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PASTOR’S  LOGOS  (WORD) 
There is a question that has been asked by 
many in and outside the church (think 
body of Christ).  Why should we welcome 
all people?  Well, some would say because 
we can have more members and more 
members means more money to run the 
church with.  Others would say because we 
want to grow so we can do more things, 
have more programs, offer more opportu-
nities to serve.  Another group might say 
we really don’t want to welcome more 
people into the church, because you will 
have more expenses, the new folks may not 
even look or sound like us.  Still others 
would wonder how we do this welcoming 
thing. 

Here is the Biblical answer: Because Jesus 
commands us to.  But you all knew that.  
However, the previous answers do have 
truth in them as well.  So, let’s pose this 
question to ourselves: Why does St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church welcome all people?  
Answer:  Because it is what we do and it is 
who we are!  Not that we do it perfectly 
and, it still scares us.  Being Lutheran we 
struggle to take the welcome out into the 
world.  Yet we do, and we will, and we 
will call it “inviting”. 

Yes, we are called to invite all people into 
a relationship with God and neighbors by 
way of Christ’s love.   All four of the Gos-
pels share the words of Jesus that we 
should invite, include and receive every-
one.   This is quite a target audience and so 
we should have great success.  Not so 
much.   

It is our human nature, our inclination to 
seek out those most like us and in doing so 
we narrow the scope of our inviting.  The 
real problem with this approach is that the 
people most like us here in Omaha, seem-
ingly have a lot of better things to do.  Be-
cause, for most folks who share our demo-
graphic profile, the church isn’t the only 
show in town.  In fact, the stereotypical 
vision of the church is judgmental, hypo-
critical and aloof.  Who wants to be a part 
of that kind of organization?   However, we 
do connect with these folks, but our chal-
lenge is to show them we are not the stere-
otype we have been made out to be.   

Then, there are those who have little or no 
church background at all.  They come out 
of quite different backgrounds, but they are 
sensing that something quite profound is 
missing from their life.  The cultural norms 
of work & play, family and friends, sports 
and entertainment are just not filling the 
void, so they search. 

These searchers cannot be put into one 
kind of box or another, they range across 
the human spectrum.  They are not neces-
sarily a big group, but they are an im-
portant group, for they are more open to a 
relationship with God through Christ.   
These are the folks, whether because of 
God’s Spirit, life challenges, or they have a 
questioning soul, are looking to religion as 
a possible way of filling the emptiness.   

Then, we have a group who dislike the 
church because of how they have been 

treated by the church.  Once upon a time, 
these folks had been raised in the faith but 
felt compelled to leave.   Some of them are 
angry at God and therefore, the church.  It 
is to these folks that we are called to speak 
and show God’s Grace.  You have heard 
the story of the ninety-nine and the one 
(sheep).  These folks are the one and so we 
are called most urgently by God’s Word 
and the Holy Spirit to seek and find them.  
There are a lot more of these folks than 
you may think.    

Another group are those who are just simp-
ly lost or hurting.  They are afraid, lonely, 
struggling, having little support nor com-
fort.  Whether they are in this state of being 
because of economics, emotional pain, 
physical or social injury or rejection, when 
you seek out and love the least of these, 
you are inviting Christ himself into our 
church.  These folks are not going to help 
us make our stewardship goals.  In fact, 
they might be a bit costly with no econom-
ic or resource payback.   But, like I said, 
when you invite them, bringing the broken, 
the lowly, the rejected, the despised, and 
the sinner into the church, you are bringing 
Christ. 

We are called to be a congregation who 
welcomes those we have invited or brought 
into this community of faith.  St. Paul’s is 
pretty good at the welcome, but we still 
have a way to go on extending the invita-
tion.  The first step is the one that takes us 
outside the church and into the lives of 
others.   Amen!                           Pastor Paul 
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Gathering:  
Confession and Forgiveness  
To say that our worship starts with us 
“gathering” seems, perhaps, redundant; 
how else would worship begin if we have 
not come together, gathered, in our wor-
ship space? But, the use of this word is 
intentional and important. We begin our 
worship with “Gathering,” because we 
believe that it is the Holy Spirit who calls 
us together as the people of God.  

