
2018 has not been a great year, 
so far.  The weather has been 
terrible, the loss of staff, the loss 
of moms, trauma, drama, Lent 
and, well, you get the picture.  
Even as people of God, followers 
of Christ, we get down and can 
focus on the nega ve.  Clearly 
there are reasons for this. 

To be happy all the me is a goal 
una ainable.  Eternal happiness 
and joy will be in heaven, but 
here we have some low mes, 
intermingled with those high-
lights of life.  A er winter comes 
spring (we hope), a er Lent 
comes Easter (we know) and 
a er loss comes victory (we 
trust).  

In the midst of all the drama and 
trauma, we need to be reminded 
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Pastor’s Logos (word):  
We Hope, We Know, We Trust 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

many folks with gi s to share and 
faith to go the distance. 

When all seems lost, when life’s 

about what we have, in, with and 
through God’s love for us in Jesus 
Christ.  In all of these struggles, 
God’s Spirit comes and tells us, 
that we do all of this together as 
God’s people.  We are a commu-
nity of faith, we bear one an-
other’s burdens, we share in the 
joys and sorrows, and we are so 
much stronger together than we 
are apart. 

I know that the first four months 
of 2018 have made being a peo-
ple of hope, a bit challenging, I 
might have understated that.  
However, our future is not ed 
down to the past.  We learn, we 
grow and we move forward.  St. 
Paul’s has much to be grateful for 
and as a community of faith we 
are very fortunate to have so 
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Would you like to get involved at St. Paul’s? We are always looking for 
volunteers to help lead worship!  If you are interested in serving as an 
usher, reader, greeter, communion assistant, or would like to be 
part of the contemporary Worship Team, please contact Erin at 
erodgers@splcomaha.org. You can also call Jan in the church office (402
-895-3366 or email her at jlundgren@splcomaha.org.  

Pastor’s Logos   
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

cares overwhelm us and we feel 
quite abandoned, God speaks to 
us.  The voice might sound like a 
family member, a friend or neigh-
bor, even a stranger or maybe a 
situa on.  God says, I am with 
you, my love for you will never be 
taken back, hold fast, keep the 
faith, do not turn away, and 
move forward.   I have a des na-

on for you, says the Lord.  I have 
a journey for you to take, I have a 
mission that needs you and my 
Spirit will guide you. 

God will con nue to speak to us 
both individually and as a com-
munity of faith.  Some mes it is 
difficult for us to hear, because 
there is so much life noise or, 
maybe we cover our ears in fear.   

The weather will get warmer, the 
snow will not last forever.  Things 
will change, we hope for the 
be er.  But no ma er what, God 
is with us.  No ma er what, God 
will provide for what we need 
and no ma er what, we will al-
ways be God’s people.  Amen!   

Pastor Paul 

Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at 
erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402‐895‐3366 

Worship 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace. And 
be thankful.  Let the message of Christ dwell among 
you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit, singing to God with gra tude in your 
hearts.  

Colossians 3:15-16 

Gradua on 
Milestone  
On May 6th at the 
10:30 service we 
will be celebra ng 
our gradua ng Sen-
iors.  The Endow-
ment Commi ee 
will also present 
scholarship grants 
at this me. 

 

Summer Worship 
Schedule  
As we near the end of the 
school year, we get closer to 
the summer worship schedule. 
Beginning May 27th, we will 
move to a single 9:30 a.m. ser-
vice on Sunday mornings; Satur-
day worship will remain at 5:30 
p.m. Midweek services will con-

nue throughout the summer; 
join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m.! 
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The Legacy Windows 
Over the centuries, 
churches throughout 
the world have used 

stained glass windows as focal 
points above the altar, as memo-
rial presenta ons in new build-
ings and as aesthe c pieces to 
complete architectural designs. 
All of these uses are valid and 
pleasing to those who worship 
and visit in such churches; how-
ever, the true reason for stained 
glass ar stry has been lost over 
the passage of me. Early Chris-

ans were, for the most part, illit-
erate. Reading was a skill re-
served for scholars, theologians 
and members of the privileged 
class. In order for stories of faith 
and the stories of the Bible to be 
told, ar sans were commissioned 
to create pictures out of glass 
which did, indeed, adorn the 
churches, but also gave the wor-
shipers visual images of the sto-
ries they were unable to read.  

