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Have you ever said thank you to the per-
son who picks up your garbage or the cus-
todian who cleans the school or office?  
Have you ever thanked the folks from the 
lawn service who work on your lawn or 
the maid service at the hotel you were at?  
Have you ever thanked the plumber or 
electrician, the pizza delivery, FedEx, 
UPS or the mail person?   Saying thank 
you is what my mom taught me and I’m 
sure you were taught this as well. 

This especially came to mind when I saw 
a video of a driver knock over a sanitation 
worker with his car, because he could not 
drive through the narrow street.   This is 
not gratitude, but an attitude of contempt.  

Being grateful is an important life skill.  
Being grateful changes the way a person 
looks at the world and others.  Being 
grateful is what God calls us to be. 

Some have accused the younger genera-
tions of operating in a manner that says 
they are entitled.  Trust me, every genera-
tion at one time or another has acted that 
way.  But it is the lack of appreciation and 

PASTOR’S  LOGOS  (WORD) 
the loss of the common courtesy to say; 
“thank you!” that makes us less.  

For followers of Christ, giving thanks and 
praise to God should be expected.  Be-
cause we know what God has done for us 
and all the world through his Son.  There 
should be no hesitation to expressing our 
gratitude to God.   Yet, how we live our 
lives in the world and how we treat others, 
are some of the most powerful ways to 
give God our thanks and praise.  

I believe it is more critical than ever that 
we find the time to show care, respect, 
compassion, thoughtfulness and courtesy 
to those who work hard to make our lives 
better.  With the holidays coming upon us 
and the retail frenzy that comes with 
Christmas shopping, it is easy to lose pa-
tience, making it a challenge to show our 
gratitude.   How we treat those who serve 
us, how we show respect and appreciation 
to those who do the tasks that we cannot, 
or will not do, can be a model for others, 
especially the younger generations.    

Being grateful to God and others for what 

has been given to us is expected, but also 
modeled.  Remember words matter . . . 
kind words, grateful words, respectful 
words can change the hearts and minds of 
those we meet in life.    

We should be mindful of our appreciation 
of what God has done through Jesus and 
through others.  There is no doubt in my 
mind that some of God’s best work is 
done through the efforts of the baker who 
makes the morning donuts, or the me-
chanic who works on our cars,  the day-
care worker who cares for our little ones 
or the teacher who empowers our kids. 

Blest people are a grateful people!  We are 
a blest people in ways too numerous to 
count.  We are called to show gratitude for 
the love bestowed upon us by God 
through Jesus.  We are called to give God 
our thanks and praise for what we are 
given.  We are called to say thank you to 
those who serve God and neighbor.  
That’s what God’s Word says and so does 
my mom! 

Amen! 
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Worship:  Why do Things Have to Change?! 

I must confess that, as I was planning my 
articles out for this year nearly 11 months 
ago, I had no idea that we would be in the 
midst of a time when our worship services 
were looking VERY different for some of 
us by the time this topic came around. 
Sometimes, the Spirit simply knows how 
to plan ahead better than even the strong-
est of dreamers, prophets and visionaries 
we have in our congregation.  

So: why do things have to change in wor-
ship?  

Or, perhaps a more honest way of asking 
the question: why do we move parts of our 
service around, take out pieces of worship, 
or flat out do things differently in worship, 
particularly when we have a strong order 
and reason for the way things have always 
been done? 

Change in worship isn't a new thing. 
Many of you will remember when Roman 

PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 

After eight weeks at home with my newborn son, I am officially 
back in the saddle!  I loved spending that time at home, and yet I 
am excited to be back and am enjoying the change of pace . . . 
there is no lack of activity around St. Paul’s!  We have had a busy 
fall with a variety of opportunities to connect with each other as a 
congregation, as well as learning more about what it means to be 
part of the Lutheran Church, from our roots to our future.  Look-
ing ahead, we will explore our connection to the greater church, 
beginning with our celebration of All Saints weekend.  Through 
the month of November, we will continue to connect to our faith 
and the saints of the church as we remember that God calls us to 
be good stewards of our time, finances, and spiritual gifts. Decem-
ber brings the season of Advent and a focus on waiting for the 
miracle that is to come.  
 
Here are a few dates to remember: 
 
November 4/5 – All Saints weekend 
 
 

 

Catholic churches still conducted services 
entirely in Latin. And, there are many 
parts of the country that have memories of 
Lutheran services being spoken in Ger-
man. Part of the reason worship changed 
then was due to the cultural shift within 
the worshipping community. If worship 
isn't accessible for all people, it quickly 
becomes irrelevant as well.  

Accessible worship means different things 
to different people though. Attaching gen-
erations to assumptions about the style of 
music isn’t a fair decision. As someone 
who situates somewhere between a Gen 
X'er and a Millennial myself, I love sing-
ing the hymns I grew up with more than I 
prefer most Contemporary music. But, the 
relevancy of modernized prayers, creeds 
and call to worships speaks to my soul and 
offers praise to God in ways that are new.  

