
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

OCTOBER  2017 
 
VOLUME 24                ISSUE 10

OWER
Sharing Christ’s Message to Transform All Generations 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
FAITH   FORMATION  SUNDAYS  IN  OCTOBER 2 

PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 4 

LAST  MONTH  AT  ST.  PAUL’S 5 

HERE’S  WHAT’S  HAPPENING  THIS  MONTH  6 

MOVIE,  MEDIA  &  BOOK  REVIEWS 7 

ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 7 

SECOND  MILE 8 

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA 8 

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 9 

STEWARDSHIP 10 

OCTOBER  CALENDAR 11-12 

PASTOR’S  LOGOS  (WORD) 

Kermit the frog once said, “It’s not easy 
being green.”  Martin Luther said, “It’s not 
easy being a Christian.”  I would add it is 
not easy being a Christian of the Lutheran 
Tradition.  The reason I say this is because, 
becoming a Christian should be easy, but 
living the faith as a follower of Christ is not 
always so.  For Lutherans, we add another 
layer and that is knowing something about 
what we believe. 

God calls us to be faithful, not mindless.  
From a Lutheran understanding, blind 
faith is not healthy.   We should be able to 
know something about what we put our 
faith in.  We need to have some under-
standing about what our core beliefs are.   
Even a childlike faith will ask questions.  
Give a direction to a three-year-old and 
they will ask, “Why?”      

This October we are going to focus on our 
Lutheran Heritage and remember “The 
Reformation”.  Each Sunday in October 
leading up to Reformation Sunday (which 
is also the celebration of our Affirmation of 
Baptism worship) will highlight a particu-
lar aspect of Lutheran Faith Identity.   

Sunday, October 1st will be “By Grace 

Alone.”  This is a key element in how we 
understand and live in the world as mem-
bers of Christ’s Church. 

Sunday, October 8th will be “By Word 
Alone.”  Martin Luther believed that 
God’s Word was one of the most powerful 
ways to understand our relationship with 
God and one another. 

Sunday, October 15th will be “By Christ 
Alone.”  This we believe is the absolute 
core of our relationship to God, relation-
ship to our neighbor and the reason for our 
salvation. 

Sunday, October 22nd will be “By Faith 
Alone.”  This aspect of our Lutheran iden-

tity, combined with Grace, is a hallmark of 
who we are as God’s people. 

From worship to classes everything Luther-
an, except maybe jello salads, will be 
shared with those who come to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church.  We as God’s people 
need to know whose we are and who we 
are.   By making clear our role as citizens 
in the Kingdom of God, we become more 
confident in sharing God’s love in the 
world.  We are less threatened by those 
who don’t necessarily believe as we do, 
when we know what we believe.  We are 
bold in our proclamation when we have a 
better understanding of what God has done 
for us through Christ.   

Being a Christian of the Lutheran Tradi-
tion in some ways is like Kermit . . . he is a 
green frog and has to figure out how to live 
with who he is.  We are Christians of the 
Lutheran Tradition, now we need to find 
out what that means for us.  I may not 
know all there is to know about being a 
frog, but I have a pretty good idea of what 
it means to follow Christ.   This is most 
certainly true. 

Pastor Paul 



This October, things might start to feel 
and look even more different as we jour-
ney closer to the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, which will be part of our 
worship celebration on Sunday, October 
29th. In fact, that celebration, combined 
with our celebration of the Affirmation of 
Baptism, is SO important to our faith 
lives, that on the 29th, we will have one 
Sunday service at 9:30 (with the Saturday 
service taking place at 5:30, per usual).  

Each weekend in October leading up to 
the 29th, we are intentionally exploring 
parts of our identity as Lutherans—not 
purely from a historical standpoint, but 
from one that will help us build relation-
ships with one another, as well. When we 
claim to believe “Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever,” (Hebrews 
13:8), this truth impacts the way we inter-
act with one another—because our rela-
tionship with God intersects with our rela-
tionships within the Body of Christ.  

Each Sunday in October, there will be 
multiple opportunities to deepen our rela-
tionship with God and one another. As 

Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, 

today and forever!     

Hebrews 13:8  

 

Pastor Paul mentioned in his Logos arti-
cle, we are exploring The 4 Solas: Grace, 
Word, Christ, Faith. These were the truths 
that the Protestant Reformers clung to 
when other church leaders were trying to 
convince people that everything about the 
Reformation was heresy. The 4 Solas (also 
known as the “4 Alones” or “4 Onlys”) 
were and are still true, even as God’s 
church was and is still being renewed and 
reformed.    

