
The Sower is now the “St. Paul’s Con-
nec on”.   Why the change? 

1. The Sower is an agricultural term 
and a very old one at that.   

2. We have been going much more to 
electronic versus print and with the 
new delivery system and format, 
we believe the change reflects 
more of what the publica on is 
about. 

3. The whole idea behind our mission 
is to make a closer rela onship to 
God and to one another, making 
connec ons. 

4. New wine in old wine skins is how it 

was opera ng before.  Now we 
have a new and be er way to get 
the informa on out that folks will 
need to know. 

5. The hard truth is that the majority 
of our members do not see the 
printed word as their primary form 
of informa on.  We are trying to 
use “The St. Paul’s Connec on” as 
one of many ways to connect folks 
to the mission of Christ here at St. 
Paul’s. 

If you have ques ons or want to help us 
to be er communicate what is going on 
in the ministries and people here at St. 
Paul’s, we’d love to have your help! 
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I could review what has hap-
pened here at St. Paul’s in 2017, 
but for many the public record 
and informa on is out there.  
Some is sad, some joyous and 
yes . . . some of it is confusing.  
This describes life.  

What I want to share with you is 
a vision for the future of St. 
Paul’s.  I am going to be upfront 
with you . . . this is based in hope.  
Consider my calling and you 
should not be surprised at this! 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is 
moving in a direc on that sets us 
apart.    What we do is radical 
inclusiveness!  When we say all 
are welcome, we are living out 
Christ’s mission.  When we invite 

everyone to come and see what 
God’s love is all about at St. 
Paul’s, we mean it.  St. Paul’s is a 
place where all genera ons have 
opportuni es to par cipate in 
the life and mission of the 
church. 

The people of this congrega on 
know that faith is transmi ed 
through rela onships.  The best 
rela onships are those that o en 

mes begin at home, but not lim-
ited to there.  Faith is something 
caught . . .  from one person to 
another, from genera on to gen-
era on . . . all empowered by 
God’s Spirit. 

Church is not the only place we 
experience God’s love.  Church is 
not the only place where we read 
God’s Word.  Church is not the 
only place where we worship 
God.  And church is certainly not 
the only place where we pray. 

The vision for all of this is based 
in God’s Word.  The Old Testa-
ment speaks to us in Deuterono-
my 6:5-9, a pa ern for living out 
our faith daily.  In Ma hew 28:16
-20 the “Great Commission” gives 
us our direc on to who, how and 

where we share this faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Recently I heard two members of 
our church say the same thing 
about St. Paul’s: “This is my 
home, where I feel God’s love for 
me!”  One was eighty-two years 
of age and the other was a child 
of seven.  Why should we be 
amazed . . . for this is who we 
are!    

I pray, that we will be given the 
strength, courage and faith to be 
the love of God to one another 
and the world.  All in the name of 
Jesus our Lord.  Amen!         

Pastor Paul 

Love  the L  your God with all  your 
heart and with all your soul and with 
all  your  strength.    These  command-
ments that I give you today are to be 
on your hearts.   Impress them on your 
children.  Talk  about  them  when  you 
sit at home and when you walk along 
the  road,  when  you  lie  down  and 
when you get up.  Tie them as symbols 
on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads.   Write  them  on  the  door-
frames  of  your  houses  and  on  your 
gates.                      Deuteronomy 6:5-9 

 
The Great Commission 

Then the eleven disciples went to Gali-
lee,  to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. When they saw him, 
they worshiped him; but some doubt-
ed.   Then  Jesus  came  to  them  and 
said,  “All  authority  in  heaven  and  on 
earth  has  been  given  to  me.    There-
fore  go  and make  disciples  of  all  na-
ons,  bap zing  them  in  the  name  of 

the Father and of  the Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything  I  have  commanded  you. 
And  surely  I  am  with  you  always,  to 
the very end of the age.”   

                   Ma hew 28:16-10 

The St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Endowment Board will again have scholarships available for the 2018/2019 
school year. 