O 

he adage “a picture is 
worth a thousand 
words” held true in 

the life of the early church. Those 
pictures taught believers the 
wonderful lessons of Bible history 
and of the Gospels. We are 
blessed to be able to take in the 
beauty of such masterpieces to 
this very day. The precious mes-
sages they bring have come even 
to us at S. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
of Millard. Our beau ful stained 
glass windows, which adorn our 
sanctuary and commons area, 
were dedicated in 2006.  We give 
thanks for the generous gi s 

T 

which made them possible; for 
the lives of those in whose 
memory and honor the windows 
were dedicated, and above all, to 
our gracious God whose love 
gives us the Good News these 
windows proclaim.  We pray that 
we may con nue to take the 
message of the Word told in art 
with us throughout our lives, and 
that these special windows will 
“speak” of God’s love and mercy 
to all who see them. 

eginning with this is-
sue of The Connec on, 
we will be featuring a 

few of the windows and what 
they represent and  to whom 
they were dedicated.  If you are 
new to St. Paul’s, we hope you 
enjoy the story.  For those that 
were here for their original dedi-
ca on, we hope you enjoy the 
reminder of what they represent. 
A legacy of faith, hope and love.  

B 

Sanctuary Window                                   The Ascension 
Dedicated to God’s Glory! By Willis & Dolores Armbrust and Family 

Luke 24:50-53 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, li ing up his 
hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from 
them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were con nually in the 
temple blessing God. 

Let us be reminded that Jesus lives and reigns with the Father NOW and 
forever. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 
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The Legacy Windows CONTINUED 

Alpha and Omega 
Dedicated to the memory of Dore a J. Raymond 

Revela on 22:13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
first and the last, the beginning and the end. 

Our lives can make sense in the knowledge that the 
God who was there in the beginning, will be there for 
us now and in all the days to come. 

Window One 

The Hand of the Father in Blessing 
Dedicated to the memory of Dale D. Kuhlmann 

And in honor of The L.E. “Whitey” Sieckmann Family 

Numbers 6:24-26 The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the Lord li  up his countenance up‐
on you, and give you peace. 

Believers can rest in the security that the God who 
commands wind and wave, who builds mountains and 
puts the stars in the heavens, loves more tenderly 
than any earthly father cares for his own children. 

Window Two    

Look for more on the Legacy Windows to come in future issues. 

e pray that these windows will not only be illustra ons of the scripture passages which inspired 
their crea on, but that they will then inspire all who see them to find hope and promise and guid-
ance in the truth of their messages. W 
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A Member’s Perspective: 
Set Your Best Table 
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

Recently the Women of the ELCA 
of St. Paul’s celebrated the ele-
gant ways we “set the table” for 
family and special guests. With 
Mother’s Day approaching, I 
thought we might consider the 
way meals are shared and the 
effort we o en put into the prep-
ara on whether it be by mothers 
or for mothers. The idea of shar-
ing meals got me to thinking 
about the mes we read in scrip-
tures of Jesus being present at 
meal me.  We’ve heard about 
the feeding of the 5,000. Think 
about it, we plan and shop and 
prepare for days ahead. So Jesus 
is essen ally the host of 5,000 
who have come to hear him 
preach, and He hasn’t planned a 
thing.  Jesus gets a bit of help 
from a li le boy who has 5 li le 
barley loaves and 2 fish.  From 
that meager offering, Jesus is 
able to feed the mul tude, and 
the disciples collect 12 baskets of 
le overs!  

There wasn’t always a mul tude, 
and those He ate with were not 
always people we might chose to 
invite.  In Mark 2 He ate with Levi 
the tax collector and according to 
the wri ng, ”many other sin-
ners”.  Jesus was cri cized for 
keeping such company, but re-
minded his cri cs that he came 
to call sinners who need to re-
pent.  From that meal he called 
Levi whom we might be er know 
as Ma hew, one of the 12 disci-
ples. Then there was s ll another 
tax collector all Sunday school 
kids know as Zacchaeus.  Re-

member, being too small to see 
above the crowd he climbed up 
in a tree and Jesus said, “Come 
down!” Then what did He say? 
“I’m going to your house today.” 
Talk about Guess who’s coming 
to dinner! 

Then of course, there was the 
wedding feast at Cana, and the 
Last Supper, a meal believers and 
non believers alike recognize be-
cause of the Davinci pain ng. 
Chris ans con nue to share the 
Last Supper in the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.  

It is a special blessing to read of 
the meals Jesus shared a er the 
resurrec on.  In Luke, He’s walk-
ing the road to Emmaus. Some 
travelers share what they had 
heard about the crucifixion and 
how the friends of Jesus found 
the tomb empty. They tell how 
let down they are because He is 
gone. They invite this man to 
spend the night, and it is at sup-
per when He breaks bread and 
blesses it that they realize who 
He really is.  

