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A L  I  

crea vely and radically bring 
their friend to see Jesus.   The 
crowd was not going to stop 
them, the roof would not prevent 
them, and they must have been 
somewhat embarrassed, when 
Jesus and everyone saw them 
lower this man on a pallet, into 
the crowed room, but they would 
not be deterred.   

This is how I see my leadership 
style, a partnership with others 
that has a mission to bring peo‐
ple closer to Christ.  They find a 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
What’s Your Story? 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

At the Nebraska Synod Assembly 
they asked the candidates for 
bishop; “What Biblical story or 
character best reflects your style 
of leadership in the church?”  
The answers were good, but it 
made me think about what Bible 
story I would say reflects my 
leadership style.  So here it is. 

Mark 2:1‐12, the story of four 
friends who tore the roof off the 
house, then lowered a man who 
could not come to Jesus on his 
own, hoping that he might be 
healed by him.  O en the focus is 
on the fact that Jesus forgives the 
man’s sins and he is healed de‐
spite what the religious authori‐

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 

es thought.  Don’t get me 
wrong, this is a cri cal theme in 
this story.  But what I love about 
this story is that it is the faith and 
tenacity of the four men (could 
be a woman or two who were 
involved, it does not give their 
gender) who helped in the heal‐
ing of their friend. 

We don’t know the names of this 
man’s friends, all we know is that 
no ma er what the obstacles 
were in their way, they were go‐
ing to get their friend to see Je‐
sus and hope that he would heal 
him.  This is the kind of leader‐
ship I see myself connec ng to.  
The friends worked together to 
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Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402‐895‐3366 

Worship  

Our first outdoor midweek worship was a success! Scripture, prayers, music, fellowship, and 
beau ful weather combined for a fun, enjoyable service at Stonybrook South Park. Look  for some 
important Wednesday dates on page 3. 

Pastor’s Logos   
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

way despite the challenges set 
before them.  We haven’t a clue 
whose idea it was to go up on the 
roof and let their friend down 
through the ceiling.  Apparently, 
they all thought this might work, 
or they were going to try to make 
it work. 

What love they must have had 
for their friend.  What hope and 
trust that they had that Jesus 
could heal him.  We don’t know if 
they were family or neighbors, it 
doesn’t ma er.  They worked 
together to change the life of 
their friend, to help make him 

whole again.  It was not the faith 
of the paralyzed man that 
brought healing, it was the faith 
of these four people.  I can just 
see the man strapped to the pal‐
let coming face to face with Jesus 
and then Jesus looks up and sees 
the faces of his friends peering 
through the hole in the roof.  I 
bet he smiled or even chuckled.  
What audacity, he might have 
thought, what faith he said. 

This is how I want to lead, in part‐
nership with others, not a Biblical 
superhero who has a s ck 
(Moses) or a sling (David) or a 

really nice coat (Joseph), but ra‐
ther, in mission with others. Find‐
ing crea ve and even radical 
ways to share the Good News of 
Jesus’ healing love with others.  

Does it really ma er if we don’t 
know their names, or if some of 
them were women or whether 
they were family, neighbors or co
‐workers?  In a way, it is good 
that in their faithful and anony‐
mous roles, their efforts translate 
into a mission of grace and heal‐
ing.  This is how I want to lead.  

Pastor Paul 



Worship Wednesdays 
Here’s a look at some important Wednesday dates: 

Wednesday, July 4th –  NO Worship (Happy Independence Day!) 
Wednesday, July 11th –  NO Worship (VBS week) 
Wednesday, July 18th –  Outdoor Worship at Chalco Hills Recrea on Area 
Wednesday, August 1st – Outdoor Worship at the home of  
          Dave & Anne O  

Details and site maps are available in the church office and on our web‐
site (www.splcomaha.org).  Mark your calendars and plan to join us at 
6:30 pm!  



Nebraska Synod Assembly of the ELCA 2018 
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

The Nebraska Synod Assembly of 
the ELCA convened in Kearney, 
NE May 31 through June 2 under 
the theme “Building on the Foun‐
da on”. There were several busi‐
ness elements to the three days, 
the elec on of the Bishop being 
at the top of the agenda. Five 
elec on sessions were set aside 
to allow for addi onal vo ng, 
should there be a e. That plan 
proved to be unnecessary as Rev. 
Brian Maas was overwhelmingly 

reelected on the first ballot.  
Bishop Maas will serve a second 
6‐year term.  Prior to his first 
elec on, he served as pastor at 
Emmanuel Lutheran in Tekamah, 
Immanuel Lutheran in Kansas 
City, and First Lutheran in Lin‐
coln.  Bishop Maas earned a BA 
at Nebraska Wesleyan, a Master 
of Divinity at Yale University and 
a cer ficate in Lutheran Studies 
from the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Ge ysburg.  

