
A Member’s Perspective 2 

Worship 3 

WELCA News 3 

May Events 4-5 

Graduation Milestone 6-8 

Faith Formation 9-10 

Pastor Paul’s Reviews 11 

Pastor’s Sabbatical 11 

Second Mile 12 

ShelbyNext 12 

Library News 13 

Faith in Action 13 

New Members 13 

Omaha Gives 14 

Calendar 15 

Servants 16 

A Look Inside 

without hesitation.  But the truth 
is that I don’t so much get into 
the story as the story gets into 
me.  The story is both sad and 
joyous, with faithfulness from 
unexpected people and treason 
from those thought most loyal.  
Sometimes the story is repeated 
so often, I believe I know all there 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 

this would be wrong; the story 
goes on! 

The story is ancient, almost 2,000 
years old, yet what is seen and 
heard is just as important today 
as it was back then.  The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ deals with God’s 
promises, human nature, love, 
family, brokenness, and healing.  
There is no other story in all of 
the history of humanity that 
deals with a God who loves the 
people so much that he sends 
the Son of God to live, die and 
rise for us.  The layers of the Gos-
pel are many; no story is ever the 
same, no matter how many times 
you preach it, teach it or hear it.  

I am a storyteller; it is in my DNA. 
I am Irish, with a bit of the Scots-
man and Norse for drama.  When 
I get a good story to tell, I jump in 

This is a story that involves coura-
geous women, bold men, and 
cowardly religious leaders, reject-
ed tax collectors, shamed prosti-
tutes, avoided lepers, loving pa-
gans, compassionate roman sol-
diers, paralyzed husbands, crazy 
brothers, caring sisters, freed 
criminals, sick children and a rab-
bi called Jesus, the Son of God.  
This is an amazing true story told 
from different perspectives, by 
many people, at different times, 
in different places, to different 
audiences; told in four parts, 
which are called the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

Now that Easter is done, which it 
really isn’t, we tend to go back to 
our way of life and not pay that 
much attention to the one who 
saved our lives.  Everything after 
Easter seems anti-climactic, and 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
I Want to Tell You a Story 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 



 Sharing Christ’s Message to Transform All Generations                                                                                                                                                                                                  2 

 

A Member’s Perspective 
The Best Perspective of All 
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

Karen Hansen is President of  St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   
Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

 

Pastor’s Logos   
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

My little corner of The Connection 
is called “A Member’s Perspec-
tive”, and this member really had 
to put things in perspective in the 
past few weeks. I used to wonder 
what would I take if a tornado 
was nearby. My immediate 
thought in those days was the 

family pictures and the Danish 
Plates.  Well, now the pictures 
are in my phone, and the Danish 
plates are only worth $8.50 a 
piece.  The recent floods our 
neighbors in Nebraska and Iowa 
have suffered have truly jolted 
me into thinking about all this 
again. My heart breaks for them. 
In many cases, everything, includ-
ing the land they farmed for a 
living, has been ruined by the re-
lentless water. Yet, we’ve heard 
story after story reminding us 
what really matters . . . the peo-
ple . . . family and friends.  Every-
thing else is just stuff. It doesn’t 
always take a flood or storm to 
bring that reality to the surface.  
Last week my cousin lost her 37-

year-old husband, and the daddy 
to her 3-year-old son, to a fall in 
their home. Now as we look to 
celebrate Mother’s Day, let’s re-
member how precious all the 
people in our lives are.  Tell them 
often, and give thanks for their 
presence in your life. We know 
how quickly that could change.  
One thing that will never change, 
one thing we can hold on to 
above all else comes from the 
very words of Jesus in Hebrews 
13:5 “I will never leave you or 
forsake you” and in Matthew 
28:20 “Lo, I am with you always.”  
What a comfort! What a prom-
ise!  That’s the best perspective 
of all! 

Love and Blessings, 

These are a couple of plates from my 
collection of Danish Mother’s Day plates.  
The one on the left commemorates the 
first Mother’s Day I celebrated as a 
mother (1975) after Kristin was born and  
the second is the plate from when my 
son, Aaron was born (1978). 

is to know. But surprise, I find I 
was wrong! The story goes 
deeper and my soul is touched. 

The Gospel of Jesus Christ does 
not stop with the resurrection 
or the ascension.  The Gospels 
in the Bible ends at the Gospel 
of John, but in truth they go out 
beyond even the “Word” itself. 
Finding connections, parallels, 
and people whose lives become 
Gospel stories all on their own.  
Whether it is in the smile of an 

infant as the waters of baptism 
touch their brow, or the words 
of grace, “for you!”, or the 
hymns and songs that share the 
story and work their way into 
our brains so that we can’t get 
the tune out of us, nor the 
promise. 