Whether we are celebrating communion, 
holy baptism, the union of two lives 
through marriage, or even life everlasting 
in death, we gather under the promise that 
we are God’s children. Being God’s chil-
dren means that we are in relationship 
with the Triune God – God the Father our 
Creator, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, and 
the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier.  

At the very beginning of worship when we 
hear the words, “In the name of the Fa-
ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit,” we are 
reminded of the sign of the cross marked 
on our foreheads in our baptism. (YOU 
can make the sign of the cross upon your-
self, too. It’s not reserved for only those of 
us at the front of the congregation. Physi-
cal movement is a wonderful way for our 
entire beings to be involved in worship, in 
liturgy, which is the work of God’s people. 
Go ahead and try it!)  

It’s with this understanding of being a 
child of God that we often continue our 
worship with Confession and Forgiveness. 
Martin Luther taught in the Small Cate-
chism that Confession is always made up 
of two parts: “One is that we confess our 
sins. The other is that we receive the abso-
lution, that is, forgiveness . . .” This is such 
grace!  

In the community of the people of God, 
gathered by the Holy Spirit, we not only 
admit to the sin within our lives, but we 
are always reminded of the freedom from 
that sin that was given to us in the death 
and resurrection of God’s son, Jesus. Put a 
bit more plainly: there is no sin that is out-
side the reach of God’s grace! And, we 
believe that for ourselves and for one an-
other when we are together in worship.  

When we follow the liturgy, we are doing 
the work of the people – we are confessing 
our sins and receiving forgiveness with one 
another. The isolation of sin is eliminated 
because we are made holy, we are sancti-
fied, in the grace of God!  

Gathering together in our worship is done 
by the Holy Spirit, and yet it is part of our 
work as God’s people.  

Gathering together in worship is a way in 
which we live out God’s grace in this 
world.  

Gathering together in worship reminds us 
who we are, and whose we are.  

I look forward to seeing you in church!  

Pastor Sarah  

 
 
 
 
Book Discussion with  
Pastor Sarah 
A new book discussion group will be start-
ing up in March, during the season of 
Lent. Why not take on the task of reading 
and conversation this Lenten season in-
stead of giving up something?  

We’ll start meeting on Wednesday, March 
15th, at 7pm right after worship. Our first 
book will be A Man Called Ove, by 
Fredrick Backman. The book tells the story 
of the life of Ove, a grumpy man resistant 
to change. Through his encounters with his 
neighbors, a cat, and his own memories, 
Ove begins to have his heart changed. This 
book will make you laugh, ponder, cry and 
hope.  

If possible, please have started the book, 
reading through chapter 7 – the chapters 
are short.  

I hope to see you there!  

PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 

Lenten Worship  2017 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 1st 
we will begin to have a more participatory 
style of worship.  The theme for this year’s 
Lenten worships will be “The Power of the 
Cross”.  Each night will focus on different 
aspects of our Lutheran understanding of 
the Theology of the Cross, involving pray-
er, forgiveness of sins, Lord’s Supper, Je-
sus’ Sacrifice, human brokenness, promises 
made, price paid and freedom given!  
Rock, paper, nails, coins, bread and wine, 
ashes and string are all a part of the take 
home and into your life the Power of the 
Cross.  This creative worship effort is a 
whole staff process and follows the Vibrant 

Faith Model of Faith that is caught, not 
just taught.  

Adult Education 2017 
After Affirmation of Baptism class ending 
just prior to Ash Wednesday, I am going to 
only teach adult classes for the year.  We 
are also going to encourage and offer more 
classes taught by our members and with a 
variety of times and themes.  I believe it is 
critical that in order to teach those new to 
the faith or young in the faith, we need 
adult teachers who know the faith.  I am 
also going to work with Emily and Bogart 
on teacher training classes that can help 
our folks to share the Gospel message and 
God’s Story.  This also is a part of the Vi-
brant Faith Initiative.  