These scholarships are available for ac ve members a ending a University/College and/or technical school 
and have never received funds from the Endowment Board.  An ac ve member is defined by regular worship 
a endance, serving within the ministries of the congrega on, and regular contribu ons.  The scholarship re-
cipients will need to be enrolled full me.   

The applica ons will be available in the church office during January 2018 and need to be submi ed to the 

church office by March 1st, 2018. 

2018 Endowment Board Scholarship Informa on 

Pastor’s Logos (word) 
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A Joyous New Year to each and 
every one of you in the name of 
Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us! 

As we move out of our holiday 
celebra ons and into what the 
church calls “Epiphany” and the 
world calls “January”, we can 
o en get nostalgic; remembering 
what the last 365 days held in our 
lives compared to previous, or up
-and-coming 365 days, o en 
brings moments of joy and sad-
ness. Some of us have be er years 
than others, and this past one has 
been no different.  

Know that as I sincerely wish you 
a Joyous New Year, it IS in the 
hope that comes from our new-
born, and yet-to-come-again Lord 
and Savior.  

Now, for the rest of the ar cle . . .  

As we move through this year 

together, and whatever it will 
hold for each of us as individuals 
and a community, I think it is im-
portant we con nue to find ways 
to learn with each other.  Last 
year, you allowed me the space 
to teach about worship in this 
corner of The Connec on. This 
year, we’ll be focusing on Scrip-
ture a bit more.  

Over the next ten months, I’ll al-
ternate between wri ng on: 
“things Jesus didn’t actually say, 
no ma er what Hallmark tells 
you” and “things Jesus actually 
said that I wish he would have 
reconsidered.” I don’t intend to 
be flippant about this—more 
o en than not, we a ribute cli-
chés and pla tudes to the Bible. 
And, perhaps even more o en, 
we forget or ignore certain parts 
of Jesus’ teaching because they 
just plain make us uncomforta-

ble.  By next December, I’ll be 
figuring out what new ways to 
teach. 

I’ll be honest—I have a running 
list of ideas for each of these top-
ics, but I would LOVE to hear your 
ideas or sugges ons. The Word 
of God can be comfor ng and 
surprising, as well as disjointed 
and misquoted.  By learning 
things that are or are not in Scrip-
ture, par cularly our story of God 
made flesh in Jesus, we are only 
finding ways to strengthen our 
rela onship with God.  

So, I suppose my first ques on, 
and to round out this ar cle: 
which side do you want to learn 
about first?  Let me know, and I 
hope that very soon I, along with 
the St. Paul’s staff, will . . . 

See you in church!     

Pastor Sarah   

New Year, New Opportuni es to Learn 

 

Semi-Annual Mee ng 
January 21st  at  9:30 am 

This is a cri cal mee ng for the future of our con-
grega on.  We will be vo ng on the following 
items: 

 2018 budget 

 Delegates (4-5) to a end Synod Assembly June 
1-2 in Kearney 

 Members for a nomina on commi ee to help 
select future council members.   

This is also the best me to get answers to ques-
ons you might have about our budget and 

Christ’s mission here at St. Paul’s.   

Please plan to a end.  There will be child care 
available.  A printed report will be given to all 
vo ng members at the mee ng as well as an 
online copy.  We very much hope to see you 
there!  

Pastor Sarah’s Corner 
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The Future of Youth Ministry 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

W ith the loss of the posi on of the Director of 
Youth Ministries and the departure of Bogart 
Nomad, the leadership and members of St. 

Paul’s will need to step up.  The reason for this hole 
in the fabric of our ministry is a self-inflicted wound 
of financial support.  We could not pay our bills un-
less we did something dras c.  Now, we will need to 
make every effort to make sure the sacrifice made 
will be worth it. 

So you all must hear this, none of our current pro-
grams, events, and mission opportuni es will be can-
celed.  Who will lead those might very well change.  
Pastor Sarah will be taking on a much greater role in 
the area of youth ministry.  She cannot do this alone 
and neither did Bogart.  We will need parents and 
volunteers to help us support our youth as they de-
serve and to live out our promises we have made to 
them. 

