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As we approach summer, we must go 
through May.  May is filled with lots of 
happenings:  Weddings, Mother’s Day, 
School’s out, Summer Vacation begins, 
Memorial Day, Opening of Fishing Season 
(at least in some states), Graduations and, 
of course, Norwegian Independence Day.  
So with all these significant, or not so sig-
nificant, happenings taking place, how do 
we keep it altogether? 

May can be filled with laughter and tears . . . 
in other words, life.  We celebrate our 
moms, the life and love they have given us.  
But Mother’s Day can be bittersweet as you 
remember your mother, but she doesn’t 
remember you.      Graduations and the 
parties that follow are celebrations of 
young people’s accomplishments and their 
future plans.   But too many a parent and 
sibling are filled with sadness at the loss of 
a recent graduate whose future was cut 
short by alcohol and cars.  May is filled 
with milestones, events, celebrations, joy 
and sadness. 

What happens is that in such a rollercoast-
er lifestyle, we forget to live in the moment.  
We look toward the future, making our 
plans, and missing the now.  When I was  
younger, and not yet a grandparent, I was 
so busy with things, plans and happenings, 
that I did not always appreciate or enjoy 
the best moments with my children and 
spouse.  Now, maybe because I am older 
and maybe a little wiser, I see the blessing 
of my time with my children and grandchil-
dren.   I give thanks every day for them and 
my best friend, my wife. 

I have learned that through both the joys 
and sorrows, we gain an appreciation for 
the love God has given us to share with 
others.   Whether we are celebrating end-
ings or new beginnings, it is the life in be-
tween that shows us God’s incredible wis-
dom, giving us people to love.    

When you give your child a glove and ball 
for their birthday, make sure you play catch 
with them.  Before you attend your child or 
grandchild’s concert, ask to have a private 

performance, even though you might have 
ground your teeth as they practiced.  Don’t 
wait to give flowers until Mother’s Day or 
Valentine’s Day, do it now . . . they look 
better at home than at the cemetery. 

You can never say I love you too much.  
You should never be too busy for a hug.  
Tell your graduate you are proud of them 
years before they receive their diploma.  
Take kids to family friendly movies, even if 
they are not your own (get the parent’s 
permission first).   Play in the sandbox, or 
the sprinkler, or the slip and slide and make 
sure someone gets a picture of it.  You may 
feel the fool, but you will be loved for it.  
Do not be afraid to change plans and re-
member that the artwork children make for 
you is because they love you . . . they are 
more precious than any painting in a muse-
um. 

Take time this May to live in love with 
others, knowing that the best times are not 
always put on the calendar, but in our 
hearts.                                          Pastor Paul 

Expanding our Reach 

We are now live streaming our services on 
YouTube and Facebook. Follow the link 
below to see our most recently recorded vid-
eo.  Follow us on Facebook for future live 
streaming notifications.            

http://bit.ly/SPLCOmaha-youtube   
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PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 

Writing about our second part of worship, 
simply called “Word” feels extremely ap-
propriate as we enter this Easter season 
together! This section of our liturgy is more 
than scripture reading, though. It also in-
cludes: the proclamation (children and 
adult sermons), the hymn or song of the 
day, the profession of our faith with the 
words of a creed, and our prayers of the 
people.  

The Word is, without question, the largest 
chunk of our time and energy spent togeth-
er in worship. As Christians, we remember 
that Jesus is the Living Word, as pro-
claimed in the Gospel of John: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was 
God.” (John 1:1) The Word was God. God is 
found not only in the words of the Bible 
that we read or hear read aloud, but God is 
also found in the proclamation—the sermons.  

A sermon is the intersection where the 
proclaimer’s story, your story, and God’s 
story meet. Both Pastor Paul and I believe 
that a sermon is an opportunity to speak to 
where God is active in our community, to 
listen to what the Spirit might be calling us 
toward, and to hear the words of Good 

News proclaimed into a world of broken-
ness.  

I’ve come to learn that there is always 
more than one proclamation during wor-
ship—the proclamation the preacher thinks 
they give, the proclamation they think is 
heard, and then the actual proclamation, 
interpreted by however many people are 
present, with the help of the Spirit.  

This is why we refer to both scripture and 
Jesus Christ as the “Living Word”—
because the words of God’s story, inter-
preted within the community of faith, are 
not didactic. The Living Word is just 
that—living, breathing, moving and chang-
ing. God’s promises to us do not change, 
but the way we experience, hear, live and 
remember them is new every time—what a 
tangible gift of love from our Creator!  

While it might seem we put a hymn or 
song in after the sermon to get everyone’s 
attention, there is always careful thought 
and preparation put into the choice for that 
week. As often as possible, we use this 
space as a way to reinforce the word of 
God we heard in scripture and proclama-
tion.  

We also profess our faith together, with the 
same words of the Apostles’ Creed, every 
week, for just this very reason! The way we 
experience God’s story in our lives may 
change, how we hear the promises of God 
may shift, but who our God was, is, and 
will be does not change. And so, together 
with our community, and communities 
around the globe and across time, we pro-
fess our faith with one voice using the story 
of who our God is, Triune, one in three 
parts.  

Finally, in this part of worship, we lift our 
hearts together as we pray the prayers of 
the people, or the prayers of intercession. 
Here, we pray for and on behalf (or, we 
intercede) of the church, the nations of the 
world, those who need our prayers for vari-
ous reasons, creation, and even ourselves. 
Scripture is full of ways to pray, and we 
explore some of those in our worship to-
gether, too.  

What part of The Word fills you? What 
part challenges you? What part of the 
Word do you have questions about? Let 
me know.  

See you in church!  
Pastor Sarah  

Word: God Speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song 

Book Club Continues! 

Our next book for Pastor Sarah’s Book Club 
will be Hidden Figures, by Margot Lee Shet-
terly. We are currently meeting on Wednes-
day evenings at 7pm. This book follows the 
stories of four African American women who 
worked for NASA long before racial or gen-
der equality were considered standard, and 
has gained global attention because of the 
movie that was made based on this book.  

