
February 14 to March 29

Written by members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Lenten Devotion Book
2018



St.	Paul’s	Lutheran	Church	continues	to	teach	and	use	the	FAITH5	as	a	way	to	equip	the	congregation	to	
talk	about	faith	at	home.	As	with	the	2017	Advent	Devotion	book,	this	Lenten	Devotion	book	contains	
devotions	written	by	members	of	the	congregation	in	the	FAITH5	format.	FAITH5	is	made	up	of	five	
steps	that	allow	people	to	talk	about	their	day,	tie	in	scripture,	and	pray	together.	The	steps	are:	

*Share-Share	something	good	or	something	not-so-good	that	happened	today;	your	highs	and	your	lows	

*Read-Read	a	scripture	verse		

*Talk-Talk	about	those	verses	and	what	they	mean	to	you.	Talk	about	how	they	apply	to	your	life	today.	

*Pray-Pray	for	your	highs	and	lows.	Pray	for	those	you	know.	Pray	for	whatever	is	on	your	heart.	

*Bless-Remind	each	other	that	we	are	loved	by	God	and	belong	to	Him.	

The	scripture	readings	in	this	book	are	based	on	a	lectionary	used	by	churches	around	the	world.	As	you	
follow	the	devotions,	you’ll	be	joined	with	others	using	the	same	text.	The	devotions	will	hopefully	help	
those	in	your	household	to	connect	with	each	other	and	reflect	during	this	Lenten	season.	It	will	also	
connect	us	as	a	congregation.		

There	are	a	few	differences	in	this	book.	There	is	not	a	devotion	written	for	each	day	of	Lent.	Most	
Mondays,	Wednesdays,	and	Fridays	are	covered.	You	may	occasionally	find	a	page	that	contains	the	
Taking	Faith	Home	handout	that	are	placed	in	each	week’s	bulletins.	We’ve	intentionally	added	these	to	
help	you	see	that	they	can	be	used	with	the	FAITH5	format.	Instructions	will	be	on	each	page.	

If	you’re	on	Facebook,	watch	for	pop-up	prayers	on	Tuesdays	and	Thursdays.	We’ll	occasionally	use	
Facebook	live	to	post	a	prayer	that	you	can	pray	with	at	that	time	or	later	in	your	day.	Be	sure	to	share	
the	prayer	on	your	Facebook	feed.	

Use	this	book	at	breakfast	or	when	you	are	going	on	a	trip.	Make	it	part	of	your	dinner	discussion	or	call	
a	friend	and	ask	the	SHARE	question.	Maybe	the	entire	assigned	reading	is	too	long	for	your	little	ones,	
but	use	the	prayer	for	that	day	as	you	tuck	them	into	bed.	

May	this	book	bless	you	and	those	you	love.	Share	it	with	others.	Look	for	devotions	online	on	the	
church	website	(www.splcomaha.org)	or	on	Facebook.		

	

FAITH5	©	Faith	Inkubators,	All	Rights	Reserved,	www.faithink.com	|	www.faith5.org	

	 	



February 14 
Maia	Young	
	
Share:	It’s	Valentine’s	Day	and	Ash	Wednesday!	Jesus	died	on	the	cross	to	forgive	us	and	show	us	His	
great	love	for	us.	Who	do	you	love?	How	do	you	show	love?	
	
Read:	Joel	2:1-2,12-17	
Blow	the	trumpet	in	Zion;	
				sound	the	alarm	on	my	holy	mountain!	
Let	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	tremble,	
				for	the	day	of	the	LORD	is	coming,	it	is	near—	
a	day	of	darkness	and	gloom,	
				a	day	of	clouds	and	thick	darkness!	
Like	blackness	spread	upon	the	mountains	
				a	great	and	powerful	army	comes;	
their	like	has	never	been	from	of	old,	
				nor	will	be	again	after	them	
				in	ages	to	come.	
	
Talk:	Talk	about	what	it	means	to	really	repent.	Who	is	repenting	for?	When	we	reach	a	certain	age	are	
we	“good	to	go”	meaning	we	do	not	have	to	worry	about	the	coming	of	the	Lord?	What	about	when	we	
were	a	newborn	baby?	What	could	we	possibly	have	done	to	require	repentance?	One	thing	every	
religion	can	agree	on	is	the	Bible	is	the	book	to	follow	to	live	a	life	like	God.	In	Joel,	as	well	as	the	rest	of	
the	bible,	there	are	many	hints	that	God	is	our	friend	and	wants	to	be	around	us.	Would	we	not	
apologize	to	our	friend	if	we	wronged	them?	I	think	it’s	important	to	acknowledge	our	falling	short	of	
God’s	Glory	and	ask	for	forgiveness	because	we	are	talking	about	our	eternal	life.	And	although	I	believe	
God	is	all-loving,	I	also	believe	he	wants	us	to	be	the	best	us.	Talk	about	what	the	coming	of	the	Lord	
means	to	you.	It	is	supposed	to	be	a	happy	time,	but	Joel	has	a	difference	of	opinion.	He	warns	us	that	
when	we	hear	the	sound	of	the	trumpet	we	all	should	tremble	in	fear.	
	
Pray:	Lord,	please	be	my	most	humble	advisor.	Turn	me	away	from	wickedness	and	sin.	
Continue	to	work	on	me	so	I	know	I	will	be	ready	for	when	you	come	to	the	Earth	and	I	will	rejoice	and	
not	cower	or	wonder	if	I	have	lived	my	life	worthy	of	you.	Lord,	I	am	so	sorry	for	all	the	wrongs	I	have	
thought	or	done	to	you	or	my	neighbor.	Please	forgive	me	and	allow	me	to	live	with	you	ever	after	in	
your	Kingdom.	
	
Bless:	When	our	Lord	comes	to	Earth,	may	you	be	confident	in	your	path	that	you	will	not	cower	in	fear	
but	have	faith	that	you	are	ready	to	live	forever	with	our	King.	May	God	always	walk	with	you	and	be	
your	Guide.	May	you	weep	tears	of	pain	and	joy	when	you	are	praying;	pain	because	you	are	so	sorry	for	
your	wrong	actions	and	joy	in	knowing	he	will	forgive	you.	
	 	



February 16 
Pastor	Paul	Coen	
	
Share:	Talk	about	the	last	time	you	begged	to	have	something	happen	for	you.	
	
Read:		Psalm	51:1,	10-12			
Have	mercy	on	me,	O	God,	
				according	to	your	steadfast	love;	
according	to	your	abundant	mercy	
				blot	out	my	transgressions.	

Create	in	me	a	clean	heart,	O	God,	
				and	put	a	new	and	right[a]	spirit	within	me.	
Do	not	cast	me	away	from	your	presence,	
				and	do	not	take	your	holy	spirit	from	me.	
Restore	to	me	the	joy	of	your	salvation,	
				and	sustain	in	me	a	willing[b]	spirit.	

Talk:	I	saw	a	great	ad	in	the	Minneapolis	Tribune	on	Monday	Jan.	15th	after	the	Minnesota	Vikings	beat	
the	New	Orleans	Saints	with	a	miracle	pass	catch	to	score	a	touchdown	in	the	last	second	of	the	game.		
The	ad	stated:		“For	all	those	who	made	promises	during	the	last	minute	of	yesterday’s	game,	you	can	
attend	Mass	at	9:30am,	10:30am	and	11:30am.		Remember	your	promise!”	
	
