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A Look Inside 

sage out into the world.  God 
gave Jesus for the sake of the 
world.  Incarnational mission 
means we are Christ’s words, 
plus the hands of healing and ser-
vice in the world. 

Bishop Brian said something 
quite profound in an answer to a 
question about worship that is 
missional not attractional.  
“Communion liturgy calls us to 
“remember”.  In a polarized soci-

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE   4 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
Remember Our Mission 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

the pastor is to proclaim the real-
ity of our time, of our nation, of 
our church, of our lives.  The 
church as we know it is dying.  In 
order to do the mission of Jesus 
Christ in the world, we must 
change, we must adapt, we must 
do mission!  We are called by 
Word and Sacrament to be the 
presence of Christ in the world.  
We are called to be churches that 
are missional (actively proclaim-
ing the Gospel in word and deed) 
not attractional (programming 
and entertaining the member-
ship). 

We are the body of Christ in the 
world.  All we have to do is look 
at the word and liturgy of bap-
tism; it says it all.  Both leader-
ship and membership are called 
to a role that encourages, sup-
ports, and proclaims the Gospel 
for the world.  Not just for us, but 
the world.  If we see the word 
‘mission’ as off putting, then we 
need to examine what the con-
gregation we are a part of is do-
ing and why we are doing it.  The 
bottom line of faith is not nickels 
in the coffers or noses to be 
counted, but rather how many 
ways we take the Gospel mes-

I was recently at a Theological 
Conference in Kearney, for all the 
pastors of the Nebraska Synod of 
the ELCA.  One of the main 
speakers was not Lutheran, but 
his perspective was eye-opening, 
thoughtful, and very Spirit-filled.  
I say this because I normally 
don’t get all that thrilled by these 
events; oftentimes they are tell-
ing me things I already know 
about, or they are so up in the 
clouds they are not very practi-
cal.  This was not the case. 

The speaker opened with this 
phrase:  I hope that our time to-
gether and my presentation can 
inspire you and move you spiritu-
ally.  Yeah, right, I thought; but it 
did!  The presenter spoke the 
reality of our current world situa-
tion in a manner that didn’t make 
it feel like the end of the world, 
but he did offer some hard truths 
that were not sugar-coated. 

In fact, he said one of the roles of 



  

Advent and Christmas  
Community Mural Project Begins 
SEE  PAGE  3 
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paulomanfineart.com/all-
community-mural/; watch the vid-
eo to get an idea of how this ex-
citing project will unfold at St. 
Paul’s! 

Join us in the new basement for 
the following painting sessions: 

Tuesday, November 19th  
Popcorn and Painting 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 5th  
Popcorn and Painting 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Sunday mornings  
between worship services 

Wednesday evenings  

If your small group, circle, Bible 
study, group of friends, etc. would 
like to paint at a different time, 
just let us know and we can help 
get you set up! Students 5th grade 
and under must be accompanied 
by a parent. 

gresses towards the day of the big 
“reveal.” The people will literally 
see their own contribution to the 
larger whole as they take it all in. 

As the paint-by-number master-
piece is viewed, participants will 
point out their contributions to the 
larger whole; a living metaphor for 
a community of grace. By word-of-
mouth, people will come to our 
church to see this thing that has 
happened. They will want to be a 
part of it. They will bring friends 
and neighbors with them. Add 
worship services and special 
painting events, — with the work 
of the community as the backdrop 
— and see what happens in our 
midst! 

How might God use this simple yet 
powerful “bridge” of art to give 
hope and re-inspire our communi-
ty in faith? 

Be sure to check out https://

Are you looking for something that 
will re-ignite excitement in our 
congregation and community? A 
collaborative experience that will 
bring all ages and stages together 
in a profound way? A powerful, 
emotional way of engaging the 
Bible stories of Advent and Christ-
mas? 

The Community Mural is it 
All are welcome and encouraged 
to help create this one-of-a-kind 
work of art! This mural will be re-
vealed on Christmas Eve and dis-
played throughout the season of 
Epiphany.  

See people come together. Hear 
the laughter throughout the pro-
cess. Witness the Word in visual 
form as it “speaks” to our commu-
nity. Through this simple yet pro-
foundly engaging painting created 
by the hands and hearts of our 
own people, there will be a buzz of 
excitement as the project pro-

Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

Worship  
Learning & Caring for our Neighbors 
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

November is a busy month for 
worship; it seems like we have 
something “out of the ordinary” 
happening every weekend! No-
vember 2nd and 3rd, we will cele-
brate All Saints weekend, honoring 
those that have passed away both 
this year and in years past. There 
will also be special observances 
within each worship service. In ad-
dition, Nebraska Synod Faith For-
mation Director Lisa Kramme will 
be here to preach that weekend. 
Lisa serves as the synod’s liaison to 
Lutheran Disaster Relief and will 
speak about how we can help our 

neighbors through relief efforts. 

November 9th and 10th, we will cel-
ebrate our service men and wom-
en with special prayers and music 
during our Veterans Day weekend 
worship services. There will also be 
a brunch served by Men of Armor 
on Sunday morning, along with a 
display of military memorabilia, in 
the Family Life Center. 