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  5 

Gree ngs were brought from 
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA Eliz‐
abeth Eaton by way of Vice Presi‐
dent of the ELCA Bill Horne. Mr. 
Horne reminded us that “We are 
Lutheran, We are Church”.  
Gree ngs were also brought 
from our companion synods in 
Argen na and Tanzania. Another 
special order of business was the 
celebra on and remembrance of 
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Synod Assembly 
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  4 

various years of ordina on, com‐
missioning, and cer fica on. 

A workshop was held for the 
dra ing of a “Social Statement on 
Women and Jus ce” which will 
be presented at the Church Wide 
Assembly of the ELCA in Milwau‐
kee in August of 2019. The Budg‐
et was presented for the upcom‐
ing year. Further details of either 
of these and opportuni es for 
input into the Social Statement 
can be found on the NE Synod of 
ELCA website. On Saturday, a 
ministry fair was held with exhib‐
its and representa ves of various 
serving arms of the Nebraska 
Synod; among them were Mosa‐
ic, Table Grace, Lutheran Family 
Services, Immanuel Medical Cen‐
ters, Oak Indian Center and Ne‐
braska Lutheran Outdoor Minis‐
tries . . . 21 were represented in 
all. 

Three specific messages were 
brought before the delegates to 
encourage our own faith founda‐

ons and to share with our home 
congrega ons. All the messages 
reminded us that “Christ is Our 
Founda on”. Bishop Maas em‐
phasized that a founda on is 
made of building blocks which 
lead us back to faith.  The build‐
ing blocks Christ has given us are 
Gathering—the support and fel‐
lowship of our Christ based 
church families; the Word—given 
to us for guidance and comfort 
and strength; the Meal—the Sac‐
rament of Holy Communion; and 
the Sending—Christ’s command 
to share his love with those we 
meet as we go into the outside 
world. The Bishop reflected on 
the shortage of rostered minis‐
ters.  He hopes to see more prep‐
ara on offered for lay leaders 

and the possibility of the future 
ordina on of Deacons. He men‐

oned we all should no ce Christ 
reflected in the lives of those 
around us, and that we should be 
bold in telling people that we see 
their special gi s. 

Of interest to all, but of special 
interest to those of us from Oma‐
ha, was the message of Dr. Chris 
Alexander, an ordained Lutheran 
pastor, serving as Associate Min‐
ister of Countryside Community 
Church. Countryside will be the 
Chris an element in the Tri Faith 
Ini a ve.  Dr. Alexander empha‐
sized Christ’s command from 
Mark 12:30,31 to love God with 
all your heart and soul and mind 
and strength, and to love your 
neighbor as yourself.  She said the 
objec ve is not to blend beliefs, 
but to live with respect and 
peace and to learn from one an‐
other. What especially stood out 
to this writer was that to repre‐
sent our Chris an faith and to 
truly share our love through 
Christ, we must be prepared to 
look inward and be firm about 
our own belief and our own rela‐

onship with Christ. She encour‐
aged all to visit the various wor‐
ship centers and the welcome 
center which will be opening in 
the next year that we may be er 
understand this Tri Faith Ini a‐

ve. 

The closing speaker, Rev. Stacy L. 
Mar n, CEO of Nebraska Luther‐
an Family Services, followed the 
storytelling style of Jesus.  She 
also used His command from 
Mark 12. To love the Lord and 
Love your neighbor, building a 
founda on on this example.  Rev. 
Mar n, who grew up in Kansas 
and her young family lived for a 

me in Philadelphia.  Her hus‐
band would take their mul racial 
toddlers to day care each morn‐

ing on the same train.  Regular 
riders took an interest and 
formed rela onships with the 
li le family and became “their 
train family”, soon sharing meals, 
devo ons and even becoming 
surrogate grandparents.  Jesus’ 
love was shared on that morning 
train.  

A friend of the Mar ns who also 
grew up in the Midwest, was rid‐
ing the train as a new experience 
when an African American young 
man in a hoodie reached into his 
pocket, alarming other riders.  
Instead of danger, he brought 
sharing out of his pocket . . . a 
peanut bu er and jelly sandwich 
which he took a bite of and 
shared with an old lady who 
shared with another passenger, 
ending with the Mar ns’ friend 
who later said, “That was the first 

me I ever shared a peanut 
bu er and jelly sandwich as com‐
munion.” 