I could spend hours telling you 
this story, but that would be 
unfair.  So, I will tell you this 
story in bits and pieces, adding 
Old Testament prophets and 

New Testament disciples, clas-
sic hymns and choral voices, 
percussion and piano, guitars 
and brass.  Prayers for all peo-
ple and a prayer given to all 
people, profession of faith, 
noisy offerings, faith symbols, 
and faithful servants.  These all 
help tell the story, and after I 
cannot tell the story anymore, 
someone will step up and say; “I 
want to tell you a story!”  

                                 Pastor Paul 
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Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Worship  

Special Events in May 
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

Women of the ELCA Notes:  Please be aware of the 
hard work that has gone into the cleaning and reorganizing of 
the kitchen and pantry.  There is a checklist in the notebook 
on the counter by the sink. Please follow that Checklist when 
cleaning up after your event. This will leave the area ready for 
the next event.  Also, please record the information on the 
Event form including the date, function and the number 
served (the forms are stapled together).  These notes could 
be useful to those planning similar gatherings. We are 
blessed to have such a functional facility.  Let’s be good stew-
ards.  Thank you! 

Also, the Women of the ELCA have replaced the lace table 
coverings in the Hospitality Corner. Betty Neben did the 
shopping for us, and we appreciate Karen Mass’s diligence 
in making sure that area is always a cheerful welcoming 
place. Thank you, ladies.   

May is here, and with it comes a 
variety of special events in wor-
ship.  On Sunday, May 5th, we will 
recognize our graduating seniors 
during a Graduation Milestone 
celebration at the 10:30 service. 
St. Paul’s Endowment Fund 
Scholarship/Grants will also be 
presented at this time. On May 
11th and 12th, Teresa Roll, Senior 
Community Relations Officer with 
Mosaic, will be here to speak 
with Pastor Paul during the ser-
mon. There will also be music 

provided by members of Special 
Musicians at the 10:30 service. 

May also marks the end of our 
school-year schedule. Our last 
Wednesday worship service will 
be May 8th, and the summer 
weekend worship schedule begins 
May 26th (Memorial Day week-
end), when we move from two 
Sunday services to a single 9:30 
a.m. service (Saturday worship 
remains at 5:30 p.m.).  Wednes-
day worship and programming 

will kick off September 4th, with 
Sundays returning to two services 
on September 8th.  

 

As always, we continue to look 
for volunteers to help lead wor-
ship. If you are interested in 
learning more about how to get 
involved, feel free to contact Erin 
at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 
(402)895-3366. We are happy to 
provide training in all areas of 
worship! 

 

Happy 

Mother’s 

Day! 

FREE colon cancer screening kits:  
Colon Cancer screening test kits 
are available on Saturday, 
May18th and Sunday May 12 & 
19th between services in the com-
mons.  Participants must be at 
least 50 years or older (if younger 
and/or have a family history of 
colon cancer, please consult with 
your physician). For further infor-
mation or questions contact Jen-
nifer Collins @ (402) 740-9525 or 
email jenjumacollins@icloud.com. 

mailto:erodgers@splcomaha.org
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Coffee with the Council 

May 4 @ 6:30 pm 

May 5 @ 9:30 am 

Men of Armor Annual Mother’s Day Brunch  

May 12th      
9am to 10:30 am 

Come join us as we honor all mothers with 
our traditional brunch!   As always, Moms 
eat free! 

 

 
Community Meals 

 at St. Paul’s 

St. Paul’s hosts a free meal 
for members of the commu-
nity  every month.  The meal 
is served from 11:30-12:30.  
Everyone is welcome to 
come, including members of 
St. Paul’s.  Please share this 
information with your 
friends, colleagues and on 
your social media.   

Our next meals are  
May 18  
June 29 

Would you like to be a part 
of this new ministry?  Con-
sider volunteering for one or 
all of the shifts.   

Sign up here.  

Or, for more information, 
contact Maia Young at 
maiayoung@icloud.com. 

Graduation Milestone  
May 5 
On May 5th we will be celebrating 
our graduating seniors at the 10:30 
worship service.  They will be recog-
nized and will receive gifts from 
members of the church.  In the Com-
mons there are bags for the grads.  
Please feel free to drop off cards, 
gifts or a note congratulating them 
on their accomplishment!  We hope 
you can join us on May 5th and cele-
brating the Class of 2019!  Be sure to 
read all about our seniors on pages 6-
8.  Seniors, please plan to meet in the 
Library at 10:15 am on May 5th.  

Lower-level Education Wing 
Dedication and Blessing May 5th 
On Sunday May 5th between services, we will be hosting a service of 
blessing and dedication for our new expanded lower-level education 
wing.  The four classrooms and youth room, including bathrooms and 
storage, will be available for full usage after the middle of May.  How-
ever, we want you to get a first look at the new addition. Following 
the 10:30 service, there will be guided tours of the remodeled area. 