We’ll start discussion for this book on Wednesday, May 3rd  at 7 
pm in the Commons.  

Thank you to those who have been able to join us as we’ve read 
and discussed this past month’s book, A Man Called Ove.  

*One final note: Once we move into our summer schedule, we may 
be moving the time/location of this group so more schedules can be 
accommodated. Stay tuned!  

Small Groups Summer Start-Up 

This summer, we will be starting small groups! These groups will be 
based on different interests and offered at a few points during the 
week. 

Do you want to meet other folks in your demographic here at the 
church? Are you new to Lutheranism, or Christianity, and would 
like to meet with others to talk through some of the basic tenants of 
your faith? Need some time to work on knitting or other handwork 
while you pray for different areas of the world? Our possibilities are 
endless!  

Pastor Sarah is looking for volunteers who would like to help lead a 
group. Volunteers don’t need to have all the answers! Do you have 
an hour or two a week, and an interest or passion you want to con-
nect to the mission of St. Paul’s?  

Email: sflatt@splcomaha.org to get the conversation started.  
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CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY 
 
Emily Dalen is the Director of Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Over the past year, you’ve probably heard 
about the Vibrant Faith Initiative at St. 
Paul’s. We’ve talked about how faith is 
often caught more than it is taught, and 
mentioned that faith is often formed 
through personal, trusted relationships. We 
continue to find ways to bring all ages to-
gether to hear each other’s faith stories and 
serve. In worship, we’re involving all ages 
in leadership roles and offering hands-on 
ways to experience worship. We believe 
that when we learn, hear each other’s sto-
ries, worship and serve together, we all 
grow in our faith. Our wisest and our 
youngest members grow in faith from being 
connected with each other. 

As I scrolled through Facebook this morn-
ing, I came across an article on mentoring 
that spoke to the value of relationships in 
confirmation, or AOB as we call it, at St. 
Paul’s. I feel that this article has great impli-
cations not just for AOB students, but for 
all children and youth at St. Paul’s.  

Please enjoy this excerpt from Kate Siber-
ine’s article: “Mentoring: The Missing Key 
to Confirmation”: 

“The Importance of Modeling* 
When Jesus teaches his disciples about their task 
as Christians in the parable of the Good Samari-
tan, he does not present a theological treatise but 
instead he shares a story of a person who cared 
for a hurting and neglected neighbor and then 
tells his followers to “go and do likewise.”  While 
our default thinking about confirmation prepara-
tion typically involves questions of content and 
curriculum, social science research backs up 
Jesus’ teaching methods. 

That research shows that learned spiritual behav-
iors—such as compassion, forgiveness, or devo-
tion, come from seeing those behaviors modeled 
by trusted people with whom they have a lasting 
relationship. This modeling of care for the other, 
illustrated by mentors in their care for confirm-
ands, also teaches confirmands that we are not 
independent Christians, but part of an interde-

pendent body of Christ. Christians cannot be 
followers of Jesus alone. 

As a model of incarnational discipleship, which 
is supported by both our scriptural tradition and 
social science research, mentoring allows adult 
members of the congregation to live more fully 
into their own baptismal call. They are given the 
time and space to share their lives, their stories 
and their brokenness with young people who are 
in the process of learning to claim their own 
embodied faith and identity. The passing down 
of faith from one generation to the next enriches 
the faith lives of both the confirmand and the 
mentor, which then enriches the whole church.” 

As we continue to grow into this Vibrant 
Faith approach to ministry, we remember 
that these ideas aren’t anything new. Jesus 
mentored those around him and his disci-
ples mentored others.  Someone mentored 
each of us, allowed us to hear stories of 
faith and changed lives, and helped us to 
live out our faith.  We can be that for some-
one else. 

Would YOU like to be a  
Vacation Bible School  
Volunteer?     
 July 10-13 from 6-8:30 pm. 

 The team is looking for people to lead 
stations including Bible story, Art, Games, 
and Service Projects. We also need help 
with skits, music, and creating videos. 
Could you be a crew leader and help a 

group of kids travel from one station to 

the next? 
Contact Emily or send her an email 
at edalen@splcomaha.org.  

*Excerpted from Kate Siberine’s article “Mentoring: The Missing Key to Confirmation” www.buildfaith.org 

  

 

 

 

 

The last day for Wednesday evening ser-
vices will be held on May 10. Sunday 
School for the 2016-2017 school year will 
end on May 7. Cross and Heart Kids will 
end on May 10. 

Please take a minute when you are serving in the St. Paul’s kitchen to record the date, the event, 

what was served, and the number of people served into the notebook that has been placed in the 

kitchen.  These entries will assist those in planning for future events.  There is also a page to address 

kitchen needs that you may have noticed while working in the SPLC kitchen.   Please jot these down 

so the Kitchen Team can address them.  

Please leave the notebook by the microwave oven so all can find it.  Thanks for your help!!!   

New List Needed for  

Bakers and Workers for Funerals 

Please let Karen Hansen know if you are  
willing to bake or work funerals.  Even 
though you previously signed up, we need 
to update our list again.   If we do not 

hear from you by May 15, we will assume 

your name should be dropped.  Call or e-
mail your name and preferred phone number 
and whether you are willing to bake, work or 
both to Karen Hansen at 402-616-1178 or           
e-mail karen_hansen 409@hotmail.com   
Blessings . . . you are so appreciated!!   
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YOUTH  MINISTRY 
 
Deacon Bogart Nomad is the Director of Youth Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Bogart at bnomad@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

St. Paul’s is proud to announce that our very 
own Tyler Pierson will be a Counselor at 
Camp Carol Joy Holling this summer. Tyler 
is finishing up his first year at Doane College. 