November 16th and 17th, former 
bishop David deFreese will join us 
to preach at all weekend services. 
He will speak about caring for our 
neighbors from the perspective of 

one who works with Mosaic. We 
will also welcome our newest 
members into the congregation at 
the 10:30 service. 

And finally, on November 23rd and 
24th, Simone and Matt Weber will 
be at all weekend services to lead 
worship music and to speak about 
the many ways we can care for our 
neighbors through the work of Ta-
ble Grace Café.  

Whew! As I said, a busy month! 
We look forward to joining you in 
worship as we continue to learn 
more about our neighbors and the 
variety of ways we can help and 
care for them. 

Advent and Christmas Community Mural Project Begins 

https://paulomanfineart.com/all-community-mural/
https://paulomanfineart.com/all-community-mural/
https://paulomanfineart.com/all-community-mural/
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Madison Kologenski 
to 

Calvin Custard 

October  19, 2019 

Coffee with the Council 

November  9th at 6:30 pm 

November 10th at 9:30 am 

Pastor’s Logos   
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE 1 

ety, communion is a way we 
re-member the body of Christ 
(the church).  In others words, 
we come together despite the 
fractures in our world, to be re-
minded of our oneness in Christ. 

Sometimes words like inclusive 
and diversity are thrown around 
to point out weaknesses in our 
community.  How about we look 
at them as goals, as markers of 
faithfulness, that push us forward 
into the world, bringing to all the 
saving Good News of Jesus 
Christ? 

November is “Stewardship 

Month” (see page 10). The gifts 
we bring and share empower St. 
Paul’s to raise up disciples who 
can take the Gospel message into 
the world.  This is our mission, to 
teach by both word and deed 
about what the Gospel is saying 
to all of us about God’s love for 
us in Jesus Christ!   

The presenter and the bishop 
made it quite clear: if we don’t 
change in how we share the Gos-
pel, the ELCA as a denomination 
will not exist in 50 years, or will 
be a shell of what we were.  The 
change is whether we are a con-
gregation that looks inward and 
downward, or outward and up-
ward.  This will not be easy, for 

many will feel we are not true to 
our heritage.  Maybe not the her-
itage of the 50s and 60s, but cer-
tainly to the church of the book 
of Acts! 

I plan on sharing with you more 
of what this conference revealed 
and inspired for many of us who 
attended.  I truly believe that by 
embracing the Gospel message 
and sharing that message, in ac-
tion and boldness, we will be the 
church in it best form.  That is, 
Jesus in the world, in us, with us 
and through us!                  Amen! 

Sunday, November 10th, St. Paul’s will host a Veterans Day Brunch from 9:00 am to 
10:30 am in the Family Life Center.  There will be historical displays as well as dio-
ramas.  Veterans and their families are invited to come to worship, enjoy the 
brunch, and view the many items on display, remembering the sacrifices of those 
who have served our nation.  The brunch is free to our vets, and a freewill offering 
for all others.  Come be part of this special celebration.  That’s Sunday, November 
10th from 9:00 am to 10:30 am; looking forward to a good day! 

Veterans Sunday Celebration & Brunch 
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This November Perspective would 
normally be written with a 
Thanksgiving theme and be some 
sort of reflection from this writer.  
This month I feel I need to file a 
report to St. Paul’s and the Wom-
en of the ELCA concerning the 
14th Biennial Convention and 
Gathering of the Women of the 
ELCA Nebraska Synodical Wom-
en’s Organization which con-
vened October 11-13 at Camp 
Carol Joy Holling. That’s really a 
lot of words, but I hope to give 
you a more condensed version of 
the Convention weekend I was 
blessed to attend as a voting del-
egate. The theme of the Gather-
ing was Living Joy/Sharing Joy 
from John 15:11. Although there 
were indeed many women there 
of the 50 and older age group, 
there were women of all age 

groups in attendance and some 
were presenters. The keynote 
speaker was Camille Trott who 
lives in Bermuda, a Lutheran Pas-
tor’s wife who is president of an 
international consulting firm 
geared to training and coaching 
global servant leaders to identify 
and develop their God-given pur-
pose. Lisa Plorin is our dynamic, 
inspirational president of the 
church-wide Women of the ELCA, 
elected in July of 2017. From the 
Western North Dakota Synod 
(she says she’s really from South-
ern Canada) is an enthusiastic 
forward-thinking leader. Profes-
sor Mercedes Bachman, an or-
dained minister from our partner 
Synod in Argentina, is president 
of an institute which prepares 
laity for ministry. Another speak-
er was our own Bishop Brian 

A Member’s Perspective 
A WELCA Report  
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

Karen Hansen is President of  St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   
Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

Maas, who gave us much insight 
into what the church will look like 
in years to come and how we 
need to adapt and support 
change to fully continue the mis-
sion of the Lutheran church.  
(Journalists are not supposed to 
give opinions, but this writer 
can’t help it.  Bishop Maas is a 
gifted called pastor, and we are 
blessed to have him leading the 
Nebraska Synod.) 