We should all be proud of the work done to make this happen.  The 
partnership with Trinity Classic Academy and St. Paul’s has made all 
this possible.  Cookies, coffee, and lemonade will be served.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

We want to hear from you!  Join us for a stewardship roundtable from 6
-7 pm on either April 30th or May 6th in the church library.   
Dinner will be served.  Please RSVP to mmoslander@splcomaha.org or 
402-669-0061. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001dRicdD7HJBA7OU51DWNmonM833HvGg95igM8gxmmtNQ8Ye2qKiZeYep1LV6Jv1JVDNh1G0kQk_HrA2eeJierSNZGqah3Z0oSiPi8vVW9xQbPdATcsTC8XcHbvmtJP3EfeJhjGZj-4TVo8gS6GGwhpVAYmzGAM4TmivbSoydxkveit2TbIxBI1sPZMDSEVy1o&c=Pz6g519wZPFi-4BqxzzMUPZVQ7SeDthzq
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June 23 
Congregation  

Meeting 

 Congregation 
Pot luck 
May 19

th 

Following the 10:30 service 

Swedish Meatballs and Noodles 
will be our main dish 

If your last name begins with: 
 A - J  please bring a dessert  

K- Z  please bring a salad or a side dish 
Hope to see you there! 

You are invited to the next 

The Bible is filled with journey 
stories. The Israelites wander in 
the desert for 40 years. Jonah 
flees from God and heads to Tar-
shish. We see Mary and Joseph 
making a trip to Bethlehem when 
it’s time for Jesus to be born. 
Women encounter Jesus on the 
road to Emmaus after the resur-
rection. Saul encounters Christ as 
he travels to Damascus. And, the 
psalms are filled with songs of 
ascent, or pilgrim psalms, of 
those who travel to Jerusalem. 

During the summer many of us 
go on a journey. We may find 
ourselves enjoying the warm 
weather by walking the neighbor-
hood or spending a lot of time in 
the car. We journey to ball 
games, vacation destinations, 
and family gatherings. Because of 
these great things, we aren’t al-

Summer Ministry Focus—Worship Where You Are 
“The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.” Psalm 121:8 

ways able to worship at St. Paul’s. 

This summer we’d like to help 
you stay connected with the St. 
Paul’s community. We’re launch-
ing Worship Where You Are. 
These resources will help you to 
connect with the worship ser-
vices that happen each week and 
include:  

• A podcast of the sermon 
• Weekly discussion questions to 

help you explore the sermon 
• A Spotify playlist of the songs 

used during that week’s wor-
ship 

• A place for you to share prayer 
requests and pray for others 

These items will be hosted on our 
website, www.splcomaha.org, 
and also posted throughout the 
week on St. Paul’s social media. 
Other items might include a vid-

eo of that week’s scripture or an 
interview that highlights how a 
Bible story speaks to a guest 
preacher. 

Be sure to pick up a Worship 
Where You Are kit which will pro-
vide further discussion, prayer, 
and fun car games to use as you 
travel. These will be available on 
May 5. 

We hope these resources will 
remind you of God’s presence 
wherever you are and help you 
to worship. Listen to the songs on 
your morning walk. Play them in 
the car as you go to another 
game. Use the prayers around 
the campfire or at the dinner ta-
ble. Listen to the sermon as you 
get ready in the morning or pack 
for the trip. 

Watch the website and social 
media for each week’s resources 
and share your Worship Where 
You Are experiences with a pic-
ture or thought on social media 
using #worshipwhereyouare 
#splcomaha. 

http://www.splcomaha.org
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GRADUATION  MILESTONE 

Adam Anneberg is the son of Ed-
ward and Audra Anneberg.  He is 
graduating from Millard North 
high School.  Adam plans to enlist 
in the U.S. Navy following gradu-
ation. 

Mason Cushing is the son of Da-
vid and Laura Cushing.  He is 
graduating from Skutt Catholic 
High School.  In the fall, Mason 
will be going to Kansas State Uni-
versity on a KU Achievement 
Scholarship, and will be studying 
Architecture . 

Ian Bruggeman is the son of Bob 
and Susan Bruggeman.  Ian is 
graduating from Omaha Burke 
High School.  In the fall, Ian will 
be going to Huntington College in 
Montgomery, Alabama.  He plans 
to play lacrosse and is still unde-
clared on his area of study. 

Conlan Custard is the son of Scott 
and Cheryl Custard.  He is gradu-
ating from Millard South High 
School.  Conlan is going to the 
University of Nebraska Omaha, 
on a Regents Scholarship.  He is 
undecided on his major, but is 
interested in business admin-
istration, economics or communi-
cations . 