  Passion Walk held on Good Friday 

Ron Witt Memorial Basketball Tournament Held April 2nd 
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The annual Urban Plunge was an amazing opportunity for our middle schoolers to learn about giving back to the community. This year our 3:16 
group went to several non-profit organizations including the Open Door Mission, Thrift World and LVC Garden. It was a huge success! Thank you to 
everyone who participated.   

Mana’s Urban Plunge                                                                  submitted by Mana Paga, grade 7 and edited by St. Paul’s staff 

I had the best experience yet on April 1st, when I went to the Urban 
Plunge for the first time. We made 7 stops in 10 hours!  

The first stop was the First Baptist 
Church to help clean chairs. Half of 
us washed the chairs and half of us 
dried them.  

The sec-
ond stop 
was the 
Kountze 

Lutheran Garden to prepare it by pull-
ing weeds and moving the tomato cag-
es. Before our third stop, we went to 
Thrift World to look around for 10 
minutes until noon. It was cool looking 
around, except some of the stuff was old. 

The third stop was back at First Baptist 
Church to eat lunch with the homeless, 
or low income folks, served by a group 
of people who practice Hindu. There 
was a man that me and my friends, 
Jacob Beason and Xavier Villareal, sat 
with. He told us that he’s been retired 

since he was 24 years old and that Gerald R. Ford, the 38th Pres-
idents’ real name was Leslie King Jr. Before our fourth stop, we 
went to a supermarket to get wax paper because we were going to 
the slides downtown until 1:15. It was fun, except for when I was 
on my stomach and it hurt. I decided to be done with going on the 
slides for the rest of the time.  

The fourth stop was the 
Open Door Mission to 
sort clothes in buckets. It 
was funny because Xavier 
put on women’s clothes!  

The fifth stop was to a 
house near the Nelson 
Mandela Elementary 
School in north Omaha 
to help people who lived 
there with their garden, 
soda bottles and cans. 
Me and my friends 
helped the man who lived there by sorting out soda bottles and cans 

by size and company.  

The sixth stop was the Fat Shack BBQ in 
North Omaha to eat dinner there. I or-
dered the rib basket, which included ribs 
and a choice of 
fries and home-
made potato 
chips. I chose 
french fries and 
soda. It was the 
best dinner I had!  

Our final stop was St. Paul’s for the 5:30 
p.m. service.  

I’ll never forget one of the best Saturdays I ever had!  

Ron Witt  

Memorial  

Basketball  

Tournament  

continued  



Upcoming Youth Events 

Car Wash Event Scheduled 
Wednesday, June 7th Car Wash . . . pool party after? 

The Journey! 
This is the High School Mission trip that will be in Omaha June 11 
through June 17.  All ages will be invited to join in with the week 
of service and fun. 

We will also be hosting a group from NESODAK Camp in South 
Dakota this week. They will be living in our church basement that 
week. 

2nd Car Wash Fund Raiser 
Wednesday, June 21 with pool party after. 

Camp Week 
June 25-30 AOB at Ranch camp. 

3rd Car Wash 
July 5th with pool party after. 

VBS Week July 10 thru 14  
Family camp overnight at the end of the week. 
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These students, parents, and grandparents 
participated in a Communion Milestone 
Retreat on Sunday, April 9. Together, they 
learned about communion, why we take it, 
painted a chalice, and made communion 
bread. The bread and chalice were used 
during the celebration of the milestone on 
Maundy Thursday, April 13.  

Holden Campbell 

Natalie Delaney 

Abby Holck 

Koby Meyers 

Cameron Peek 

Taylee Warrington 

Noah Wilson 

Mother’s Day Weekend 

This is a big weekend for our Youth! 

Affirmation of Baptism students will be studying Worship and all 
it’s meaning during class time on Wednesdays leading up to the 
Big Weekend. As part of their class, they will be helping with all 
aspects of Worship including the Fellowship of a Mother’s Day 
Brunch! 

As many as a dozen Youth will help at the Mother’s Day brunch 
between services from 9 am to 10:30 am on Sunday May 14. 

We have 3 High School ladies scheduled to preach at each of the 
three services that weekend. 

  

 

Senior Recognition Weekend 

Senior Recognit ion 
Weekend will be May 20 
and 21. Graduating Sen-
iors will be asked to at-
tend one of the three 
services and receive their 
Graduation Bibles. There will also be a Goodies Reception be-
tween services on May 21. Look for Senior Bio’s in the Bulletin on 
May 21 and a Senior Picture display in the Commons.  



COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS                                                Submitted this month by Teresa Campbell, Council Member 

Pastor Paul reports the interactive worship 
this Lenten series, “Power of the Cross,” 
has been very successful. The Church has 
seen an increase in attendance and we are 
grateful for the work and creativity led by 
Emily, Bogart, and Erin.  

We have two new faces in the Church Of-
fice. Please help us welcome Nichole 
Baugh, Communications Coordinator and 
April Tagge, Office Assistant. We are hap-
py to have them on board to help us with 
our mission. 

St. Paul’s will welcome nine new Commu-
nicants during our Maundy Thursday Ser-
vice. Pastor Sarah and Emily Dalen joined 
the 3rd graders and their families in answer-
ing questions about Communion, making 
Chalices, baking communion bread, and 

sharing in the traditions of First Communion. 

Dennis Stieren has once again been very 
active in working on streamlining our fi-
nances. We continue to fall behind in our 
projected giving for the year. Please contin-
ue to prayerfully consider giving to the 
church. Dennis and the Church staff are 
focusing on updating emails and group 
listings in order to improve our communi-
cations with each other. Caring and Shar-
ing Committee led a round table discussion 
on April 9 to focus on building on Steward-
ship goals. Timothy Siburg with Nebraska 
Synod’s Director of Stewardship will at-
tend the May council meeting to help pro-
vide information regarding Stewardship. 
We are looking for motivated, multigenera-
tional members to help drive our Steward-
ship Committee!!!  