Whew! So, what does this mean for us, 
and how do we talk about them with our 
families and friends? Every worship expe-
rience is a learning opportunity—through 
song, prayer, Word and the Sacraments of 

Baptism and Communion. And, for the 
month of October, every Faith Formation 
hour, from 9:30-10:25, we’ll be together 
exploring how we talk about these 4 truths 
in a way that matter to our lives today, 
whether we’re 3 or 93!  

The first weekend in October, we’ll be led 
in worship by musician and storyteller 
James Hersch. We’ll also have a “coffee 
house” during our Faith Formation hour 
where James will help us, through song 
and story, learn what Grace Alone means 
to us and in our lives every day. You’ll 
come away from the coffee house hour 
with new songs in your heart that remind 
you that grace is a gift we receive from 
God that can never be taken away.  

The second, third and fourth weekends in 
October, we will gather together for 
cross+generational time during the Faith 
Formation hour to wonder and dream and 
learn how God’s Word, Christ, and Faith 
Alone impact our lives and continually 
change and renew us. These are truths 
believed by the whole church—and if you, 
or your family, or your neighbor’s are 
missing from these gatherings, we won’t 
be fully being reformed.  

At each of these cross+generational times, 
we’ll play and watch movies, have conver-
sations and make reminders we can take 
home to continue talking and learning 
about our identities: as children of God, as 
Lutherans, as members of St. Paul’s.  

Journeys always take some preparation, 
some patience, some curiosity, and some 
commitment—otherwise, we never end up 
where we intend to go! As we journey 
together towards our Reformation 500 
Celebration, we remember that Jesus 
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FAITH  FORMATION  SUNDAYS  IN  OCTOBER 



October FAITH5 
During September, we’ve SHAREd our 
highs and lows while we’ve passed the 
peace around the pews in every worship 
service! This will continue through the 
fall, and in October, we’re teaching and 
practicing the next two steps of FAITH5: 
READ and TALK. We will experience 
reading the Bible in different ways each 
week in October, and before either Pastors 
Paul or Sarah preach, we’ll practice talk-
ing about what it was we just read or 
heard in God’s word.  

 

 

On Sunday, October 29, Sunday 

School will not be held. We will be 

celebrating the 500th Anniversary 

of the Reformation with one wor-

ship service at 9:30 am. 

You will not want to miss worship on 
Saturday, September 30th or Sunday, 

October 1st. For over thirty years ac-
claimed songwriter, singer and guitarist 
James Hersch has been quietly building a 
repertoire of work that puts him squarely 
on the edge of acoustic music's importance 
in North American culture. James has a 
rare mixture of straight forward musical 
talent, humor and sensitivity that allows 
him to create songs that speak to what is 
common in all of us. James is one of those 
few performers who allow his listener to 
experience his music through intimate 
images which confront and celebrate to-
day's human condition. Plan to come to 
worship and don’t miss the coffeehouse 
between services from 9:30-10:20 am. 
This time is for EVERYONE and will also 
serve as education time for both Sunday 
School and AOB students.  

Musician and Storyteller 
James Hersch 

We’re still collecting NEW shoes, socks 
and slippers  for those who are infant 
through 5 years old. All donated items 
will be delivered to Lutheran Family 
Services and auctioned off during their 
annual fundraiser in November.  Thank 
you for your help! 

Shoes for Infants to 5 Years 

Will You Help Us Pray?  
As we continue to teach and practice our 
FAITH5 Model in worship, we will be 
focusing on step 4, PRAY, in November. 
We are looking for individuals, couples 
and families to write The Prayer of the 
Day (or Evening) that we use in each wor-
ship service, and, people who will be com-
fortable helping lead us in reading that 
prayer. The Prayer of the Day always 
looks ahead to our Gospel reading—we’ll 
give you the bible verses, and as much 
help in writing the prayer as you might 
need!  