Some of my favorite Bible stories 
are about the sea and fishing. 
One is a par cular story directly 
from John 21:1-14, again this is a 
post resurrec on story! The disci-
ples had been out fishing all night 
with no luck. Jesus tells them to 
go out again.  This me they can 
hardly handle their nets, they are 
so filled with fish. They come on 
shore to a charcoal fire, ready to 
cook the ”catch of the day”. Jesus 
not only shares this meal, He 

cooks for them! Think of it! 

My grandmother was a pastor’s 
wife in the old Danish synod. It 
stretched from coast to coast, 
but was truly like a family. When I 
was li le she would remind us 
that we had to prac ce good 
manners because” you never 
know when the Bishop might 
come”. Well, she was actually 
serious because the Bishop o en 
did come.    

Today we can remind ourselves 
in the same way. We should 

Karen Hansen’s  Danish Lily table  was 
set in tradi onal Danish blue and her 
china pa ern is Bing and Grondahl’s fa‐
mous Lily of the Valley which she was 
able to purchase while vaca oning in 
Copenhagen, using money earned from 
teaching Kindergarten in a US Army 
school in Italy. Note the pain ng in the 
background. It was an art school appren‐

ce project of her Danish grandfather, 
Rev. R. Staby when he was studying in 
Europe.  He served for 50 years as a pas‐
tor in the UELC, the old Danish synod, 
one of the ancestors of our ELCA. 

See the ar cle on page 4 for more pic‐
tures from the Spring Luncheon. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Naomi Warner’s table theme was Desert 
Rose, and was set with the Franciscan 
hand‐painted embossed dinnerware of 
the same name that was a wedding pre‐
sent from her mother 49 years ago.   

A Mother’s Day Tribute by Norman Rock‐
well was Ginger Hansen’s table theme.  
The table was set with a collec on of  
Mother’s Day plates that were given to 
her annually by her three daughters.   

Sid Rames’ Birds of a Feather Flock To‐
gether theme was based on her class‐
room which she called “Rames’ Roost”.  
Every year she would accept a new 
“flock” of students to nurture and then 
watch them take flight at the end of the 
year.  To keep with the school theme, her 
table was set with school lunch trays and 
her table runner was made with fabric 
with that had #2 Pencils printed on it. 

The “We Love Teachers” table was put 
together by Fran Wi , Jill Chleborad and 
Jodie DeSordi.  The table was a tribute 
and thank you to all teachers. 

The Table is Set 
St. Paul’s 2018 Spring Luncheon 

St. Paul’s 2018 Spring  Luncheon 
was held on Saturday, April 14.  
The event was sponsored by St. 
Paul’s Women of the ELCA 
(WELCA).  Tables were decorated 
by members of the church and 
the men served the luncheon and 
helped with the clean up. 

Cobalt blue glass dishes created between 
1934 and 1942 by Hazel Atlas Glassware 
were called Moderntone “Wedding 
Band” and appealed to Ina Averman for 
her theme table “Memories”.  She was 
drawn to the dishes mainly because blue 
is her favorite color.  A collec on of art 
deco style perfume bo les served as the 
centerpiece and was collected by and in 
memory of her late sister‐in‐law, Sally 
Averman DeBoer.  Ina and Sally enjoyed 
many “search and seek” trips feeding 
their habit! 

Let’s celebrate a new Husker Football 
Season with another table by Naomi 
Warner using the modern Woven Tradi‐

on Longaberger po ery.  The square 
plates feature the dis nct basket weave 
design around the edge.  A perfect way 
to highlight Nebraska’s scarlet & cream 
colors with a touch of “Black Shirts” pow‐
er for a fun tail gate party to start the fall 
season in style.          GO  BIG  RED!!! 
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Vaca on Bible School 
July 9-12 
We're living in God's Time! 
Mark your calendars now and 
plan to a end Vaca on Bible 
School this summer July 9-12, 
2018 from 6-8:30 pm. 3-year-
olds through 5th graders are 
welcome to a end. Youth and 
adult volunteers are needed. 

 
Our theme verse comes from 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 which says: 

"There is a me for everything, 
and a season for every ac vity 
under the heavens."  

Small Groups at  
St. Paul’s 
Small Groups met weekly during 
Lent.  There were 11 groups that 
ranged in size from 3-14 people.  
Using the “Taking Faith Home” 
inserts from the bulle n, they 
discussed the week’s Bible verses 
and themes and how those relat-
ed to their personal lives.  The 
groups enjoyed ge ng to know 
one another and growing closer 
to Christ!  

Many of these groups con nue 
to meet—most on a monthly ba-
sis.  They get together in various 
ways, such as con nued Bible 
study, fellowship, social events, 
and sharing meals.  If you would 
like to get involved in a small 
group, please contact Susie 
S eren @ 402-880-3125. 