Property is currently working on finalizing 
a mowing crew for the summer to keep our 
Church looking beautiful! Thanks for all 
you do. The parking lot will get a face lift 
by the middle of May in the form of Park-
ing Lot re-striping. Also, holes in the roof 
over the classrooms and chapel were fixed, 
with the hopes that this is the last of the 
roof repairs. 

The upcoming Congregational Meeting in 
June is in the planning stages. Endowment 
Board Constitutional Changes and new 
members will make an appearance with a 
vote. We will also vote on new members to 
our dynamic Church Council.  

Blessings, 

Teresa Campbell 
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Community Meals 

A coalition of churches in the metro area 
have banded together to serve a very im-
portant group of God’s people—the home-
less and the poor!  Each Saturday, a differ-
ent church provides a meal at First Baptist 
Church in downtown Omaha, located at 
421 Park Avenue, just off I-480 near Leav-
enworth. 

On April 8, St. Paul’s served 95 people 
from the neighborhood.  Our menu was 
hash-brown and ham casserole and green 
beans.  Oh, and we cannot forget the much 
appreciated, delicious bars and cookies 
baked by several of our congregation 
members.  Seven members of our church 
went to the church and prepared and 
served the meal.  THANK YOU to those 
who baked and those who worked!   

You can contact Maia Young or the 
church office to get involved with this min-
istry. Our next opportunity is this month 
on May 27.   We need 6 people for the first 
shift from 9 to 11 for cooking and prep and 
2 more people to fill up the second shift 
from 11 to 2 for serving and cleanup. 
Please join us and be blessed. 

Crossroads Meal at Trinity Lutheran 

On Sunday, April 30th, a team of eleven 
from St. Paul’s, led by Men of Armor, 
planned a meal of pulled pork, cheesy 
potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw and won-
derful desserts provided by various congre-
gation members.  Seventy five meals were 
served to prisoners and their families after 
they attended the 6 pm worship service at 
Trinity Lutheran.  We will be serving at 
Trinity again on Sunday, October 29th 
from 4:30 until 8:30.  That team will be led 
by Lynda Nicholson and Colleen Christen-
sen. If you would like to participate in 
serving with this ministry, please contact 
Lynda Nicholson at 402-659-6747 
l.nicholson0215@gmail.com or Colleen 
C h r i s t e n s e n  a t  4 0 2 - 3 3 9 - 7 7 2 2 
crchrist51@gmail.com or .  Please join us. 

Next time maybe more new people 
(YOU?) can participate and share in these 
fulfilling opportunities to serve as we have 
been instructed by Jesus.   

Serving God’s Community:   

Have you enjoyed food prepared and grilled 
by St. Paul’s AMen Grill?   

If so, then would you consider helping 
AMen Grill buy a new grill?   

The present grill is worn out and there 
aren’t enough funds in their account to pur-
chase a new grill.   

Did you know the AMen Grill team takes 
their grill on the road to serve a meal for our 
Habitat for Humanity service day? We also 
rely on it for other functions such as our 
Summer Block Party and an occasional 
Wednesday evening meal.   

Contact Jan in the church office at 402-895-
3366 if you can help them with a donation 
toward the purchase of a new grill .  Thanks 
for your support!   
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What do you Treasure? 

This is a verse that speaks directly about 
stewardship and usually makes us think 
about money.  This verse came into my 
mind as I was pondering another “human” 
issue—the way people think and approach 
problems or difficult situations.  Jesus told 
us to bring our problems to Him and He 
would give us rest.  Yet sometimes we hold 
onto hurt feelings, anger, resentments, 
problems, concerns . . . to name a few, and 

treat them as if they are OURS and ours 
alone.  Sometimes we even seem to treat 
them as if they were “treasures”.  Think 
about what these negative things do to us, 
our lives and our relationships.  Ill health, 
stress, lack of peace and happiness, depres-
sion, lack of self-confidence are often out-
comes. Stored in our thinking, they build 
up in us and eat away at us just like moths 
and rust.  Maybe it is time that we con-
sciously and confidently gave these to God 
as we have been instructed! 

STEWARDSHIP  IN  OUR  LIVES 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.                                              Matthew 6:19-21 NKJV 

Men of Armor Host  

Annual Mother’s Day Brunch 

Come to St Paul’s Lutheran Church for  
Mother’s Day Brunch.  We will be making 
some of your favorite dishes to enjoy for 
Mother’s Day.  Men of Armor will be 
making a this homemade meal to celebrate 
Mother’s Day!  Please plan to bring your 
family and join us in the Family Life Cen-
ter from 9 am to 10:30 am—No reserva-
tions needed.  Come and enjoy good food 
and fellowship.  Mother’s eat Free as our 
treat!  A Free Will donation will be accept-
ed for our other guests.  Mark your calen-
dars and we look forward to seeing you on 
May 14th.  If you need more information, 
contact Gary McDonald at 402-331-1959 . 

 
October 22, 2016 

Bentley Gavyn DeWispelare son of Jamie & Kelli DeWispelare 

November 5, 2016 
Lucas Lee Porter and Noah William Porter  

sons of Jeremy & Rachel Porter 

February 11, 2017 
Joseph Allen Closser son of Charles & Jami Closser 

February 12, 2017 
Clara Jane England daughter of Tristan & Kristy England 

February 18, 2017 
Ava Lenore Ullman daughter of Douglas & Trisha Ullman 

February 25, 2017 
Brennan Otto Margritz son of William & Nikki Margritz 

March 19, 2017 
Aaron John Bryen 

Nicholas Ryan Adams son of Aaron & Jamie Adams 

March 26, 2017 
Javion Michael Harry son of Stacey Harry 

April 30, 2017 
Lilly Gigliotti daughter of Kari Lewis and Geoff Gigliotti  

Please join in the 5 week bible study on the movie: 

THE SHACK 

Based on the moving story of The Shack film, this 5-week 
study offers hope for those who have experienced tragedy, 
are questioning God's love and goodness, and for those who 
want to grow stronger in their faith.  