PASTOR’S  LOGOS  CONTINUED 
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CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY 
 
Emily Dalen is the Director of Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Are you ready for summer?  How about 
Vacation Bible School?  Mark your calen-
dar and plan to join us for “What’s Your 

Call?  God-given gifts for the World!”  
VBS will be held July 10-13 with an option-
al Mini Family Camp experience to be held 
on Friday, July 14.  

During the week, we’ll explore these 
themes: 

God Loves-What’s Your Call? 

God Welcomes you!-What’s Your 
Call? 

God Forgives!-What’s Your Call? 

God Serves!-What’s Your Call? 

Because God offers us love, welcome, for-
giveness, etc., we’re called to respond with 
our gifts for this world. We’ll spend time 
exploring how we might use our God-given 
gifts today and into the future. 

In order to help families grow in faith to-
gether, we’ll offer the one night family 
camp experience at Carol Joy Holling camp 
located in Ashland, NE.  Families can in-
clude a couple with kids, couple without 
kids, single parent, grandparent, single per-
son, or a family friend. Everyone is wel-
come! Reserve a cabin or bring your tent/
camper.  We’ll play games, sing around the 

campfire, swim, eat, and explore how fami-
lies can live out God’s call. 

Be sure to visit the church website to regis-
ter and sign up to volunteer.  Both will be 
live soon!  We’re hoping to offer VBS free 
of charge this year.  There will be a fee for 
reserving a cabin or camping space at Carol 
Joy Holling. 

We are looking for people that would be 
willing to share how you use your God-
given gifts for the sake of the world.  Talk 
to Emily, Stacy Kreun, Holly Hase, Kate 
Rude, or Jamie Querry if you’d like to help. 

WORSHIP 
 
Erin Rodgers is the Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Lent: a season of preparation.  As we pre-
pare our hearts and minds for the Lenten 
journey, we begin with Ash Wednesday. 
Worship services featuring communion 
and the imposition of ashes will be held on 
March 1st at noon and 6:30 p.m. The 
theme for this year’s midweek Lenten 
services will be “The Power of the 
Cross.” Each Wednesday will focus on 
different aspects of our Lutheran under-
standing of the Theology of the Cross 
including prayer, forgiveness of sins, 
Lord’s Supper, Jesus' sacrifice, human 
brokenness, promises made, price paid 
and freedom given. Worship will feature 
participatory elements that will help you 
tie themes in worship to discussions at 
home. 

 

LENTEN  worship schedule is as follows: 

Wednesday, March 1 – Ash Wednesday 
Noon and 6:30 PM;  

The Truth of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 8 – 6:30 PM;  
The Suffering of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 15 – 6:30 PM;  
The Weight of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 22 – 6:30 PM;  
The Promise of the Cross 

Wednesday, March 29 – 6:30 PM;  
The Grace of the Cross 

Wednesday, April 5 – 6:30 PM;  
The Freedom of the Cross 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK worship schedule is as 
follows: 

Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday (regular 
weekend services);  

The Walk to the Cross 

Wednesday, April 12 – NO SERVICES 
OR ACTIVITIES 

Thursday, April 13 – Maundy Thursday 
– noon and 6:30 PM;  

The Price of the Cross 

Friday, April 14 – Good Friday – noon 
and 6:30 PM;  

The Darkness of the Cross 

Saturday, April 15 – NO SERVICE 

Sunday, April 16 – Easter – 7:00, 8:30, 
and 10:45 AM;  

The Glory of the Cross 

We invite and encourage you to come 
and be a part of this journey! 