The next seven months will be as they are planned 
and we want everyone to know that we will give fi-
nancial and staff support as promised.  The summer 
of 2018 will also be a me of planning for the next 
year and some things might change in the areas of 
confirma on and how we involve parents at an even 
greater level.  The young people will also be called 

upon to take on leadership for their programs as 
well and from what I have heard quite passionately   
. . .  they are more than willing. 

But none of this will ma er if the congrega on does 
not support the mission here at St. Paul’s.  I realize 
that there are other churches where you can go and 
take your family and your me, talent and treasure.  
But I am asking you to seriously think about what we 
have done here in the last 5 years . . . how we have 
become a community that is unique in the Omaha 
area and the Nebraska Synod.  This uniqueness is in 
our approach to sharing and growing in faith with 
everyone.  You are a part of something that most 
churches shy away from because it involves commit-
ment and change.  We will need to do both if we are 
going to be the church God has called us to be for 
everyone. 

Karen Hansen is president of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.  Contact Karen at   karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or  402-616-1178 

No Wake Lake  
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

I spend a lot of me at Lake Zorinsky. I love the water, and one sign really caught my 
eye last me I sat beside the lake. It read No Wake Lake. We are heading into a New 
Year. There is a compulsion to start with a bang! Catch up from Christmas, set new 
goals, lose some weight, start a fitness plan, follow the kids and their winter sports 
schedule, get back to commi ees and mee ngs a er the holiday lull. We are tempted 
to churn things up and go full speed ahead.  Maybe we are be er to start the year 
with a gentle nudge from Psalm 46:10 “Be s ll and know that I am God.”  Let Him lead 
us into the New Year with No Wake, just calm guidance as we seek to follow His course 
for our New Year.  Blessings and Peace! 
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The Boy Scouts of America desig-
nates the Sunday that falls before 
February 8 (Scou ng Anniversary 
Day) as Scout Sunday.  This is the 
primary date to recognize the 
contribu ons of young people 
and adults to Scou ng.  

Scout Sunday offers an oppor-
tunity for worshippers to honor 
Scouts and Scouters, as well as to 
learn more themselves about the 
value of Scou ng as a youth pro-
gram chartered to a church or 
religious organiza on.   

At St. Paul's, the rela onship be-
tween the church and Boy Scout 

Troop 282 goes far beyond just 
use of church space.  Troop 282, 
with 103 Scouts, is proud to 
serve the congrega on through 
fall clean up, leaf raking 
and canned food drives.  St. 
Paul's is contribu ng to the de-
velopment of Eagle Scouts that 
Troop 282 proudly displays on a 
plaque outside the Family Life 
Center. The troop, and its lead-
ers, would like to thank St. Paul's 
for suppor ng Boy Scouts and 
the ongoing effort they pursue to 
build young men of character . . . 
Scouts that are REVERENT.  

Scout Sunday Observed  
February 3-4 
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In addi on to the Boy Scouts, St. 
Paul’s is host to Girl Scout Troop 
45325 which became a troop in 
2004, when St. Paul’s member, 
Serena Nelson, announced to her 
parents that she wanted to be a 
Daisy Scout.   As a result, a troop 
of 9 girls was formed out of Rock-
well Elementary. Today, the 
group troop of 57 girls, ranging 
from K through 12th grade, is 
made up of girls from both the 
Millard and OPS school dis-
tricts.  Girls in scou ng can earn 
badges, journeys and awards. 
Awards range from Bronze, Silver 
and Gold.  A Gold award 
is comparable to that of an Eagle 
Scout.   

Troop 45325 meets in the Family 
Life Center twice a month. Their 
policy is to not turn down a girl 
who is interested in scou ng.  
The troop raises money through 
the sale of their Fall Product and, 

Serena and Karina were the first girls from 
the  troop  to  go  from  K  to  12th  grade, 
earned their Silver Award and  the first to 
be Life Time Scouts.   They were presented 
a  gi   from  the  troop  upon  their  high 
school gradua on. 

In 2017, 401 boxes of Girl Scout cookies were donated to the Boys Town Na onal Re-
search Hospital.  The girls chose to donate these under the Gi  of Sharing program.  