And so, we change things around in wor-

ship to continue to reflect our culture. But 
we also move the order around, and occa-
sionally remove pieces of the order for a 
season, because it catches your attention.  

When we notice a piece of the liturgy, 
which is "the work of the people," is new, 
or different, or even missing, we focus on 
it more than we might when we find our-
selves in a routine. All of a sudden, it may 
literally feel as though our "work" has 
changed; our goal isn't to cause grief, but 
to inspire thoughtful reflection as to why 
that piece of work, of worship, has gained 
such importance and meaning in the first 
place. I am always open to conversation 
around why certain pieces of worship are 
relevant – within our sanctuary, but, more 
so as a part of our faith formation. Come 
with your questions!  

See you in church!  

Pastor Sarah  

WORSHIP 
Erin Rodgers is the Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

November 11/12 – Veterans 
Day weekend; former Bishop 
DeFreese, guest preacher 
 

 

November 18/19 – Commitment weekend 

November 25/26 – Christ the King weekend 
 

 

November 29 – Midweek Advent services begin 
with the Hanging of the Greens congregational 
event 
December 3 – Weekend Advent services begin 
 

 

December 23 – No Saturday evening service 

December 24 – 9:30 a.m. Advent service 
December 24 – 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., 11:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve services 
December 27 – No midweek service 

December 31 – One service at 9:30 a.m.  
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HERE’S WHAT’S  HAPPENING  THIS  MONTH . . . 

Wednesday Meals Aid National Youth Gathering 

Since September 13th, we have had six meals lead by our youth who are going to Hou-
ston for the National Youth Gathering in June, 2018. These meals and the Fat Tuesday 
Mardi Gras Party are the only FUNdraisers the youth will be working to prepare for our 
trip.  We are able to reduce any money asking because this congregation has supported 
our mission trip work so very graciously! We have enough money in the bank to make 
the trip available to our youth. Each youth is putting in 40% out of their pocket (or their 
parents’ pocket) and have worked the last two years to put the other 60% of costs into 
our dedicated account for mission trips. Again, a BIG thank you to this caring congre-

gation. 

So here is the tally so far on the Wednesday home cooked meals: $876.00 for six meals!   

We have decided not to serve any store bought pizza this year and folks are very appre-
ciative. We are averaging 70+ hungry folks a week. We had 50+ last year. We are also 
tithing (10%) of our proceeds to our partners in ministry, The Oaks Indian Mission of 
Oaks, Oklahoma. This ELCA supported ministry is much like a native tribes Boys 
Town . . . but in Oklahoma. They have graciously invited us to bunk in their facilities on 
the way down and back up for our Houston Trip.  

Here is the menu for the rest of the 2017 calendar year. BIG thanks to our prep cooks, 
Lindy Hoyer and Donna Nomad with assistance from Nik Nomad and taste tester Zak 
Nomad.  

                November 1:  Tater Tot Casserole by Houston Group # 1 
                November 8:  Taco Bake with Spanish Rice by Erica Peek and her Boys 
                November 15:  Meatball Sliders and a Veggie Tray by Houston Group #4 
                November 22:  No Meal, Thanksgiving Week 
                November 29:  Gabe’s Pasta Carbonara by Houston Group #2 
                December 6:  Spaghetti Bake by the Grace Circle Ladies 
                December 13:  Walking Tacos by Houston Group #3 
 

Come on out and support our youth with a home cooked meal 

5:30 pm on Wednesdays!  

November is About  

Giving Thanks! 
All during November you will see in our 
worships and programs information print-
ed, on video or on line about how we re-
spond with our thanksgiving to God 
through the mission of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church.    

The first weekend in November we give 
thanks for the saints who have gone to 
heaven and the lives given to celebrate 
their love for God people.  The second 
weekend of the month we give thanks for 
the service of the men and women who 
have served and currently are serving in 
the military.   On the third weekend of the 
month we lift up the role all of us play in 
making the mission at St. Paul’s go for-
ward with our stewardship/commitment 
Sunday.  The fourth weekend of the 
month is the last Sunday of the church 
calendar and giving thanks for Christ the 
King.   

The last Wednesday of the month is the 
beginning of Advent and the celebration of 
God’s greatest gift of all.  In others words, 
November is all about giving thanks to 
God!   

LYON Event  

November 17-19 

Our high schoolers will be headed to 

Grand Island the weekend of Novem-

ber 17-19 for the Synod Event known 

as LYON. The Lutheran Youth of 

Nebraska brings 200+ youth together 

for our annual retreat and gathering. 

We will report on our trip at  a Temple 

Talk in December. 