Durin Flermoen is the son of 
Rodger and Toni Flermoen.  
Durin is graduating from Millard 
North High School.  Durin is going 
to continue working, and enroll in 
the Young Adult Program.  Later, 
he plans to enroll in Job Corps 
and train to be a welder.  

Jacey Hammer is the daughter of 
Cassandra and Richard Stark.  She 
is graduating from Gretna High 
School.  Jacey will be going to 
Wayne State College in the fall, 
and studying Education. 

Jayda Hammer is the daughter of 
Cassandra and Richard Stark.  She 
is graduating from Gretna High 
School.  In the fall, Jayda will be 
going to Metro Community Col-
lege, and is undecided but look-
ing into the medical field. 

Megan Holck is the daughter of 
John and Melissa Holck.  She is 
graduating from Millard West 
High School.  In the fall, Megan 
will be attending Minneapolis 
College of Art and Design. 
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Abby Karloff is the daughter of 
Michael and JeAnna Karloff.  Ab-
by is graduating from Millard 
West High School.  In the fall, she 
will be going to Northwest Mis-
souri State University, and will 
study Elementary Education.  

Allie Marasco is the daughter of 
Tony Marasco and Holly Maras-
co.  She is graduating from Mercy 
High School.  In the fall, Allie will 
be attending Nebraska Christian 
College and plans to study Inter-
cultural Ministry.  

Molly McGraw is the daughter of 
John and Amy McGraw.  She is 
graduating from Millard North 
High School.  Molly plans to 
attend UNL, and study Health, 
Nutrition and Exercise Science 
with an emphasis on Health Pro-
grams. 

Adrian Nissen is the son of Jim 
and Kim Nissen.  He is gradu-
ating from Millard West High 
School.  Adrian will be going to 
UNL and studying Environmen-
tal Restoration Science and 
Wildlife Fisheries. 

Piper Oberdin is the daugh-
ter of Steve and Amy Ober-
din.  She is graduating from 
Millard North High School.  
In the fall, Piper will be go-
ing to UNL and is undecid-
ed on what area she’d like 
to study. 

Cassie Pfeiffer is the daughter of 
Todd and Angie Pfeiffer.  She is 
graduating from Millard West 
High School.  In the fall, Cassie 
will be going to University of Kan-
sas, and is interested in Pre-
Health, Nursing or Radiology. 

Carly Renken is the 
daughter of Tyler and 
Robin Renken.  She is 
graduating from Millard 
South High School. In the 
fall, Carly will attend Au-
gustana University and 
study Special Education, 
Elementary Education 
and Sign Language Stud-
ies.  

Aaron Peterson is the son of Kent 
and Diane Peterson.  He is gradu-
ating from Gretna High School.  
In the fall, he’ll be attending UNL 
and majoring in mechanical engi-
neering with a minor in biomedi-
cal engineering.  

GRADUATION  MILESTONE 
CONTINUED 
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Gabe Saighman is the son of Rich 
and Barb Saighman.  He is gradu-
ating from Millard South High 
School.  Gabe joined the Army 
National Guard in Sept. 2018.  He 
will leave for training, and plans 
to become a culinary specialist.   

Melany Smith is the 
daughter of Rosa Smith.  
She is graduating from 
Millard South High 
School.  In the fall, she 
will be going to UNL and 
studying Chemical Engi-
neering. 

Ben Stieren is the son of Dennis 
and Susie Stieren.  He is gradu-
ating from Elkhorn South High 
School.  Ben will be attending the 
US Air Force Academy and major-
ing in Biology/Pre-Med.  

Chris Sullivan is the son 
of Scott and Cheryl 
Franko and Doug Sulli-
van and Lynette Bundy.  
Chris is graduating from 
Millard West High   
School.  In the fall, he’ll 
be attending UNO and 
be in their Aviation Pro-
gram. 

Corey Wendt is the son of Daryl 
and Darcie Wendt.  He is gradu-
ating from Millard North High 
School.  Corey will be going to 
Iowa State University and study-
ing Engineering. 

 

To qualify for a grant, applicants must submit a completed application by the designated deadline and the 
student must plan to attend their chosen school full time.  Grants will be dispersed when the student sub-
mits a copy of their class schedule after the school’s census date in the fall. 

Congratulations to our Endowment Board Scholarship Recipients! 