 

TheoLOCAL - 6:30pm 
First and Third Mondays of each month  

We would love to see you on 1st and 3rd Mondays at 6:30pm at The 
Local Beer, Pa o and Kitchen in Millard. TheoLocal is an opportunity 
for theological conversa on over dinner and a beverage of your 
choice with friends from St. Paul's.  

prac ce not only good manners 
but more importantly, service 
and compassion and witness to 
our Lord’s love as we share a 
meal in His name.  We set our 
best tables for our guests. As we 
do, let us ask our most special 
guest to join us with the prayer 

A Member’s Perspective 
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 3 

Connie Park’s Spring! Spring! Spring! 
theme was set with Lennox Bellaire china 
with so  pinks on an ecru background 
and placed on a ruffled straw placemat 
over a so  green tablecloth.  She includ‐
ed whimsical, collec ble hand painted 
eggs placed around a coffee server  that 
was filled with fresh flowers. 

JoAnn Thompson’s connec on between 
God and her love for chocolate started in 
Kansas City with a small group of church 
friends.  They called themselves CEW 
(Chocolate Ea ng Women).  They shared 
not only chocolate and wine, but also 
their faith.  Her table, Chocolate Lover, 
featured chocolate colored dishes that 
were given to her by her daughter‐in‐law. 

The Table is Set CONTINUED 

so many of us grew up saying. 
“Come, Lord Jesus. Be our Guest 
and let these gi s for us be 
blessed.  Amen!”  

Happy Mothers Day with Love 
and Blessings,  

Karen Hansen 



Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Forma on.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

 

Faith Formation 

The Bible  Milestone Class prac ces their 
gree ng skills. 
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On April 4th, SPIRIT and AOB kids competed in a food bank scavenger hunt!  They went 
out to nearby neighborhoods and collected food for the St. Paul’s food bank and for oth‐
er Omaha food banks.  They did an amazing job and were able to collect almost 5 boxes 
full of food in such a short amount of me!   

Bible Milestone Class 

Bible Milestone classes were held 
on April 8th and 15th.  Thirty stu-
dents and parents gathered to 
learn about their new, chapter 
and verse Bibles. Together the 
group prac ced looking up vers-
es, learned mo ons to help them 
remember the books of the Bible, 

Don’t forget to register for 

VBS at www.splcomaha.org/

vbsregistra on and let 

Emily know if you’re will-

ing to volunteer in any 

capacity! 

Childrens’ Classes 
End in May 
Sunday School will end for this 
school year on May 6. Cross and 
Heart Kids will end on May 9 with 
a Cross+Genera onal Trivia 
Night. Everyone is invited to 
gather for this fun me. Meet in 
the Family Life Center at 7 pm.  

and received ideas for con nuing 
to read their Bibles at home. Stu-
dents also served as ushers and 
scripture readers at the April 15th 
services.  

Faith Formation CONTINUED 



There will be a recep on for 
family, friends and the con-
grega on in the Family Life 
Center at 9:30 and the sen-
iors will be recognized at the 
10:30 service.  In the com-
mons there will be bags and 
Bibles for each of the sen-
iors.  Please highlight favor-
ite verses, write words of en-
couragement and prayers in 
the Bibles and leave cards or 
gi s in the bags for the sen-
iors in the next couple of 
weeks!   

Congratula ons  
Class of 2018!! 

Please join us on May 6th to celebrate the gradua ng seniors 
from St. Paul's!  Our gradua ng seniors include: 

  Tyler Loock 
Tyler Manzer 

Ethan Peterson 
Noah Pierson 

Jason Rademacher 
Haley Renken 
Nate Richards 

Ma hew Rothgeb 
Sergio Smith 
Jared Urbach 

Mackenzie Abendroth 
Max Aden 

Chase Anderson 
Anna DeSordi 

Kassie Gibbons 
Natalie Hall  

Zach Hill  
Tyler Jacobsen  

Jamie Jensen 
Caleb Kreun 
Josh Kunkel 

Class of 2018 
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Faith Formation CONTINUED 

Alexis Kay Trujillo 

Daughter of  
Quen n and Jennifer Trujillo 

Maxwell Douglas Beccard 

Son of  
Nicholas and Ashley Beccard

Houston Independent School District es mates that 74% of the students 
in the district come from families who struggle to provide books for 
their children. We're collec ng books to donate as an offering at the 
Houston Gathering. The books must be new or gently used. Thank you 
for your dona on!   