The Middle School Youth (grades 6-8) are invited to come out to Carol Joy Holling Camp 
in Ashland for a weekend retreat on November  3-5. The theme of God Chooses You will 
enhance a fun packed weekend that takes a full week of Summer Camp and rocks it for a 
weekend! This is only $40 and the registration link is below. 

http://cjhcenter.org/god-chooses-you 
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WELCA Projects Dedication November 4 & 5 

St .Paul’s Women of the ELCA continue to move forward in 2017. We are a Communi-
ty of Women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. We commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action and promote healing 
and wholeness in the church, in society and the world. This was the Purpose Statement 
drawn up in 1988. Much of what women in the Lutheran church had done over the 
years still continues as they did back then and years and years before: Bible studies, mis-
sion work throughout the world, prayer support, and yes, serving church suppers  funer-
als and weddings. These projects all are still part of our story, but we have added new 
ministries: sponsoring education and business opportunities for women in our own coun-
try and in countries across the globe. We sponsor clean water projects, malaria research 
and prevention, resettlement of refugees. Women of the ELCA promote awareness of 
and participate in campaigns to put an end to human trafficking. At the center of every-
thing we do is the study of God’s word and seeking to serve our Lord and His Kingdom.    

Many of our studies still happen in the Circle format, but we also have material available 
to women of all ages through online magazines, devotions 
and Facebook discussions.  We reach out to the community 
and the world through our strong connections to Lutheran 

World Relief. St. Paul’s contri-
butions grow each year. With 
recent disasters, some of our 
projects could be used to serve 
our fellow Americans.  Love 
Circle sponsors Health Kits, 
containing personal care and hygiene items, Grace Circle 
sponsors school kits, Faith Bible Study sponsors Layettes 

with infant care items which often are an encouragement for 
women to seek hospital care for the birth of healthy babies.  
Then, of course, we have the Mission Quilters who sponsor all 

the beautiful quilts which may 
become someone’s bed or cover 
or even their only shelter. One of 
our own members recalls seeing 
quilts arrive in her village in Su-
dan when she was 12 years old.  
This gives us a very special connection! While these groups 
are sponsors of the projects, you as a congregation have 
been huge participants in donating materials, assembling 
kits and tying quilts in lots of different times and places with 

women , men and kids all working together to be able to send these gifts out to our 
brothers and sisters who need them. At this point we have 180 layettes, 11 sewing kits, 
210 school kits, 86 health kits and 336 quilts and counting!   

All these projects will be dedicated the weekend of November 4 and 5th and we’ll tie 

quilts to the very end! During that service, our annual Thankoffering will be collect-

ed. The weekend of October 21 & 22, the drop in the bucket collection went to help with 
the expense of shipping these projects.    

 

HERE’S WHAT’S  HAPPENING  THIS  MONTH  (CONTINUED) . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanging of the Greens 
On Wednesday, November 29th we will 
celebrate the “Hanging of the Greens” to 
begin the season of Advent.  This Educa-
tional Worship features: Hymns of the 
season, the reading of the Nativity Story, 
the presentation and explanations of the 
Advent and Christmas symbols involving 
all ages. 

It all begins at 5:30 pm with the meal, 6:30 
pm worship “Hanging of the Greens”.   
Following the worship we will prepare the 
church by decorating for Advent and 
Christmas.  We will also have the oppor-
tunity for the creating of decorations to be 
used in worship or at home.  There will be 
something for young and old and every-
one in between. 

From the lighting of Advent Candles, the 
singing of Christmas hymns, putting up 
wreaths, displaying poinsettia, to the set-
ting up of the nativity scene, this will be a 
wonderful time to learn about Advent and 
Christmas, as well as create a beautiful 
setting to worship the Christ Child here at 
St. Paul’s. 

Remember Wednesday, November 29th, 

Food, Fellowship, Worship, Learn and 
Create at the “Hanging of the Greens”.          



Frustrated About Kids in Church? Something’s Gotta Change 
By: Christina Embree at www.refocusministry.org 

A wise person once shared with my hus-
band that “Frustration is the difference 
between expectation and reality.”  He 
went on to say, “If you are frustrated, you 
will need to either change your expecta-
tion or you will need to change your reali-
ty.” 

As we continue to have conversations 
about including all generations in corpo-
rate worship, I think it might be wise for 
us to do consider this idea. In the past, the 
church has chosen to “change the reality.”  
When children and youth were seen as 
distracting or having specialized needs 
that couldn’t be met in a corporate wor-
ship setting, the church changed the reali-
ty. We removed them from the space, put 
them in their own spaces, and separated 
the generations from one another as much 
as possible. 

However, time has revealed to us some 
unintended consequences of this age seg-
regation model adopted in the mid-20th 
century. And it’s not just in the church; 
our whole culture bought into the idea that 
separating generations is a good idea . . . but 
we were wrong. 

Researchers have found that among the 
unforeseen results of age segregation are 
things like “negative stereotypes and peo-
ple feeling isolated from each other” and 
“features of antisocial behavior and to 
socialization for competitiveness and ag-
gressiveness.” (www.bostonglobe.com). 