GRADUATION  MILESTONE 

Jacey Hammer 

Jayda Hammer 

Abby Karloff 

Allie Marasco 

Piper Oberdin 

Aaron Peterson 

Carly Renken 

Gabe Saighman 

Melany Smith 

Ben Stieren 

Corey Wendt 

CONTINUED 
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Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Formation.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

Faith Formation  
BY  EMILY  DALEN 

Cross and Heart Kids, Confirmation, SPIRIT  
School Year Ends May 8 

Plan to join us for a fun night of blessing the Carol Joy 
Holling summer staff. We’ll make care packages to wel-
come the counselors and additional resource kits for 

counselors to use with 
students. If you’d like to 
donate travel-sized bug 
spray, sunscreen, deo-
dorant, or individual 
packages of trail mix, 
Cheez-its, or Goldfish 
crackers, please bring 
them to church by 
May 5. 

Are you planning to register for Vacation Bible School? If so, please do 
so by June 5th in order to receive a free t-shirt. Registration is open and 
those who are 4-years-old through 5th grade are invited to attend. Vol-
unteers should also let Emily or Nicole Willers know that you’d like to 
help by June 5th so that we can order a shirt for you. Register here:  

www.splcomaha.org/vbsregistration 

Confirmation and SPIRIT stu-
dents, mark June 12th and 
July 24th on your calendars 
for summer gatherings! 

 

The last day of Sunday 
School will be May 5. Please 
plan to join us at 9:30 am in 
the new basement! We will 
celebrate and dedicate this 
new space. We’ll also have 
treats, prayer stations, and a 
chance to create a piece of 
art. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOAg-moi-IAo8lwHEyosy6mUM-Zsme82VaWpL9cDMWzKV7BwM28TyZDu-3DUF2PWdGr0OOWyTmSuhBiliRxnkcAkIMvq8Bx3759zEQwj0XD4t5pI9h_RQSxp3rEBi12QOGN0wqH_T9fL5ba1Uo2tVsNDJbrjEa-dvlkXsULHBoQ=&c=hJ1JQxeY43blZMgzq41AePSA5XETq-Jp9SKv7Q704MpDgJzQ
http://www.splcomaha.org/vbsregistration
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Communion   
Milestone 

Ten students and parents met on 
Sunday, April 14 to learn about 
communion before celebrating 
this Milestone on Maundy Thurs-
day, April 18. We shared in a 
meal, sculpted our favorite family 
meals out of play dough, made 
communion bread, and painted a 
chalice which serves as a remind-
er of God’s gift of forgiveness. 
We learned that bread and wine 
remind us of Jesus’ body and 
blood and that all are invited to 
communion.  

Faith Formation CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  9 
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

 

It is recommended, and was a 
promise made by my call com-
mittee, that every four to six 
years I would have a one-month 
sabbatical.  The reason behind 
this is for rest, renewal, and re-
flection.  It may sound corny, 
but I have had 4 of these over 
my 33 years as a pastor and 

they have been very helpful in 
making me a better pastor. 

My plans are to complete a book 
I have already been working on 
for the last 10 years.  The story 
takes place in the village of Ca-
pernaum, where Jesus did two 
years of his three-year ministry 
tour.  I also want to begin a his-
torical fiction novel about the 
fighting on the Mississippi River 
during the Civil War.  

 I am being mentored by Mike 
Bockoven, three-time published 
author, who has been contracted 
to work on a Netflix series.  Mike 
is a former student of mine and is 

quite willing to help.  Also, I have 
an editor in the Twin Cities who I 
have worked with in the past; 
cannot have too many folks look-
ing over your writing.  I have also 
asked several of our young peo-
ple to read some of my writing 
and see what they think.  In be-
tween I will visit Wartburg Semi-
nary to talk about using secular 
media in ministry, and a take a 
break visit to the North Shore of 
Lake Superior. 

I appreciate this opportunity to 
grow in my gifts. Take note: all 
preaching and pastoral care are-
as have been covered.  Amen!    

“Galilee” Volumes I & II.  These 
two books explain the region of 
Galilee during the time of Jesus 
better than any research I have 
seen thus far.  There are not just 
pictures, but an in depth look at 
the culture, customs, archaeolo-
gy, history, and connection to the 
time of Christ.  Every time I read 
a portion of these books I learn 
something new.  If you are a his-
tory or Bible nerd you will love it; 
if you have gone or want to go to 
the Holy Land you should read 
them.   

½  

“Shazam”—currently in the thea-
ters, rated PG-13 for fantasy vio-
lence.  This movie is silly and he-
roic, filled with contrasts that 
speak to the nature of love, fami-
ly, brokenness, and forgiveness.  
There is a scene that reminds me 
of Pentecost; the duality of Jesus 
as both God and human, as well 
as the nature of sin.  Who would 
have thought that “Shazam” 
would be a deeply theological 
film?  Not me!  It was fun, as 
well.  After you watch this movie, 
let’s chat!   