I	believe	they	were	referring	to	how	many	of	us	prayed	that	if	we	won,	we	would……God	always	
remembers	God’s	promise	to	us	even	when	we	don’t	remember	our	promises	to	God.		We	do	not	have	
to	beg	for	God’s	love;	it	is	already	ours.	The	prayer	of	Psalm	51	is	based	on	a	view	that	we	need	to	
remind	God	of	God’s	promise	for	us.	Or,	maybe	we	have	to	remind	ourselves	of	a	God	who	is	faithful	
even	we	are	not.	
	
I	have	no	idea	how	many	folks	who	begged	God	for	a	victory	went	to	church	the	next	week	after	the	
game.		For	us,	as	God’s	people,	we	don’t	need	to	beg	for	God’s	love,	for	God’s	forgiveness	or	for	God’s	
Holy	Spirit	to	guide	us.	All	we	do	is	ask	to	be	reminded	of	what	God	has	already	given.	God	does	not	
want	our	guilt	offerings,	but	our	faithful	hearts.		No	begging	required.	
	
Pray:	Loving	God,	help	us	to	remember	that	your	love	is	ours	in	Jesus	Christ,	in	whose	name	we	pray.		
Amen.	
	
Bless:	May	God’s	Holy	Spirit	guide	us	and	keep	us	faithful	always.		
	 	



February 19 
Ginger	Hansen	
	
Share:	Talk	about	how	you	feel	when	a	friend	or	someone	you	like	to	be	around	stops	spending	time	
with	you	or	talking	to	you.	

Read:	Genesis	9:	12-15	
God	said,	“This	is	the	sign	of	the	covenant	that	I	make	between	me	and	you	and	every	living	creature	
that	is	with	you,	for	all	future	generations:	I	have	set	my	bow	in	the	clouds,	and	it	shall	be	a	sign	of	the	
covenant	between	me	and	the	earth.	When	I	bring	clouds	over	the	earth	and	the	bow	is	seen	in	the	
clouds,	I	will	remember	my	covenant	that	is	between	me	and	you	and	every	living	creature	of	all	flesh;	
and	the	waters	shall	never	again	become	a	flood	to	destroy	all	flesh.	

Talk:	Since	the	beginning	when	God	created	people,	He	has	wanted	to	have	a	relationship	with	us.		He	
asks	us	to	follow	his	commandments,	his	directions	for	living.		He	wants	us	to	talk	to	him	about	our	life:	
the	things	that	make	us	happy;	what	makes	us	unhappy;	to	ask	what	we	should	do	when	we	have	a	
problem;	to	ask	what	we	need	to	do	every	day;	and	really	talk	and	listen	to	him	all	the	time.		He	gets	
unhappy	when	we	forget	to	spend	time	and	talk	with	him	and	obey	him.	This	has	been	shown	through	
many	stories	in	the	Bible.		When	Adam	and	Eve	disobeyed	him	He	sent	them	out	of	the	Garden	of	Eden.		
In	these	verses	we	just	read,	we	hear	God	talking	to	Noah.		Noah	was	the	only	one	who	believed	and	
obeyed	God	and	built	an	ark	when	he	was	told	to	build	it	by	God.		God	then	flooded	the	earth	with	a	lot	
of	rain	(I	wonder	if	the	flood	was	really	God’s	tears	because	He	was	so	unhappy	with	all	the	people	not	
obeying	him	and	spending	time	with	Him)!		The	ark	saved	Noah,	his	family	and	the	animals	but	
destroyed	everything	else	on	earth.	The	verses	we	read	were	about	the	rainbow	God	told	Noah	He	
would	put	in	the	sky	to	remind	us,	and	God,	that	He	would	never	again	flood	the	entire	earth	and	
destroy	all	people.		Think	about	what	is	necessary	to	have	a	rainbow.		We	need	to	have	water	and	
sunlight.			In	our	lives	we	need	to	have	the	living	water	(God)	and	“son”light	(Jesus).	

Pray:	God,	please	help	me	and	everyone	to	remember	how	much	you	want	us	to	spend	time	with	you.		
Thank	you	for	all	you	have	given	us	and	how	you	guide	us,	if	we	take	time	to	listen	to	you.		I	am	glad	that	
you	sometimes	cause	it	to	rain	and	then	have	the	sun	shine	at	the	same	time,	so	we	see	your	rainbow	
and	remember	how	much	you	love	us	and	want	us	to	be	your	friend	and	spend	time	with	you.	

Bless:	May	your	life	be	filled	with	rainbows!	

	 	



February 21 
Susie	Stieren	
	
Share:	Talk	about	a	time	when	you	didn’t	know	how	to	do	something	and	someone	showed	you,	or	a	
time	when	you	showed	someone	how	to	do	something.	
	
Read:	Psalm	25:4-5	
Make	me	to	know	your	ways,	O	LORD;	
				teach	me	your	paths.	
Lead	me	in	your	truth,	and	teach	me,	
				for	you	are	the	God	of	my	salvation;	
				for	you	I	wait	all	day	long.	
	
Talk:	“Don’t	tell	me,	show	me!”	I’ve	heard	this	many	times	as	a	teacher	and	as	a	parent.		And	I’ve	said	it,	
too,	as	a	student	and	as	a	life-long	learner.		Whether	it	was	showing	second-graders	how	to	do	two-digit	
multiplication,	or	showing	a	4-year-old	how	to	tie	his	shoes,	some	things	are	better	to	be	demonstrated	
rather	than	just	talked	about.		My	dad	didn’t	tell	me	how	to	ride	a	bike,	he	ran	with	me	and	held	on	to	
the	back	of	the	banana	seat	to	show	me	how	it	felt	to	pedal	and	balance.		In	this	Psalm,	I	think	the	writer	
is	asking	for	that	kind	of	concrete	teaching	and	guidance	from	God.		We	have	God’s	Word	to	explain	
how	to	live	our	lives	in	Him,	but	sometimes	it	seems	difficult	and	we	need	a	little	more.		That’s	when	we	
ask	God	to	SHOW	us;		to	provide	us	with	Pastors	and	Bible	study	leaders	to	help	us	interpret	His	words	
for	us;	to	fill	us	with	His	Spirit	so	we	can	understand;		to	surround	us	with	Christian	friends	to	support	us	
when	we	aren’t	sure	what	to	do.		And	He	gave	us	His	Son	as	the	ultimate	example	to	follow.		“Show	
me…	teach	me…	guide	me…”.	These	requests	of	God	are	just	as	timely	today	as	the	day	they	were	
written.		When	we	ask	Him,	He	has	so	many	different	ways	of	answering	us.		We	just	have	to	open	our	
eyes	to	see	it,	and	keep	our	hope	in	Him	all	day	long.		
	
Pray:	Dear	Lord,	your	ways	are	best.		Help	us	turn	to	you	for	guidance	in	all	we	do	in	our	lives.		Teach	us	
to	rely	on	you	and	trust	in	your	goodness.		Show	us	the	way.		Amen.	
	
Bless:	As	you	make	the	sign	of	the	cross	on	each	other’s	foreheads	or	hands,	say,	“God	loves	you	and	He	
will	show	you	the	way!”	
	 	



February 23 
Pastor	Paul	Coen	

Share:	How	much	would	you	pay	or	do	to	be	loved?	

Read:	1	Peter	3:18				
For	Christ	also	suffered[a]	for	sins	once	for	all,	the	righteous	for	the	unrighteous,	in	order	to	bring	you[b]	to	
God.	He	was	put	to	death	in	the	flesh,	but	made	alive	in	the	spirit.	