Sunday, February 26th was an intergenerational activity preparing for Lent 
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YOUTH  MINISTRY 
 
Deacon Bogart Nomad is the Director of Youth Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Bogart at bnomad@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Upcoming Youth Events 

Good Friday Passion Walk April 14 

Holy Commotion and any adults who wish 
to join in costume as we plan on walking 
thru the Millard Lumber Yard Condos. 

Easter Sunday Breakfast April 16 

Need youth workers for this event. 

AOB Class Retreat Friday April 28 to 29 
At Merry’s Lake House. Affirmation of 
Baptism topic for the retreat will be the 
Apostles Creed. 

Youth Preach at Mothers Day Services 

 May 13 and 14 

Our youth will preach and lead 3 worship 

services on Saturday, May 13 and Sunday, 
May 14. 

Senior Appreciation Weekend 

Saturday, May 20th and Sunday, May 21st 
with a goodie reception between services 
on Sunday lead by the Juniors.  Merry Jen-
sen will be helping with this. 

Car Wash Event Scheduled 

Wednesday, May 24 Car Wash . . . pool 
party after? 

The Journey! 

This is the High School Mission trip that 
will be in Omaha June 11-17.  All ages will 
be invited to join in with the week of ser-
vice and fun. 

We will also be hosting a group from 
NESODAK Camp in South Dakota this 
week. They will be living in our church 
basement that week. 

2nd Car Wash Fund Raiser 

Wednesday, June 21 with pool party after. 

Camp Week 

June 25-30 AOB at Ranch camp. 

3rd Car Wash 

July 5th with pool party after. 

VBS Week July 10  thru 14  

Possibly a family camp overnight at the end 
of the week. 

Basketball Tournament  
April 2  
 
The Ron Witt Memorial Basketball 
Tournament and Family Fun Day 
is on Sunday, April 2nd from 2 pm 
until 5 pm in the Family Life Cen-
ter. 

Fill out your March Madness 
Brackets and come play!  Prizes 
will be given for various events.  

3:6Teen Lock In  
March 24-25 

This is for middle schoolers grades 6 thru 
8 at Carol Joy Holling  on March 24-25, 
2017. 

Only $20 for the whole event from 8pm 
to 8am.  Register at the link below.  If 
you need scholarship money,  mark the 
box “will send a check” then let Bogart 
know .  

Parents Night Out #5    
March 10  
 
Drop off the kids and have a night out. 
Friday, March 10 from 6 pm until 10 pm.  
Our older youth (college, high school and 
middle school) will keep the kiddo’s occu-
pied with pizza,  games, activities and a 
movie. We will also have the nursery 
open. Free Will Offerings accepted.  

Urban Plunge Event  

April 1st  
This event is for the 
middle schoolers.  We 
will leave in a van on 
Saturday, April 1st at 
9 am and travel and 
do work projects all 
over Omaha culminat-
ing with church back 
at St. Paul’s at 5:30 
pm.   

                                    Adults welcome to join us! 
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World Religions Classes Wednesday Evenings 

Adults are invited to join our Affirmation of Baptism 
youth to hear speakers educate us on the basics of 
Islam, Judaism and Catholicism 

Classes will be held on Wednesdays from 7-8 pm in 
the youth basement. 

March 8  Kael Sagheer for Muslim 101 

March 15  Catholicism 101 

March 22  Howard Epstein with Judaism 101 

  

Affirmation of Baptism  
Classes for ALL AGES  
 
Joins us Sunday Mornings for AOB 
(Affirmation of Baptism) classes in 
March  . . . They are for ALL AGES! 

The Gospels, lead by Deacon Bogart 
Nomad will be taught on the following 
dates: 

March 5,12, 19 & 26 from 9:30 am until 
10:30 am in the Youth Basement. 

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 

Tim Floro opened the meeting in Prayer 
asking for blessings in all our personal and 
professional endeavors and to be thankful 
for all that God has blessed us with.  

Pastor Paul mentioned that he is going to 
focus more on adult education for the rest 
of the year.  He also would like to see more 
adults taking more active rolls in confirma-
tion and using the opportunity as a reedu-
cation!  