We are also looking for individuals, cou-
ples or families who would be able to help 
us lead the prayer during every worship 
service. Please email Pastor Sarah 
sflatt@splcomaha.org if you can help!  
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Could you help us to prepare our hearts 
for Christmas? We’d like to create an Ad-
vent Devotion book written by those in 
the congregation for use during Ad-
vent.  We’re hoping to have individuals or 
families write a short reflection or story 
based on a given scripture. These will then 
be posted online and in a book. We’ll give 
you the scripture and can show you an 
example if you’d like. Talk to Emily if 
you’re interested or have more questions. 

Write a Short Reflection or 
Story for our Advent  
Devotion Book 
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All of the “stuff” we use to help with worship, and why it might matter 

We’ve worked our way through the liturgy 
and order of worship, and last month, we 
talked (very briefly) through the order of 
the church year. This month, we’re going 
to look at all the “stuff” you might see 
used or worn in worship—and I’ll answer 
the question—does any of it really matter?  

In some churches, the worship space is 
significantly more ornate than even our 
own beautiful sanctuary. For instance, in 
my first call, the windows in our sanctuary 

PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 

TheoLocal Continues! 
A reminder that we will gather at The 
Local, across the parking lot from church, 
on Monday, October 2nd and 16th! Take 
the night off from cooking and come join 
Pastor Sarah and other church family for 
theological conversations, dinner, bever-
ages and plenty of laughs! This is for all 
ages, and friends and neighbors are more 
than welcome to join us as well.  

and chancel area were registered with both 
a “registry” of sorts in the US and Germa-
ny of church windows. Each window 
(made in Germany, hence the double-
registry), was stained glass, and depicted a 
well-known story from Scripture. They 
were, I admit, absolutely gorgeous. Visi-
tors often commented on them, and the 
history of each window was known and 
treasured by many of the life-long mem-
bers.  

Occasionally, I would make reference or 
use one to help tell a children’s sermon, 
but as the Pastor who came into the con-
gregation years after the windows were 
installed, they were simply that: pretty 
windows that showed pictures of Jesus. 
We have so many things in the church that 
help us do that very thing!  

I think, across the spectrum, the most 
common visual that helps to tell us the 
story of Jesus are what we call 
“paraments.” These are the colored pieces 
of cloth that hang from our altar, lecturn/
podium and baptismal font. They give us a 
quick clue as to what season of the church 
year, or even what holiday, we are cele-
brating.  

As pastors, we wear stoles around our 
neck that often match these paraments! 
The stole symbolizes our call to ordained 
ministry—we have taken on the “yolk of 
Christ.” Yet, the stoles are not meant to 
detract from the liturgy, which is one of 
the reasons why they are the same color as 
the paraments—they, too, help to tell the 
story of Jesus.  

When our youth wear stoles for their Af-
firmation of Baptism, they add symbols to 
them that help the congregation know 
who they are (see photo on page 6), and 
what gifts God has given them. In the 
symbols on their stoles, we can see the 
way their vocations, their own calls from 
God, are being formed.  

Pastors and acolytes also wear white 
robes, also known as albs, when we are 
leading worship. As you’ve noticed, 
though, this isn’t as regular of a choice 
that we make. These robes were initially 
worn to separate worship leaders from the 
worshippers—that is, to eliminate any 

distraction, and to present a blank canvas 
for the worshipper to look at. As other 
leadership garments became more popu-
lar, the albs became even more of a neces-
sity, so that different garments could be 
worn, seen, exchanged, and understood.  

There’s other common elements in our 
worship space, too—candles, banners, 
flowers, figurines. Absolutely none of 
them, or the other things I’ve talked about, 
are necessary for our salvation. (And 
thank goodness, since we don’t wear our 
albs every week!) But, just as some of us 
learn God’s story in our lives best through 
the words of hymns or songs, others learn 
through visual or tactile elements. So, we 
continue to use all these things, and our 
gifts, to offer thanks and praise back to our 
God who first gave them to us! 

See you in church!                   Pastor Sarah 

Book Study  
 

 

 

 

 

There are still a few spots open, and plen-
ty of time to catch up, in our Bad Girls of 
the Bible Book Study. We meet the first 
and third Tuesdays of October and No-
vember—please talk to Pastor Sarah if 
you need a copy of the book! 
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September 17,  2017 

Bennett Robin Harms  

son of  
Brandon and Cari Harms 

LAST  MONTH  AT  ST.  PAUL’S 

Tailgate Kickoff Held September 6 

Quilt tying School Bag Assembly Sandwich Making 

Reunion Sunday Held September 10 



SOWER Publication Deadline  

If you have an article or pictures you 
would like to submit for publication, 
please email it to Lynda Nicholson at 
l.nicholson0215@gmail.com or to 
sower@splcomaha.org by the 21st of the 
month for publication on the 1st of the 
following month. 
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HERE’S WHAT’S  HAPPENING  THIS  MONTH . . . 