Talk:	The	first	rock	concert	I	went	to	was	when	I	was	in	8th	grade	and	saw	a	band	called	The	
Associations.		They	had	a	couple	of	hits,	but	one	of	them	was	quite	iconic;	it	was	called	“Cherish”.		I	even	
had	the	privilege	of	singing	that	song	in	swing	choir.		But	the	word	‘cherish’	is	not	fully	understood.		The	
song	comes	close,	and	Hallmark	cards	have	tried,	but	they	don’t	measure	up	to	the	Biblical	definition:		
To	cherish	a	person	or	thing	means	you	would	do	whatever	is	necessary	to	protect	the	person	or	to	
acquire	the	object	of	your	love	or	desire.	

God	cherishes	us;	so	much	so	that	God	willingly	gave	God’s	only	Son,	Jesus,	to	die	for	us	so	that	we	may	
have	the	promise	of	eternal	life.		Even	though	we	do	not	deserve	this	incredible	gift	or	even	God’s	love,		
God	cherishes	us.		God	would	and	did	that	which	was	absolutely	necessary	to	protect	us	from	the	
consequences	of	sin,	eternal	death	and	the	power	of	the	devil	even	a	death	on	the	cross.	

So	when	you	hear	the	word	cherish,	or	even	the	song,	“Cherish”	by	The	Associations,	put	in	your	mind’s	
eye	Jesus	going	to	the	cross	to	protect	us	from	evil	and	ourselves,	because	he	loves	us	that	much.	

Pray:	Merciful	God,	let	us	never	forget	the	cost	of	your	love	for	us.		Amen.	

Bless:	May	God’s	Grace	wash	over	us	and	take	away	our	sin	and	doubts.							 	



February 26 
Pastor	Paul	Coen	
	
Share:	Has	someone	made	you	a	promise	and	maybe	you	were	a	bit	skeptical	they	would	keep	it?		Why?	
	
Read:	Genesis	17:1-7				
When	Abram	was	ninety-nine	years	old,	the	LORD	appeared	to	Abram,	and	said	to	him,	“I	am	God	
Almighty;[a]	walk	before	me,	and	be	blameless.	And	I	will	make	my	covenant	between	me	and	you,	and	
will	make	you	exceedingly	numerous.”	Then	Abram	fell	on	his	face;	and	God	said	to	him,	“As	for	me,	this	
is	my	covenant	with	you:	You	shall	be	the	ancestor	of	a	multitude	of	nations.	No	longer	shall	your	name	
be	Abram,[b]	but	your	name	shall	be	Abraham;[c]	for	I	have	made	you	the	ancestor	of	a	multitude	of	
nations.	I	will	make	you	exceedingly	fruitful;	and	I	will	make	nations	of	you,	and	kings	shall	come	from	
you.	I	will	establish	my	covenant	between	me	and	you,	and	your	offspring	after	you	throughout	their	
generations,	for	an	everlasting	covenant,	to	be	God	to	you	and	to	your	offspring[d]	after	you.	
	
Talk:	I	was	15	years	old	and	behaving	badly.	My	father	was	not	pleased	with	me,	and	in	fact	quite	angry	
with	me.		I	don’t	even	know	what	I	did	to	get	the	talking-to	I	received.		I	was	too	old	for	a	spanking	and	
being	grounded	just	wasn’t	in	the	cards,	but	I	do	remember	what	he	said	to	me:	
	
“You	are	my	son	and	you	will	always	be	my	son.	You	carry	our	name	and	because	of	that	I	expect	you	to	
behave	as	my	son.		I	promise	that	I	will	always	care	for	you.			But	what	you	did	made	me	so	mad	and	
right	now	I	am	not	very	happy	with	you	at	all!”	
	
This	made	me	cry.		For	one	thing,	I	had	disappointed	my	dad	and	that	made	me	feel	truly	ashamed.		But	
he	told	me	that	I	would	always	be	his	son	and	no	matter	what,	he	would	always	care	for	me.		Saying	“I	
love	you”	is	very	rare	for	my	dad,	but	I	knew	he	loved	me,	because	of	what	he	said	and	how	he	said	it.	
God	made	a	promise	to	Abraham	that	he	would	be	the	father	of	a	chosen	people.		In	baptism	God	
makes	us	his	family	by	water	and	a	word	of	promise;	a	promise	that	will	never	be	broken.	
	
Pray:	Gracious	God,	thank	you	for	making	us	your	own.		Thank	you	for	making	a	promise	to	us	that	will	
never	be	broken.		Amen.	
	
Bless:	May	God’s	promise	of	love,	empower	you	and	encourage	you,	now	and	always.		
	 	



February 28 
Toni	Flermoen	
	
Share:	Name	one	challenge	you	are	facing	right	now.	

Read:	Psalm	22:23-24	
You	who	fear	the	LORD,	praise	him!	
				All	you	offspring	of	Jacob,	glorify	him;	
				stand	in	awe	of	him,	all	you	offspring	of	Israel!	
For	he	did	not	despise	or	abhor	
				the	affliction	of	the	afflicted;	
he	did	not	hide	his	face	from	me,[a]	
				but	heard	when	I[b]	cried	to	him.	
	
Talk:	How	many	times	in	your	life	have	you	faced	a	challenge,	only	to	end	up	frustrated	and	angry	with	
God?	I	can	think	of	a	few.	Did	you	cry	and	scream	out,	“Where	are	you?!”	thinking	he’d	left	you	alone	
and	helpless?	Stop	and	think	for	a	moment…perhaps	it	is	you	who	walked	away	from	God.	Have	you	
been	praying	honestly	or	asking	for	what	you	want?	God	never	left.	He	is	always	here	listening	and	
answering.		
When	we	pray	for	others	and	ask	for	guidance,	God	listens,	and	will	always	answer	us	in	his	time	with	
the	right	solution	for	us.	

Pray:	Pray	for	veterans	who	have	no	place	to	go.	Let	them	know	that	we	care	about	them.	Pray	for	our	
friends	who	are	struggling	financially	and	emotionally.	Give	them	hope	and	peace	of	mind.	

Bless:	May	you	feel	God’s	peace	and	presence	as	you	walk	through	this	challenge	knowing	that	He	never	
leaves	you.	 	



March 2 
Karen	Hansen	
	
Share:	Talk	about	a	time	someone	set	an	example	of	faith	for	you.	
	
Read:	Romans	4:	18-25	
Hoping	against	hope,	he	believed	that	he	would	become	“the	father	of	many	nations,”	according	to	
what	was	said,	“So	numerous	shall	your	descendants	be.”	He	did	not	weaken	in	faith	when	he	
considered	his	own	body,	which	was	already[a]	as	good	as	dead	(for	he	was	about	a	hundred	years	old),	
or	when	he	considered	the	barrenness	of	Sarah’s	womb.	No	distrust	made	him	waver	concerning	the	
promise	of	God,	but	he	grew	strong	in	his	faith	as	he	gave	glory	to	God,	being	fully	convinced	that	God	
was	able	to	do	what	he	had	promised.	Therefore	his	faith[b]	“was	reckoned	to	him	as	
righteousness.”	Now	the	words,	“it	was	reckoned	to	him,”	were	written	not	for	his	sake	alone,	but	for	
ours	also.	It	will	be	reckoned	to	us	who	believe	in	him	who	raised	Jesus	our	Lord	from	the	dead,	who	
was	handed	over	to	death	for	our	trespasses	and	was	raised	for	our	justification.	
	