Pastor Sarah reports that the preparation 
for “The tAble: an ELCA gathering of 
youth with disabilities" (http://elca.org/
Y o u t h G a t h e r i n g / t h e - t a b l e / t a b l e -
overview), which is a 4-day pre-event to 
the ELCA's Gathering  is ramping up.  The 
tAble (formerly the Definitely-abled Youth 
Leadership Event or DAYLE) is a pre-
event to the ELCA’s Gathering that blesses 
and empowers young people.  She is grate-
ful for the support from the church to con-
tinue this great work!  If you’re curious to 
know what it’s about, please contact Pastor 

Sarah.  Also, Pastor Sarah recognizes that 
we have struggles within our own walls 
here at St Paul’s.  We need to be more 
mindful of our own to let everyone feel 
welcome and included. 

We are happy to report that we had 147 
members in attendance for the Congrega-
tional meeting.  This is an increase over 
the past few years.  It is important that we 
all stay engaged with the business side of 
the church. Remember, our giving is off 
roughly 14%.  The council challenges eve-
ryone to pray and ask ourselves, what does 
14% mean to me?  Together, we can ALL 
step up and do this!  We all need to take 
ownership in our church.  Also, there was 
discussion during the meeting about the 
mortgage for the church. Currently, we 
have a 5 year ARM with a rate of 3.375% 
We need to take these next 5 years to do 
what we can to pay down the loan 
amount. 

Since the Congregational meeting, the 

church has rolled out “text-to-give.” We 
are assured that this is a safe and secured 
way to send a quick donation and we en-
courage all to give it a try.  Please text your 
gift ($10, $25, $50, $100 or more!) to 
402.810.7451 to see how quick and easy it 
is.  As demonstrated, you’ll need a credit/
debit card when doing this. 

Important Dates to remember and plan to 

attend: 

February 28—MARDI GRAS! Still ac-
cepting donations!  You’re not going to 
want to miss this.  The live auction alone is 
worth the price of a ticket!  Bring your 
checkbooks and your appetites!   Great 
food, great music, great fun! 

March 1—Lent begins with Ash Wednes-
day. This year’s theme is “The Power of 
the Cross”                               

Men’s Bible Study “Strengthen Our Faith, Faith Weight Training for Men” 

Beginning March 2nd at 6:30 pm in the Library.  This four-week Bible Study looks at the unique way in which men catch the Faith, live the 
Faith and share our faith in God.   Free pizza and beverages will be served for our first session.  All men are welcomed to this study, you 
don’t have to be a member of St. Paul’s.  The dates for this study are March 2nd, 9th, 16th and 30th.  This opportunity for men is sponsored by 
“Men of Armor”.   See you there! 
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God calls us to be good stewards.  I am sharing with you an opportunity in which everyone in the church at St. Paul’s could participate in 
some way and thus be a good steward of what God has given you. 

STEWARDSHIP  IN  OUR  LIVES 

MEMBER  FEATURE            CONTRIBUTED  BY  BRIANNA  JUMA 

Jeremy Grantham and Aaron Bryen re-
cently joined us as members here at St. 
Paul's.  Read their answers to the following 
questions to get to know them! 

How would you like to get involved at St. 
Paul’s? 
We would like to get involved with com-
munity outreach and assisting with Sunday 
services. 

What would you like to get back from being a 
member of the church? 
What we would like to get back from our 

membership is the feeling of belonging to 
something bigger than us.  A Church com-
munity that is accepting and comfortable to 
be around.  We already feel this in the 
short time we have been coming to St 
Paul’s and we are sure it will continue. 

What is your favorite thing about St. Paul’s? 
Again, the welcoming members of this 
church has to be our favorite thing about 
St. Paul’s. 

What is your favorite thing about Omaha?  
Our favorite thing about Omaha is that it is 

home.  This is where our families are and 
no matter where our travels take us it is 
always nice to get back home. 