Affirmation of Baptism  
Celebration on  
Reformation Day 

 

October 29  

 9:30 am  

One service  

Please stop by the Commons and highlight 
a Bible for our 6th graders. Share a favorite 
verse or highlight a passage of wisdom to 
share. These bibles will be on a table in the 
commons with Highlighters until Sunday, 

October 8 when the 6th Graders get them 
back in church with a Blessing. 

Sixth Grade Bible Blessing 

This will be our latest version of DATE 

NIGHT for all who need a night out. We 
will watch your kids here at the church 
from 6 pm until 10 pm. 

Our Middle School and 
High School Youth will 
babysit. Our Nursery for 
the wee little ones will 
also be open. Hector, our 
Nursery Room manager, 
will be here for the babies. 

A free will offering will help defray the 
cost of pizza, pop and juice boxes for your 
kids to enjoy. We will also have activities 
in the gym and a movie to watch to chill 
them out for bedtime back home.  

ELCA  National Youth Gathering Update 

We have two dozen youth at this writing 
committed to going to Houston next June 
for the Gathering. We have almost a doz-
en adults willing to go as well as leaders.  

We will be only doing two fundraisers for 
this gathering as much of our previous 
Mardi Gras Money has been allotted for 
this trip. Wednesday night meals will be 
our main source of work as the youth, 
parents and adult leaders have been mak-
ing and serving home cooked meals on 
Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm. 10% of 
what we make will go to the Oaks Indian 
Mission in Oaks, Oklahoma. This fine 
organization will be putting us up for 
cheap lodging for our whole group on the 
way to Houston and on the way back. 

We also will be the servers at the Mardi 
Gras Party again on February 13, 2018. 
This congregation and supporters of our 
Youth Programs have outdone themselves 
with monetary gifts. We are here to serve 
and make those nights fun and enjoyable. 
Thanks again in advance!  

Cassie, Jayda, Jacey, Jamie, Ben, Piper, 
Molly, and Abby in the commons after their 
Confirmation in 2016. 

 

Please enjoy an amazing time in our 
young peoples lives as they profess their 
Faith in front of God and everybody on 
this day of Celebration. 500 years ago, 
Martin Luther declared a time for change 
and our youth are still learning what that 
means! We have 12 ninth graders and one 
tenth grader ready to be a part on this 
ongoing Faith Journey.  

2016 LYON gathering group at Camp Carol 
Joy Holling. 

The LYON gathering, Lutheran Youth of 
Nebraska, is a high school event that 
brings our Synod together for fellowship, 
learning, music and service work. Novem-
ber 17 through 19 we will meet in Grand 
Island, NE this year. Contact Bogart for 
more details.  

2017 LYON Date Set 



  “Wind River” a film rated R, currently in 
the theaters.  This movie is very well done.  
It is not always easy to watch, but it 
speaks great truths.  A Native American 
girl is murdered on the reservation and an 
FBI agent, A DNR agent and the local 
reservation sheriff must solve the mystery.  
This movie deals with loss and grief, fami-
ly both whole and broken, cultures in con-
flict, wisdom and deep abiding love.  I 
highly recommend this movie, not as pure 
entertainment, but as a film that tells a 
powerful story and is a connecting point 
for folks who may not understand Native 
American culture . . . but see the connec-
tion that all human beings have with one 
another.  After you watch this movie tell 
me what you think.  
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PASTOR  PAUL’S  MOVIE,   MEDIA  &  
BOOK   REVIEWS 

PBS presentation “The Vietnam War” 
rated PG-13.  This 10 night presentation 
on Sunday evenings at 8 pm central is a 
Ken Burns production.  This incredibly 
powerful look at a time, place and conflict 
called the Vietnam War has shaped gener-
ations and American culture.  This is a 
very well done and insightful look at an 
episode in American History that most 
want to ignore, but we should not.  I rec-
ommend this PBS series to anyone who 
wants to know about those events that 
shaped us and the world we live in.  Let 
me know what you think after seeing this 
series.  ½  