A particular point of interest was 
a resolution adopted to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of 
the ordination of women in 2020, 
the 40th anniversary of the ordi-
nation of women of color in the 
Lutheran tradition and the 10th 
anniversary of removing barriers 
for the ordination of people in 

“Would you be my, could you be my,  
won't you be my neighbor?”  
Everyone is invited to see A Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood starring Tom Hanks as Mr. 
Rogers on Sunday, November 24. Please watch 
the bulletins and Facebook for further details 
regarding location and movie time. 
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Dates to save:  

April 18, 2020:  
Metro East Spring Gath-
ering at Lord of Love, 
Omaha 

May1-3 2020  
and  

August 7-9 2020:  
Saved to Serve Events  

July 16-19, 2020:  
Women of the ELCA 
Gathering in Phoenix   

More information will be 
published as these events 
get closer. 

Our Kitchen has GONE GREEN!   
There are cafeteria-type, dish-
washer-safe trays available for 
serving meals, as well as stain-
less-steel flatware. The kitchen 
will no longer provide paper 
plates and plastic cutlery for your events.  If your event prefers to use 

disposable plates and cutlery, they must be pur-
chased and provided by the organization serv-
ing the event.  Thank you for understanding.  
This move is to respect the environment and to 
be good stewards of our kitchen budget. 

 

November 17th   
Following the 10:30 service 

 
Swedish Meatballs and noodles will be provided 

Please help us fill the menu by bringing either a salad, a 
vegetable or a dessert 

Bring your family and share in the fellowship.   

Congregation Pot Luck!  

A Member’s Perspective 
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  5 

same gender relationships. This 
writer attended a workshop titled 
Hope, Healing and Change: With 
Love.  This was led by Teresa 
Houser, Executive Director of an 
organization which provides long-
term residential recovery pro-
grams for survivors of sex 
trafficking and prostitution. The 

group, called Magdalene, is 
based in Omaha and is a branch 
of a Midwest organization. She 
was joined by two survivors 
who testified to the seriousness 
of the true problem and the 
help they are receiving to sur-
vive such abuse.  

The Women of the ELCA have 
four publications, but the one 
that is the most current and is 
touching women of younger 
groups is Café with online stories 
and devotional materials. It can 
be found at www.boldcafe.org. 
The convention thanked Nancy 
Johnson of Rejoice Lutheran in 
Omaha for her devoted service 
as NSWO president for the last 
4 years and elected Sandy Ter-
ry, a certified PMA from Salem 

Lutheran in Fremont as our new 
president. This was a packed 
weekend, and I would encourage 
others to participate when these 
opportunities arrive.  It is a bless-
ing to meet and share with other 
women from the Nebraska Synod 
and to learn from the resources 
and presenters made available to 
us. Thank you to the Women of 
the ELCA of St. Paul’s for letting 
me be a part of this vital working 
arm of our Lord’s Kingdom. I 
have saved the information from 
the convention if anyone has 
questions and highlighted the 
names of people you may find 
interesting to Google. 

Love and Blessings,  

Karen Hansen   

http://www.boldcafe.org
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Faith Formation  
BY  EMILY  DALEN  AND  APRIL  TAGGS 

2019 Confirmation Class:  
Front row (L to R): Katie McGraw, Sydney Bauer, Anna Schumacher, Andi Anneberg, Addie Cain 
Back row (L to R): Ethan Wilson, Aden Williams, Grant Renken, Aaron Kreun, Pastor Paul Coen 



Andrea Jordan AnnebergAndrea Jordan Anneberg  

And after you have suffered for a little And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has while, the God of all grace, who has 
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, support, strength-will himself restore, support, strength-
en, and establish you.  en, and establish you.    

1 Peter 5:101 Peter 5:10  

Sydney Paige BauerSydney Paige Bauer  
Have I not commanded you? Be strong Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid;and courageous. Do not be afraid;   do do 
not be discouraged,not be discouraged,  for the Lordfor the Lord  your your 
God will be with you wherever you go.God will be with you wherever you go.”  ”    

Joshua 1:9Joshua 1:9  

Adelaide Cleone CainAdelaide Cleone Cain  
Be strong and bold; have no fear or Be strong and bold; have no fear or 
dread of them, because it is the dread of them, because it is the 
LordLord  your God who goes with you; he your God who goes with you; he 
will not fail you or forsake you.will not fail you or forsake you.”  ”    

Deuteronomy 31:6Deuteronomy 31:6  

Aaron Jay KreunAaron Jay Kreun  
But as for you, man of God, shun all But as for you, man of God, shun all 
this; pursue righteousness, godliness, this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 
faith, love, endurance, gentleness.faith, love, endurance, gentleness.   Fight Fight 
the good fight of the faith; take hold of the good fight of the faith; take hold of 
the eternal life, to which you were the eternal life, to which you were 
called and for which you madecalled and for which you made  the the 

good confession in the good confession in the 
presence of many wit-presence of many wit-
nesses.nesses.  

1 Timothy 6:111 Timothy 6:11--1212  

 

Katherine Kay McGrawKatherine Kay McGraw  
For with God nothing shall be impossi-For with God nothing shall be impossi-
ble.                                             ble.                                             Luke 1:37Luke 1:37  

Grant Barrett RenkenGrant Barrett Renken  
Be strong and courageous.Be strong and courageous.   Do not be Do not be 
afraid or terrifiedafraid or terrified  because of them, for because of them, for 
the Lordthe Lord  your God goes with you;your God goes with you;   he he 
will never leave youwill never leave you  nor forsakenor forsake  you.you.””  