We will meet in the Chapel at 6:30 p.m., Tuesdays:  May 
2,9,16,23 & June 6. 

Contact Colleen Christensen. at:  

402-339-7722          or        crchrist51@gmail.com 

Important Dates in May at St. Paul’s 

May 7th    Welcoming New Members 

May 10th      Last Midweek service until Fall 

May 14th    Mother’s Day Youth Service (worship led by 
     youth of St. Paul’s) 

May 21st      Senior Sunday (recognizing all those             
     graduating this year) 

May 28th      Sunday worship time changes to 9:30 am  

     until after Labor Day 

Also this Summer: 

June 25th      Refugee Sunday & Semi-Annual Meeting after 
     worship 

July 10-14    VBS  

July 14th & 15th    Family Camp at Carol Joy Holling 

August 4th     St. Paul’s Block Party     



PASTOR  PAUL’S  MOVIE,   MEDIA  &  BOOK   REVIEWS 
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Currently in theaters and rated PG-13. 

This movie impressed me with the por-
trayal of a real story of courage, faith and 
absolute Biblical hospitality.   The setting 
is Warsaw, Poland during WW 2 with the 
German occupation of all of Poland.  The 
Warsaw Zoo is run by a husband and wife 
team that loves animals with a passion, 
but God’s people even more so.  We are 
not sure of the religious background of 
these two, but they choose to hide Jewish 
people from the Warsaw Ghetto and help 
them escape to safety.  They risk every-
thing for the sake of strangers.  There are 
scenes that are hard to watch but the story 
draws you in and you wonder what will 
happen to these brave souls and the Jews 
they are protecting.  You should watch 
this film and afterwards, let’s talk.   

As a book to give 
to a special wom-
an for Mother’s 
Day, you might 
want to consider 
The God Box by 
Mary Lou Quin-
lan. Available in 
our library for 

your reading, this is a true, heart-warming 
story of a daughter’s discovery made after 
her mother’s death.  You will discover the 
meaning of “I’ll put it in the God Box.” A 
mother’s unique approach to caring for 
others, this is a story of the true meaning of 
giving everything to God in prayer and 
supplication! In this short book and easy 
read, you will discover how one person 
dealt with the stresses of life concerning 
her children, her friends and sometimes 
mere acquaintances. Discovered after her 
death, the God Box(es) provide a look 
back at life for her children.  A must read! 

St. Paul’s Second Wednesday Book Club 

Upcoming selections are: May—Isaac’s 
Storm by Erik Larson—the story of the 
great flood of Galveston; June—My 
Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s 
Sorry by Fredrik Backman—a fictional 
story of love, loss, a mission and the power 
of fairy tales told by a grandmother; July—
Book Shop on the Corner by Jenny Col-
gan—an unanticipated change in life, a 
bookmobile, a discovery of new people and 
a new place to call home all wrapped up in 
a delightful read. 

Come join us for an hour at 10:00 the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month for some 
tea, coffee, a treat and delightful sharing 
even if you have not read the book selec-
tion for the month!  Everyone is welcome 
and invited.   

If you have any questions please contact 
Ginger Hansen, Judy Petersen or Sally 
Runge. 

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently on DVD and Blue-ray, rated R. 

The script for this film comes from the real 
life tragedy of the terrorist attack on the 
Boston Marathon in 2013.  The movie 
moves slow at times but the individual 
stories of the victims, law enforcement 
and yes, even the two brothers who plant-
ed the bombs is part of this powerful story.  
I was amazed at what happened and what 
we were originally told and shown by the 
media.  However the important parts of 
the story revolve around those who kept 
the faith, showed great courage, compas-
sion and love in an inhuman act.  The film 
is graphic both in word and images.  After 
you watch this movie we should talk.   

1/2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently in the theaters and rated PG. 

The story of a reporter trying to find out, 
or maybe prove or disprove, that Jesus 
was real and he even rose from the dead.  
There is some good acting and a moder-
ately reasonable script, but once again, my 
frustration with most of these films about 
faith, proving that Jesus and God are real, 
is still there.  I know that for many folks 
that this movie offers proofs that Jesus is 
real.  This facts versus Faith is always a 
challenge for us as Christians.  This movie 
didn’t help me, but I guess I am in the 
Faith side of this debate from the begin-
ning.  If you do see this movie, let’s talk 
about it.   1/2 

Alex and Abigail Segrell Burk 

December 17, 2016  

 

 

Ryan and Christen Neben  Lisinski 

April 29, 2017 



IN MEMORIAM 

Eileen Martha Holly 

 
January 23, 1939 - August 20, 
2016 Age 77 years of Millard, 
NE. Eileen was born and 
raised in Millard and graduat-
ed from Millard High with the 
class of 1956. She was also a 
servant of God at St. Paul's 
Lutheran Church. Preceded in 
death by her parents, Albert and 
Martha Gosch; and daughter, Pame-
la Schlesiger. Survived by husband of 35 
years, Evan Holly; son, Robert (Leanna) Schlesiger; daughter, Peg 
(Darin) Chartier; step-sons, Ronald (Noelle) Holly, and Roger Hol-
ly; brothers, Dr. Norman (Ann) Gosch, and twin brother Gene 
(Kathy) Gosch; sister, Elberta (Ken) Isaacson; and grandchildren, 
Sidney Schlesiger, Spencer, Corbin and Jackson Chartier, and Emi-
ly Holly.  

Eileen was a true friend, lover of God and an avid reader.  For 
years she served her church and community.  At St. Paul’s she was 
a counter, a member of Hope Circle, a leader in WELCA serving 
Luthern World Relief, made Christmas boxes for First Lutheran, 
tended the flowers and library, assembled bulletins and was hon-
ored by Reverend Folkerts as a special servant of the church.  Out-
side of St. Paul’s, Eileen was a part of three book clubs and Millard 
Dettes Extension Club. At the Tip Top Thrift Shop she was known 
as the “book lady”. After 24 years of volunteering for the Douglas 
County Election Commission, she was inducted into the Poll 
Worker Hall of Fame.  This wonderful woman will be missed by 
many.   