Talk:	I	am	so	thankful	for	the	examples	of	faith	God	has	set	before	us.	Abraham	is	one	at	the	top	of	the	
list.		Just	think;	he	was	told	he	would	be	“the	Father	of	Many	Nations”,	yet	he	was	old	enough	to	be	a	
great	grandfather,	not	a	first-time	dad.	And	Sarah	his	wife,	well,	her	hot	flashes	and”	change	of	life”	
were	years	behind	her.	Yet	Abraham	believed	they	would	have	a	son	“because	God	said	so.”		Look	to	the	
example	of	Abraham	when	life’s	challenges	and	goals	seem	out	of	reach.	Remember	the	verse	from	
Luke1:37	that	“with	God,	nothing	is	impossible”.	That’s	what	faith	is	all	about.	Seek	the	guidance	and	
direction	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Even	when	something	seems	hopeless	or	impossible,	go	forward.	Step	out	of	
the	boat.	Follow	Abraham’s	example	and	believe	“because	God	said	so!”	
	
Pray:	Lord,	be	in	all	we	do.	Show	us	your	will	and	your	way.		Give	us	courage	and	equip	us	to	meet	the	
challenges	and	goals	of	life	with	you	beside	us.	In	Jesus’	name	we	pray.	Amen.	
	
Bless:	May	we	have	faith	to	follow	the	example	of	Abraham,	and	may	our	faith	be	an	example	to	others.	
	 	



	

March 5 
Don	Anderson	
	
Share:	Talk	about	a	time	when	you	did	not	follow	guidance	and	how	this	affected	a	person	or	a	
relationship.	
	
Read:	Exodus	20:1-17	
Then	God	spoke	all	these	words:	

I	am	the	LORD	your	God,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	out	of	the	house	of	slavery;	you	shall	
have	no	other	gods	before[a]	me.	

You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	an	idol,	whether	in	the	form	of	anything	that	is	in	heaven	above,	or	that	
is	on	the	earth	beneath,	or	that	is	in	the	water	under	the	earth.	You	shall	not	bow	down	to	them	or	
worship	them;	for	I	the	LORD	your	God	am	a	jealous	God,	punishing	children	for	the	iniquity	of	parents,	
to	the	third	and	the	fourth	generation	of	those	who	reject	me,	but	showing	steadfast	love	to	the	
thousandth	generation[b]	of	those	who	love	me	and	keep	my	commandments.	

You	shall	not	make	wrongful	use	of	the	name	of	the	LORD	your	God,	for	the	LORD	will	not	acquit	anyone	
who	misuses	his	name.	

Remember	the	sabbath	day,	and	keep	it	holy.	Six	days	you	shall	labor	and	do	all	your	work.	But	the	
seventh	day	is	a	sabbath	to	the	LORD	your	God;	you	shall	not	do	any	work—you,	your	son	or	your	
daughter,	your	male	or	female	slave,	your	livestock,	or	the	alien	resident	in	your	towns.	For	in	six	days	
the	LORD	made	heaven	and	earth,	the	sea,	and	all	that	is	in	them,	but	rested	the	seventh	day;	therefore	
the	LORD	blessed	the	sabbath	day	and	consecrated	it.	

Honor	your	father	and	your	mother,	so	that	your	days	may	be	long	in	the	land	that	the	LORD	your	God	is	
giving	you.	

You	shall	not	murder.[c]	

You	shall	not	commit	adultery.	

You	shall	not	steal.	

You	shall	not	bear	false	witness	against	your	neighbor.	

You	shall	not	covet	your	neighbor’s	house;	you	shall	not	covet	your	neighbor’s	wife,	or	male	or	female	
slave,	or	ox,	or	donkey,	or	anything	that	belongs	to	your	neighbor.	

Talk:	Everyone	has	someone	who	has	specific	expectation	for	all	of	us	to	follow;	from	our	parents,	to	
friends	on	the	block,	to	strangers	on	the	internet	we	just	met,	whether	we	acknowledge	them	or	not.		In	
our	jobs	we	are	expected	to	dress	a	certain	way,	to	speak	in	a	certain	way,	to	be	helpful	in	a	certain	way	
and	to	be	judged	by	the	actions	we	take	for	that	job.	Someone,	somewhere,	no	matter	where	you	are	in	



time,	always	has	an	opinion	to	go	with	these	expectations;	no	matter	the	venue	they	come	within,	from	
text	messages,	to	online	articles,	to	phone	calls.				
	
All	of	these	expectations	and	opinions	have	created	a	truckload	of	noise	which	is	hard	to	filter	out.	It	
leads	to	much	confusion,	creates	lots	of	misunderstandings,	and	feelings	of	ill	will	and	discontent.	Our	
Father	in	Heaven	knew	this	would	happen	as	he	watched	over	us,	so	he	decided	to	provide	us	with	the	
Ten	Commandments	to	govern	our	personal	and	spiritual	life.			
	
Exodus	reminds	us	that	in	stormy	seas	of	life,	the	Ten	Commandments	act	as	our	life	preserver	to	keep	
us	afloat	as	the	waters	of	life	thrash	us	about.	They	help	us	to	govern	our	actions	and	reactions	to	our	
world.	They	help	us	identify	and	find	people	of	the	same	beliefs.	They	lay	down	a	path	for	the	righteous	
man	and	woman	to	follow	to	be	closer	to	God,	because	we	believe	in	him.	
	
As	we	float	through	this	season	of	Lent,	let	us	each	take	time	to	review	these	ancient	words	and	bring	
new	life	to	them	in	our	personal,	professional,	and	family	life.		After	all,	GOD	gave	his	only	son	to	save	
us,	but	GOD	first	gave	us	these	commandments	to	bind	us	always	to	him.	
	
Pray:	For	those	who	have	lost	their	way	in	life,	who	have	fallen	down	spiritually.	Grant	them	mercy;	let	
them	know	they	are	still	loved,	and	help	heal	their	damaged	spirit.	
	
For	those	of	you	who	have	been	faithful	and	steadfast	in	these	relentless	waves	of	life	as	they	crash	into	
you,	REJOICE,	for	your	father	in	heaven	is	most	pleased	with	you.		Go	forth	and	help	those	who	need	
your	help	and	guidance	who	did	not	succeed.	
	
Bless:	May	God’s	face	shine	on	you	so	that	you	might	be	reborn	and	restored.	Know	that	God	loves	you	
and	forgives	your	transgressions.	Go	forth	and	sin	no	more.	
	 	



March 7 
Don	Anderson	
	
Share:	Talk	about	a	time	when	you	tried	to	say	the	right	words	to	someone,	but	the	words	came	out	all	
wrong	and	hurt	feelings	happened	or	people	got	confused.	
	
Read:	Psalm	19:14	
Let	the	words	of	my	mouth	and	the	meditation	of	my	heart	
				be	acceptable	to	you,	
				O	LORD,	my	rock	and	my	redeemer.	
	
Talk:	As	children	are	growing	up,	every	parent	wants	the	very	best	for	them.		We	all	remember	the	first	
time	they	rode	a	bike	and	all	of	the	time	practicing	until	they	took	off	on	their	own.	We	coach,	prod,	and	
encourage	them	all	the	time.	We	help	them	with	their	homework	or	their	science	project,	or	play	
anything	to	help	them	be	successful.	But	not	always	is	communication	appreciated	or	understood	by	
children	or	by	the	parent.	Hurt	feelings	and	awkward	times	happen	because	our	hearts	and	our	words	
are	not	always	in	alignment.			The	same	is	true	of	our	kids	trying	to	talk	to	us.	They	have	to	learn	to	say	
the	right	words	in	the	right	way	with	the	right	emotion	to	ensure	we	know	something	is	very	important	
to	them.	
	