In the church, Dr. Kara Powell shares that 
“A lot of kids aren’t going to both youth 
group and church on Sundays; they’re just 
going to youth group. As a result, gradu-
ates are telling us that they don’t know 
how to find a church. After years at the 
kids’ table, they know what youth group 
is, but they don’t know what church 
is.” (www.christianitytoday.com). 

Changing our reality doesn’t seem to have 
worked. In fact, it seems to have really 
hurt us in the long run. We are losing 
generations. 

So what if instead of that, we changed our 
expectations? 

Because we’ve grown up in an era where 
generations were segregated and separated 
from one another, we’ve grown to expect 
church to be a place that is tailored to 
meet our needs. We expect that we would 
have a certain experience at church and 
we expect others to have a similar one. 
We go to church for certain expected rea-
sons (to worship, to hear a sermon, to 
grow in our faith, to get re-charged, to be 
with our friends). And those expectations 
often fail to be met when we put the gen-
erations in one room together. 

If we were to change our expectations, 
what would that look like?  What expecta-
tions could we have instead? 

Expect the church to be more than  
Sunday morning 
When we look at the church of the New 
Testament, we find a group of people who 
are doing life together. They aren’t meet-
ing once a week to have their needs met; 
they are invested in one another all week 
long, meeting one another’s needs 
throughout that time so that there’s not a 
one shot fix on Sunday morning. 

What if our expectation was that there are 
times for both worship together, all gener-
ations, and discipleship apart, meeting the 
specific developmental needs of each gen-
eration?  What if our expectation was 
both/and not either/or? 

Expect children to be children 

There is no way a five-year-old is going to 
come to church to “get something” out of 
the sermon.  And because of that, it’s easy 
to say that kids don’t get anything out of 

church. But we are putting adult expec-
tations on non-adults. 

What if we adjusted those expectations 
so that children could be children?  They 
will “get something” out of church, but 
it likely won’t be the same things adults 
will (www.refocusministry.org).  

Expect the church to be family 

Sociologists have said “in contemporary 
Western societies, which are marked by 
widespread institutional, spatial, and 
cultural age segregation, only the family 
survives as an age-integrated institu-
tion.” (journals.sagepub.com)  But the 
church, as seen in Scripture, is to be like 
a family; one body with many parts, but 
one body nonetheless. 

If we expect our church to be like family 
then we would expect to hear the littles 
crying, the bigs talking, the older sharing 
and the younger learning. We would 
expect to be together.  

I can’t help but wonder if we shifted our 
expectations to ones like these, would 
our Sunday mornings (and Wednesday 
nights and Friday afternoons) begin to 
look and feel different to us?  Would we 
begin to see church as something more 
than a once-a-week re-charge and more 
of a communal way of living where we 
do life together?  And would our chil-
dren and youth and our seniors and 
elderly all know that they have a place at 
our family table? And, perhaps, would 
we be a little less frustrated when we 
hear a child cry in service, laugh during 
a sermon, wiggle and squirm at the dox-
ology, run up to the altar for commun-
ion or dance during the worship service? 

Perhaps.  Perhaps it is time to change 
our expectations. 
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CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY  
Emily Dalen is the Director of Children’s and Family Ministry at St. Paul’s.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

I recently received this blog post in my inbox and found its theme to be an interesting one. I appreciate its discussion regarding our expecta-
tions of church and what the church is called to be.  
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Our middle schoolers and high schoolers watch the kids at the church with pizza, 
pop, a movie and other games and crafty things.  

Last month after PNO, our “sitters” went to 
Urban Air and closed the place down!  

LAST  MONTH  AT  ST.  PAUL’S 

During the month of October we em-
barked on a month of Cross+Generational 
Learning. It was a gift to have James 
Hersch join us for the first week and all 
ages learned more about Luther’s Solas, or 
Alones, which were Grace, Scripture, 
Christ, and Faith. Plan to come to the 
November 19 Cross+Generational Ad-

vent Learning time. 

Last month we had our 6th Parents Night Out since Dec. 2015! These events are not a fund-
raising endeavor . . . they are a big thank you to our church folks who have little ones at 
home. PNO provides a chance to get out and socialize with other members. Most families 
catch a movie and dinner or just go home and nap! The little ones love it. Our 6-12 grade 
youth love it because we usually go out after the little kids are back home. The parents love 
the chance to get out. The Free Will Offering covers the costs, so we don’t spend any extra 
money. I call this event a Win, Win, Win, Win! Watch for the Christmas shopping version 
of PNO in early December. Actual date TBA.  