A Celebration of Eileen’s life was held on Wednesday, August 24, 
at St. Paul's Lutheran Church with Interment at Voss-Mohr Ceme-
tery. Memorials may be directed to St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 

 

Gerald C Johnson 
 
April 27, 1938 - November 8, 2016. 
Preceded in death by spouse, 
Karen K. Johnson; parents, 
Hjalmar and Evelyn Johnson; 
special daughter, Nancy and 
husband, Kevin Bayle. Sur-
vived by wife, Bonnie; chil-
dren, Mark (Dana) Johnson, 
Craig (Shari) Johnson, Scott 
(Mary) Johnson, Todd (Kristi) 
Johnson, Jamie (Michael) Polick; 
grandchildren, Brad, Nick, Curtis, To-
my, Jordan, Brenna, Hunter, Emily, Jamie, Brian, Zach, Jack, 
Campbell, Hayden; and great-grandchildren, Cole, Cade, Mariana, 
Isabel, Sophia, Tomas; brother, Thomas (Carol) Johnson. A funeral 
service was held on Friday, November 11 at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church with Interment at Evergreen Cemetery. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

 

 

JoAnn L. McClain 

 
November 3, 1929 - November 
24, 2016, Age 87 of Omaha. 
Preceded in death by parents, 
Luther H. Tunberg and Jennie 
H. (Skoglund) Tunberg. Sur-
vived by, husband, Dale E. 

McClain; son, Jon K. McClain; 
daughter, Karen (Rocky) Antho-

ny; grandchildren, Blake (Nichole) 
(continued on page 12) 
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JoAnn L. McClain (continued) 
Anthony, Rachel (Dustin) Wonder, Tara (Robert) McClain-Streff 
and Katy (Brian) Hobbins; great-grandchildren, Brantley and 
Neleigh Anthony, Caden and Colton Streff and Emelia Hobbins.  

In 1990, JoAnn moved with Dale to Omaha in retirement to help 
take care of their grandchildren and pets, Midgee, Corney, Tipee, 
Boston, Missy, BeeJay, Dylan, Zoey, Graycee and Peppee (the 
chicken).  In retirement, JoAnn was very active in the Church in-
cluding Ladies Circle and Bible Studies. A Memorial Service was 
held on Tuesday, November 29 at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. Me-
morials may be made to St. Paul's Lutheran Church or the Nebras-
ka Humane Society. 

Michael F. Janis  
February 7, 1943 - January 14, 2017, Age 73 years of Omaha. Sur-
vived by his wife of 52 years, Virginia; daughters: Patricia (Tony) 
Cody, Teresa Janis; granddaughter, Paige Cody; brothers: Robert 
(Donna) Janis, Chris (Debbie) Janis; sister, Geri (Bob) Birr; sister-in
-law, Jeannie (Ron) Hauptman; brothers-in-law: Cork (Diane) Ad-
kins, Steve (Roxanne) Adkins; many nieces, nephews, other rela-
tives and friends.   

Mike was a talented guitarist and vocalist who was still playing and 
having a ball with his friends in the Ethnic Singers. As a devoted 
educator, he created so many ways for students and parents to get 
involved in music both during and outside of the school day.  Some 
of the groups he started include: Wandering Souls, Can-Do Singers, 
Millard South and West Swing Choirs, Musical Productions, Varie-
ty Shows, Carol Choir, Madrigals and other groups.  Mike made a 
significant impact on the lives of his students—building confidence 
in some, developing talent in others, and bringing joy and friendship 
to all.  Mike was also an avid fisherman and had a passion for con-
servation, sharing nature, and communing with the peace and quiet 
of the outdoors. A Celebration of Michael’s Life was held on Fri-
day, January 20, 2017 at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  Memorials 
may be made to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

Alexander “Al” Petrovich  
September 3, 1927 - March 30, 2017 Age 89 years of Omaha. Pre-
ceded in death by wife, Dorothy; brother, Michael; sister, Mildred 
Limpach. Survived by brothers, Louis, Donald (Carol); sisters, Hel-
en Kuhfahl, Evelyn Grossman, Bessie Irvine, Dorothy (Dave) 
Aken, Mary (Tim) Burkhart; many other relatives and friends. A 
Memorial Service was held on Wednesday, April 5th at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church with Inurnment at Evergreen. Memorials may be 
made to the Alzheimer's Association or Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  

Dorothy Ann Betts (Nelson) 
April 29, 1925 - February 4, 2017. 
Preceded in death by husband, 
Elmer H. Betts; son, Grove E. 
Betts; brothers, Grove and Wil-
liam Nelson. Survived by 
daughter, Andrea Olson 
(Tom); grandchildren: Jen-
nifer Alloway (Mitch), Mi-
chael Olson (Michelle), Dr. 
David Olson (Dr. Andrea), 
Grover Betts (Jen), and Wendy 
Kitchen (Scott); nine great-
grandchildren; daughter-in-law, 
Ronda Blakley.  

When her children went to UNL, Dorothy returned to college to 
obtain a Master’s Degree in Education.  She taught Home Econom-
ics in Millard Public Schools, mostly at Millard South High School 
from 1968 until she retired in 1991.  She loved teaching! She also 
enjoyed times with friends, playing cards (especially bridge), read-
ing, sewing, quilting and crossword puzzles.  She and Elmer liked 
traveling, especially spending time in Europe with Danish relatives 
and later winters in Phoenix.  Dorothy and Elmer were married for 
over 60 years until he died in 2011.  Services were held on Wednes-
day, February 8th, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church with Interment at 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery. Memorials may be made to Alzheimer's 
Association, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, or charity of your choice.  

 

Mary E. “Polly” Duffield  
December 23, 1922 - March 13, 

2017. Preceded in death by 
husband, William; parents, 
Arnold and Violet Mader; 
sisters, Ruth and Dorothy. 
Survived by sons: William 
Duffield II, Michael F. Duf-
field (Rhonda), and Paul H. 