In	this	Psalm	we	are	reminded	of	the	importance	of	having	a	whole	heart,	or	one	mind,	as	we	talk	and	
sing	our	praises	to	GOD.		When	we	are	of	one	heart,	and	one	mind,	our	words	will	always	please	GOD	as	
we	engage	in	our	discussions	with	him.		He	wants	us	to	grow,	to	be	successful,	and	to	bring	others	to	
him	to	share	in	his	love.	
	
Pray:	As	you	pray	to	GOD	with	a	whole	heart,	always	listen	for	his	gentle	voice	and	kind	words	of	
encouragement	to	help	you	along	on	your	journeys	in	life.	
	
For	those	that	are	broken	and	not	of	one	mind/one	heart,	pray	for	them,	and	help	them	as	best	you	can.	
	
Bless:	May	you	always	be	of	one	mind/one	heart	before	God	so	that	you	both	may	bask	in	his	love	and	
peace.	



March 9	
Judy	Bergman	
	
Share:	What	are	some	situations	where	a	person	was	speaking	and	that	person	used	such	big	words	that	
you	had	no	idea	what	they	were	talking	about?	
	
Has	anyone	ever	tried	to	convince	you	of	something	using	smooth	words,	even	though	you	were	pretty	
sure	it	was	not	true,	yet	others	around	you	were	believing?	
	
When	were	you	proud	of	yourself	for	being	able	to	explain	something	to	someone	in	simple	language	
they	could	understand?	
	
Read:		1	Corinthians	1:18-25	
For	the	message	about	the	cross	is	foolishness	to	those	who	are	perishing,	but	to	us	who	are	being	
saved	it	is	the	power	of	God.	For	it	is	written,	

“I	will	destroy	the	wisdom	of	the	wise,	
				and	the	discernment	of	the	discerning	I	will	thwart.”	
Where	is	the	one	who	is	wise?	Where	is	the	scribe?	Where	is	the	debater	of	this	age?	Has	not	God	made	
foolish	the	wisdom	of	the	world?	For	since,	in	the	wisdom	of	God,	the	world	did	not	know	God	through	
wisdom,	God	decided,	through	the	foolishness	of	our	proclamation,	to	save	those	who	believe.	For	Jews	
demand	signs	and	Greeks	desire	wisdom,	but	we	proclaim	Christ	crucified,	a	stumbling	block	to	Jews	and	
foolishness	to	Gentiles,	but	to	those	who	are	the	called,	both	Jews	and	Greeks,	Christ	the	power	of	God	
and	the	wisdom	of	God.	For	God’s	foolishness	is	wiser	than	human	wisdom,	and	God’s	weakness	is	
stronger	than	human	strength.	
	
Talk:	Paul	wrote	this	letter	to	believers	in	Corinth,	a	large	city	in	Greece.			He	wrote	to	instruct	the	
immature	church	concerning	several	issues.		One	was	using	high	and	lofty	language	to	explain	spiritual	
matters.		The	Greeks	were	known	to	engage	in	long	and	flowery	disputes	to	explain	their	position.	
	
Don’t	we	all	know	people	who	try	to	impress	others	with	their	wide	vocabulary	and	seemingly	wise	
insight	into	the	world’s	problems?		In	educational	circles,	teachers	and	others	throw	educational	jargon	
to	parents	expecting	them	to	get	a	clear	picture	of	their	child’s	strengths	and	needs.		Our	district	wanted	
teachers	to	use	“7-11	language”	(language	the	common	person	at	the	gas	station	could	understand)	
when	talking	with	parents.	
	
After	all,	isn’t	the	gospel	profound	in	its	simplicity?		And	isn’t	that	foolish	to	an	outsider?			Wasn’t	it	a	
child	that	revealed	the	hypocrisy	of	the	Emperor	and	his	subjects	in	the	fairy	tale,	The	Emperor’s	New	
Clothes?		The	child	had	no	reason	to	believe	the	Emperor	had	clothes	on	when	he	really	didn’t.		And	isn’t	
it	a	“foolish”	child	that	often	brings	us	to	our	knees	with	his	simple,	trusting	faith?	
	



This	Lenten	season,	we	should	try	to	express	our	faith	in	simple	terms,	so	that	others	may	see	the	true	
wisdom	of	God	shining	through	us.	
	
Pray:	Wise	God	in	Heaven,	help	us	to	live	out	our	faith	with	simple	trust	in	You.		Keep	us	in	humble	
adoration	of	your	true	wisdom	that	we	would	be	able	to	express	our	beliefs	to	others.		Amen	
	
Bless:	God	bless	us	and	keep	us	in	his	care.		
	



March 12 
 
In	each	week’s	bulletin,	a	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet	is	included	on	orange	paper.	Today,	use	a	caring	
conversation	question	for	SHARE.	READ	Numbers	21:4-9	and	pick	another	caring	conversation	question	
for	TALK.	PRAYERS	and	BLESSINGS	are	included.	See	the	next	page	for	your	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet.		
 

	  



© 2017 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MARCH 11, 2018 
FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT 

MARCH 11, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
What Wondrous Love 
Is This 

Faith is a gift from God. 

Sunday John 3:14-21 God so loved the world 

Monday Numbers 21:4-9 The serpent of bronze 

Tuesday Ephesians 2:1-10 Faith is a gift from God 

Wednesday 1 John 4:7-21 God is love 

Thursday Isaiah 12:1-6 Thanks to God, our Savior 

Friday Galatians 2:15-21 Saved through faith in Christ 

Saturday Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  Thanksgiving for deliverance 

Sunday John 12:20-33 The grain of wheat that dies 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Lord Jesus, thank you for being God’s light in our world. Thank you for all you have done in us and 
through us. Amen. (John 3:19-21) 
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Each meal we eat is a reminder of your love for us. Thank you, God! Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God, who is rich in mercy, grace, and love, make you alive together with Christ. 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about something you love to do.  

 Tell about a time you felt you were not in control of what was happening around you. 

 We want to have control in most everything we do, including our faith, but Ephesians 
2:8-9 makes it clear that faith is a gift. How does that influence how you think, judge, 
and live as one who believes in the power and grace of God? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: John 3:14-21. 

In the Gospel of John, the word “world” refers to that which is opposed to—even hates—God 
(See John 1:10; 3:19; 12:31; 14:22-24; and 15:18-20). Martin Luther called John 3:16 “the  
gospel in miniature.” C.S. Lewis stated that the reason God created us was so that God could 
love us. Reflect on what it means that God loves the world that is hostile to God.  
 
Finish these sentences: “Today God showed me love by . . .” and “Today I can show God’s love 
to others by . . .” Then recite John 3:16. 
 

Pray: Dear God, thank you for your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who shows us your love, a 
commitment to us that we cannot fully understand but that blesses us with hope and  
purpose in the world you love. Amen.  

SERVICE 
We were “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our 
way of life” (Ephesians 2:10). Acts of service are not simply an obligation but “a way of life.” 
List or talk about the gifts you have been given to serve others. Now list or talk about how 
those gifts are used to care for others. Give thanks to God for this way of life. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
It is a Christian tradition to begin a meal by offering a word of thanks as a mealtime prayer. It 
was more common in past generations to also offer a prayer at the end of the meal, a prayer 
that could include words similar to Psalm 107:1.  

Begin the meal with this prayer:  Each meal we eat is a reminder of your love for us. Thank 
you, God! Amen.  