All these messages reflected how 
we can build founda ons on the 
love of Christ following His com‐
mand to love the Lord with all we 
have and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves.  We thank St. Paul’s 
for the opportunity to share in 
the Nebraska Synod ELCA Assem‐
bly of 2018 and hope this report 
gives you a glimpse into the 
blessings of spending a few days 
with our neighboring Lutheran 
Churches in fellowship, commun‐
ion and hearing the Word, as we 
build a Founda on to share the 
love of Christ as we go out into 
the world. 

Bev and Doug Renken, Tom and 
Jan Wilson and Karen Hansen 
were elected delegates to a end 
the 2018 Nebraska Synod Assem‐
bly of the ELCA along with Pastor 
Paul Coen. 
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Throughout the week we will be collec ng dona ons of toilet paper for 
Open Door Mission. Kids can bring these to the large group opening 
each night. Guest musician, James Hersch, will join us for the week of 
VBS! He will write songs each night with the kids and perform them! 

The evening will wrap up with closing beginning at 8 pm and ending by 
8:20 pm. Again, parents are invited to join.  

Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Forma on.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

Faith Formation 

We're excited to spend the week learning about how we are "Living in 
God's Time!" Our gathering will kick off each night with a meal provided 
at 5:15 pm. The meal schedule is as follows: 

Monday:   Pizza 
Tuesday:   Casserole 
Wednesday:  Chicken Nuggets 
Thursday:   TBD 

A free will offering will be taken. Please let Emily know if your family 
plans to eat.  

Following the meal, opening will begin in the sanctuary at 6 pm. Parents 
are invited to join. Each evening students are invited to wear a t‐shirt in 
the color of that day's theme. The themes are: 

Monday:   Advent (blue) 
Tuesday:   Lent (purple) 
Wednesday:  Easter (white) 
Thursday:   Pentecost (red) 

July 9-12              VBS is almost here!              July 9-12 

Jesus in Maribor, Slovenia 

Jesus in Budapest, Hundary 

Where did you see Jesus’ love? 

Jesus in Prague, 
Czech Republic 

#Jesusonthego     
#Seeinglove 

Start Date: Sunday, May 20 
End Date: Sunday, August 12 
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Faith Formation CONTINUED 

Summer  SPIRIT 

SPIRIT will be mee ng at members’ homes throughout the summer. In 
June the group gathered to play some outdoor games, eat smores and 
share stories. 

 

Are you interested in making a 
difference? Would you like to 
build rela onships with our 
kids, help them to know they 
are loved, and share your faith 
so that they can grow in theirs? 
We are looking for leaders for 
the following posi ons: 

Cross and Heart Kids 
(Wednesday):  
Preschool Co‐Teacher, 1st or 
2nd Grade Teacher 

Sunday School:  
Preschool Co‐Teacher, 
3rd Grade Teacher, 
Cross+Genera onal Leader 

Middle School:  
Confirma on teachers, small 
group leaders for 6th grade guys 
and girls, 7th grade mixed group, 
8th grade girls 

SPIRIT(High School):  
Small group leaders 

All of these posi ons are flexi‐
ble and training is offered. 
Please talk with Emily ASAP if 
you’re interested in being a part 
of ministry with the amazing 
kids at St. Paul's! 

Upcoming Middle School and SPIRIT Gathering: 
All middle school and SPIRIT youth are invited to Chris and Stephanie 
Wilson's home on Wednesday, July 25 at 7 pm. We'll have outdoor 
games, snacks, and me to get to know each other. Parents, be sure to 
check your email as an address will be sent via email. 
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Faith Formation CONTINUED 

 
St. Paul’s is sponsoring a team of 
painters for the 2018 Brush‐Up Ne‐
braska “Paint‐A‐Thon” on Saturday, 
August 18th.  We will also have the 
opportunity to help with prepara on 
(scraping, priming, cleaning, and per‐
haps minor repairs) on August 11th. 
The exact loca on will be know in 
late July.  Please consider helping, 
even if it’s only for a couple of hours.  
All levels of skill are needed.  Brush‐
Up is a public service project de‐

signed to help low‐income elderly and permanently disabled home‐
owners by pain ng the exterior of their home.  It takes several hours 
of your me and is extremely rewarding to help someone who does 
not have the physical ability to paint their home, and cannot afford to 
pay someone to do the work.  It’s a great way to work with others, 
help someone in need, and have a li le fun along the way. This is the 
30th year of Paint‐A‐Thon and St. Paul’s has par cipated every year! 
Through Brush‐Up, over 2,834 homes have been painted to date in 
the Metro area.  Contact Joel Christensen, Jay Schroeder or the 
church office.  Joel can be reached at 402‐943‐8196.  Jay can be 
reached at 402‐896‐0411. 