 Bad Ki y (Series) by Nick Bruel
 Elephant and Piggie (Series) by Mo Willems
 Frog and Toad (Series) by Arnold Lobel
 It's Shoe Time by Mo Willems and Brian Collier
 Li le Bear (Series) by Elsa Holmelund Minarik
 Mercy Watson (Series) by Kate DiCamillo
 Amulet (Series) by Kazu Kibuisji
 El Deafo by Cece Bell • Ghost by Raina Telgameier
 Mighty Jack by Ben Hatke
 Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson
 Secret Coders (Series) by Gene Luen Yang
 Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson
 Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Series) by Jeff Kinney
 Dog Man (Series) by Dav Pilkey
 Dragon Masters (Series) by Tracey West
 Eerie Elementary (Series) by Jack Chabert
 Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
 Frank Einstein (Series) by Jon Scieszka
 Ghost by Jason Reynolds
 I Survived (Series) by Lauren Tarshis
 Laura Line by Crystal Allen

Our partners at the Houston Independent School District iden fied the following books 
for Gathering par cipants to bring to Houston.  

 Ma lda by Ronald Dahl
 Nerds, Book 1: Na onal Espionage, Recue, and Defense

Society by Michael Buckley  
 One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate
 One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams Garcia
 Origami Yoda (Series) by Tom Angleberger
 Some Kind of Courage by Dan Gemeinhart
 The Cross Over by Kwame Alexander
 The Lions of Li le Rock by Kris n Levine
 The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes
 Wonder by Raquel Palacio
 Creepy Pair of Underwear by Aaron Reynolds
 Dragons Love Tacos by Adam Rubin
 Last Stop on Market Street by Ma  de la Pena
 Mango, Abuela and Me by Meg Medina
 Mar na and the Beau ful Cockroach: A Cuban Folktale by

Carmen Agra Deedy  
 Pete the Cat (Series) by James Dean
 The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt
 Why Am I Me by Paige Bri

Please only bring the books that are listed above. All books 
must be new or gently used.  
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Women of the ELCA 
Karen Hansen is President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA. Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402‐616‐1178 

 The month of May , WELCA con nues to gather items for Lutheran World Relief Health 
Kits: bath size towels (dark color, approximately 52 x 27), metal nail clippers, 1 adult-size 
tooth brush (in a package), sturdy combs, bath size soap bars (in original package).  These 
items may be le  in the wooden box by the southwest entrance.  This is a great way for all 
genera ons to help with the health kits.   

The women of the ELCA money in ac on at St Paul’s recently contributed $500 toward 
the emergency purchase of a new freezer for St. Paul’s kitchen.  

Saying Farewell to Pastor Sarah 
A Farewell Reception was held 
for Pastor Sarah on April 8th, fol-
lowing the 10:30 service.  Many 
members of the congregation 
took time to thank Pastor Sarah 
for her ministry with us and to 
wish her well as she and Randy 
journey on from here. 

At this time, there are no plans to 
form a Call Committee to seek 
another Associate Pastor.  St. 
Paul’s will take some time to re-
flect on where we are and make a 
strategic plan for the future. 

We have been blessed by Pastor 
Sarah’s ministry and pray for 
God’s blessings and peace on her 
and on St. Paul’s as we move for-
ward! 
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Stewardship 
Our Future, Our Faith, Our me 
BY  MEGAN  MOSLANDER 

Megan Moslander is Director of Stewardship & Development.   Contact Megan at mmoslander@splcomaha.org 

On Sunday, April 15th, St. Paul’s 
Stewardship Commi ee hosted a 
potluck to kick off the yearlong 
mortgage reduc on campaign 
“Our Future, Our Faith, Our 
Time.”  The potluck provided the 
opportunity for the commi ee 
comprised of: Pastor Paul Coen, 
Megan Moslander, Barb Hough, 
Stephanie Wilson, Tom Wilson, 
Marvin Wastell and Alex Williams 
to discuss the theme, the me-
line, reasons behind the cam-
paign and also unveil the leader-
ship gi .  

Currently, we have a li le over 
$53,000 in reserve and mortgage 
debt of over $3 million dollars. 
This is not a safe financial place 
for the church. For this reason, 
with the Council’s blessing, we 
have set the goal of $1 million 
dollars.   With this campaign 2/3 
of the monies raised will go di-
rectly to the reduc on of the 
mortgage and 1/3 will go towards 
the reserve fund. As of April 22, 
we have received 34 pledges or 
gi s for $375,700!  Thank you to 

everyone who has made a contri-
bu on to the campaign.  