Parents Night Out #6 
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Levi Preston Zentner 

son of Seth and Laurel Zentner 
born on August 21, 2017 

Landon James Fanta 
son of Ken and Abby Fanta 

born on July 20, 2017 
 

Thomas “Tommy” Zachary Baugh 
son of Adam and Nichole Baugh 

 born on December 4, 2016 
 

Cohen Andrew Smith 
son of Andrew and Cassandra Smith 

born on August 22, 2017 
 

Talik Alexander Spevak Runge 
son of Patrick and Mary Beth Runge 

born on January 11, 2003 
 

Trenel Joseph Spevak Runge 
son of Patrick and Mary Beth Runge 

born on March 20, 2004 
 

Harper Helen Hansen 
daughter of Marcus and Sarah Hansen 

born on August 20, 2017 

LAST  MONTH  AT  ST.  PAUL’S  (CONTINUED) 

 

   

 

Crossroads Connection 
Meal Served October 29 
 

Chicken & rice, broccoli, salad and des-
sert was prepared by our volunteers and 
served to 40 prisoners and their families 
at Trinity Lutheran Church. (l-r) Jayda 
Hammer, Rick Stark, Jacey Hammer, 
Joel Christensen, Susie Sagedal, Colleen 
Christensen, Lynda Nicholson, Margo 
Samples, Craig Stevens and Fred 
Sagedal. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our 2017 Affirmation of Baptism Class! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Affirmation of Baptism Celebration and The 500 Reformation Service occurred 
on October 29 at 9:30 am. Affirmed and Confirmed this year are the following 
thirteen youth: twelve 9th graders and one 10th grader.   

 

Sabrina Marie Delaney 
Matthew Jason DeLong 
Jayden Michael Heilig 
Marc Frederick Hoyer 
Lou Everett Jurgensen 
Ryan James Larsen 

Lia Nicole Miller (grade 10) 

Olivia Rose Palmer 
Jacob Ernest Sauer 

Talik Alexander Spevak Runge 
Anna Grace Stieren 

Margaret (Meg) Jean Williams 
Mia Rae Wolff 
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November 12th weekend our second mile 
offering will be collected to support our 
Armed Forces Ministry.   Our church has a 
great appreciation for our women and men 
who serve in the armed services and our 
veterans.  At Christmas, our church sends 
care packages to those individuals who are 
on active duty.  Currently we have 4 mem-
bers of our congregation serving.  They are: 
Major Arne Gjere at Anderson AFB, 
Guam; Major Libby Badke Music and 
Major Stephen Music at Ramstein AFB, 
Germany; and Major Paula Neeman at 
Fairchild AFB, Washington. On a bulletin 
board, to the right of the sanctuary, in the 
Commons you can see their pictures and 
read about their current assignments. There 
also is a banner in the sanctuary that lists 
their names.  We send a big thank you to 
Gary Norenberg for coordinating this min-
istry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 25 and 26 a second mile 
offering will be collected to offset the costs 
of our Community Meals Ministry and the 
Crossroads Connections Ministry.  We 
serve six Community Meals at First Baptist 
Church in downtown Omaha for the 
homeless and vulnerable in that part of the 
city.  Next year’s dates have been decided 
so please put them on your calendar so you 
can participate.  The Saturday morning 

dates for 2018 are February 10, April 7, 

June 9, August 11, October 27 and No-

vember 24.  Thank you to Maia Young for 
coordinating the meals for this ministry 
and also to the many from our church who 
provide desserts, cook, serve and fellow-
ship with those who come to eat. 

Crossroads Connection of Omaha “is a 
community of churches in the Omaha Metropol-
itan area who have joined together to assist pris-

on inmates in their transition back to life outside 
of prison.  We work to bridge the gap in the 
current penal system by helping former inmates 
find their way back into society through the 
caring support of Christ's followers.” Two 
times a year, in the months when there is a 
fifth Sunday, St. Paul’s members serve a 
meal to and fellowship with the inmates 
and their families and two times a year we 
lead the worship at Trinity Lutheran 
Church in North Omaha.  In 2018, meals 

will be served Sundays April 29 and Sep-

tember 30 and we will lead worship July 
29 and December 30. Please consider giv-
ing your time as well as money to help this 
ministry.  Thank you to Colleen Christen-
sen and Lynda Nicholson for coordinating 
these meals and to our staff for leading the 
worship. Our last worship service for 2017 
will be December 31. 

In December, our offerings will be collect-
ed to support the cost of the missions sup-
ported by Lutheran World Relief and our 
church outreach to Iglesia Luterana Cristo 
Rey Church in South Omaha. 

Your generous giving to support these min-
istries is greatly appreciated.  

THE  SECOND  MILE   

All council members were present, along 
with both Pastors.  The meeting opened 
with a devotional and prayer from Ecclesi-
astes about the changing seasons. 

Pastor Reports were heard and discussed.  
Emphasis was placed on the need for build-
ing relationships.  Pastor Paul reported that 
the Wednesday Worship Service is grow-
ing in number and suggested it be offered 
year-round to meet the needs of our busy 
congregation.  Pastor Sarah reported that 
the small group ministry planning group 
was gathering information and taking time 
to organize. Cross-generational events have 
been offered during the Education Hour 
this month to build relationships between 
multiple age groups. 

The Finance Report was submitted.  In-
come was about $20,000 less than expenses 
in September.  The long-term reserve will 
continue to be needed to meet expenses 
until giving increases. 