Finish the meal with: O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures 
forever. Amen. 



March 14 
Don	Anderson	
	
Share:	Talk	about	a	time	when	someone	helped	you	and	share	how	it	made	you	feel	toward	the	person	
helping	you,	and	what	accomplished	together.	
	
Read:	Psalm	107:1-3	
O	give	thanks	to	the	LORD,	for	he	is	good;	
				for	his	steadfast	love	endures	forever.	
Let	the	redeemed	of	the	LORD	say	so,	
				those	he	redeemed	from	trouble	
and	gathered	in	from	the	lands,	
				from	the	east	and	from	the	west,	
				from	the	north	and	from	the	south.	
	
Talk:	When	my	son	was	in	junior	high,	he	asked	me	a	series	of	questions	one	day	out	of	the	blue.	How	
hard	is	it	to	make	a	web	page?	What	is	the	best	way	to	approach	building	it?		What	software	would	be	
the	best	one	to	use,	and	how	hard	would	it	be	to	publish	your	first	web	page?	So	we	talked	a	bit	about	it	
and	set	up	a	time	to	explore	this	conversation	in	greater	depth.	
	
The	easy	answer	was	that	there	is	software	to	make	this	whole	process	fairly	bullet-proof.	But	as	we	
talked,	we	realized	the	easy	answer	doesn't	mean	that	we	could	do	everything	to	that	web	page;	there	
were	limitations	to	deal	with	that	were	adherent	within	the	software.	So,	we	rolled	up	our	sleeves	and	
began	creating	a	webpage	the	easy	way	first.		From	this	simple	activity	one	Saturday,	my	son	was	
hooked.	He	soon	could	see	the	possibilities,	and	could	not	wait	to	show	and	tell	his	friends	what	he	and	
his	father	had	done	in	2	hours	working	together.	
	
This	Psalm	today	reminds	us	to	give	thanks	because	God	is	good.	He	has	helped	us,	taught	us,	saved	us,	
and	drawn	us	close	to	him	to	be	loved	by	him	and	to	be	part	of	his	amazing	family.	
	
Pray:	Thanks	be	to	God	for	opening	our	hearts	and	minds	to	his	wonderful	love	and	words.	Help	us	
always	remember	he	is	our	teacher	and	our	father	all	at	the	same	time.	Amen.	
	
Bless:	May	God's	blessing	and	wisdom	forever	shine	in	your	heart	and	soul	for	all	eternity.	
	 	



March 16 
Tom	Wilson	
	
Share:	I	remember	when	I	was	much	younger	hearing	different	people,	including	my	parent,s	saying	
something	like	“…except	by	the	grace	of	God	…”	or	perhaps,	…	“without	God’s	grace…”	usually	when	
describing	a	negative	situation.			I	had	been	raised	to	have	a	belief	in	God,	but	didn’t	fully	understand	
what	was	meant	by	“God’s	grace”.	
	
Read:	Ephesians	2:	4-10	
But	God,	who	is	rich	in	mercy,	out	of	the	great	love	with	which	he	loved	us	even	when	we	were	dead	
through	our	trespasses,	made	us	alive	together	with	Christ[a]—by	grace	you	have	been	saved—	and	
raised	us	up	with	him	and	seated	us	with	him	in	the	heavenly	places	in	Christ	Jesus,	so	that	in	the	ages	to	
come	he	might	show	the	immeasurable	riches	of	his	grace	in	kindness	toward	us	in	Christ	Jesus.	For	by	
grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith,	and	this	is	not	your	own	doing;	it	is	the	gift	of	God—	not	the	
result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.	For	we	are	what	he	has	made	us,	created	in	Christ	Jesus	for	
good	works,	which	God	prepared	beforehand	to	be	our	way	of	life.	
	
Talk:	I	was	raised	by	my	maternal	grandparents,	but	they	were	Mom	and	Dad	to	me.		Both	were	
believers,	but	due	to	some	other	issues	weren’t	regular	church	goers.	They	did	share	the	message	of	
God,	through	reading	Bible	stories	when	I	was	young,	and	their	acts	of	kindness	and	sharing	of	their	gifts	
of	gardening.		I	can	distinctly	remember	Mom	saying	“there	but	by	the	grace	of	God…”	usually	as	a	
result	of	hearing	some	bad	news	involving	a	neighbor,	or	other	acquaintance.		I	also	heard	her	say	things	
referring	to	guardian	angels	watching	over	us.			What	does	grace	mean	to	you?		
	
Later,	I	came	to	more	fully	realize	that	my	beliefs,	though	instilled	as	a	youngster,	came	into	focus	when	
I	understood	that	it	was	God’s	gift	of	grace	that	was	the	key	element	to	my	salvation,	and	the	reason	
that	someone	might	say,	“There	except	for	the	grace	of	God	go	I.”			
	
Pray:	For	the	people	who	do	not	know	of	God’s	grace.			Pray	for	all	faith	communities,	that	they/we	can	
find	ways	to	share	God’s	message	of	grace	to	them.	
	
Bless:	Teachers	and	faith	role	models	for	what	they	do	for	the	people	they	reach.	Medical	personnel	for	
their	application	of	knowledge	to	do	God’s	work	of	healing.	
	
	 	



March 19 
 
In	each	week’s	bulletin,	a	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet	is	included	on	orange	paper.	Today,	use	a	caring	
conversation	question	for	SHARE.	READ	Jeremiah	31:31-34	and	pick	another	caring	conversation	
question	for	TALK.	PRAYERS	and	BLESSINGS	are	included.	See	the	next	page	for	your	Taking	Faith	Home	
sheet.		
	 	



© 2017 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MARCH 18, 2018 
FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT 

MARCH 18, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Now the Green Blade 
Rises 

How do we see Jesus? 

Sunday John 12:20-33 The grain of wheat that dies 

Monday Jeremiah 31:31-34 A new covenant from God 

Tuesday Hebrews 5:5-10 Jesus as high priest 

Wednesday John 20:24-29 Thomas sees and believes 

Thursday 1 Kings 19:11-18 Elijah meets God 

Friday 1 Corinthians 5:14-21 Christ died for all 

Saturday Psalm 51:1-12  A prayer for cleansing 

Sunday Mark 15:1-39 The passion of Jesus 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

[Some Greeks] came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” John 12:21 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear Jesus, help us to see you in your suffering and death that we may glorify you in your cross 
and empty tomb. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
You feed the hungry with grains of wheat. Thank you Lord, for this food to eat. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord your God grant you the joy of your salvation and sustain you with a willing spirit. 
(Psalm 51:12) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Think of a specific friend or family member. How would you describe that person to 
someone else?  

 As in the days of Jesus, we still long to see Jesus. How do you see Jesus in the world 
today? 

 Jesus said that now was the time for the Son of Man to be glorified. In John, Jesus’  
glorification happens in his death and resurrection. Why do you think Jesus answered 
this way when someone asked to see him? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: John 12:20-33. 

Some Greeks, that is people from another culture than that of the disciples, want to see Jesus. 
Philip and Andrew bring the request to Jesus. Jesus responds by saying the hour has now come 
and only the buried grain that dies in the earth will bring lots of fruit. He continues to point out 
that to serve Jesus is to follow Jesus. To see Jesus is to follow the way of the cross, the way of 
death and resurrection, the way of self-sacrifice for a greater gain (v. 25). Jesus connects seeing 
him with his way of the cross (death and new life) and with his disciples living a similar pattern 
of life. Reflect on how being a follower of Jesus helps others to see him. How do others see 
Jesus through the hurts and disappointments of life? 
 