Please know this campaign just 
isn’t about what is happening at 
St. Paul’s today, but what will 
happen at St. Paul’s tomorrow, 
next year and in the next ten, 
twenty, thirty and even one hun-
dred years. Each thing we do to-
day as a church will have an im-
pact for future genera ons, each 
dollar we give, each prayer we 
say…everything makes a differ-
ence. You make a difference.  
However, in the year, we have 
the ability to make a huge impact 
on the future of St. Paul’s as we 
work towards reaching our cam-
paign goal of $1 million dollars. 
We hope that you will join us in 
this opportunity and consider 
making a gi  to “Our Future, Our 
Faith, Our Time.”   

If you have any ques ons or 
thoughts about the campaign, or 

did not receive your campaign 
mailing, please contact Me-
gan Moslander, Director of 
Stewardship and Develop-
ment at 402-669-0061 or 
mmoslander@splcomaha.org or 
reach out to any member of the 
commi ee.  You may also down-
load the informa on on the web-
site: h p://www.splcomaha.org/
stewardship. Extra pledge forms 
and campaign case statements 
can also be found outside the 
church office. For updated cam-
paign totals, check the Sunday 
bulle n under the stewardship 
thought of the week.  

Always great food at a Lutheran Pot 
Luck, just add fried chicken, baked beans 
and lots of conversa on! 

All genera ons were present! 

BINGO?  Bingo with strangers?  Now I’m 
really out of my Lutheran comfort zone! 
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“Come Sunday” rated PG on 
Ne lix’s.  This is a very good film 
about a true story of an African 
American preacher who is incred-
ibly successful working for Oral 
Roberts.  But he has a revela on 
that he believes came from God 
and it is that God wishes to save 
everyone, not just those who be-
lieve themselves righteous and 
holy.  When he proclaims that 
God showed him this, he has a 
crisis of faith and he is eventually 
kicked out of the church.  For me, 
this movie has a happy ending.  
No, he doesn’t become Lutheran, 
but he is ge ng there!  A er you 
watch this move, we really 
should talk about it.   

Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

From the St. Paul’s Library 
 

“Downsizing” rated R, on DVD 
and Blue Ray.  This movie had a 
very interes ng premise that you 
really didn’t get un l the very last 
scene of the movie, which means 
it was slow to watch and not very 
engaging.  Alexander Payne an 
Omaha na ve gave a lot of shout 
outs to Omaha and they kept me 
interested, some mes.  This film 
makes the point at the very end 
that it is the small acts of kind-
ness, the li le acts of care and 
love that make us human.  Con-
sidering that the movie is about 
shrinking people down to 5 inch-
es tall and the financial benefits 
of this as well as an end of the 
world scenario, is well, too much 
in such a small package of a film.  
A er you watch this movie, if you 
do, we should talk.  

“Unforgo en” rated PG-13 on 
PBS, A crime unit in London Eng-
land, inves gates the discovery 
of the body of a young man killed 
over 40 years ago.  This young 
man’s murder connects the lives 
of a group of people who were 
part of a group home in the 70s 
and what their lives are like now 
and how this murder inves ga-

on is changing all of them.  Oh, 
the wicked web we weave to pro-
tect ourselves from the truth.  
This series is well wri en, well-
acted and quite engaging, you 
will have to go back to previous 
episodes on PBS on Demand, but 
it will be worth it.   A er you 
watch some of the episodes, we 
should talk.   

A Good Read 
FROM THE BOOK CLUB 

May’s reading selec on is about an important person from Nebraska.  Titled A Warrior of the 
People, this biography by Joe Starita recounts the life of Susan La Flesche, the first Na ve Ameri-
can doctor.  Her family was from the Omaha Na on and she overcame racial, cultural and gen-
der biases to become a physician to 1,244 pa ents sca ered over 1,350 square miles.  The hospital she built 
s ll exists in Nebraska.  Mary Pipher, the bestselling author of Reviving Ophelia, stated “Starita has assured her 
a prominent place in American history.  Our ci zens will remember her the way we remember Eleanor Roose‐
velt, Helen Keller, Mother Jones, and Rosa Parks.” Please join us for a discussion about the book and Dr. 
LaFlesche on Wednesday, May 9 at 10:00 in the church library. 
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Council Highlights: 
God Guides us with Wisdom
Submi ed this month by Susie S eren, Council President 

St. Paul’s Church Council met on 
Monday, April 9.  Our focus is to 
keep the church moving forward 
and to turn challenges into op-
portuni es for growth. Our devo-

on this month centered on 
God’s plan for our future.  As Isai-
ah 43:18-19 says, “Forget the for‐
mer things; do not dwell on the 
past.  See I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not per‐
ceive it? I am making a way in the 
desert and streams in the waste‐
land.”  Pastor Paul shared his vi-
sion for the coming months and 
stressed the importance of rela-

onships between people and 
genera ons here in our congre-
ga on. We also discussed devel-
oping a strategic plan for our 
church to guide us as we make 
plans for ministry over the sum-
mer months.  The staff and coun-
cil will set a date and me for this 
in the near future.  We ask for 
your prayers that God will guide 

us with His wisdom in this pro-
cess! 