“Ice Age” Movie Series (All 5) on 
DVD, Blue Ray, and of course on 
cable.  The humor makes all ages 
laugh, the stories are very crea-
tive, and the animation is excel-
lent. The concept that we are a 
herd, made up of many strange 
creatures, resonates with me.  
The adventures, relationships 
and the strange encounters that 
Sid the Sloth has, make for some 
very entertaining movies. If and 
when you watch any of them we 
should chat!  

½  
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Second Mile Offering 
  

My Giving  
Do you know that you can now check the amount 
of your giving?  You can check to see how much 
you have given last year as well as the amount you 
have given to date this year.  You can also check on 
the amount you pledged for the year.  If you wish 
to see past year’s giving, you can also do that in My 
Giving. 

We have posted an article on St. Paul’s website at 
www.splcomaha.org in the ShelbyNext How-To 
Guide.  

Coming this Fall you will be able to make your 
pledge online. The church will also transition 
“Simply Giving” to ShelbyNext Giving.  Simply Giv-
ing is no longer associated with the ELCA. 

ShelbyNext giving will provide a single website for 
giving (including Text-to-Give), pledging, directory, 
and giving history. 

If you have any questions or if you would like help 
on a particular area in ShelbyNext, please send an 
e-mail to  officeassistant@splcomaha.org. 

Check out the FREE Cyber Senior 
Programing offered at  

www.dospace.org. 

 On May 11th/12th, our Second Mile Offering will be 
given to our MOPS ministry.  St. Paul’s is fortunate 
to have a chapter of the Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS) organization that meets twice a month, on 
the first and third Tuesday, in the church library 
from 9:30 to 11:30. Child care is provided while 
mothers from the greater Millard and Omaha area 
meet and support each other through sharing, car-
ing, and learning about the joys and challenges of 
parenting.  There are members from our congrega-
tion, but 
this has 
truly be-
come an 
outreach 
ministry to 
the com-
munity.  
They meet during the school year (September to 
May) and encourage mothers to join with them for 
breakfast, socializing, inspiration, and informative 
speakers.  New members are welcome!  Contact the 
church office or Anne Ott. 

On May 18th/19th, our Second Mile Offering will aid 
in the cost of purchasing furniture for the new youth 

center, 
which is 
nearing 
completion 
in the base-
ment of the 
education 
wing of the 
church.  It is 
an exciting 

opportunity to help meet the cost of purchasing 
substantial and serviceable furniture for this new 
area that will support our youth programs and out-
reach of St. Paul’s. 

Thank you for your willingness to see that the pro-
grams of our church community are met.  We realize 
that each of you will have stronger interest in sup-
porting various programs.  These Second Mile Offer-
ings give you an opportunity to demonstrate this 
support.   

Again, Thank You for your generosity! 

http://www.splcomaha.org
mailto:officeassistant@splcomaha.org
http://www.dospace.org
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From St. Paul’s Library 
plore the experience.  It is fun! 

Hedlund writes Christian histori-
cal romance. The winner of the 
2011 Inspirational Reader's 
Choice Award, other books she 
has authored are "The Doctor's 
Lady" and "The Preacher's Bride.”  

A Noble Groom tells the compel-
ling story of a widow who sus-
pects her husband was murdered 
but can’t prove it.  Set in Michi-
gan in 1881, she has six months 
to raise the money to pay off the 
land contract her husband pur-
chased.  Where will she find the 
help?  Will she find a husband?  
Her father writes to his brother in 
the Old Country seeking assis-
tance for her, asking him to find 
Annalisa a groom.  

Subplots are an important part of 
this story.  You will be interested 
to discover Carl von Reichert’s 
story and how it interweaves 
with Annalisa’s.  As time is run-
ning out can love be happening?  
Where is the groom?  Join us in 
this interesting read and discus-

May 8th, the St. Paul’s Book Club 
will be discuss-
ing A Noble 
Groom, by Jody 
Hedlund.  We 
had 10 partici-
pants last 
month and look 
forward to the 
meeting this 
month.  If you 

have not attended in the past, 
hopefully you will come and ex-

sion. 

We meet at 10:00 every second 
Tuesday of the month in the 
church library.  Bring a friend, 
make new friends and have a cup 
of tea or coffee.  Even if you have 
not read the book, the discussion 
may prompt you to pick it up and 
read it!  We don’t divulge the 
conclusion if there is anyone who 
has not finished the book. 

Footnote:  In 
June we will read 
Invincible Louisa, 
a biography of 
Louisa May Al-
cott, by Cornelia 
Meigs.  An easy 
read it will make 
you truly appre-
ciate who Alcott 
was. 

Welcome 
New Members! 

A special welcome to those 
that have chosen St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church as their new 
home.  

Jedd, McKenzie, Lillian  
and Oliver Lehman  

Susan Lowery 

Jen, Mila, Maya, and Maci Metz 

Davia Pozela 

Jason Sanderson 

Hannah Stafford  

Harry Seebold 

William Strain  

Nancy Veitch   

We are blessed to have you all 
as partners in this mission to-
gether at St. Paul’s! 