 

Friday, August 3rd 
from 6 pm to 9 pm   

There will be live music, food 
trucks, bounce houses, beverag‐
es (beer by Thunderhead Brew‐
ery), Local businesses, our police 
and fire department.  Come and 
be a part of a very fun evening.   

Food, fellowship and fun all here 
at the St. Paul's Block Party!   

See you there! 

St. Paul Lutheran Community   

Keep our youth and leaders in your prayers as they a end the Na onal Youth Gathering in Houston Tex‐
as.  The group le  on Monday, June 25th (l) and on Tuesday, June 26th, they were at the Houston Space 
Center (r).  They will return to Omaha on July 2nd.  Please keep our youth in your prayers while they are 
in Houston! Visit our Facebook and 
Instagram pages for updates and pic‐
tures. Young people are right now 
growing in their faith and are being 
challenged and inspired to live their 
faith in their daily lives!  

Na onal Youth Gathering in Houston 
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From the St. Paul’s Library 
Summer is here and it is me to 
relax the hec c schedules and 
have fun!! 

If you are looking for some sum‐
mer escape, please look no far‐
ther than the St. Paul’s Library. 
A er fun at the pool or baseball 
game why not head inside to 
watch a great DVD with the fami‐
ly and a fresh bowl of popcorn!  
The library has many DVD’s for 
the en re family: 

Facing the Giants—
Never give up, never 
back down, never 
lose faith 

Narnia—
The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe 
and also Prince Cas‐
pian (a Classic!) 

The Long Shot—based 
on a true story, a sin‐
gle mother and a 
horse find a way to 
hope. 

Do the children need 
some quiet me inside to cool 
down?  Consider these DVD’s: 

Cars (Disney Pixar) 

 

Blue Mountain 
Mystery (a Thom‐
as the Train DVD) 

 

 

Danial Goes to 
School (PBS) 

 

A Good Read  
How DARING are YOU? 
FROM THE BOOK CLUB 

Do you have a hobby you are passionate about?  
Have you traveled abroad?  Rosemary Mahoney 
recounts her travel in Egypt in her book DOWN 
THE NILE Alone in a Fisherman’s Skiff.    Yes, a 
woman alone on the Nile River who, as a pas‐
sionate rower, decided this was on her bucket 
list.  Egypt has definite cultural biases concern‐
ing women and expecta ons of what they can 
do, where they can go etc.  Learn about her ex‐
ploits in this fascina ng book available in the 

church library then join us to talk about adventure on a north flowing 
river. 

Please join us for a discussion about the book on Wednesday, July 11 at 
10:00 in the church library.  Have a cup of coffee or tea and a snack and 
relax with friends from the church and community. 

The Best of Elmo 
(Sesame Street) 

We also have sev‐
eral DVD’s from 
the series Peppa 
the Pig 
 

and the ever‐
popular Veggie 
Tales series. 

Are you planning 
on a car trip or 
just need to relax 
and listen to a 

great book?  The library can help.  
Please take a look at the audio 
book sec on. 

Of course, there are many won‐
derful books to choose from for 
the en re family as well. 

Happy reading!! 

Adult Small Groups  
at St. Paul's 
Did you know that we currently 
have small groups that meet reg‐
ularly? Please let us know if you 
are interested in learning about 
becoming a member of a small 
group. You can even start up a 
new one! Contact Nichole 
nbaugh@splcomaha.org or April 
Taggs ataggs@splcomaha.org for 
more informa on.  
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Stewardship 
What Does Stewardship Mean to You? 
BY  JERRY   WARNER 

Megan Moslander is Director of Stewardship & Development.   Contact Megan at mmoslander@splcomaha.org 

I recently had the opportunity to 
a end a Synod sponsored retreat 
which focused on stewardship. 
As Megan men oned in a recent 
ar cle, the presenters did an ex‐
cellent job of connec ng with us 
by covering and emphasizing the 
basis for stewardship in scripture. 

As you are probably aware, the 
term “steward” in the Bible re‐
fers to the person whose job was 
to take care of the pigs for the 
landowner. From that beginning, 
the word stewardship has o en 
been used to describe other as‐
pects of farming, especially the 
process of taking care of the 
land.  