The girls from Troop 45325 truly love having their mee ngs at St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
and say “Thank you!!  “ 

Troop  45325’s  annual  ornament  ex-
change . . . a tradi on since Serena Nelson 
& Karina Forsberg were in Kindergarten.   

their biggest fundraiser . . .  cook-
ie sales. The Fall Product helps 
fund their special night in Febru-
ary of "My Guy & I Night".  Cook-
ies sales help with camping and 
all other ac vi es.  Each event is 
planned by every level of 
scout, thus teaching the girls to 

work together as a team, grow in 
leadership, organiza on and 
friendships.   

Troop 282 will be recognized  during services the first weekend in February as they greet 
and usher our congrega on. 
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Celebrating 
Epiphany 

BY  EMILY  DALEN 

Happy 12th day of Christ-
mas!  Are you s ll living in the 
spirit of Christmas?  I'm sure 
some of you s ll have your 
Christmas tree up.  Have any le -
over cookies?  Is there fudge hid-
ing in the back of the freezer? 

January 6th, marks the end of 
Christmas and begins the season 
of Epiphany.  Epiphany means to 
show forth and we celebrate God 
showing Jesus to the world.  It is 

also a celebra on of the wise 
men visi ng Jesus.  In this season 
we devote ourselves to seeing 
who Jesus is.  With the arrival of 
the wise men, Jesus became 
more than a li le baby born to 
two unknown people in a li le 
town.  He became a king.  The 
wise men recognized this, wor-
shiped him and brought him gi s 
fit for a king.  Suddenly this li le 
baby was a king born to save the 
en re world. 

If you’d like to celebrate Epiphany with those you love, check out the 
many ideas on St. Paul’s “Celebra ng Epiphany” Pinterest board.  

h ps://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/celebra ng-epiphany/ 

Emily Dalen is Director of Children’s & Family Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 
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2018 . . . Your Year to Get Involved? 
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

 

It’s the beginning of a new year! As we look back on the past 12 months, many of us reflect upon not only the 
good things that happened throughout the year, but also the things we’d like to do differently.  New Year’s 
resolu ons o en involve spending more me at the gym, ea ng a healthier diet, or perhaps planning to take 
that vaca on you’ve been pu ng off. But what about a resolu on to get involved at St. Paul’s?  Over the past 
several months, we have been incorpora ng more and more volunteers into our worship services . . . this 
could be you!  There are several ways to be part of the worship service; you could help in the audio/video 
booth, read the scripture, serve as an usher, sing or play with the worship team, read the prayers, help serve 
communion, sing in the choir, be a greeter . . . the list goes on and on!  Volunteers are a vital part of each and 
every one of our worship services, and make what we do here at St. Paul’s possible. If you are looking to share 
your me and talents, as well as connect with this community of faith in new ways, consider volunteering as a 
worship servant.  If you’d like informa on on all the ways you can get involved, please email me at 
erodgers@splcomaha.org or call the church at (402) 895-3366.  Happy New Year and God’s blessings to you! 
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Cross and Heart Kids WILL NOT meet on 
Wednesday, January 3. Classes will re-
sume on Wednesday, January 10. 

Cross & Heart  
Resumes  
January 10 

Bap sm Anniversary 
Milestone Set for 
January 7 
A Bap sm Anniversary Milestone 
will be held on Sunday, January 7 
at 9:45 am in the Chapel. All fami-
lies and individuals that celebrated 
a bap sm in 2017 are invited to 
a end. Please bring your bap sm 
candle if possible. Those cele-
bra ng this Milestone will be rec-
ognized during the 8:30 and 10:30 
am services on January 7. 

Bap sm Class 
January 14 
 
The next bap sm class will be 
held on Sunday, January 14 at 
9:45 am in the library. Anyone 
interested in having a bap sm, 
or learning more, is invited to 
a end. 

 
Got Ques ons? 
Email or call Pastor Sarah for 
ques ons regarding Middle 
or Senior High Youth!  