New to the library shelves will be the Rich-
ard Paul Evans three book series:  The 
Walk, Miles to Go and The Road to 
Grace.  The Second 
Wednesday Book 
Club in October 
will be reading 
and discussing The 
Walk.  What would 
you do if you lost 
everything --your  
job, your home, and 
the love of your 
life—all at the same 
time?  When it happens to Seattle ad exec-
utive Alan Christoffersen, he’s tempted by 
his darkest thoughts.  Instead, he decides to 
take a walk . . . but not any ordinary walk.  
Taking with him only the barest of essen-
tials, Alan leaves behind all that he has 
known and heads for the farthest point on 

his map . . . Key West, Florida.  The peo-
ple he encounters along the way, and the 
lessons they share with him, will save his 
life and inspire yours.   

Also new to the library is a book by Jody 
Hedlund, A Noble Groom.  Recently wid-
owed Annalisa Werner has the feeling her 
husband was murdered but cannot prove it.  
Alone with her daughter in 1881 Michigan, 
she has six months to finish raising the 
money to pay back the land contract her 
husband purchased. The land is difficult to 
toil by herself.  She needs a husband.  With 
unmarried men scarce, her father sends a 
letter to his brother in the Old Country 
asking to find Annalisa a groom. 

For nobleman Carl Von Reichart, the blade 
of the guillotine is his fate.  He’s been ac-
cused and convicted of a serious crime he 
did not commit and his only escape is to 

flee to a small Ger-
man community in 
Michigan where he 
will be safe.  He 
secures a job on 
Annalisa’s farm but 
bumbles through 
learning about 
farming and manu-
al labor. 

Annalisa senses 
that Carl is harboring a secret about his 
past, yet she finds herself drawn to him 
anyway.  He’s gentle, kind and romantic, 
unlike any man she’s ever known.  He 
begins to restore her faith in the ability to 
love, but her true groom is still on his way 
and time is running out on them all. 

Be sure and stop by the Library and check 

out these and many other great books.   

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 

Our Newsletter is Changing  

The name for this publication is the 
Sower, which means one who spreads 
seed.  I was asked one time why we 
name our newsletter after a seamstress 
or tailor?  Yes, different spelling and, of 
course, we have the statue over the cap-
itol building and on our license plates 
with a sower.  However, I would ask 
folks to think about what might be a 
better name for our newsletter and 
make suggestions.   

So if you all might have some thoughts, 
please let us know.  Of course, if you 
see no need for changing the name 
please share that as well.  Let’s see how 
creative and thoughtful we can be in 
these important communication 
vehicles.  Email your suggestions/
comments to sower@splcomaha.org. 

SOWER 
Sharing Christ’s Message to Transform All Generations 



This is the month we celebrate Martin Lu-
ther and his nailing of the 95 Theses on the 
door of the Castle at Wittenberg.  This is a 
big year because it is the 500th Anniversary 
of Luther’s taking his stand on many issues 
with the Roman Catholic Church.  One 
prime point was the abuse of power with 
the church selling indulgences which, 
loosely translated, was buying your way or 
someone else’s way into Heaven.  Dr. Lu-
ther wanted people to realize that the price 
to Heaven had been bought and paid for by 
the death of Christ, and we cannot earn 
our way to Salvation. We are “Saved by 
Grace”, God’s unmerited (unearned) love.  
This is the bottom line. There is another, 
often overlooked part of Luther’s work that 
Christians for these 500 years and genera-
tions since Luther have been blessed to 
share. He wanted the common man to be 
able to read the Bible on their own. Until 
that time only priests and scholars could 
read the Bible because it was written in 

Latin or Hebrew or Greek, and the people 
were told what it said by someone else’s 
interpretation. Luther had the Bible trans-
lated into the language of the people . . . in 
his day German, so everyone could read 
and study the Scriptures on their own. This 
was HUGE!  Now we can gain hope and 

inspiration and comfort from our very own 
Bible in our very own homes. Today, be-
cause of Luther’s breakthrough campaign, 
the Bible is translated into 636 languages 
with many more pending. There are 1,442 
translations of the New Testament alone!  So 
when you read your Bible or see your chil-
dren and grandchildren read their Bibles, 
this too is a wonderful legacy from Martin 
Luther. Take advantage of that gift and 
READ!  READ!  READ! 