Deuteronomy 31:6Deuteronomy 31:6  

Anna Mary SchumacherAnna Mary Schumacher  
And not only that, but weAnd not only that, but we  also boast in also boast in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance,produces endurance,   and endurance and endurance 
produces character, and character pro-produces character, and character pro-
duces hope.duces hope.  

Romans 5:3Romans 5:3--44  

Aden Edward WilliamsAden Edward Williams  
For theFor the  LordLord  is goodis good  and his love en-and his love en-
dures forever; his faithfulnessdures forever; his faithfulness  continues continues 
through all generations.through all generations.  

Psalm 100:5Psalm 100:5  

Ethan Christopher WilsonEthan Christopher Wilson  
For to this end we toil and struggle, be-For to this end we toil and struggle, be-
cause we have our hope set on the liv-cause we have our hope set on the liv-
ing God, who is the Savior of all people, ing God, who is the Savior of all people, 
especially of those who believe.especially of those who believe.  

1 Timothy 4:101 Timothy 4:10 

2019 Confirmand Faith Statements 
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Interested in baptism at St. 
Paul’s? Plan to attend the next 
baptism class on Sunday, Novem-
ber 17 at 9:45 am in the Chapel. 

Faith Formation  
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  8 

All preschool and ele-
mentary students will 
sing at the 10:30 am 
worship service on 
Sunday, November 10. 

 

 

It's getting cooler outside but April is already 
planning for summer 2020!  SPIRIT will be going 
to a Leech Lake, MN and staying on an indian 
reservation and learning from the Ojibwe 
tribe!  They will be gone June 21-27.  Remem-
ber to get your $100 deposit to April ASAP!  Par-
ents and students, talk to April if you have 
questions or are interested in going! 

Everyone is invited to go the AMI 
mosque off of 132nd and Pacific on 
November 6th at 7pm!  We're excit-
ed to join our neighbors at the 
American Muslim Institute for a 

time of prayer and conversation.  Make sure to join April and Pastor 
Paul on November 3 at 9:30 in the Library for a round table discus-
sion about the Muslim faith!  This is a great way to have a better un-
derstanding and foundation before we visit on November 6th!  We 
look forward to seeing you there and let April know if you have any 
questions! 

Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Formation.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 
April Taggs is Youth Ministry Coordinator.  Contact April at ataggs@splcomaha.org 

 

MILESTONE  

4-year-olds and non-
Kindergarten 5-year-olds, along 
with parents, are invited join An-
drea for a Prayer Milestone class 
on Sunday, November 3 at 9:45 
am in the chapel.   Parents, 
please plan to attend with your 
kids. You’ll learn about prayer 
and take home ideas to help your 
kids continue to pray at home. 

 

Advent GIFT  
(Growing in Faith Together)  

on Sunday, November 24 

 at 9:30 am in the Family Life Center  

 

All are welcome !                          
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Faith in Action 
Helping our Neighbors 

 

Our next new member class will be November 10, at 9:30am 
in the church Library. Come join us to discover the mission 
of St. Paul’s and to meet new friends. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Jan in the church office. 

The theme for this year in Stew-
ardship is: “Growing in Faith 
through Service and Generosity”.  
Disciples live out their faith in 
serving God by serving others 
and giving of their financial gifts 
to empower the mission of the 
church!  Stewardship is not a 
dirty word; maybe a misunder-
stood one, but not a bad vision 
for how we are called to live as 
followers of Christ.  In fact, we 
actually become stronger in our 
faith as we live out our baptismal 
calling by serving and sharing.   

The month of November is Stew-
ardship month, and pledge week 
is November 20-24.  This congre-
gation can only do the programs 
and ministries, which are the mis-
sion, because of your volunteer-
ing and material offerings. 

Our truth is this: when we care, 
we share; when we serve, we are 
showing the love of Christ. All 
this is done to say thank you and 
give glory to God in Jesus Christ! 

 
It’s a word you’re going to see 
and hear a lot as we discuss 
Stewardship at St. Paul’s. 

We recently adopted a new 
logo of a tree to help convey 
the theme of “Growing our 
Faith, through Service and 
Generosity”.  You will be see-
ing a lot of this tree as we dis-
cuss the many ways we each 
can grow personally as well as 
a congregation. 

God is very generous with his 
gifts to us.  Stewardship is 
about taking care of those gifts 
and sharing them with our 
neighbors, whether or not they 
are members of St. Paul’s.  We 
take care of people in many 
ways.  Lending a helping hand 
is so very important.  The 
many different programs we 
are involved with help people 
of all ages . . . members or not.  
Sometimes the things we do or 

the things we provide cost 
money.  If we can help our 
neighbor, we all benefit. 

St. Paul’s has a tremendous 
legacy of service and generosi-
ty, and the needs of our 
church family continue to 
grow.  The current needs are 
more than our combined giv-
ing . . . therefore we all need to 
prayerfully consider “Growing” 
our giving.   