Duffield (Char); six grandchil-
dren; two great-grandchildren; 

brother-in-law, Jack Duffield; 
nieces and nephews.  

When Polly was 17, she met William Duf-
field at a Valentine’s Day party and they knew instantly that they 
were meant for each other.  They were engaged in 1941. William 
was stationed at the Army base in Oahu during the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Communication was very poor and it was weeks before 
Polly heard from him.  In fact, little was heard about the war for a 
long time.  Feeling she had to do something to help her country, 
Polly enlisted in the Marines.  In 1945, Polly married William, was 
discharged from the Marines and moved back to Omaha.  Polly 
stayed at home with their three sons and in 1962 she went back to 
work and started her career with Millard Lumber.  She retired from 
Millard Lumber in 1987 and took the time to enjoy traveling—to 
Australia, Germany and Canada. She spent her remaining years in 
the company of her children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, who she loved so dearly. Services were held on Sat-
urday, March 18th at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church with Interment at 
Hollst Cemetery in Yutan with military honors. Memorials may be 
made to American Cancer Society or St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  
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THE  SECOND  MILE   

Changes come in life, some are planned, some are not.   My cousins moved from Bennington to Omaha . . . no 
big deal, but they moved from the house where they raised their three daughters, from the town where my cousin 
was a teacher most  of his professional life. They also moved to a different church. On the other end of the spec-
trum, my son and his wife have just watched the hole being dug for their new home where they will be raising 
their family . . . changes for them, too.  Some changes are ahead for high school kids who will graduate this May 
and go to college or into the job market.  Preschoolers will leave their cocoon and go on to the big world of ele-
mentary school. Changes . . . Some folks have lost spouses and have big decisions to make about many aspects 
of their lives.  Changes, changes . . . we never know . . . but there is one truth, one promise we can be sure of  
“Earth’s joys grow dim and glories pass away, Change is all around I see, But thou who changeth not Abide 
with me”.  In all our changes . . . He is the same yesterday, today and always .   Amen !!! 

Notes of Interest: The Women of the ELCA send many donations to Lutheran World Relief and other causes throughout the community 
and the world. It should be noted that some of the donations of the St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA stay right here.  In 2016, $2,123 was 
donated to the St. Paul’s mortgage debt and $2,000 was donated to our bathroom renovations. Thank you, ladies for your generosity from 
offerings, Wednesday suppers, etc.                                    Dates to Remember  

         June 1,8,15,22,29 . . . Bingo at the Good Samaritan Center, Millard   

                                             July 13-16 . . . Triennial Convention, Minneapolis 

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA                                        

 
Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA .   Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

On the weekends of May 14 and May 28, 
the Second Mile offering will be collected 
at each worship service.  Every month, as 
members of this congregation, we have the 
opportunity to stretch ourselves and give 
beyond our regular pledged giving, offering 
a little extra to help minister to special 
groups. 

On Mother’s Day, May 14, MOPS 

(Mothers of Preschoolers) is our special 
ministry.  This group reaches out to young 
mothers in our congregation and is also an 
outreach to the Millard community.  The 
description on our church’s website states 
“Motherhood comes with great joys, trials 
and frustrations. Wouldn’t it be great to 
have a support group, to meet other moms 
experiencing similar situations to yours?”  
This year they have been exploring the 
“messes of motherhood.”  On the 1st and 
3rd Tuesdays of each month from 9:30-
11:30 a.m., September - May, they meet for 
breakfast, socializing, inspiration and in-

formative speakers. Additionally, they offer 
a terrific Moppets program for the children, 
if needed, so moms can participate in activ-
ities without the hassle of finding childcare. 

May 26th we will offer our dollars to sup-
port the Nebraska Lutheran Campus Min-

istry.   As an agency of the Nebraska Syn-
od of the ELCA, they reach out and invite 
people in academic settings to become 
more deeply involved with the Christian 
community to discover how to become 
better disciples and serve Christ.  As stated 
on their website, “Nebraska Lutheran 
Campus Ministry identifies ministry loca-
tions and appoints local governance coun-
cils.  Ministry programs include worship in 
various forms and at different times; multi-
ple opportunities for Christian faith devel-
opment, such as Bible studies and discus-
sion groups; vocational discernment expe-
riences; community service and outreach 
activities; mission trips; congregational 
involvement; and pastoral care.” 

Currently, programs are sponsored at: 
Chadron State College (Chadron); 
Creighton University (Omaha); Northeast 
Community College (Norfolk); Peru State 
College (Peru); Southeast Community Col-
lege (Beatrice); University of  Nebraska 
(Campus Lutheran, Kearney); University 
of  Nebraska (Lutheran Center, Lincoln); 
University of  Nebraska (Omaha – multiple 
campus locations); Wayne State College 
(Wayne) and Western Nebraska Communi-
ty College (Scottsbluff/Gering). 

LOOKING FORWARD: 
June 4th we will have an opportunity to 
contribute to offset the cost of  the St. 

Paul’s Block Party.  It will be held in the 
church parking lot on Friday, August 4, 
2017, from 5 pm – 8 pm.  The church’s grill 
has seen better days and is just limping 
along—we need to replace it as well as 
cover the other costs for the party.  More 
details about the block party will be includ-
ed in the June Sower. 