Megan Moslander was present to submit a 
report and discuss the upcoming Commit-
ment Sunday in November.  We ask the 
congregation to prayerfully consider in-
creasing their pledge to the church as much 
as possible for the upcoming year. 

All other reports from staff members and 
committees were submitted and discussed.  
No votes were required. 

An Advent devotional booklet is being put 
together with contributions from individual 

council, staff, and congregation members. 
It will be a great way to prepare for the 
season of Christmas with scripture and 
personal perspectives using the Faith 5 
format!  

A continuing resolution is being researched 
regarding the use of the family life center. 
More will be discussed at the next meeting. 

Please note: The date of the January Semi-

Annual Congregational Meeting was 

changed from January 28th to January 21st 

by unanimous vote. 

The next Church Council meeting will be 

Monday, November 13, 2017 at 6:30 pm. 

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS                                                    Submitted this month by Susie Stieren, Council President 



“The Foreigner” film is currently in the 
theaters and rated PG-13.  I am not neces-
sarily a Jacki Chan fan, but he was very 
good in this action thriller.  The star plays 
a man who lost his daughter in a terrorist 
bombing.  It is his goal to seek justice or 
revenge . . . depending on your perspec-
tive.  There are plot twists and the bad 
guys don’t always appear to be so.  Vio-
lence is never the final answer and even 
this film makes that clear.  After you 
watch this movie we should talk.   
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“It” the movie is currently in theaters and 
rated R.  I have read and watched Stephen 
King’s books and films over the years and 
“It” by far was one of his most frighten-
ing.  This film was scary but nowhere near 
the book or what it could have been.  The 
concept that people will sometimes ignore 
evil, as long as it doesn’t negatively affect 
them, is well portrayed in this horror flick.  
Nazi Germany has a strange parallel here.  
This film was fun in a frightening sort of 
way, but not great.  After you watch it let 
me know what you think.  

The book “Origin” by Dan Brown follows 
the same pattern of many of Brown’s 
books that put the church (Roman Catho-
lic) as the villain or at least a powerful 
antagonist.  The science versus religion 
debate is not that big an issue to me, but 
some of you might find it interesting.  This 
novel challenges our understanding of 
what is life and how we see our relation-
ship to all of life.  This book is both spir-
itual and religious, scientific and dramatic.  
After you read it, let me know what you 
think.   

The library team has observed a greater 
check out of books from the library espe-
cially when we have Library in the Com-

mons on the second Sunday of each 

month.  Because there really isn’t a meth-
od to our selection of books and videos for 
the table in the Commons, we encourage 
you to go into the library on those Sundays 
if you do not see something displayed that 
interests you or your children.   

Please remember to return the books as 
soon as you finish them.  We have noticed 
some have been checked out since the end 
of last year.  We’d love to have them back 
so others can enjoy them.  Is one of them 

hiding at your house? 

The November 
Book Club selec-
tion is The Whistler 
by John Grisham.  
We will talk about 
the book on 
Wednesday, No-
vember 8th at 10:00 
am in the library.  
Please join us for 
an interesting dis-
cussion while we enjoy a cup of tea or cof-
fee and a treat. 

Fun news . . . There have been several new 
books purchased for our library and they 
are on the first shelf to the left as you enter 
the library and on the shelf on the far wall 

labeled Current Book Club Selections.  We 
urge you to investi-
gate!   

Bill O’Reilly’s book 
Killing England is 
ready to be checked 
out!  Two new Jan 
Karon books have 
also been acquired. 

If you have ideas for books you would like 
us to consider purchasing, or you have 
books that you feel would expand our col-
lection, please let us know.  Ideas can be 
placed in the “Book Return” box in the 
library. 

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 

½  
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I have a healthy family of grown children and wonderful grandchildren, a car which serves me very 
well and a recently updated apartment where I am happy and comfortable.  I could go on and on.  I 
am so blessed! Then I turn on the news and see our fellow Americans with no clean water, no elec-
tricity and worst of all, thousands with devastated homes because of the hurricanes or wild fires.  
How can I possibly rejoice in all my wonderful gifts while others are suffering so?  I carried this 
weight with me for days, watching Puerto Rico, Houston, Florida and California disaster footage, 
feeling guilty for all I have.  Then I realized that my blessings are gifts from God. I need to remember 
and give Him thanks and praise  for all I have; not with a “glad that’s not me attitude”, but with true, 
heartfelt Thanksgiving.  With blessings comes responsibility. I should continue to care about what is 
happening. I need to pray for direction in what I can do, where I could be a blessing. Prayer is the top 
priority. Then there are also many other ways: gifts to the Red Cross or Lutheran Disaster Relief, 
actually giving of yourself in the form of blood donations, bringing water, diapers and formula to collection sites, so many ways . . . But 
remember too, there is a ripple effect in sharing blessings.  We don’t have to literally reach out to the areas of national and global concern, 
we can begin with our neighbors and our own community. Lord, show us where to be your “hands and feet”, direct us in ways to serve you 
in your kingdom, however that may be. And in all things, let us be Thankful. 