As you consider your pledge 
for the coming year, please 
reflect on all the ways your 
involvement with others at St. 
Paul’s has helped you person-
ally grow your faith.  Then 
dream just a bit about how 
INCREASING YOUR GENEROSI-
TY in the year ahead will help 
others GROW THEIR FAITH 
THROUGH INCREASED GIVING 
AND SERVICE. 

Growing . . .  

BY  JERRY  WARNER, St. Paul’s Stewardship Committee 
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Faith in Action CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  10  

The things we do! 
Our CLC group has been busy!  
Here are some of the fun things 
we have been doing over the 
years.   

We get together several times a 
year to have a meal and game 
night, or just to eat, or go out to 
dinner.  This summer our group 
made a trip to the Cloisters on 
the Platte which was very moving 
(and then went out to eat).   

This year as well as last year, we 
hosted the Wine and Beer 
Tasting at Thunderhead Brewery. 
Everyone who attended enjoyed 
the fun, fellowship, supporting a 
good cause, and food!   

Our group also coordinates the 
Angel Tree program (see page 
12).  The families (list provided to 
us) of the children whose parent 
is incarcerated are contacted to 
obtain gift ideas for the children; 
we coordinate the bagging of the 
gifts for each family (and also en-
joy pizza!).  A few days before 
Christmas we deliver the gifts to 

Members of the group:  Doug and Bev Renken, Phil and Barb Hough, Jim MacDonald and 
Marie Witthoft, Jay and Sue Schroeder, Jerry and Naomi Warner,  

Sorting & delivering the Angel Tree gifts. 

Wine and Beer tasting at Thunderhead 
Brewery 

the families.  The families are al-
ways very appreciative of these 
gifts.   

We have also been seen ringing 
the bells for the Salvation Army 
in December at the Hobby Lobby 
in Millard.   

Our group prays together, and 
over the years we have grown in 
faith through numerous bible 
studies. 

As you can see, we have a recur-
ring theme revolving around food 
and eating.  I guess you can say 
we are true Lutherans – food and 
eating! 

Please let us know if you would 
like to assist our group in the tel-
ephone work, bagging and deliv-
ering of the Angel Tree gifts; 
training will be provided. 

Through involvement in the com-

munity and learning, this caring 
group provides opportunities to 
grow in faith, bond in friendship, 
have fun, and serve church and 
community. We strongly encour-
age the development of addition-
al active small groups in St. 
Paul’s. 



 Sharing Christ’s Message to Transform All Generations                                                                                                                                                                                                  12 

 

Faith in Action CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  11 

 
St. Paul’s hosts a free meal for mem-
bers of the community  every month.  
The meal is served from 11:30-12:30.  
Everyone is welcome to come, includ-
ing members of St. Paul’s.  Please share 
this information with your friends, col-
leagues and on your social media.   
Would you like to be a part of this min-
istry?  Consider volunteering for one or 
both shifts.   

For more information, contact  
Maia Young at maiayoung@icloud.com. 

Our next meals are 

 

November 23 
December 28 

 

 

 
Here’s what some people at St. 
Paul’s are saying about All-In 
Peer Ministry training:  

Addie: This has helped me to 
help others out when there is a 
need. 

This training has made it easier 
to talk to new people. 

Aden: I’ve really enjoyed the 
closeness and openness we have 
in our Peer Ministry group. 

Susie: All-In Peer Ministry Train-
ing is a wonderful way to help 
kids dig deep and learn to be 
truly intentional in their relation-
ships with their friends and 
classmates. 

Make plans to attend the “All-In 
Training” hosted by Faith For-
mation on Sunday, November 10 
beginning at noon. All-In will 
give us skills to listen well, ask 
good questions, aide another in 
seeking help, and caring for our 
neighbors. This is a free training 
for those in middle school 
through senior citizen. Lunch 
will be served. Let Emily or April 
know if you can attend. 

 

When mom or dad is in prison, 
their children are often the si-
lent sufferers. You can let them 
know they aren’t forgotten. 
Once again this year, St. Paul’s 
will be participating in Project 
Angel Tree. Give a child of a 
prisoner the joy of Christmas 
this year. The Angel Tree will be 
set up in the commons Novem-
ber 23rd and 24th for you to 
choose a child for whom you 
would like to buy a Christmas 
gift. You need to return the gifts 
to the church no later than De-

cember 11th so we can deliver 
the gifts to the children before 
Christmas.  This year we re-
quested 100 angels.  Those who 
have not participated in this 
program in the past, please 
consider it this year.   

We are looking for more volun-
teers to help us with the delivery 
of the Angel Tree gifts.   

Contact Sue Schroeder if you’re 
interested in helping in the de-
livery of the gifts. Thank you.   
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St. Paul’s  

Council 

Jared Collins, President  

Tom Wilson, Vice President 

Katie Mauseth, Secretary 

Mark Giesmann, Treasurer 

Susie Stieren 

Christine Karloff 

Jeff Hohenstein 

Council Highlights 
SUBMITTED  THIS  MONTH  BY  SUSIE  STIEREN,  COUNCIL MEMBER 

The St. Paul’s Church Council met 
on Tuesday, October 8th.  Going 
forward, all council meetings will 
be held on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30pm, instead of 
Mondays.  