Sharing Christ’s message to 
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Calendar of Events 

May, 2017 

ST. PAUL’S EVENTS 

Church Council      6:30 p.m.   Mon. 8 
Church Staff Meetings     9:30 a.m.   Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23 
Faith Bible Study      6:30 p.m.   Thur. 18 
Facility Team Meeting     6:30 p.m.   Tue. 2 
Finance Team Meeting    6:30 p.m.   Thur. 4 
Grace Circle       6:30 p.m.      Mon. 22 
Library in the Commons    8:00 a.m.   Sun. 14 
Hope Circle       1:00 p.m.   Thur. 18 
Library Team       9:00 a.m.   Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Love Circle        11:30 a.m.   Wed. 17 
Memorial Committee Meeting   2:00 p.m.   Wed. 17 
Mission Quilter’s      9:00 a.m.   Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22 
Monday Night Quilter’s    6:30 p.m.     Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22 
MOPS         9:00 a.m.   Tue. 2, 16 
Wednesday Morning Book Club  10:00 a.m    Wed. 10 

MEMBER CARE 

Cards in the Family Life Center  12:30 p.m.   Tue. 9, 23 
Exercise Class       8:15 a.m.     Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
          8:15 a.m.     Fri.  5, 12, 19, 26 
Health Ministry Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.   Mon. 1 
Home Communion at Millard Manor    11:00 a.m.   Thur. 4 
Tai Chi                9:00 a.m.    Tue.  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
           9:00 a.m.    Thur. 4, 11, 18, 25 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

Affirmation of Baptism Class/Worship Class 
          7:00 p.m.     Wed. 3, 10 
Affirmation of Baptism Class/Ethics of Jesus 
          9:30 a.m.      Sun. 7, 14 
Bible Study/The Shack     6:30 p.m.   Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Cross & Heart Kids      7:00 p.m.      Wed. 3, 10 
Education Hour       9:30 a.m.   Sun. 7 
3:6Teen        7:00 p.m.   Wed. 3, 10 
Spirit         7:00 p.m.   Wed. 3, 10 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study   11:00 a.m.    Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  10:00 a.m.    Thur. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.      Thur. 4, 11, 18, 25 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Choir for Christ      7:00 p.m.    Wed. 3, 10 
Worship Rehearsal     6:00 p.m.    Wed. 3, 10 
Worship Team Rehearsal    4:30 p.m.     Sat. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Worship Team Rehearsal    8:00 p.m.    Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 

Wed. Evening Meals     5:30 p.m.     Wed.  3, 10 
Mother’s Day         Sun. 14 
Senior Recognition Weekend   20/21 
High School Senior Recognition Reception 
          9:30 a.m.   Sun. 21 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

“Church Chat” Deadline 9:00 a.m.     Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Sower Deadline 5:00 p.m.     Sun. 21 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Wednesday Worship Service   6:30 p.m.   Wed. 3, 10 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Sunday Worship Service     8:30 a.m.     Sun. 7, 14, 21 
          10:45 a.m.   Sun. 7, 14, 21 
          9:30 a.m.   Sun 28 
Nursery        9:15 a.m.   Sun. 7, 14, 21, 28 
          6:15 p.m.   Wed. 3, 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, see the reverse side   



Worship Servants for May, 2017 
May 6—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Anna Stieren, Addie Cain 
Communion-Karla Neemann.  

Vicky Marquardt 
Greeter-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Reader-Vicky Marquardt 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Bill Jaquith, Doug Wallace 
Video-Grant Renken 

 
 

May 7—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Aden Williams,  

Meg Williams 
Cantor-John Schumacher 

Communion-Leanne Frasier, 
Harold Cowan, Ginny Janis 

Greeters-Sally Runge, Patrick Runge 
Hospitality-Marv & Corinne Wastell 

Reader-John Schumacher 
Sound-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Bill Averman 

Video-Talik Runge 
 
 

May 7—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Will Woehler, Mia Wolf 

Communion-Anne Wendt, 
 Leslie Nelson, Serena Nelson, 

Phil & Barb Hough, 
Jerry & Naomi Warner 

Greeters-Chris & Teri Cain 
Hospitality-John & Sue Reno 

Reader-Barb Hough 
Sound-Randy Mayer 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, John Keim 
Cory Juma, Dustin Cox 
Video-Piper Oberdin 

 
 

May 13—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Jacob Sauer,  
Savannah Woodworth 
Greeter-Mary Holland 
Reader-Youth Reader 

Sound-Jim Rames 
Ushers-Denny Verdick, Dave Smith 

Video-Melany Smith 

May 14—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 

Canter-Janet Henthorn 
Greeters-Bill & Deb Kistler 
Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Reader-Youth Reader 
Sound-Jim Nissen 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
Bill Averman 

Video-Trenel Runge 
 
 

May 14—10:45 a.m. 
Acolytes-Meg Williams,  

Aden Williams 
Greeters-Phil & Barb Hough, 

Jerry & Naomi Warner 
Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Reader-Youth Reader 

Sound-Bill Koile 
Ushers-Scott Custard, Cory Juma 
Gary McDonald, Jeff Hohenstein 

Video-Gabe Saighman 
 
 

May 20—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Meg Williams,  

Aden Williams 
Communion-As Assigned 
Greeters-Pat Whitham 
Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, Bill Jaquith 
Video-Aden Williams 

 
 

May 21—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Will Woehler 

Cantor-Kristin Ronnenkamp 
Communion-As Assigned 

Greeters-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 
Hospitality-Nancy Steil 
Reader-Ginger Hansen 
Sound-John Snowdon 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
Bill Averman 

Video-Tyler Vokoun 
 
 

May 21—10:45 a.m. 

Acolytes-As Assigned 
Communion-As Assigned 

Greeters-Tony & Judy Gray, 
Jay & Sue Schroeder 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 
Reader-Larry Bartels 
Sound-Doug Rothgeb 

Ushers-Alex Williams, John Bourne, 
Dustin Cox, Scott Custard 

Video-John vonDohren 
 
 

May 27—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-As Assigned 

Greeter-Vicky Marquardt 
Reader-Carolyn Badtke 

Sound-As Assigned 
Ushers-Todd Whitham, Dave Smith 

Video-As Assigned 
 
 

May 28—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Ally DeSordi, Ethan Wilson 

Greeters-Nancy Steil,  
Gloria Jorgensen 

Hospitality- 
Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Reader-Sally Runge 
Sound-As Assigned 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Bill Averman, Jay Schroeder 

Video-As Assigned 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  