Love and a Blessed Thanksgiving, Karen Hansen, president  St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA 

An important date to remember: November 4th and 5th  

Quilts and Lutheran World relief kits will be dedicated and the Annual Thankofferings will be collected.  

Envelopes will be available at all three services that week-end. 

Watch Sid’s bulletin board and e-mails for further information 

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA                                        

Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA .   Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

Write a Short Reflection or Story for our Advent Devotion Book 

Could you help us to prepare our hearts for Christmas? We’d like to create an Advent Devotion 
book written by those in the congregation for use during Advent.  We’re hoping to have individuals 
or families write a short reflection or story based on a given scripture. These will then be posted 
online and in a book. We’ll give you the scripture and can show you an example if you’d like. Talk 
to Emily if you’re interested or have more questions. 
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Calendar of Events 
 

November, 2017 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
  
Church Council Meeting     6:30 p.m. Mon.  13 
Church Staff Meetings      1:00 a.m. Tue.  7, 14, 21, 28 
Facility Team Meeting      6:30 p.m. Tue.  7 
Faith Bible Study       6:30 p.m. Thur. 16 
Finance Team Meeting     6:30 p.m. Thur. 2 
Grace Circle        6:30 p.m. Mon.  27 
Library in the Commons     8:00 a.m. Sun.  12 
Hope Circle        1:00 p.m. Thur. 16 
Library Team Meeting       9:30 a.m. Tue.  14, 28 
Love Circle        11:30 a.m. Wed. 15 
Memorial Committee Meeting     2:00 p.m. Wed. 15 
Mission Quilter’s        9:00 a.m. Mon.  6, 13, 20, 27 
Monday Night Quilter’s      6:30 p.m. Mon.  6, 13, 20, 27 
MOPS           9:00 a.m. Tue.  7, 21 
NBA Basketball        8:30 p.m. Thur. 2, 9, 16, 30 
Tech Committee Meeting      5:30 p.m. Tue.  28 
 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Family Life Center  12:30 p.m.Tue. 14, 28 
Exercise Class       8:15 a.m.  Mon. 6, 13, 20, 27 
          8:15 a.m.  Fri.   3, 10, 17 
Health Ministry Team Meeting   6:30 p.m. Mon.  6 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m.Thur. 2 
Tai Chi                9:00 a.m. Tue.  7, 14, 21, 28 
           9:00 a.m. Thur. 2, 9, 16, 30 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
3:6Teen         7:00 p.m.   Wed. 1, 8,15, 29 
           9:30 a.m.   Sun. 5, 12, 19, 26 
AOB/Lutheranism 101      7:00 p.m.   Wed. 1 
AOB/God On Broadway     7:00 p.m.   Wed.  1, 8 
AOB/God Rox        9:30 a.m.   Sun.  5, 12 
AOB/OT 101        9:30 a.m.   Sun.  5, 12 
AOB/OT 102        9:30 a.m.   Sun.  19 
Baptism Class        9:30 a.m.   Sun.  12 
Cross & Heart Kids       7:00 p.m.   Wed. 1, 8, 15, 29 
Cross Generational—Advent Family  9:30 a.m.   Sun.  19 
Education Hour       9:30 a.m.  Sun. 5, 12 
Spirit          7:00 p.m.  Wed. 1, 8, 15, 29 
TheoLocal         6:30 p.m.  Mon. 6, 27 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study    11:00 a.m.  Tue. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Thursday Morning Bible Study   10:00 a.m.  Thur. 2, 9, 16, 30 
Early Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.   Thur. 2, 9, 16, 30 
Wednesday Morning Book Club   10:00 a.m.  Wed. 8 
Pastor Sarah’s Book Club/Bad Girls of the Bible 
           6:30 p.m.   Tue. 7, 21 
Milestone Class: 
 2 year old and parent     9:45 a.m.    Sun.  5 
 Kindergarten-Lord’s Prayer   9:45 a.m.    Sun.  12 
 
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ      7:00 p.m.   Wed. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Worship Team Rehearsal    4:30 p.m.   Sat. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Worship Team Rehearsal    8:00 p.m.   Wed. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 
Wednesday Night Meal     5:30 p.m.   Wed. 1, 8, 15 
 
PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline    9:00 a.m.    Mon. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Sower Deadline      12:00 p.m.  Mon. 20 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Wednesday Eve.Worship Service  6:30 p.m.   Wed. 1, 8, 15, 29 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Sunday Worship Service     8:30 a.m.   Sun 5, 12, 19, 26 
          10:30 a.m.    Sun 5, 12, 19, 26 
Nursery        9:30 a.m.   Sun. 5, 12, 19, 26 

 
 

                                       For more information, see the reverse side   



November 1—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Laci Abendroth, Ally DeSordi 

Video—Aaron Kreun 
Audio—Chris B. 