As a farm manager during my 
en re career, my job has been to 
make sure farms are taken care 
of well by not allowing weeds to 

take over, to prevent erosion, 
and to build fer lity, thus making 
the land be er.  All of this stew‐
ardship helps the land to produce 
more for us now as well as for 
those who will rely on it in the 
future. 

To me, stewardship is about tak‐
ing good care of something. Our 
current stewardship drive is 
about taking care of one another. 
The reason St Paul’s congrega‐

on exists is to take care of one 
another. Our congrega on does a 
wonderful job of suppor ng one 
another. Our facili es and our 
programs allow us to do what we 
do best. 

Over the years, we have invested 
a lot of money in building won‐
derful facili es and developing 
excellent programs that serve us 

Mortgage Reduc on 
Campaign Update 
We are proud to announce that 
as of June 24,  a total of $511,000 
has been pledged.  With the goal 
of $1 million dollars we are well 
on our way with the support and 
prayers of so many members of 
the congrega on. From $1 to $1 
million, each dollar counts as we 
work to alleviate the strain of the 
mortgage debt and build up the 
reserve fund.   

very well. This of course all 
comes at a price. 

Our current mortgage reduc on 
campaign is focused on taking 
care of the financial commit‐
ments we have. We’ve made 
great progress the past few 
months. Thank you for all that 
you have done so far. More is 
possible with everyone’s help. 
Thank you for taking care of one 
another! 

 

If you are interested in serving 
on the Stewardship Commi ee 
or you would like to share your 
thoughts about stewardship, 
please contact Megan Mos‐
lander at  402‐669‐0061 or  
mmoslander@splcomaha.org .    
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The Second Mile 
Walking the Extra Mile in Stewardship 
We will have a second mile offer‐
ing in the early part of July to 
help fund St. Paul’s Annual Block 
Party.  This ministry reaches out 
to the Millard community with 
ac vi es to foster friendships 
with our neighbors who live or 
work near our church building.  It 
will once again be held in August.  
Be prepared to come and have 
fun and meet our neighbors! 
 
Your generosity towards the end 
of July will help St. Paul’s fund 

the reading program for two area 
schools.  Our members go into 
the classrooms at Rockwell Ele‐
mentary in Millard and Miller 
Park in OPS once each month 
during the school year.  This is an 
expensive program since we pro‐
vide each student with their own 
copy of the book read that 
month.  Please consider a gener‐
ous offering and if you are inter‐
ested in becoming a reader, you 
can contact Jane Coen or the 
church office. 

St. Paul’s is a member of the 
Faithful Builders Coali on for 
Habitat for Humanity.  We will be 
par cipa ng for our 25th year, 
along with a group of Omaha 
churches that will donate money, 
materials, and the labor neces‐
sary to build “a simple, decent, 
house.” (Other in‐kind dona ons 
from businesses in the construc‐

on trade are welcome to com‐
plete the project as well.) 

Dona on Acknowledgement 
Funds will need to be raised by 
our coali on of 13 churches to 
complete the project.  The new 
Habitat ReStore at 10930 Emme  
Street (108th and Maple) has 
been in opera on since July of 
2012.  Dona ons of building ma‐
terials can be made at this loca‐

on and at the old loca on at 
1003 S. 24th Street.   Some of the 

Habitat for Humanity  
Volunteers Needed for 25th Home Build 

proceeds from sales at the Re‐
Store have been applied to the 
finances of houses since 2010.  

This Year’s House (13956 Hickory 
Circle) 
We will begin building this year’s 
“Faithful Builders” Habitat home 
beginning on Saturday, July 28th. 
The comple on date is set for 
October 27th.  For the project to 
succeed, the following resources 
are required: 

 Financial Support . . . Please 
use your regular giving enve‐
lope and designate some dol‐
lars in the “other” giving cate‐
gory . . . Make your check paya‐
ble to St. Paul’s and write “for 
Habitat” in the legend and on 
your giving envelope. 

 Volunteers to work 6‐hour 
shi s, including framing, deck‐

ing, interior wall framing, win‐
dow se ng, drywall installa‐

on, pain ng, trim carpentry, 
and general clean up.  Profes‐
sionals will do electrical, 
plumbing, roofing, and drywall 
finishing. 

 Volunteers to provide food and 
water for a morning break and 
lunch.  St. Paul’s is the food day 
host on Saturday August 4th. 

 Prayers for safety and for our 
success with this project. 