More about Jeremy & Aaron 
We have been together for 18 years and 
have 2 dogs that are probably spoiled more 
than most children.  We both work at Mu-
tual of Omaha.  Our favorite thing to do is 
travel.  South Padre Island, TX is our go to 
place, but we like to take smaller weekend 
trips whenever we get a chance. 
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But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word 
or speech but in deed and in truth.                                           1 John 3:17-18 RSV 

For I was hungry 
and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink, I was 
a stranger and you 
welcomed me.                                                               Matthew 25:35 RSV 

Cross Roads—This is a partnership with 16 other churches that provide a meal and 

worship for prisoners and their families on Sunday evenings at Trinity Lutheran Church at 
6340 N 30th St, Omaha.  St. Paul’s commitment is for the fifth Sundays of the month (4).  
We alternate our responsibility between either worship or providing the meal.  We need 
coordinators, cooks, servers, clean-up crew, and of course, donators of desserts!  Here are 
the dates for this program: 

  April 30  Meal (Men of Armor lead)                 July 30    Worship 
  October 29 Meal                                                     December 31 Worship 
 
Please come help us.  Contact Maia Young maiayoung@icloud.com  for more infor-
mation and to sign up for any of the above dates. 

Do not neglect to do 
good and to share what 
you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to 
God.              Hebrews 13:16 RSV 

Community Meals—Six times each year, on a Saturday morning, our church reach-

es out to the poor and needy by preparing and serving a meal at First Baptist Church at 421 
Park Avenue, Omaha.  The dates have been set, now we need YOU!  

April 8  

May 27 

July 22  

September 23  

November 25 

December 9 
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Rated PG and currently in theaters and 
soon on DVD and Blue Ray.  This heart-
warming film has one dog being reincar-
nated through numerous lives and mas-
ters.  At times it moves slow, but it had 
its emotional moments and was good to 
watch.  The theology of reincarnation is 
not Lutheran or Christian but it makes 
for an interesting movie.  We can talk 
after you watch this film.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rated PG-13, on DVD and Blue-
Ray.  This is the true story of a forensic 
neurologist, who was an immigrant, is a 
Christian and had the courage and Faith 
to stand against the NFL in how it han-
dles the massive number of brain injuries 
that were causing early dementia, Lou 
Gehrig syndrome, and other neurologi-
cal diseases effecting retired NFL play-
ers.  This film is powerful and deals with 
how one man can make a differ-
ence.  When you watch this movie you 
will want to talk about it.   

“Library in the Commons” is return-
ing on Sunday, March 12.  We want 
to give you a peek at the wide selec-
tion of books available in the St. 
Paul’s library which is located next 
to the church office.  On that Sun-
day, we will have a table in the 

Commons with books from several genres for children and adults.  
All will be available for checking out.  Take a look and check one 
out!  If you do not find one on the table, go to the library, select a 
book for you or your child, fill 
out the check-out card, and put 
the book card in the box. 

The St. Paul’s Book Club will 
meet at 10:00 on Wednesday, 
March 8 in the library.  The 
book we will discuss is The 

Light Between Oceans by M. L. 
Stedman.  A story about a light-
house keeper and his family set in Australia.  A secret surrounds 
the family and how it is resolved is a good discussion topic.  Come 
join us for a relaxing morning, tea/coffee, and a treat! 

Please come into the library anytime you are in the church to find 
a comfortable couch and chairs to curl up and read! 

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 

SOWER 

We have had great success with folks helping prepare and serve 
great meals for our Wednesday Night Fellowship crowd!  There is 
a Sign Up Genius for those who can navigate this wonderful tool:   

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4ca4aa2ea6f49-
wednesday 

So here is the deal!  If you sign up to cook a meal for 50-60 peo-
ple, I will get youth helpers to help serve and wash dishes.  I can 
get 2 or 4 or none if you want to do it all for your own group. 

AND . . . Your group can keep any money raised for your minis-
try or send it to the youth. We will work with you any way you 
want! How about that for a deal! 