 

 

sfla @splcomaha.org 

402-895-3366 

Affirma on of  Bap sm 
Classes in 2018  

 

Open to ALL  

 

Signups Coming Soon 

Faith Formation 

Hunter Lee Whitmarsh 

son of Kyle and Ka e Whitmarsh 
born on December 6, 2017 

Arbor Kruze Jacobsen 

Daughter of Ryan and Elle Jacobsen 
born on June 15, 2017 



 

 

Adult Educa on  
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Red Cross Blood Mobile 
January 21, 2018 (7 a.m.- noon)   

St Paul’s Family Life Center 

 

   

It’s a new year and your opportunity to make a big difference in someone’s  
life . . . perhaps even more than one person.     

Please consider dona ng your lifesaving gi  of blood! 

For an appointment to donate, Please contact Linda Kuehl @ 
 402-895-0426 or 402-677-2051  

or jlkuehl1975@aol.com 

Currently 3 WELCA Circles offer 
Bible studies through the WELCA 
publica on “Gather” and two oth-
er small group women’s Bible 
studies are available.  There are 
also the Theo-local study and Bad 
Girls of the Bible study groups by 
Pastor Sarah and an early morn-
ing Thursday study by Pastor Paul. 

The plans for next year are to 
double the number of adult and/
or mul -genera on group studies 
here at St. Paul’s.  In addi on to 
ongoing studies by Pastor Paul on 
Thursday mornings, he will also 
be offering: 

 A 4 week study of “God at the 
Movies”, sacred parables in Sec-
ular movies.   Wednesday nights 
at 7pm  on January 10, 17, 24 & 31. 

A 4 week study “Family, Faith 
and the Word of God.” A guide 
to how to use the Bible and Bi-
ble Stories to grow closer as a 
family and closer to God.  
Wednesday nights at 7pm on 
February 21, 28, March 7, & 14.    

A 4 week study “Back to the Fu-
ture, How the Mission of Jesus 
Christ will succeed in the 21st 
century”.  This study will look at 
how 1st century Chris anity and 

21st century Chris anity have a 
lot more in common than you 
think.  Offered on Wednesday 
nights April 18, 25, May 2 & 9 at 
7pm. 

“Men of Armor” Bible studies to 
be announced. 

Summer midweek evening stud-
ies are being created.  

We are working on pu ng to-
gether some adult forums and 
small group studies outside of the 
Wednesday-Sunday cycle as well 
as opening up leadership of Bible 
studies to a greater number of 
folks. 

What’s Happening at St. Paul’s? 
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Last Month at St. Paul’s . . . 

Our December 10 worship service 
was led by  kids and families! 

The Children’s Choir  joined the Choir for Christ at the De-
cember 10 Worship service which was  led by our children 
and families. 

(l-r) Clayton Willers, Jesse Beason, Trevor 
Fanta, Jason Willers, Natalee Baugh  

(l-r)  Cameron  Peek,  Zoie  Bergmeier,  Emmalina  Uehling,  Brody 
Bothwell 

(l-r) Aubree Henrichsen, Kennedy Querry, Victor Chuol, Victoria Chuol, Trevor Lee, Mila 
Metz, Maya Metz, Evalee Brown 



PNO #7  
Another Success! 

Parents Night Out in December was a big hit for parents and youth alike! Look at these 
smiles!  

Whether it's cuddling on a couch or playing games, we are always building rela onships with each other.  

Have  you  witnessed  the  joy  of  seeing  a 
younger  member  of  our  congrega on 
recognize  the  face  of  one  of  our  older 
youth at church? Priceless! 

3:6Teen and other volunteers had a great 
me baking cookies together for their  

annual cookie baking event!  
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These past few months have been 
very busy for the Council, Person-
nel, and Finance Commi ees.  
These are difficult mes . . . but 
also opportuni es for growth in 
strength and faith.  

Both Pastor reports emphasized 
that good things are happening in 
our church.  The mission con n-
ues! Small group ministries will 
kick off in January.  Pastor Sarah 
has been working with St. Thom-
as’s Refugee Core Team as our 
partnership con nues around 
helping a new refugee family feel 
at home here.  St. Paul’s has vol-
unteered to help with transporta-

on, especially ini ally as there 
will be lots of appointments for 
medical, groceries, job interviews, 
etc.  We are excited for this op-
portunity to show God’s love in a 
real way.  

