metrics for measuring success 
might need to change to look beyond attendance.  

6. Pay attention to recurring attendees or listen for 
stories of people practicing FAITH5 at home. Older 
adults may feel like the gathering time was just 
crafts for little kids and the theme for Lent may not 
feel like it was that strong, but keep doing it.  

7. Expect to waste ingredients when an idea flops 
and is tossed in the trash. Start with the basics again.  

8. Measure what worked in the past. Tweak the reci-
pe again and mix up a new batch of ideas. It is fine to 
regroup, learn, and come at it from another angle. 

9. Empower others to share the vision. One family 

Everything I Know CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  15 

took a FAITH5 challenge to fulfill a requirement for 
confirmation. Each week they emailed their highs 
and lows along with a picture of the family having 
conversations around the table. The family said that 
taking the time to check in each week was a great 
break for them and helped them to connect. These 
taste-testers can now influence others to give the 
conversations a try.  

10. Finally, make sure to practice what is preached. 
FAITH5 is every night in every home including the 
church staff. As staff commit to practicing at home, 

sharing the idea will become second nature. 
Those in the congregation may be encour-
aged to give the tool a try. 

I’ll never be the “Cake Boss.” 

In 1 Kings 17, Elijah met a widow at Za-
rephath. He asked her to use the resources 
she had to make him a loaf of bread. The 
widow was fearful as her flour and oil sup-
plies were low. Elijah encouraged her to 
make the bread saying, “‘For thus says the 
Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will 
not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail 
until the day that the Lord sends rain on the 
earth.’ She went and did as Elijah said, so 
that she as well as he and her household ate 

for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied; nei-
ther did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of 
the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.” The widow trusted 
God to provide and she had what was needed.  

It is certain that most people will never make cakes 
like the Cake Boss, Buddy Valastro. His abilities 
should not stop others from learning to bake new 
things. A congregation may never have Cross+Gen 
Sunday school every Sunday. Some families may 
never do FAITH5 at home. God provided for the wid-
ow, and He will be faithful in your setting. Be who 
God called you to be and do the things that God calls 
you to do. You have gifts for this time and place. 
Make a difference where you can. Happy baking! 

EMILY  DALEN 
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St. Paul’s Council 

Susie Stieren, President  

Jared Collins, Vice President 

Tom Wilson, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 

Dan Abendroth 

Don Anderson 

Jeff Hohenstein 

Council Highlights 
SUBMITTED  THIS  MONTH  BY  JOEL  CHRISTENSEN 

St. Paul’s Council met on March 
11, 2019.  Draft minutes are 
available next to the office door. 

Finances are encouraging consid-
ering the February weather.  We 
are hoping for a strong finish 
through April for the Mortgage 
Reduction Campaign. 

Chris Berger accepted a new po-
sition combining the duties of the 
Coordinator of Communications 
and Marketing and the Security 
and Maintenance positions.  

In February, we saw a lot of 
growth in social media views, 
likes, and follows, largely influ-
enced by our visiting performanc-
es from Mikah Meyer and Christ 
the King Lutheran out of Minne-
apolis.  (The stream recordings 
on our YouTube channel from the 
10th and 17th are our second and 
third highest viewed services.)  
Everyone is encouraged to invite 
and share St. Paul’s with a per-
sonal invitation either digitally or 
in person. 

Construction is underway in the 
Family Life Center (FLC) Lower 
Level.  The project will be com-
plete by this summer and will be 
a great asset for our youth and 
the Trinity Classical Academy 
(TCA)! 

We had another fun, successful 
Mardi Gras event on March 5.  
Thanks to all the volunteers and 
participants! 

The Omaha Gives Fundraiser will 
again go to fund Lutherans Read.  
Members of St. Paul's read to 
students and donate books to 
Miller Park Elementary in North 
Omaha and Rockwell Elementary 
in Millard. 

Members of the Library Com-
mittee provided a handout that 
described why church libraries 
are relevant today, how the uses 
of our library could expand and 
change, what a potential layout 
change would look like and costs.  

Details will continue to be 
worked out and the Council will 
consider future changes. 

Next Council meeting will be April 
8, 2019 at 6:30 pm.  Visitors are 
welcome. 

The St. Paul’s Connection  
is a publication of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402-895-3366 
Publication deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Articles/photos/suggestions may 
be submitted to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

 

 

Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
https://twitter.com/splcomaha 

https://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

 

The spirit of giving brings our 
community together in a very 
big way.  Our Lutherans Read 
program will be the recipient 
of all funds designated to St. 
Paul’s through the Omaha 
Gives campaign on May 22nd.  
Please consider donating at  

https://www.omahagives.org/ 

May 22 



Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

April, 2019 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 8 
Church Staff Meetings   9:30 a.m.  Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Facility Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 2 
Faith Bible Study    6:30 p.m.  Thu. 11 
Faith In Action    6:30 p.m.  Tue. 9 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Thur. 4 
Grace Circle    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 22 
Hope Circle    1:00 p.m.  Thur. 18 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m.  Sun. 14 
Library Team Meeting   9:30 a.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24 
Love Circle    11:30 a.m. Wed. 17 
Memorial Committee Meeting  1:30 p.m. Mon. 26 
Mission Quilters    9:00 a.m. Mon. 1, 8, 15, 29 
Monday Night Quilters   6:30 p.m. Mon. 1, 8, 15, 29 
MOPS     9:00 a.m. Tue. 2, 16 
Sheepdog Meeting   9:30 a.m. Sun. 28 
Usher/Greeter Training   6:00 p.m. Tue. 23 