Usher—Madi Cushing, Elliot Peterson 
Communion—Susie Stieren, Nichole Baugh, 

Erin Rodgers, Stacey Kruen 
Reader—Marc Hoyer 

 
November 4—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes—Will & Ellie Woehler 
Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—Dennis Verdick, Bill Jaquith 
Communion—John & Shannon Fonda,  

Sid Rames 
Reader—Bev Steinbaugh 

Greeter—Dale & Donna Pickering 
 

November 5—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Madison Querry, Maycee Parsons 

Video—John Von Dohren 
Audio—Bill Koile 

Usher—John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 
Bill Averman 

Communion—Harold Cowan,  
Marvin & Corinne Wastell 
Reader—Harold Cowan 

Greeter—Fran Witt, Donna Lewis 
Hospitality—Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Cantor—John Schumacher 
 

November 5—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Alex Karloff, Tori Karloff 

Video—Aaron Kruen 
Audio—Bryan Kruen 

Usher—Elliot Peterson, John Bourne, 
Ted & Donna Luedke 

Communion—Steve Oberdin, Caleb Kruen,  
Jerry & Naomi Warner, Judy Gray,  

Tammy Aden, Donna Leslie 
Reader—Steve Oberdin 

Greeter—Jerry & Naomi Warner, 
Sharla Fitgerald 

Hospitality—Toni Flermoen 
 

November 8—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Jack Polick, Elliot Peterson 

Video—Laci Abendroth 
Audio—Chris B. 

Usher—Todd Whitham 
Reader—Liv Palmer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 11—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Madison Querry, Maycee Parsons 

Video—Jeannette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Dave Smith, Bill Jaquith 
Reader—Carolyn Badtke 

Greeter—Sid Rames 
 

November 12—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Alex Karloff 
Video—Corey Wendt 

Audio—Jim Kuehl 
Usher—John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Bill Averman 
Reader—Corinne Wastell 

Greeter—Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 
Hospitality—Mary Holland 

Cantor—Patrick Runge 
 

November 12—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Laci Abendroth 

Video—Aden Williams 
Audio—Randy Mayer-Flatt 

Usher—Jeff Hohenstein, John Keim, 
Cory Juma 

Reader—Jan Wilson 
Greeter—As Assigned 

Hospitality—Joy Marshall 
 

November 15—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Will & Ellie Woehler 

Video—Aaron Kruen 
Audio—Chris B. 

Usher—Elliot Peterson, Todd Whitham 
Communion—Karen Hansen, Erin Rodgers, 

Aaron Hansen, Emily Dalen 
Reader—Cora Kruen 

 
November 18—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Madison Querry, Maycee Parsons 
Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—Gary Norenberg, Dave Smith 
Communion—Bev Steinbaugh,  
Jim MacDonald, Marie Witthoft 

Reader—Marie Witthoft 
Greeter—Keith Simmons 

 
November 19—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes—Cole & Cami Renken 
Video—Laci Abendroth 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Borm Bensinger, John Kuehl,  
Bill Averman 

Communion—Nancy & Steve Steil,  
Allen Darell 

Reader—Bill Averman 
Greeter—Ina Averman, Denise Winter 

Hospitality—Nancy Steil 
Cantor—Janet Henthorn 

November 19—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Tori Karloff 
Video—Jacob Beason 
Audio—Jim Nissen 

Usher—Gary McDonald, Cory Juma 
Scott Custard, Jeff Hohenstein 

Communion-Barb & Phil Hough, 
Lynda Nicholsen, Cathy Bourne 

Donna & Ted Luedtke, Keith Snodgrass, 
Reader—Barb Hough 

Greeter—Craig & Wendy Adelson, Phyllis 
Matthews, Cathy Bourne 

Hospitality—Ted & Donna Luedtke 
 

November 22—6:30 p.m. 
No Worship 

 
November 25—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes—Alex Karloff 
Video—Jeannette Swope 

Audio—Jayson Swope 
Usher—Dennis Verdick, Gary Norenberg 

Reader—Bev Steinbaugh 
Greeter—Bev Steinbaugh 

 
November 26—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes—As Assigned 
Video—Ian Bruggeman 
Audio—John Snowdon 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 
Bill Averman 

Reader—Sally Runge 
Greeter—Nancy Steil, Gloria Jorgensen 
Hospitality—Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Cantor—Erin Rodgers 
 

November 26—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Will & Ellie Woehler 

Video—Eli Cain 
Audio—Doug Rothgeb 

Usher—Alex Williams, Scott Custard, 
John Bourne 

Reader—Jennifer Collins 
Greeter—Phil & Barb Hough,  

Jay & Susan Schroeder 
Hospitality—Phil & Barb Hough 

 
November 29—6:30 p.m. 

Acolytes—Tori Karloff, Elliot Peterson 
Video—Mana Paga 
Audio—Chris B. 

Usher—Dennis Verdick 
Reader—Josh Beason 

 

 

Worship Servants for November, 2017 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