St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA  
recent actions:                                                                                                            
The purchase of several black tablecloths 
purchased through the generous gift of the 
family of Esther Karloff in celebration of 

her 100th birthday. Thank you so much!  

From the WELCA treasury:  
 A rack for more efficient storage of 

table cloths was purchased. 

 Three subscriptions to the Gather mag-
azine were renewed to be available for 
new members. 

 Convention registration was paid for 
the delegate from St. Paul’s to attend 
the Nebraska Synod Women’s Organ-
ization convention Sept 28, 29, 30 at 
Camp Carol Joy Holling. 

 $500 was contributed from the 
WELCA treasury to the fund for the 
repairs to the organ. 

The Women of the ELCA of St. Paul’s 
continue to be a serving part of the congre-
gation.  We are grateful for the entire con-
gregation’s support and participation in the 
ways we serve our church, our community 
and our global family.  

Love and Blessings, Karen Hansen 

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA                                        

Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA .   Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

THE  SECOND  MILE   
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Each month at church through our Second 
Mile Offering, we have the opportunity to 
share God’s gifts to us above and beyond 
our weekly pledged giving.  In October, 
there will be three opportunities to share to 
help others and expand our ministry of 
Sharing God’s Message to Transform All 
Generations.  

Music is a major part of our 
lives and a significant way 
we can praise and honor 
God.  Our beloved organ 
has been visited by the mu-
sic doctor and it has been 
determined that it needs 
repair.  On the weekend of October 1, a 
second mile offering will be taken to help 
cover the significant cost of the needed 
repairs. Many want to hear the glorious 
music so hopefully you will help with this 
need. 

With the news each day relaying infor-
mation of hurricanes and earthquakes and 
major destruction there is a way you can 

help.  Mission Quilters meet each Monday 
morning to tie the blankets sent to Luther-
an World Relief (LWR). Over 260 quilts 
have been tied so far this year and we have 
more to do.  Many of you have helped on 
Sunday mornings in the Family Life Cen-
ter and at various church activities.  Collec-
tions were held and then school kit bags 
(210) were stuffed with your help.  Baby 
kits (195) and Health kits (24) have also 
been created and bundled by the women of 
St. Paul’s, including WELCA circles.  In 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, St. Paul’s has exceeded our 
goal to ship at least 500 kits and quilts.  
NOW, the big cost is getting all of these kits 
shipped from LWR warehouses to the third 
world countries where they are needed!  A 
collection will be gathered on the weekend 
of October 14/15 to offset these costs.  
Would you help make sure these articles 

get to the countries where they are need-

ed?  Your giving provides the money to get 
the kits to their final destinations after 
Brown Transfer donates their trucks, time 

and gas to get them to the LWR distribu-
tion center in Minneapolis. If you want to 
learn more about LWR please visit their 
website. ( https://lwr.org/ )   

Each Sunday we 
reach out to members 
and visitors at a social 
time between ser-
vices.  Jesus often met 
with others around 
food.  Coffee and 
donuts are provided each week to visitors 
and members.  People give what they can 
at that time but the cost exceeds the contri-
butions.  Could you help make sure this 

ministry continues by providing a dona-

tion on the weekend of October 28/29?  

Thank you to the Wamres for faithfully 
picking up the donuts and to the individu-
als who serve as hostess/host each week!  

In November, we will have a chance to 
contribute to our church’s outreach 
through the Armed Forces Ministry and 
Community Meals. 



Our September meeting began with reports 
from Pastor Paul and Pastor Sarah.  Paul 
noted that after good attendance in July, 
August was down, and participation over-
all the summer of 2017 was a bit lower 
than 2016.  We followed that news with 
some initial discussions about the structure 
of worship for the summer of 2018, but 
that will be a work in progress.  Paul then 
asked for approval on the formation of an 
evangelism committee.  It has been quite 
some time since St. Paul’s actively worked 
to spread God’s love to others outside of 
our walls, and the council approved this 
unanimously.  

Sarah began her report with Psalm 46: 
“1God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble.  2 Therefore we will not 
fear, though the earth give way and the moun-
tains fall into the heart of the sea, 3 though its 
waters roar and foam and the mountains 
quake with their surging.”  We need to re-
member and pray for all those affected by 
the recent hurricanes and earthquakes.  
Next, she reported the great news that 
there are 14 baptisms scheduled before 
Advent, and we also have 17 new members 
to welcome to our SPLC family!  The 
small group ministry was kicked off this 

past Sunday, 9/17, and the new “Faith 5” 
model was shared in worship this past 
week and will continue throughout the fall. 