 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Commons  12:30 p.m. Tue. 9, 23 
Community Meal   11:30 a.m. Sat.  27 
Exercise Class     8:15 a.m.  Mon. 1, 8, 15, 29 
     8:15 a.m.  Fri.  5, 12, 26 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 1 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thu. 4 
Red Cross Blood Mobile Drive             7:00 a.m. Sun.  7 
Tai Chi          9:00 a.m.  Tue.  2, 9, 16, 23 
  9:00 a.m.  Thu. 4, 11, 18, 25 

 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
2 Yr. Old & Parent Class  9:30 a.m.   Sun. 14 
3rd Grade Communion Retreat         12:00 p.m.  Sun 14 
Baptism Class   9:30 a.m.   Sun 28 
Confirmation Class  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 24 
Cross & Heart Kids  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 24 

G.I.F.T.    9:30 a.m.  Sun 7 
Spirit    7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 24 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study           11:00 a.m.  Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Thursday Morning Bible Study          10:00 a.m.  Thu. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Thursday Morning Bible Study            6:30 a.m.  Thu. 4, 11, 24 
Thursday Evening Bible Study 6:30 p.m.  Thu. 4 
Wednesday Morning Book Club        10:00 a.m.  Wed. 10 
 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ Rehearsal   7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24 
Worship Team Rehearsal   4:30 p.m.  Sat. 6, 13, 27 
Worship Team Rehearsal   8:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24,, 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Mon. 22 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Wednesday Worship Service 6:30 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 24 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 6, 13, 27 
Sunday Worship Service   7:00 a.m.   Sun. 21 
    8:30 a.m.   Sun 7, 14, 21, 28 
                10:30 a.m.   Sun. 7, 14, 21, 28  

Dates to Remember 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14 
 

Holy Thursday Services, April 18 
12:00 noon and 6:30 p.m. 

 

Good Friday Services, April 19 
12:00 noon and 6:30 p.m. 

 

Easter Services, April 21 
7:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

Church Office Closed, April 22 



April 6—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sofia Schommer 

Communion-Chelsey Schommer 

Doug Rothgeb, Kristi McKamy 

Greeter-Mike & Wanda Johnson 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Sofia Schommer 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Sydney Bauer Denny Verdick 

 

 

April 7—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Cantor-Patrick Runge 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, Betty Neben, 

Jodie DeSordi, Linda Kuehl 

Greeter-Patrick Runge, Sally Runge 

Hospitality-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Talik Runge 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Arno Neben 

Usher-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 

Bill Averman 

 

 

April 7—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb 

Stephanie Martin, Judy Petersen 

Cathy Bourne, Jennifer Collins 

Fred & Suzie Sagedal, Jan Wilson 

Greeter-Chris & Teri Cain, 

Jim & Mary Jo Larson 

Hospitality-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Volunteers Needed 

Reader-Cain Family 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Jeff Hohenstein, John Keim, 

John Bourne, Cory Juma 

 

 

April 13—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sydney Bauer 

Greeter-Karla Neemann 

Prayers-Volunteers Needed 

Reader-Jeanette Swope 

Video-Jeanette Swope 

Audio-Jayson Swope 

Usher-Russ Owens, Gary Norenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 14—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Cantor-April Taggs 

Communion-Cory & Kathy Juma, 

Ginny Janis, Corinne Wastell 

Greeter-Ina Averman, Nancy Steil 

Hospitality-Steve & Nancy Steil 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Cory Juma 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 

Bill Averman 

 

 

April 14—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Voluntee Needed 

Greeter-Jay & Sue Schroeder, 

Tim & Jennifer Collins 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Campbell Family 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Chris berger 

Usher-John Keim, Brock Flowers, 

Scott Custard, Jeff Hohenstein 

 

 

April 21—7:00 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Volunteers Needed 

Greeter-Volunteer Needed 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Volunteer Needed 

Video-Renate Witt 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Volunteer Needed 

 

 

April 21—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Sydney Bauer, Sofia Schommer 

Cantor–Pastor Paul Coen 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb,  

Tony & Chelsey Schommer 

Volunteers Needed 

Greeter-Volunteers Needed 

Hospitality-Volunteer Needed 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Volunteer Needed 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Volunteers Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 21—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Tori Karloff, Katie McGraw 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Volunteers Needed 

Greeter-Volunteers Needed 

Hospitality-Volunteer Needed 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Chris Berger 

Usher-Volunteers Needed 

 

 

April 27—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeters-Dale & Donna Pickering 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Volunteer Needed 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Dennis Verdick, Keith Simmons 

 

 

April 28—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Janet Henthorn 

Greeter-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Volunteer Needed 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 

Bill Averman 

 

 

April 28—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-Phil & Barb Hough, 

Jerry & Naomi Warner 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 

Prayers-Dylan Flowers 

Reader-Barb Hough 

Video-Ajay Flowers 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Usher-Jay Schroeder, Brock Flowers, 

Alex Williams, Gary McDonald 

 

 

Worship Servants for April, 2019 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