Six Council members were pre-
sent; Tom Wilson participated via 
phone from Texas.  Pastor Paul 
was away at a Theological Con-
ference, but did submit a report, 
which was discussed along with 
all of the other ministry area re-
ports.  

Action items for the council in-
cluded voting to approve the 
continuation of Portico Gold + 
Benefits packages for staff mem-
bers, and a discussion of the cur-
rent state of our finances.  Mon-
ey had to be moved from the 
Long-Term Reserve to cover 
budget shortfalls.  We hope to 
not have to do that again for the 
remainder of 2019.  Jeff Hohen-
stein shared the Stewardship 
Committee’s upcoming plans for 
the Annual Giving Campaign for 
2020, which is called “Growing in 
Faith Through Service and Gener-
osity”. We encourage everyone 
to prayerfully consider their 

pledge for the upcoming year 
and bring those commitments to 
worship in November. 

We also discussed revitalizing a 
former welcoming ministry 
known as “Ambassadors”. Susie 
Stieren and Christine Karloff are 
contacting current St. Paul’s 
members about joining a com-
mittee to come up with ways we 
can all be more intentional about 
welcoming and connecting new 
members.   

We also further discussed our 
strategic planning process.  Alt-
hough we determined we would 
not engage in a full-scale, costly, 
lengthy process with a consultant 
from LEAD (Leading Everyday As 
Disciples), we would purchase 
LEAD’S “Annual Roadmap” – a 
one day planning program for 
council and staff to work through 
together to focus on our vision 
and values for the upcoming 
year.  Individual council members 
will contribute to pay for the kit, 
as we feel it is very important 
and will enhance our mission. 
The date for this planning will be 
determined.  

We voted to approve nine con-

firmands for membership and are 
excited to celebrate this step in 
their faith journey with them on 
October 27th!  

The next Council Meeting will be 
November 12th at 6:30pm.  The 
next Coffee with the Council will 
be the weekend of November 9th 
– please join us.  We look for-
ward to talking with members 
and are happy to address any 
questions or concerns you might 
have.   

 

Gracie Anne Troidl 
born July 26, 2019 

daughter of  
Chris and Erin Troidl 

Caleb Michael Thee Headley 
born June 12, 2019 

son of  
Mike and Kathy Headley 

Claire Annmarie Kampfe 
born July 11, 2019 

daughter of  
John and Kristen Kampfe 
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From St. Paul’s Library 

From the Book Club: 

As the temperature drops, our 
thoughts shift from warm, sunny 
days outside to cozy times inside, 
wrapped in a soft sweater with a 
cup of tea. Are you looking for a 
good book to read? Please check 
out our latest additions to the 
Library. 

Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Cal-
lahan 

Now a USA TODAY and Publishers 
Week-
ly bestseller! 
“Patti Callahan 
seems to have 
found the story 
she was born to 
tell in this tale of 
unlikely friend-
ship turned true 
love between Joy Davidman and 
C. S. Lewis that tests the bounds 
of faith and radically alters both 
of their lives. Their connection 
comes to life in Callahan’s expert 
hands, revealing a connection so 
persuasive and affecting, we 
wonder if there’s another like it 
in history. Luminous and pene-
trating.” 

Clabbered Dirt, Sweet Grass by 
Gary Paulsen 

Farm life is defined by work and 
the work, in turn, 
is defined by na-
ture—season to 
season, dawn to 
dusk. Gary 
Paulsen knows 
this well and in 
Clabbered Dirt, 
Sweet Grass he 

sends his readers on an unsenti-
mental journey to a place where 
simplicity and sweat are under-

November’s selection is The 
Things We Do for Love.  Another 
great read from Kristin Hannah! 
Angie had planned a “perfect” 
life!  Discover what can happen 
when things just don’t go the 
way you planned.  Back home 
with her family after heartbreak 
has happened, life takes a turn.  
The life of a teenager, not really 

wanted by her 
mom but deter-
mined to be suc-
cessful, intersects 
with Angie’s life.   

The story touches 
on many aspects 
of how we love 
each other and 

how opening up to the unex-
pected can bring joy and fulfill-
ment. 

We invite you to join us Wednes-
day November 13th in the church 
library at 10:00 for a discussion of 
this book.  There will be tea, 
coffee, a treat and plenty of good 
fellowship and conversation. 

December will be our annual 
Christmas tea and book ex-
change.  

 

B 
etty Pohl went to be 
with her Lord on Octo-
ber 9, 2019. She 

was preceded in death by her 
sister, Connie Blancett. Betty is 
survived by her loving hus-
band of 54 years, Dick; chil-
dren, Matt (Hannah) Pohl and 
Suzanne Oberle; 4 grandchil-
dren; siblings, Pat Kirk, Barb 
Smith and Jim Logeman; 
brother in law, Don Blancett; 
nieces, nephews and many 
dear friends. Her memorial 
service was held on October 
14th at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. 

stood and appreciated. The days 
are long, the work unceasing, the 
machinery treacherous, yet 
Paulsen manages to find good-
ness and grace in the simplest 
chore. A vanishing way of life—
never before has such a farm sto-
ry been told.  
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“Emergence” – series on NBC, 
Tuesday nights at 9pm.  I really 
got hooked on this series; the 
acting, storyline, and struggle be-
tween power, innocence, and evil 
make for both entertaining and 
thoughtful television.  This 
doesn’t happen very often.  I am 
looking forward to seeing where 
this series goes; I hope it can con-
tinue to be creative and not fall 
into old patterns of canned pro-
gramming.  We should talk after 
you watch this one.   