The Church Council has been 
asked on more than one occasion 
about the feasibility of having al-
cohol in the church during cele-
bra ons of life, weddings, etc.  A 
resolu on regarding the use of 
alcohol in the family life center 
was wri en, submi ed, and ap-
proved.  Sco  Custard has a end-

ed training and gathered infor-
ma on around enhanced security 
of our church.  Sco  requested 
permission, and has been ap-
proved to form a task force to 
look into this further. 

Church volunteers are always 
needed!  This month we talked 
about names of those who can 
serve on the nomina ng com-
mi ee.  These will be voted on in 
our January 21, 2018 Congrega-

onal mee ng.  These volunteers 
will be responsible for iden fying 
proposed church council mem-
bers for next year.  We also need 
Synod Delegates for June 1-2, 
2018.  If you are interested please 
let us know.  

The agenda for the January 21, 
2018 mee ng was approved.  We 
hope to see everyone there as we 
will be discussing the financial sta-
tus of the church and vo ng on 
the 2018 budget.  We need every-
one to a end and help us in this 
challenging me.  The second 
mile offering schedule was ap-
proved for 2018.  Again this year 
we are going to try to focus on 
two per month rather than one 
every week.  

Finance gave its report regarding 
the sustainability of our church in 
light of current giving.  Our 
monthly giving con nues to be 
less than our monthly bills.  Each 
month the church must draw 
money from its long-term re-
serve.  When the long-term re-
serve runs out, which is projected 
to be around June or July of 2018, 
the church will no longer be able 
to pay its monthly bills. 

It was with great sadness and 
heavy hearts that the Church 
Council unanimously voted to ap-
prove Finance and Personnel’s 
recommenda on to eliminate the 
posi on of Director of Youth Min-
istry from the 2018 budget due to 
financial reasons.  The church is 
not able to pay its bills with the 
current state of giving.  The places 
in the budget where adjustments 
can be made are personnel and 
the mortgage.  We con nue to 
work on changes that can be 
made to the mortgage to save 
some addi onal dollars.  The 
elimina on of this posi on will 
require congrega on and staff to 
fill the needs of this posi on.  

Bogart Nomad made a huge con-
tribu on to this church and the 
lives of our young people. The 
Church Council believes in the 
mission and vision of our church 
which includes all people birth 
through forever.  We owe it to 
our teenagers to be a place of ref-
uge, love, strength, belonging, 
and acceptance in this world.  We 
as a council have vowed to do 
everything we can to con nue the 

St. Paul’s Council 

Susie S eren, President 

Teresa Campbell, Vice President 

Sco  Custard, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 

Dan Abendroth 

Don Anderson 

Crystal Henrichsen 
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The Second Mile 

In January our offerings will be 
collected to support Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska 
which has offices in Omaha and 
the Crossroads Connec ons of 
Omaha Ministry and Community 
Meals Ministry.  Your generous 
giving to support these ministries 
is greatly appreciated.    

 

The weekend of January 6/7 our 
ministry of concern is Lutheran 
Family Services of Nebraska.  
“Lutheran Family Services of Ne-
braska expresses God’s love for 
all people by providing quality 
human care services that build 
and strengthen individual, family 
and community life.” Adop ve 
services were the ini al focus 125 
years ago.  This has now expand-
ed to provide support to immi-

grants, vic ms of human traffick-
ing and asylees as well as birth 
and adop ve families.   Counsel-
ing services are available for fam-
ilies experiencing mental health 
issues. Volunteers are needed to 
assist in various programs that 
are explained on their web site  
h ps://www.lfsneb.org. 