Pray: Dear Jesus, help us to see you in your suffering and death that we may glorify you in 
your cross and empty tomb. Amen.  

SERVICE 
In Psalm 51:12, the psalmist prays, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit.” In the Bible a willing spirit includes the desire for justice and mercy, the kind that 
cares for the widow and orphan, that is, those who do not have the resources to take care of 
basic human needs for survival. As part of your Lenten discipline, make a financial contribution 
to an organization that cares for those in need or serve in an organization that offers care to 
others. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
People often buy flowers to place in the sanctuary during Easter worship as a sign of new life 
that has come through the death and resurrection of Jesus. After Easter worship, gift the  
flowers to someone with a special note that includes a traditional Easter response:  Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 



March 21 
Andrea	Parsons	
	
Share:	Have	you	ever	tossed	the	instruction	manual	for	something	aside,	only	to	later	realize	you	need	
it?	
	
Read:	Psalm	119:9-16	
How	can	young	people	keep	their	way	pure?	
				By	guarding	it	according	to	your	word.	
With	my	whole	heart	I	seek	you;	
				do	not	let	me	stray	from	your	commandments.	
I	treasure	your	word	in	my	heart,	
				so	that	I	may	not	sin	against	you.	
Blessed	are	you,	O	LORD;	
				teach	me	your	statutes.	
With	my	lips	I	declare	
				all	the	ordinances	of	your	mouth.	
I	delight	in	the	way	of	your	decrees	
				as	much	as	in	all	riches.	
I	will	meditate	on	your	precepts,	
				and	fix	my	eyes	on	your	ways.	
I	will	delight	in	your	statutes;	
				I	will	not	forget	your	word.	
	
Talk:	The	Bible	is	life’s	instruction	manual.		We	should	read,	study,	and	meditate	on	God’s	Word	so	that	
we	may	understand	His	will	for	our	lives.		The	Bible	teaches	us	who	He	is,	what	He	thinks,	and	how	He	
acts.		Knowing	the	ways	of	the	Lord	ensures	that	we	can	make	wise	decisions	that	honor	Him.		We	are	
equipped	to	resist	temptation	because	we	are	better	able	to	discern	what	is	truly	good	from	that	which	
is	not.		With	reading,	studying,	and	meditating	on	God’s	Word,	we	are	given	the	wisdom	for	navigating	
life.	
	
Pray:	Lord,	thank	you	for	giving	us	Your	Word,	commands,	and	Spirit	to	lead	us	in	our	lives.		Be	with	us	
as	we	read,	study,	and	meditate	upon	Your	Word.		Teach	us	Your	desires	so	that	we	may	build	a	
righteous	and	meaningful	life	pleasing	to	you.		Amen	
	
Bless:	May	the	Word	guide	you	in	your	ways.	
	 	



March 23 
 
In	each	week’s	bulletin,	a	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet	is	included	on	orange	paper.	Today,	use	a	caring	
conversation	question	for	SHARE.	READ	1	Corinthians	5:14-21	and	pick	another	caring	conversation	
question	for	TALK.	PRAYERS	and	BLESSINGS	are	included.	See	the	next	page	for	your	Taking	Faith	Home	
sheet.		
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In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MARCH 18, 2018 
FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT 

MARCH 18, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
Now the Green Blade 
Rises 

How do we see Jesus? 

Sunday John 12:20-33 The grain of wheat that dies 

Monday Jeremiah 31:31-34 A new covenant from God 

Tuesday Hebrews 5:5-10 Jesus as high priest 

Wednesday John 20:24-29 Thomas sees and believes 

Thursday 1 Kings 19:11-18 Elijah meets God 

Friday 1 Corinthians 5:14-21 Christ died for all 

Saturday Psalm 51:1-12  A prayer for cleansing 

Sunday Mark 15:1-39 The passion of Jesus 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

[Some Greeks] came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” John 12:21 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear Jesus, help us to see you in your suffering and death that we may glorify you in your cross 
and empty tomb. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
You feed the hungry with grains of wheat. Thank you Lord, for this food to eat. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May the Lord your God grant you the joy of your salvation and sustain you with a willing spirit. 
(Psalm 51:12) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Think of a specific friend or family member. How would you describe that person to 
someone else?  

 As in the days of Jesus, we still long to see Jesus. How do you see Jesus in the world 
today? 

 Jesus said that now was the time for the Son of Man to be glorified. In John, Jesus’  
glorification happens in his death and resurrection. Why do you think Jesus answered 
this way when someone asked to see him? 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: John 12:20-33. 

Some Greeks, that is people from another culture than that of the disciples, want to see Jesus. 
Philip and Andrew bring the request to Jesus. Jesus responds by saying the hour has now come 
and only the buried grain that dies in the earth will bring lots of fruit. He continues to point out 
that to serve Jesus is to follow Jesus. To see Jesus is to follow the way of the cross, the way of 
death and resurrection, the way of self-sacrifice for a greater gain (v. 25). Jesus connects seeing 
him with his way of the cross (death and new life) and with his disciples living a similar pattern 
of life. Reflect on how being a follower of Jesus helps others to see him. How do others see 
Jesus through the hurts and disappointments of life? 
 

Pray: Dear Jesus, help us to see you in your suffering and death that we may glorify you in 
your cross and empty tomb. Amen.  

SERVICE 
In Psalm 51:12, the psalmist prays, “Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a 
willing spirit.” In the Bible a willing spirit includes the desire for justice and mercy, the kind that 
cares for the widow and orphan, that is, those who do not have the resources to take care of 
basic human needs for survival. As part of your Lenten discipline, make a financial contribution 
to an organization that cares for those in need or serve in an organization that offers care to 
others. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
People often buy flowers to place in the sanctuary during Easter worship as a sign of new life 
that has come through the death and resurrection of Jesus. After Easter worship, gift the  
flowers to someone with a special note that includes a traditional Easter response:  Christ is 
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 



March 26 
 
In	each	week’s	bulletin,	a	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet	is	included	on	orange	paper.	Today,	use	a	caring	
conversation	question	for	SHARE.	READ	Mark	11:1-11	and	pick	another	caring	conversation	question	for	
TALK.	PRAYERS	and	BLESSINGS	are	included.	See	the	next	page	for	your	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet.		
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MARCH 25, 2018 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 

MARCH 25, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
All Glory, Laud and 
Honor 

At the cross Jesus is declared God’s Son. 

Sunday Mark 15:1-39 The passion of Jesus 

Monday Mark 11:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem 

Tuesday Isaiah 50:4-9a A Servant Song 

Wednesday Philippians 2:5-11 The Christ Hymn 

Thursday John 13:1-17, 31b-35 Jesus washes disciples’ feet 

Friday Isaiah 52:13–53:12 God’s suffering servant 

Saturday Psalm 31  Prayer for deliverance 

Sunday Mark 16:1-8 The tomb is empty 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
Mark 11:9 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear Jesus, thank you for accepting both our praise and our hopes as you accept the suffering 
and death of the cross for our salvation. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Hosanna, praise to you, Lord God, for saving us and for feeding us. Hosanna to Christ the King. 
Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God’s face shine upon you, and save you with the steadfast love of the Lord. (Psalm 31:16) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about a time you thought you did something very well.  

 What are the marks of a successful life? 

 God’s story of victory over sin and death leads Jesus to die obediently on the cross. Talk 
about how difficult this is for us to accept or understand when Jesus’ death does not 
look like a triumph to the world. 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Mark 11:1-11. 