How to Volunteer 
Volunteer worksheets and regis‐
tra on instruc ons will be availa‐
ble in the commons area.  On line 
registra on is expected at: 
h ps:// nyurl.com/
faithfulbuilder2018   Reserva on 
code: 2018   

For those that would provide 
food for St. Paul’s food day of 
August 4th, please e‐mail 
jbjohnsonband@hotmail.com  or 
call Jerry’s cell at 402‐850‐0027 
and leave a message.   Don’t be 
afraid to sign up for something 
that you have not tried before.  
All skill levels are needed on all 
workdays.  (Workers minimum 
age is 16 with parental permis‐
sion.) 

Cash or check dona ons, marked 
“Habitat for Humanity,” may be 
sent to St. Paul’s.   

Thank you for your me, money, 
food and prayers! 
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“Adri ” rated PG‐13 and current‐
ly in theaters.  This movie is 
based on the true‐life event of a 
couple who sail the Pacific Ocean 
finding adventure and encounter 
a Category 4 hurricane.  The film 
gives insight into the heroic 
efforts of the heroine who strug‐
gles to survive despite all the 
challenges.  This movie keeps you 
invested because you want to 
know how it will all end.  The tle 
adri  is both about the broken 
sailboat and the lives of the peo‐
ple on it.  Good movie, we should 
talk a er you see it.  

 ½  

The “Bible” wri en by many au‐
thors, inspired by God.  Yes, the 
Bible, this one book filled with 
many books (66) is something 
that everyone should try and 
read, once through.  If you have, 
good for you, try it again and see 
what changes have taken place in 
your understanding of God’s 
Word.  If you have not read it 
through, this summer is a great 

me to start.  Which transla on 
you use is up to you.  If you do 
not have a Bible one will be given 
to you free of charge here at St. 
Paul’s.  Try reading a chapter or 
several chapters a day.  I think 
you will discover that the Bible 
has some interes ng things to 
say to us about God, God’s peo‐
ple and our rela onships to both.  
Even a er reading only some of 
it, I would love to talk with you 
about it.  All ques ons are wel‐
come.    

“Solo: A Star Wars Story” Rated 
PG‐13 and currently in theaters.  
This movie is the backstory to 
Han Solo.  Many cri cs pan this 
film but I liked it.  There is even a 
Lutheran Theme here with “Saint 
and Sinner” descrip on of our 
hero.  He tells his love interest; “I 
am an Outlaw!”  She replies; “Yes 
you are, but you are also a Good 
man who cares for others!”  This 
is an apt descrip on of the man 
and the movie.  Solo does try and 
have it both ways, maybe that is 
why the cri cs hated it.  But of 
course, as a Lutheran, I loved it.  
May the force be with you!  

½  
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Council Highlights: 
Submi ed this month by Joel Christensen, Council Secretary 

St. Paul’s Council 
 Susie S eren, President 

Teresa Campbell, Vice President 
Sco  Custard, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 
Dan Abendroth 
Don Anderson 
Bob Mennenga 

Wednesday service a endance 
has been very low and whether 
we con nue the rest of the sum‐
mer will be evaluated at the end 
of June.  Either way, the three 
Wednesday outdoor services will 
be held and Wednesday services 
will be held in the fall.   

Pastor Paul and others have been 
approached about when we 
might call a second pastor.  We 
are saying it will be a while and 
finances will have to be consid‐
ered. 

Led by Rob Sauer, Staff and 
Council met for two four‐hour 
sessions on Strategic Planning 
Thursday evening and Sunday 
a ernoon, May 17 and 20.  Noth‐
ing assigned yet, but we will 
leave on the agenda for the July 
mee ng to move ahead under 
the new Council. 

Jim Larson distributed details of a 
Family Life Center lower level fin‐
ishing plan that would use only 
restricted St. Paul’s funds to fin‐
ish four classrooms, a large gath‐
ering room and restrooms in the 
basement.  The remaining cost, 
plus monthly opera ng costs, 
would have to come from the 
Trinity Chris an Academy (TCA).  
The TCA had previously ap‐
proached us about the idea of 
finishing the basement for theirs 
and St. Paul’s use in me for the 
2019‐2020 school year.  They will 
be updated with the current in‐
forma on to see if they are s ll 
interested.  On a related issue, 
Property has been asked to move 
forward with plans to dispose of 
unneeded items now stored in 
the basement.  We will consider 

a garage sale, dona ons etc.  
Emily iden fied only a handful of 
items needed so far and the con‐
grega on will be made aware of 
plans to clear the area. 

One of our small groups request‐
ed we approve their plans to 
have a fundraiser on September 
9th in the Family Life Center for 
the purpose of debt reduc on.  
Wine would be served which can 
be covered by our liquor license.    
They were given permission to 
proceed. 

A new job descrip on was ap‐
proved for April Taggs to accu‐
rately describe her change in du‐

es. 