“It 2” – rated R; currently in the 
theaters, soon to be released on 
DVD and Blue-Ray.  This Stephen 
King horror flick is the second 
installment of this massive tome 
of a story about a demonic pres-
ence that inhabits a small town in 
Maine.  The first “It” had the he-
roes as children; this time they 
are adults and the violence and 
scariness is doubled!  One of the 
themes in this movie is that the 
denial of evil is true evil, and 
quite deadly for both body and 
soul.  The book is huge, and the 
movies try hard but never quite 
get to the level of classic Stephen 
King.  After you watch this movie, 
we can talk about it.   1/2 

“Ad Astra”—rated PG-13; cur-
rently in the theaters, soon to be 
released on Pay-Per-View, DVD 
and Blue-Ray.  The parable is set 
in the future, using space explo-
ration to carry a very insightful 
vision of what it means to be hu-
man and blessed!  There is plenty 
of action and special effects; oc-
casionally it moves a bit slow, but 
the story combined with many 
God and Spirit references makes 
for a remarkable film.   After you 
watch this movie, we should talk.  

1/2 
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Second Mile Offering 
Being a Good Neighbor 

November will provide two op-
portunities to support worth-
while ministries.  On the weekend 
of November 9-10, we will sup-
port the Armed Forces Ministries.  
The money collected in the past 
has helped purchase care pack-
ages for our members serving on 
Active Duty.  Their pictures and a 
bit of information about each are 
displayed on the bulletin board in 
the Commons.  There is also a 
banner with their names in the 
sanctuary.  If you have a family 
member who is on active duty 
that the church does not know 
about, please let the office know. 

On the weekend of November 23-
24 our second mile offering will 
be collected for Table Grace Min-
istries.  Table Grace Ministries 

and Café is 
a non-
profit out-
reach min-
istry that 
has had a 
great im-
pact on the 

Omaha area since 2008.  Estab-
lished to feed hungry bodies and 
souls, they provide a lunch of piz-
za, salad, and soup for everyone, 
Monday – Friday 11-2 and Satur-
day 10 – 3 at 16111/

2 Farnam St. 
in downtown Omaha.  Matt We-
ber, founder and chef trained at 
the Culinary School of the Natu-
ral Gourmet Institute for Food 
and Healing. 

 

 

Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
https://twitter.com/splcomaha 

https://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

The St. Paul’s Connection  
is a publication of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402-895-3366 
Publication deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Articles/photos/suggestions may 
be submitted to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

 

There is no cash register; you pay 
what you can. Some people work 
in the kitchen or restaurant to 
offset the cost of their meal.  
“Our goal is that everyone, re-
gardless of economic status, de-
serves the chance to eat wonder-
ful food while being treated with 
respect and dignity.” (Website 
Table Grace Ministries http://
www.tablegracecafe.com/). 

Table Grace has a 10-day job 
training program to help those 
who would like to work in food 
preparation. They also provide 
assistance to find employment 
after the training.   

If you have not been to Table 
Grace Cafe, I would encourage 
you to go.  On Tuesdays there is 
music at noon and a Bible study 
at 1:00. 

Save Receipts and 
Help Fund our Mission 
Help St. Paul’s raise $1,000 or 
more!   Save your cash register re-
ceipts from Family Fare or Bag & 
Save grocery stores and bring them 
to the church.  There is a collection 
canister on the Welcome Center 
counter in the Commons.  For every 
$150,000 in receipts from any Spar-
tan Nash Finch grocery store (there 
are other brand stores throughout 
the U.S.), they will donate $1,000 to 
our church through their Direct 
Your Dollars community support 
program.  Old receipts will work 
because they do not expire.  Please 
bring original receipts (no photo-
copies); we will tabulate them and 
hopefully raise money for the 
church to fund mission work. 



Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

November, 2019 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 12 
Church Staff Meetings   9:30 a.m.  Tue. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Facility Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 4 
Faith Bible Study    1:00 p.m.  Thu. 14 
Faith in Action Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.   Tue. 19 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Thur. 7 
Grace Circle    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 25 
Hope Circle    1:00 p.m.  Thur. 21 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m.  Sun. 10 
Library Team Meeting   9:30 a.m.  Wed. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Love Circle    11:30 a.m. Wed. 20 
Memorial Committee Meeting  1:30 p.m. Mon. 18 
Mission Quilters    9:00 a.m. Mon. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Monday Night Quilters   6:30 p.m. Mon. 4, 11, 18, 25 

 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Commons  12:30 p.m. Tue. 12, 26 
Exercise Class     8:15 a.m.  Mon. 4, 11, 18, 25 
     8:15 a.m.  Fri.  1, 8, 15, 22 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 4 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thu. 7 
Tai Chi          9:00 a.m.  Tue.  5, 12, 19, 26 
  9:00 a.m.  Thu. 7, 14, 21 