Ministry Reports were heard and 
discussed. Highlights include: 

 The Stewardship Commi ee’s
plans for the Our Future. Our 
Faith. Our Time. Debt Reduc on 
Campaign Kick-off. The council 
is in support of this campaign, 
and we ask that each member 
prayerfully consider giving as 
much as possible to help pay 
down the mortgage debt so 
that our focus can once again 
be on ministry instead of on 
the “anchor” of debt weighing 
us down. The council voted 
that two thirds of monies re-
ceived for the Capital Cam-
paign will immediately go to 
Thrivent for debt reduc on 
and the remaining one third to 
reserves, due to the im-
portance of saving interest dol-
lars as soon as possible 

The Second Mile
Walk the Extra Mile in Stewardship 

St. Paul’s Council 
 Susie S eren, President 

Teresa Campbell, Vice President 
Sco  Custard, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 
Dan Abendroth 
Don Anderson 
Bob Mennenga 

In May our second mile offering 
will be given to our ministry of 
MOPS.  Our church is fortunate 
to have a chapter of the Mothers 
of Preschoolers (MOPS) organiza-

on meet twice a month on the 
first and third Tuesday in the 
church library from 9:30 to 11:30 
in the church library.  Child care 
is provided while mothers meet 
and support each other through 
sharing, caring and learning 

through debt reduc on.   

 Now that Pastor Paul is our on-
ly pastor, we will need guest 
pastors to help cover when he 
is sick or on vaca on.  This will 
cost an average of $250 per 
month, which will come from 
the money originally budgeted 
for Pastor Sarah’s salary. 

 The Council has approved Emi-
ly Dalen to the new posi on of 
Director of Faith Forma on. 
Emily will oversee ministry for 
all of our kids, birth – high 
school, including cross-
genera onal and family minis-
try! 

 An Evangelism Commi ee has
been formed.  Watch for more in-
forma on to come. 

 A Security Policy is being dra -
ed by our Security Task Force 
in conjunc on with an informa-

onal event which was held at 
our church on April 14. The 
Task Force is led by Sco  Cus-
tard.  

One item to note:  Four new 
council members will be elected 
at our Semi-Annual mee ng in 
June.  The Nomina ng Commi ee 
will be mee ng soon to choose 
members to be on the ballot.  If 
you are interested in serving, 
please contact Pastor Paul. 

Thank you for your prayers and
support of our Church Council!about the joys and challenges of 

paren ng.  They meet during the 
school year September to May 
and encourage mothers to join 
with them for breakfast, socializ-
ing, inspira on and informa ve 
speakers. 

In April, $259.81 was collected to 
support Lutheran World Relief.  
Thank for your generous support 
of these ministries. 
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The St. Paul’s Connec on 
is a publica on of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402-895-3366 
Publica on deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Ar cles/photos/sugges ons may 
be submi ed to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
h ps://twi er.com/splcomaha 

h ps://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
h ps://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

Did you know that you can support St. Paul's Lutheran Church through 
Amazon Smile?  Go to www.smile.amazon.com and search for St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church Millard or just look under Millard, NE and the 
church will pop up, select it as your charity of choice and as long as 
you are shopping under the www.smile.amazon.com web-site, a per-
centage of your Amazon purchases will support our church! 



Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Calendar of Events 

May 2018 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 

Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m. Mon. 14 
Church Staff Meetings  9:30 a.m. Tue. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Facility Team Meeting  6:30 p.m. Tue. 1 
Faith Bible Study   6:30 p.m. Thur. 17 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m. Thur. 3 
Grace Circle  6:30 p.m. Mon. 28 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m. Sun. 13 
Hope Circle  1:00 p.m. Thur. 17 
Library Team Meeting  9:30 a.m.  Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Love Circle  11:30 a.m. Wed. 16 
Memorial Committee Meeting  2:00 p.m.  Wed. 16 
Mission Quilters   9:00 a.m.  Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Monday Night Quilters  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 
MOPS   9:00 a.m.  Tue. 1, 15 

MEMBER CARE 

Cards in the Commons 12:30 p.m. Tue. 8, 22 
Exercise Class    8:15 a.m.  Mon. 9, 16, 23, 30 

 8:15 a.m.  Fri.  6, 13, 20, 27 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 9 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thur. 5 
Tai Chi         9:00 a.m.  Tue.  3, 10, 17, 24 