March was, for many, one of the worst months of their lives.  Homes 
destroyed, farms and ranches devastated, personal treasures lost.  In 
the midst of all of this, the compassion and generosity of this congrega-
tion has shown forth in the Second Mile Offering to feed and assist 
those displaced by the floods. 

Many have stepped up immediately on their own to help their neigh-
bors; several have contributed both through the church and other dis-
aster relief organizations.  The Nebraska Synod of the ELCA (that’s us), 
through Lutheran Disaster Relief and Lutheran Family Services, as well 

Faith in Action 
How Will We Help Those in Need? 

Changes are happening in the 
Library.  The Library Team has 
been busy updating the Library to 
help make it a welcoming, gath-
ering place for small groups to 
meet and a place for individuals 
to easily browse and research the 
library’s books and media.  New 
furnishings and books will be 
added to help make St. Paul’s Li-
brary and Gathering room an in-
viting place for everyone to use 
and enjoy. Please stop by and see 
the progress we are making! 

from the Book Club . . . 
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Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
https://twitter.com/splcomaha 

https://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

The St. Paul’s Connection  
is a publication of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402-895-3366 
Publication deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Articles/photos/suggestions may 
be submitted to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

Omaha Gives! is an annual online celebration of charitable giving.  
This city-wide effort has made a huge difference for many organiza-
tions, including our “Lutherans Read” program sponsored by St. 
Paul’s.  We are asking people to spread the word about Lutherans 
Read and how important everyone’s gifts are in supporting this won-
derful program. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran has been working in partnership with Miller Park 
Elementary and Rockwell Elementary for over 5 years.  The program 
began with Trinity Lutheran in Northeast Omaha, reading to one 
grade at Miller Park and following that group for three years.  We 
joined in and began reading to two grade levels, following the stu-
dents for three years.  Not only do we read the books to the kids, we 
give them the books to keep.  For many, these books are the only 
ones in their household. 

Lutherans Read has reached over 2,000 children and given over 
10,000 books.  The cost for this is between $7,500 and $8,000, de-
pending on how many kids we read to that year.  Lutherans Read is 
completely dependent on contributions; that is why Omaha Gives! is 
so important in keeping this incredible outreach program going 
strong.  Tell everyone about Lutherans Read and supporting it 
through Omaha Gives!  Every gift makes a difference. 

As flood waters recede 
and more families realize 
the damage done to their 
homes, the need is grow-
ing for volunteers to help 
in a variety of ways. Be-
low are linked a few op-
portunities for you to get 
involved with flood relief 
efforts with Habitat for Hu-
manity. Volunteers are 
needed in all areas, every 
day of the week, at all 
times of day. If you would 
like to help out, please 
visit the link below to sign 
up for a time slot. 

Get Involved: Flood 
Relief Efforts  

as Habitat for Humanity and oth-
er ecumenical partners, continue 
to offer support to those in need.  
We at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
will work with these organiza-
tions and local congregations 
with resources and boots on the 
ground in the upcoming weeks 
and months. 

We are not going to try and rein-
vent the wheel; we will help in 
the ways and areas those church-
es and organizations know best; 
it could be a person with a mop, 
a gift card to buy clothes, or help-
ing people fill out forms to get 
the financial help they need.  
After the TV cameras are gone 
and journalists are no longer 
writing articles, there will be 
months and even years of work 
to come.  We will be there to 
help and not forget them.     

Faith in Action 
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  13 
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Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

May, 2019 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 13 
Church Staff Meetings   9:30 a.m.  Tue. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Facility Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 6 
Faith Bible Study    6:30 p.m.  Thu. 9 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Thur. 9 
Grace Circle    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 22 
Hope Circle    1:00 p.m.  Thur. 16 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m.  Sun. 12 
Library Team Meeting   9:30 a.m.  Wed. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Love Circle    11:30 a.m. Wed. 15 
Memorial Committee Meeting  1:30 p.m. Mon. 20 
Mission Quilters    9:00 a.m. Mon. 6, 13, 20 
Monday Night Quilters   6:30 p.m. Mon. 6, 13, 20 
MOPS     9:00 a.m. Tue. 7, 21 