 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
Baptism Class     9:45 a.m. Sun. 17 
Communion Milestone Retreat 11:30 a.m. Sun. 10 
Faith Formation Classes   7:00 p.m.  Wed. 6, 13, 20 
New Testament You Never Knew Bible Study 
     6:30 p.m.  Thu. 7, 14, 21 
Peer Ministry Retreat  11:30 a.m. Sun. 17 
Romans Bible Study   9:30 a.m.  Sun. 3 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study             11:00 a.m. Tue. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Thursday Morning Bible Study            10:00 a.m. Thu. 7, 14, 21 
Thursday Morning Bible Study              6:30 a.m. Thu. 7, 14, 21 
Wednesday Morning Book Club          10:00 a.m. Wed. 13 

 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ   7:00 p.m.    Wed. 6, 13, 20 

Worship Team Rehearsal   4:30 p.m.  Sat. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Worship Team Rehearsal   8:00 p.m.  Wed. 6, 13, 20 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 4, 11, 18, 25 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Thu. 21 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Sunday Worship Service   8:30 a.m.    Sun. 3, 10, 17, 24 
                10:30 a.m.   Sun. 3, 10, 17, 24 
    6:30 p.m.   Wed. 6, 13, 20 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

The New Testament You Never Knew  
Bible Study 

Thursday, November 7, 14, 21 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

Veteran’s Day Brunch 
November 10  9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

 
New Member Class 

November 10 @ 9:30 a.m. 
 

Church Wide Pot Luck 
November 17 @ 11:30 a.m. 

 
Community Meal 

Saturday, November 23 @11:30 a.m. 
 



November 2—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Bev Steinbaugh, 

Jane Coen, Jim MacDonald 

Marie Witthoft 

Greeter-Sid Rames 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Carolyn Badtke 

Video-Sid Rames 

Audio-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, 

Russ Owens 

 

November 3—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Cantor-John Schumacher 

Communion-Karen Hansen, 

 Barb Saighman 

Tony & Chelsey Schommer 

Greeter-Patrick Runge, Sally Runge 

Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Sofia Schommer 

Reader-John vonDohren 

Video-Renate Witt 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Bill Averman 

 

November 3—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Holden Campbell, 

Tori Karloff 

Communion-Kathy Bruneteau, 

Doug & Bev Renken, Cathy Bourne, 

Keith Snodgrass, Leslie Nelson, 

Toni Flermoen, Sue Schroeder 

Greeter-Doug & Bev Renken, 

Jim & Mary Jo Larson 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 

Prayers-Steve & Christine Karloff 

Reader-Ted Luedke 

Video-Jackie Chuol 

Audio-Cheryl Franko 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, Brock Flowers, 

John Bourne, Jay Schroeder 

 

November 9—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-Bev Steinbaugh 

Prayers-Ellie Woehler 

Reader-Bev Steinbaaugh 

Video-Jeanette Swope 

Audio-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Todd Whitham, Keith Simmons 

 

 

November 10—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Erin Rodgers 

Greeter-Gary & Denise Winter 

Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Denise Winter 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bill Koile 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Bill Averman 

 

November 10—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeters-Alex & Tami Williams, 

Tony & Judy Gray 

Hospitality-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Cory Juma 

Video-Jackie Chuol 

Audio-Bryan Kreun 

Ushers-Cory Juma, Jeff Hohenstein, 

Scott Custard, Mark Giesmann 

 

November 16—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Jill Chleborad,Eunice Woehler 

Greeters-Karla Neemann 

Prayers-Ellie Woehler 

Reader-Kristi McKamy 

Video-Sid Rames 

Audio-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Doug Wallace, 

Russ Owens 

 

November 17—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Kristin Ronnenkamp 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb,  

Betty Neben 

Arley & JoAnn Thompson 

Greeter-Karen Hansen, Nancy Steil 

Hospitality-Steve & Nancy Steil 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Karen Hansen 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Arno Neben 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl,  

Bill Averman 

 

 

 

 

 

November 17—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Holden Campbell 

Communion-Judy Petersen 

Fred & Suzie Sagedal,  

Phil & Barb Hough, Jan Wilson, 

Ardis McDonald, Pat Zimmerman 

Greeter-3rd Grade S.S. Class 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Barb Hough 

Video-Sophie Harris 

Audio-Bill Koile 

Ushers-Gary McDonald, Jay Schroeder, 

Alex Williams, Ted Luedke 

 

November 23—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Vicky Marquardt 

Video-Tammy Baumann 

Audio-Willie Baumann 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, 

Keith Simmons 

 

November 24—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Janet Henthorn 

Greeter-Arley & JoAnn Thompson 

Hospitality-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Janet Henthorn 

Video-Linda Kuehl 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 

Bill Averman 

 

November 24—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Jackie Chuol 

Greeter-Chris & Teri Cain, 

Larry & Gloria Bartels 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Jennifer Collins 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Jim Nissen 

Ushers-John Bourne, Scott Custard, 

Cory Juma, Brock Flowers 

 

 

Worship Servants for November, 2019 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