 

On the weekend of January 20/21 
the money collected will help our 
church con nue to serve meals 
through our two meal outreach 

programs.  Twice a year we pre-
pare and serve meals to individu-
als and their families who are 
transi oning back into society 
a er incarcera on through the 
Crossroads Connec ons of Oma-
ha Ministry.  These meals are 
served at Trinity Lutheran Church 
on Sunday evenings.  Through 
our Community Meals Ministry,  
members of our church family 
prepare and serve meals six 

mes a year on a Saturday morn-
ing at First Bap st Church in 
downtown Omaha.  These meals 
provide an opportunity for indi-
viduals and families, who are 
homeless or are financially chal-
lenged, to fellowship and eat a 
warm meal in a safe and caring 
environment. 

Thank you for your generosity in 
seeing that these ministries serv-
ing the hungry, homeless and 
needy in our city are con nued. 
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“Twisted Cross” (The German 
Chris an Movement in the Third 
Reich) by Doris L. Bergen in hard-
cover and paperback.  I was given 
this book to read to see what I 
thought.  Well here it goes.  This 
is a well wri en book about a 

me in the German Church par-
cularly for Lutherans, but not 

just us, where poli cs, culture 
and fear were more powerful 
than faith and God’s love.  This 
book scared me, not just because 
of what happened 80 years ago 
in Germany, but because it could 
happen again even here in the 
United States.  On that happy 
note, I would encourage you who 
value history and how we can 
learn from it, to read this book.  
We need to talk about this one.    

“Star Wars” (The Last Jedi) rated 
PG-13 is currently in the theaters.  
Well, all I have to say is WOW!!!  
This 8th installment of the Star 
Wars Universe lived up to its 
hype and then some.  Not only is 
the story powerful, but I was 
deeply impressed with the hero-
ine “Rey”.  She holds her own 
against special effects and a 
plethora of diverse characters in 
all forms.  The conflict between 
light (good) and darkness (evil),  
Saint and sinner, leadership ver-
sus heroic individualism was clear 
and though ul.  A er you watch 
this movie, we have to talk!   

“Wonder” rated PG is currently in 
the theaters, on DVD, BlueRay & 
streaming in February.  This is a 
very good film about acceptance, 
compassion, friendship and for-
giveness.  At mes, the movie 
was a bit too sweet.  However, 
the style of focusing on the kids 
and their life situa ons was ex-
cellent and a teaching lesson all 
on its own.  A er you watch this 
movie, let’s talk.   

½  

Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 
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Did you know that you can sup-
port St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
through Amazon Smile?  Go 
to www.smile.amazon.com and 
search for St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church Millard or just look un-
der Millard, NE and the church 
will pop up, select it as your 
charity of choice and as long as 
you are shopping under the 
www.smile.amazon.com web-
site, a percentage of your Ama-
zon purchases will support our 
church! 

13271 Millard Avenue        Omaha, NE  68137             402-895-3366 

Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
h ps://twi er.com/splcomaha 

h ps://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
h ps://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

 

How it works:  

Step 1 
Hundreds of local schools, 
teams and nonprofits ask their 
supporters to download and 
use the TAGG app to help them 
raise money.  

Step 2 
They visit par cipa ng busi-
nesses, and take a picture of 
their receipt.  

Step 3 
They choose which school, 
team or cause to support. The 
business donates 5%.  

Turn ALL of your fans into TAGGers 
Learn more at www.TogetherAGreaterGood.com 

TAGG (T  A G  G ) - M  A  

Download TAGG's mobile app today! TAGG's 
mobile app revolu onizes the way you can 
support our church. When you use the app 
at par cipa ng businesses, they will donate 
5% to your favorite non-profit, school, team 
or other organiza on of choice! Through 
social media integra on, you can influence 
your friends and family to take part in the social good as well. Down-
load the app, and start TAGGING! 
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drive and progress made under 
Bogart’s leadership.  We pray for 
Bogart and his family and wish 
them all the best. 

These past few months have 
been marked by lots of prayer for 
guidance and some tough deci-
sions.  The Council con nues to 
move forward united in our love 
of Christ and our belief in the 
mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church.  We are available to talk 
regarding our current financial 
short fall, personnel decisions, 
and anything else.  Please reach 
out!  This is our church and we 
con nue to ask that each and 
every one of us con nues to 
partner and make it a place of 
Christ Centered love.  Merry 
Christmas to each and every one 
of you from the Church Council. 