As Jesus enters Jerusalem, he knows the week will not end the way the people praising him will 
want. And yet, Jesus accepts the people’s dreams and hopes and takes them to the cross with 
him and turns those dreams and hopes into something more. Reflect on how some of your 
hopes and dreams are not filled with the message and kingdom Jesus brings. 
 

Pray: Dear God, take my dreams and hopes and make them yours. Mold our wants into your 
reign of steadfast love and mercy, into a love of God and neighbor that makes all things new. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Do you know someone who will spend Easter Sunday alone? Share your resurrection joy by 
inviting that person to lunch or dinner next Sunday. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Palm Sunday signals the beginning of Holy Week. Make crosses out of palms, construction  
paper, or wood to hold during prayer throughout Holy Week as a reminder to listen. Listening 
is a faith practice that includes listening with a faithful and discerning ear to God’s word and 
judgement and listening to the voice and concerns of one’s neighbor. Use Holy Week to give 
attention to your listening skills to wonder about God’s care and will for you and all God has 
created. Listen to others for the concerns and passions of their lives and then take time to hold 
your cross and pray for them.  



March 28 
 
In	each	week’s	bulletin,	a	Taking	Faith	Home	sheet	is	included	on	orange	paper.	Today,	use	a	caring	
conversation	question	for	SHARE.	READ	Philippians	2:5-11	and	pick	another	caring	conversation	
question	for	TALK.	PRAYERS	and	BLESSINGS	are	included.	See	the	next	page	for	your	Taking	Faith	Home	
sheet.		
	

  



© 2017 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

MARCH 25, 2018 
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 

MARCH 25, 2018 

HYMN OF THE WEEK  
All Glory, Laud and 
Honor 

At the cross Jesus is declared God’s Son. 

Sunday Mark 15:1-39 The passion of Jesus 

Monday Mark 11:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem 

Tuesday Isaiah 50:4-9a A Servant Song 

Wednesday Philippians 2:5-11 The Christ Hymn 

Thursday John 13:1-17, 31b-35 Jesus washes disciples’ feet 

Friday Isaiah 52:13–53:12 God’s suffering servant 

Saturday Psalm 31  Prayer for deliverance 

Sunday Mark 16:1-8 The tomb is empty 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS 
 

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday. 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
Mark 11:9 (NRSV) 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
 

A Prayer for the Week: 
Dear Jesus, thank you for accepting both our praise and our hopes as you accept the suffering 
and death of the cross for our salvation. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer: 
Hosanna, praise to you, Lord God, for saving us and for feeding us. Hosanna to Christ the King. 
Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give: 
May God’s face shine upon you, and save you with the steadfast love of the Lord. (Psalm 31:16) 

CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home or small group: 

 Talk about a time you thought you did something very well.  

 What are the marks of a successful life? 

 God’s story of victory over sin and death leads Jesus to die obediently on the cross. Talk 
about how difficult this is for us to accept or understand when Jesus’ death does not 
look like a triumph to the world. 

DEVOTIONS 
Read: Mark 11:1-11. 

As Jesus enters Jerusalem, he knows the week will not end the way the people praising him will 
want. And yet, Jesus accepts the people’s dreams and hopes and takes them to the cross with 
him and turns those dreams and hopes into something more. Reflect on how some of your 
hopes and dreams are not filled with the message and kingdom Jesus brings. 
 

Pray: Dear God, take my dreams and hopes and make them yours. Mold our wants into your 
reign of steadfast love and mercy, into a love of God and neighbor that makes all things new. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

SERVICE 
Do you know someone who will spend Easter Sunday alone? Share your resurrection joy by 
inviting that person to lunch or dinner next Sunday. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Palm Sunday signals the beginning of Holy Week. Make crosses out of palms, construction  
paper, or wood to hold during prayer throughout Holy Week as a reminder to listen. Listening 
is a faith practice that includes listening with a faithful and discerning ear to God’s word and 
judgement and listening to the voice and concerns of one’s neighbor. Use Holy Week to give 
attention to your listening skills to wonder about God’s care and will for you and all God has 
created. Listen to others for the concerns and passions of their lives and then take time to hold 
your cross and pray for them.  



March 30 
Aaron	Hansen	
	
Share:		Talk	about	someone	in	your	life	who	was	in	a	position	of	leadership	but	was	willing	to	take	on	
the	tasks	of	even	those	people	who	were	in	the	lowest	of	positions;		someone	who	led	by	example,	led	
by	doing.		

Read:	Philippians	2:5	-11	
Let	the	same	mind	be	in	you	that	was[a]	in	Christ	Jesus,	
who,	though	he	was	in	the	form	of	God,	
				did	not	regard	equality	with	God	
				as	something	to	be	exploited,	
but	emptied	himself,	
				taking	the	form	of	a	slave,	
				being	born	in	human	likeness.	
And	being	found	in	human	form,	
				he	humbled	himself	
				and	became	obedient	to	the	point	of	death—	
				even	death	on	a	cross.	
Therefore	God	also	highly	exalted	him	
				and	gave	him	the	name	
				that	is	above	every	name,	
so	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus	
				every	knee	should	bend,	
				in	heaven	and	on	earth	and	under	the	earth,	
and	every	tongue	should	confess	
				that	Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	
				to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.	
	
Talk:	When	I	read	this	passage	and	different	interpretations	that	explain	what	it	means,	I	began	thinking	
about	an	episode	of	the	World	War	II	series	following	a	paratroop	unit	through	their	tour	of	duty	called	
Band	of	Brothers.		In	the	episode	the	commander	of	the	unit	decides	that	someone	in	his	unit	needs	to	
be	the	‘tip	of	the	spear’	and	lead	his	men	into	a	very	dangerous	battle.		Instead	of	assigning	someone	
else	to	take	on	this	task,	he	takes	it	on	himself.		Through	his	courage	and	bravery,	he	leads	a	successful	
mission	where	very	few	of	his	men	are	hurt	and	the	unit	gains	a	great	victory.		Not	only	do	they	win	the	
day,	but	the	commander	gains	the	trust	of	his	men	and	more	importantly	is	a	great	example	for	his	men	
who	all	strive	to	be	great	soldiers	just	like	their	leader	for	the	rest	of	their	time	together.	

There	are	very	few	of	us	that	face	day	to	day	life-and-death	situations	as	this	commander	did.		However,	
we	all	do	have	a	great	responsibility	to	teach	those	around	us	to	be	‘brave’	Christians	and	followers	in	
Christ.		If	we	are	willing	to	take	on	the	burden	of	helping	others	instead	of	telling	someone	to	help	
someone	else,	it	will	give	others	the	courage	to	do	the	same.		If	we	stand	up	for	what	is	right,	instead	of	



just	talking	about	what	is	right,	we	will	make	a	bigger	impact	on	those	that	are	looking	for	us	to	be	
leaders.	

Jesus	did	many	things	that	those	around	him	didn’t	always	understand.		Going	to	see	the	sick,	washing	
the	feet	of	servants,	etc.			He	wanted	to	show	that	no	one	was	‘too	good’	for	these	tasks.		If	Jesus	is	not	
too	good	for	these	tasks,	those	who	follow	Jesus	should	not	be,	either.	

Pray:	Heavenly	father,	give	me	the	strength	to	do	what	is	right	today.			Give	me	the	strength	to	show	
your	grace	and	to	show	others	just	what	it	is	to	live	a	life	for	God.	

Bless:	May	God’s	love	show	through	the	actions	of	your	heart	and	your	hands.	
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