No Meal on Ash Wednesday! 

Meals in March can be whatever you like, but soups and sand-
wiches have done well during LENT.  If the sign up is too confus-
ing… contact me in the office and I will set you up with a date. 

Thanks everybody for helping                                 Deacon Bogart 
Nomad (the Youth Guy) 

March 1          Ash Wednesday, no meal 

March 8  Minestrone soup, Tomato soup and Cheese-
burger Sliders, prepared by Jennifer Collins, Linda Kuehl and 
Colleen Christensen 

March 15, 22, and 29   Open  (Contact Bogart or use the Sign Up 
Genius link above 

WEDNESDAY  NIGHT  MENUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rated PG-13 and currently in thea-
ters.  This film, based on a true story, is 
about a lost child from India.  This little 
boy goes from abject poverty to a loving 
family in Australia.  But in his 20s he be-
gins to wonder about his mother, brother 
and sister.  So, using Google Earth, he be-
gins the hunt.  This movie is about love, 
hope, what it means to be family and how 
random chance might have more to do 
with God working through others.  This a 
very fine movie and after you have watched 
it, let's talk!     
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WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA                                            

 
Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA                       Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

Walking on a February evening in temperatures of 66 degrees and feeling sorry that Friday is suppose 
to bring snow and rain mix.  Watching my three sweet grandsons and wishing they could be kept in the 
innocent places they are in right now.  Wondering as a healthy, independent senior citizen where life 
will take me in the next ten years. Then I realize, what is important IS  the  NOW.  Planning ahead and 
looking forward to things are part of life, but we need to be thankful for the NOW. Scripture reminds us 
that we should “fret not about tomorrow, for tomorrow will take care of itself “ Matthew  6:34.  One I appreci-
ate even more, “This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.”   Ps. 118:24.  NOW is 
such a gift.  I need to keep reminding myself and sharing with you NOW is precious . . . Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.                                                                                 

THE  SECOND  MILE   
On the weekends of March 5th and March 

19th the Second Mile offering will be col-
lected.   

WELCA—March 5 

The ministry receiving and using the mon-
ey collected on March 5th is WELCA. This 
special offering will help us cover the cost 
of shipping the kits that we send to Luther-
an World Relief each year.  It will also 
assist in costs incurred to assemble three 
types of kits: Personal Care, Baby, and 
Sewing kits.  In the lobby to the left of the 
sanctuary you will find large tubs where 
you can donate items which will be used in 
the kits.  Lists are posted stating the items 

needed.  Thank you for your generosity. 

Habitat for Humanity—March 19 

The ministry receiving and using the mon-
ey collected on March 19th is Habitat for 
Humanity.  St. Paul’s is a member of the 
Faithful Builders Coalition for Omaha 
Habitat for Humanity. We are one of elev-
en area churches that team together for this 
coalition. Each year, the Faithful Builders 
Coalition constructs a new home in the 
Omaha area starting in August and finish-
ing in late October. Our goal is simple: “to 
build a simple, decent, house” for a family 
that makes 25 to 50% of median income. 
The family makes a down payment in 350 

hours of sweat equity plus a $500 down 
payment at closing. The habitat home is 
purchased at cost with a no interest mort-
gage of 20 to 30 years that includes an es-
crow for taxes and insurance. Donations of 
land, materials, and labor from community 
members help to keep the cost of the house 
affordable. Omaha Habitat gives a percent-
age of the cost of each house to a Habitat 
organization in another country. This do-
nation may fund an entire house in that 
country. Please consider joining us as we 
build this year.  Thank you for your dona-
tion on March 19th which will help us meet 
St. Paul’s financial pledge to Habitat for 
Humanity. 

MARCH  2017 

SOWER Publication Deadline  

If you have an article or pictures you would like to submit for publication, please email it to Lynda Nicholson at 
l.nicholson0215@gmail.com by the 21st of the month for publication on the 1st of the following month. 