June 24 Congrega onal  
Mee ng Highlights 
One hundred twenty‐nine mem‐
bers a ended. 

Church Council elec ons were 
held with an excellent slate of 
seven candidates:  Jared Collins, 
Jeff Hohenstein, Ka e Mauseth, 
Bob Mennenga, Susie S eren, 
Tom Wilson, and Isaac Zohner.  
Candidates elected were Susie 
S eren (second two‐year term), 
Jeff Hohenstein, Jared Collins, 
and Tom Wilson.  Council mem‐
bers comple ng one year of their 
first two‐year term are Dan 
Abendroth, Don Anderson and 
Joel Christensen.  A special 
thanks to out‐going Council 
members Teresa Campbell, Sco  
Custard and Bob Mennenga. 

Sco  Custard presented the 
treasurer’s report as wri en in 
the mee ng packet and on pow‐
er point.  We con nue to struggle 

mee ng monthly expenses with a 
net loss of $86,000 through May.  
Thanks to the capital campaign, 
our cash reserves have rebound‐
ed from a low of $53,000 to 
$89,000.  Our goal should be to 
carry reserves in excess of 
$300,000 (about 1/3 of our annu‐
al budget).  The an cipated 2018 
expenses have been reduced 
from $979,460 to $935,856 due 
primarily to personnel changes 
and a reduc on in printer/copier 
expense. 

Megan Moslander expressed 
thanks to everyone who helped 
bring the capital campaign to our 
current total of $511,000!  The 
campaign runs un l next April, 
2019.  Our goal remains 
$650,000 and our challenge goal 
is $1 million.  New commi ee 
members are welcome; the next 
mee ng is July 11th  at 7:00 pm. 

Sco  Custard reported the for‐
ma on of a Safety and Security 
Commi ee.  The commi ee’s 
goal is to have the final dra  of a 
comprehensive plan in place by 
this November.  The three areas 
it will include are “bad people”, 
disasters and sex crimes.  Omaha 
Police and Omaha Fire Depart‐
ments have already done assess‐
ments of St. Paul’s and com‐
mi ee members have a ended 
training.  Drills will be a part of it.  
New commi ee members are 
welcome. 
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Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
h ps://twi er.com/splcomaha 

h ps://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
h ps://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

The St. Paul’s Connec on  
is a publica on of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402‐895‐3366 
Publica on deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Ar cles/photos/sugges ons may 
be submi ed to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

       LuRee E Nelson 

January 7, 1925 ‐ May 
17, 2018 LuRee E. Nel‐
son was born on Janu‐
ary 7, 1925 in Papillion, 
NE, to Albert and Ella 
Wi muss and passed 

away on May 17, 2018. 
She was bap zed at St. 

Paul's Methodist Church in 
Papillion in 1925 and was a 

lifelong member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Mil‐
lard. LuRee a ended Papillion Public Schools and 
graduated as class salutatorian in 1942. She married 
Grove E. Nelson of Millard on June 15, 1946 at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church in Millard. During her mar‐
riage to Grove, LuRee enjoyed raising her four sons, 
golf, cards, dancing and socializing with her many 

friends in Omaha and in Ft. Myers, Florida during the 
winter months. In June, 1996, Grove and LuRee cele‐
brated their golden wedding anniversary. LuRee is 
survived by three sons and daughters‐in‐law: George 
and Kathy of Omaha, NE; Greg and Diane of Minne‐
apolis, MN; and John and Lisa of Inverness, FL. She is 
also survived by seven grandsons: Dax, Geoffrey, 
Brent, Eric, Kevin, Derek and Dylan; three grand‐
daughters ‐ in ‐ law; eight great‐grandchildren; and 
by brother and sister‐in‐law, Wilbert and Delores 
Wi muss of Papillion. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Grove; her son, Curt; her parents; and 
by her grandsons, Tyler and Stephen. VISITATION: 
Sunday, May 20, from 4‐7pm, at Kahler Dolce Mor‐
tuary in Papillion. LuRee’s funeral service was held 
on May 21st, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Mil‐
lard. Memorials may be directed to The Millard Edu‐
ca on Founda on, Grove E. Nelson Scholarship 
Fund, or to St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  



Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Calendar of Events 

July 2018 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 

Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m. Mon. 16 
Church Staff Meetings  9:30 a.m. Tue. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Endowment Board Meeting   4:30 p.m. Thur. 26 
Facility Team Meeting  6:30 p.m. Tue. 3 
Faith Bible Study   6:30 p.m. Thur. 19 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m. Thur. 5 
Grace Circle  6:30 p.m. Mon. 23 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m. Sun. 8 
Hope Circle  1:00 p.m. Thur. 19 
Library Team Meeting  9:30 a.m.  Wed. 11, 18 
Love Circle  11:30 a.m. Wed. 18 
Memorial Committee Meeting  2:00 p.m.  Wed. 18 
Mission Quilters   9:00 a.m.  Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Monday Night Quilters  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Stewardship Team Meeting  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 11 
TheoLocal  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 2, 16 

MEMBER CARE 

Cards in the Commons 12:30 p.m. Tue. 10, 24 
Exercise Class    8:15 a.m.  Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 8:15 a.m.  Fri.  6, 13, 20, 27 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 2 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thur. 5 
Tai Chi         9:00 a.m.  Tue.  3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 9:00 a.m.  Thur. 6, 13, 20, 27 

EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

Middle School Event 7:00 p.m.   Wed. 25 
Spirit  7:00 p.m.   Wed. 25 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 11:00 a.m. Tue. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 10:00 a.m. Thur. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.  Thur. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Wednesday Morning Book Club 10:00 a.m.  Wed. 10 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Worship Team Rehearsal  4:30 p.m.  Sat. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Worship Team Rehearsal  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 11, 18, 25 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Sat. 21 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Wednesday Outdoor Worship Service 6:30 p.m.  Wed. 18 
Saturday Evening Worship Service  5:30 p.m.  Sat. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Sunday Worship Service  9:30 a.m.  Sun. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Nursery  9:30 a.m.    Sun. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

JULY 9 —
July 12 

6:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. 

Dinner 
served at 
5:15 p.m. 



July 1—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Communion—Ginger Hansen,  
Sue Kuehl, Betty Neben, 
Steve and Nancy Steil, 

JoAnn Thompson, Donna Snowdon, 
Anna Mae Wamre 

Greeter—Ken & Karen Mass, 
Bob & Pat Mennenga 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Ken Mass 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—John Snowdon 
Usher—Norm Bensinger,  
John Keim, Jeff Hohenstein 

 
 
 

July 7—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Tori Karloff, Ellie Woehler 

Greeter—Vicky Marquardt 
Prayers-Steve Karloff Family 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—Bill Koile 
Usher—Denny Verdick, David Smith 

 
 
 

July 8—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer,  

Laci Abendroth 
Greeter—Larry & Gloria Bartels 

Nancy Steil, Gloria Jorgensen 
Hospitality-Steve and Nancy Steil 

Prayers-Houston Participants 
Reader-Donna Luedke 
Video—Renate Witt 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Norm Bensinger,  
Gary McDonald, 

Brock Flowers, Jay Schroeder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 14—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer, Ally DeSordi 

Communion—Carolyn Badtke, 
Jim MacDonald, Marie Witthoft 

Greeter—Sid Rames 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Marie Witthoft 
Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—Bill Jaquith, Gary Norenberg 
 
 
 

July 15—9:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Communion—Jane Coen, Maia Young, 
Phil & Barb Hough, Cathy Bourne, 

Ted & Donna Luedke, Barb Saighman 
Greeter—Harvey & Carol Applegate, 

Alex & Tami Williams 
Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 

Prayers-VBS Participants 
Reader-Ken Mass 

Video—Linda Kuehl 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, Cory Juma, 
John Bourne, Gary McDonald 

 
 
 

July 21—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Andi Annenberg 
Greeter—Vicky Marquardt 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Vicky Marquardt 

Video—As Assigned 
Audio—Bill Koile 

Usher—Denny Verdick, Dave Smith 
 
 
 

July 22—9:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie Woehler 

Greeter—Bill & Ina Averman, 
Chris & Teri Cain 

Hospitality-Mary Holland 
Prayers-Ken Fanta Family 

Reader-Sally Runge 
Video—Gabe Saighman 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Ted Luedke, Cory Juma 
Norm Bensinger, Alex Williams 

 
 

July 28—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Katie McGraw, 

Sofia Schommer 
Greeter—Bev Steinbaugh 

Prayers—As Assigned 
Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Video—Jeanette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Todd Whitham, Bill Jaquith 
 
 
 

July 29—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie Woehler, 

Will Woehler 
Greeter—Gary & Ardis McDonald, 

Marvin & Corinne Wastell 
Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 

Prayers-As Assgined 
Reader-Cory Juma 

Video—As Assigned 
Audio—As Assigned 

Usher—John Keim, Norm Bensinger, 
Scott Custard, John Bourne 

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Servants for July, 2018 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