 9:00 a.m.  Thur. 5, 12, 19, 26 

EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

AOB/10Commandments  7:00 p.m.   Wed. 2 
Cross & Heart Kids  7:00 p.m.   Wed. 2 
Cross+generational Event  7:00 p.m.   Wed. 9 
Education Hour  9:30 a.m.   Sun. 6 
Spirit  7:00 p.m.   Wed. 2 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study 11:00 a.m. Tue. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 10:00 a.m. Thur. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Son of David Bible Study   6:30 p.m.  Tue. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Early Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.  Thur. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Wednesday Morning Book Club 10:00 a.m.  Wed. 9 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Choir for Christ   7:00 p.m.  Wed. 2, 9 
Worship Team Rehearsal  4:30 p.m.  Sat. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Worship Team Rehearsal  8:00 p.m.  Wed. 2, 9 

7:00 P.M.   Wed. 16,  23, 30 

SPECIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS 

Community Meal  9:00 a.m.    Sat. 7 
Houston Gathering Fun Night 6:30 p.m.    Sun. 6 
Library in the Commons  8:30 a.m.    Sun. 13 
Senior Sunday Reception  9:30 a.m.    Sun. 6 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Mon. 21 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Wednesday Worship Service  6:30 p.m.  Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Saturday Evening Worship Service  5:30 p.m.  Sat. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sunday Worship Service  8:30 a.m.  Sun 6, 13, 20 

10:30 a.m. Sun 6, 13, 20 
 9:30 a.m.  Sun. 27 

Nursery 9:30 a.m.    Sun. 6, 13, 20, 27 



May 5—5:30 9.m. 
Acolytes—Cole Renken, Cami Renken 

Communion—Vicky Marquardt 
Judy Petersen, Karla Neemann 

Greeter—Judy Petersen 
Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Jodi DeSordi 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—Bill Koile 
Usher—Dave Smith, Denny Verdick 

May 6—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer 

Cantor-Erin Rodgers 
Communion—Bill & Ina Averman 

Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 
Greeter—Bill & Ina Averman 
Hospitality-Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-Schommer Family 
Reader-Joel Christensen 

Video—As Assigned 
Audio—John Snowden 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 
Bill Averman 

May 6—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 

Communion—Doug & Bev Renken, 
Jay & Sue Schroeder, Jane Coen 

Phil & Barb Hough, Cathy Bourne 
Greeter—Chris & Teri Cain, 

Doug & Bev Renken 
Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Prayers– As Assigned 
Reader-Barb Hough 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—Doug Rothgeb 
Usher—Jeff Hohenstein, John Bourne 

John Keim, Brock Flowers 

May 12—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Ally DeSordi 

Greeter—Sid Rames 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Vicky Marquardt 
Video—Jeanette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Denny Verdick, Gary Norenberg 

May 13—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 

Cantor-Kristin Ronnenkamp 
Greeter—Marvin & Corinne Wastell 
Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Allen Darell 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—John Snowdon 
Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 

Bill Averman 

May 13—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Tori Karloff 

Greeter—Jim & Mary Jo Larson 
Steve & Amy Oberdin 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 
Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Marc Hoyer 
Video—As Assigned 
Audio—Bryan Kreun 

Usher—Gary McDonald, Jeff Hohenstein 
Scott Custard, Cory Juma 

May 19—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Laci Abendroth, Alex Karloff 

Communion—Bev Steinbaugh, 
Jim MacDonald, Marie Witthoft 

Greeter—Keith Simmons 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Marie Witthoft 
Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—Todd Whitham, Bill Jaquith 

May 20—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer 
Cantor-John Schumacher 

Communion—Barb Saighman, 
Darlene Stine, Steve & Nancy Steil 

Greeter—Fran Witt 
Hospitality-Steve & Nancy Steil 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Karen Hansen 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—John Snowdon 
Usher—Bill Averman, John Kuehl, 

Norm Bensinger 

May 20—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 

Communion—Lynda Nicholson, Jan Wilson, 
Jerry & Naomi Warner, Cathy Bourne 

Maia Young, Ardis McDonald, Ted Luedke 
Greeter—Donna Lesley, Sharla Fitzgerald 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 
Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Ted Luedke 
Video—As Assigned 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Alex Williams, Scott Custard, 
Gary McDonald, John Bourne 

May 26—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Greeter—Bev Steinbaugh 
Prayers—As Assigned 
Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—Willie Bauman 
Usher—Gary Norenberg, Bill Jaquith 

May 27—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer 

Greeter—The Querry Family 
Cathy Bourne 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 
Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Bill Averman 
Video—Linda Kuehl 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—Ted Luedke, Norm Bensinger, 
John Keim, Cory Juma 

Worship Servants for May, 2018 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then 
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