 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Commons  12:30 p.m. Tue. 14, 28 
Community Meal   11:30 a.m. Sat.  18 
Exercise Class     8:15 a.m.  Mon. 6, 13, 20 
     8:15 a.m.  Fri.  3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 6 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thu. 2 
Tai Chi          9:00 a.m.  Tue.  7, 14, 21, 28 
  9:00 a.m.  Thu. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
Confirmation Class  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8 
Cross & Heart Kids  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8 
G.I.F.T.    9:30 a.m.  Sun 6 
Spirit    7:00 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study           11:00 a.m.  Tue. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Thursday Morning Bible Study          10:00 a.m.  Thu. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Thursday Morning Bible Study            6:30 a.m.  Thu. 9, 16 
Thursday Evening Bible Study 6:30 p.m.  Thu. 2, 9, 16, 23 
Wednesday Morning Book Club        10:00 a.m.  Wed. 8 
 
 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ Rehearsal   7:00 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8 
Worship Team Rehearsal   4:30 p.m.  Sat. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Worship Team Rehearsal   8:00 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8 
     7:00 p.m.  Wed. 15, 22, 29 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 6, 13, 20, 27 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Tue. 21 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Wednesday Worship Service 6:30 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Sunday Worship Service   8:30 a.m.   Sun 5, 12, 19 
                10:30 a.m.   Sun. 5, 12, 19 
    9:30 a.m.   Sun. 26  

Dates to Remember 
 

Graduation Milestone 
Sunday, May 5th @ 10:30 a.m. 

 
Basement Dedication & Blessing 

May 5th  
 

Community Meal 
May 18 @11:30 a.m. 

 
Church-wide Potluck 
May 19, @11:30 a.m. 

 
Summer Worship Services 

Saturday, 5:30 p.m. Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 
Starting May 26 



May 4—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sean Simmons 

Communion-Kathryn Gannon, 

Judy Petersen, Vicky Marquardt 

Greeter-Vicky Marquardt 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 

Video-Sid Rames 

Audio-Jim Rames 

Usher-Denny Verdick, Gary Norenberg 

 

 

May 5—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Sofia Schommer 

Cantor-John Schumacher 

Communion-Allen Darell, Barbara Saighman, 

Denise Winter, Karen Hansen 

Greeter-Evan Holly, Harold Cowan 

Hospitality-Bill & Ina Averman 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Wilma Nelson 

Video-Linda Kuehl 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Usher-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 

Bill Averman 

 

 

May 5—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Tori Karloff, Katie McGraw 

Communion-Leanne Frasier, 

Jerry & Naomi Warner, Nancy Steil, 

Phil & Barb Hough, Ardis McDonald, 

Lynda Nicholson 

Greeters-Querry Family 

Hospitality-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Steve & Christine Karloff 

Reader-Cory Juma 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Cheryl Franko 

Usher-Jeff Hohenstein, Scott Custard, 

Alex Williams, Cory Juma 

 

 

May 11—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Katie McGraw 

Greeter-Judy Petersen 

Prayers-Volunteers Needed 

Reader-Allison DeSordi 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Jim Nissen 

Usher-Denny Verdick, Todd Whitham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 12—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Cantor-Allen Darell 

Greeter-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Patrick Runge 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-John Snowdon 

Usher-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 

Bill Averman, Seth Zentner 

 

 

May 12—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-Craig & Wendy Adelson, 

Doug & Bev Renken 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Ted Luedke 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bryan Kreun 

Usher-Alex Williams, Cory Juma, 

Scott Custard, Jeff Hohenstein 

 

 

May 18—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sean Simmons 

Communion-Karla Neemann, 

Carol Applegate, Carolyn Badtke 

Greeter-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Carolyn Badtke 

Video-Jeanette Swope 

Audio-Jayson Swope 

Usher-Keith Simmons, Todd Whitham 

 

 

May 19—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Sydney Bauer 

Cantor–Kristin Ronnenkamp 

Communion-Patrick Runge, 

Kathy Bauer, Sally Runge, Nancy Steil 

Greeter-Patrick & Sally Runge 

Hospitality-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Janet Henthorn 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Arno Neben 

Usher-John Kuehl, Bill Averman, 

Norm Bensinger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 19—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, Julie Hilger, 

Keith Snodgrass, Jan Wilson, 

Stephanie Martin, Pat Zimmerman 

Fred & Suzanne Sagedal,  

Greeter-Joel & Colleen Christensen, 

Stephanie Martin, Phyllis Matthews 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Barb Hough 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bill Koile 

Usher-Gary McDonald, John Bourne, 

Ted Luedke, Scott Urbach 

 

May 25—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sean Simmons 

Greeters-Steve & Amy Oberdin 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 

Video-Tammy Bauman 

Audio-Willie Bauman 

Usher-Russ Owens, Gary Norenberg 

 

 

May 26—9:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Greeter-Gary & Denise Winter, 

Sharla Fitzgerald 

Hospitality-Steve & Nancy Steil 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-John vonDohren 

Video-Linda Kuehl 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Usher-Norm Bensinger, Seth Zentner, 

Brock Flowers, John Keim 

 

Worship Servants for May, 2019 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