Following the pastor reports, the council 
heard from Finance and Stewardship.  
Dennis Stieren updated us on our current 
state of affairs financially, and noted that 
he is working on some new reports that 
were requested by the Finance committee.  
The “narrative” budget has proven to be a 
good way of informing the congregation of 
our finances.  Megan Moslander provided 
a report from the Stewardship committee, 
which is small in number, but the members 
are very active.  The annual gift campaign 
will begin soon, as pledge cards will be sent 
in late October, with a focus on meeting 
our basic fiscal needs.  Finance will lend 
support by sharing our expenses for day-to-
day church functioning.  

The council then considered a request by 
“Arts for All” for the use of our facility on 
Saturday mornings.  They are a non-profit 
organization, located here in Omaha, that 
offers public classes in visual, performing, 
musical, and communication arts.  They 
charge a small fee for their classes (ex: 
$15/piano lesson), and will even offer dis-
counted rates to members of St. Paul’s. 

They plan to use 6 rooms, and have agreed 
to play for our congregation.  The council 
approved this request for a period of 12 
weeks.  

Finally, we approved of some new mem-
bers.  First, we approved the addition of 
new members to our St. Paul’s family.  
They are:  Jamie Adams and sons John 
“Jack” Adams and Nicholas Adams; Wil-
liam and Tammy Baumann and sons Zach-
ary, Heath, and Hunter Logan; Rebecca 
Branstiter and son Walker Lechner; Kevin 
and Christina Modrell and sons Kolby and 
Riley; Don and Gail Scotter; John and 
Darlene Steindl; Gary Winter.  We are 
happy for their arrival, and welcome them 
whole-heartedly into our congregation!  
Second, we approved members of the new-
ly formed Technology Committee:  Chris 
Wilson, Doug Ullman, Patrick Runge, 
Chris Berger, and Nichole Baugh.  We 
appreciate their time and talents!   

The council will meet next on Monday, 

October 9th, 6:30 PM.  Please let us know 
if you have any questions or concerns! 

BE JOYFUL, PRAY ALWAYS, and GIVE 

THANKS!!! 

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS                                                   Submitted this month by Scott Custard, Council Treasurer 
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Red Cross Blood Mobile is coming to St Paul’s Family Life Center  
October 8, 2017 

 

The need for blood is great and you can make a lifesaving difference for an-

other person. Every two seconds someone in America gets a blood transfu-
sion. Five million patients will need blood this year. 

Donation appointments are every 15 minutes from 7 am - Noon  

Call soon to have the best time selection 

Please contact Linda Kuehl at 402-895-0426, 402-677-2051 
or jlkuehl1975@aol.com to schedule an appointment 



13271 Millard Avenue 
Omaha, NE  68137 

402-895-3366 
www.splcomaha.org 

STEWARDSHIP  IN  OUR  LIVES 
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Faithful Stewardship RAISE up  

and Glorify God 

Where are there doors in your life and what 
do they do?  Physically, we have doors on 
houses, classrooms, cars, stores, places of 
worship . . . you could probably name 
many other places where doors exist.  How 
do you use them?  Do you open them in 
welcome or shut them to protect from per-
ceived and real threats?  

Our body has doors too . . . ears to hear, 
eyes to see, and mouths to share words.  
The greatest door we control may well be 
our own heart! We must open our heart to 
God to truly participate in His wonderful 
world and ministry.  You have to hear, see, 

speak and then care and love enough to 
make certain all things happen to glorify 
God and share His message.  What you 
hear and sense are God’s desires for you, 
may not be what you want. That nudge to 
do or give may be beyond what you think is 
“necessary”, but open yourself and your 
doors. Be like Job when he said “I came 
naked from my mother’s womb, and I will be 
stripped of everything when I die.  The Lord 
gave me everything I had and the Lord has taken 
it away.  Praise the name of the Lord!”  (Job 1: 
21 NLT) Remember Jesus when he said “I 
assure you, this poor widow has given more than 
all the others have given.  For they gave a tiny 
part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has 
given everything she has.” (Mark 12:43-44 
NLT) God did not forget or forsake Job or 

the widow!  He is with us always if we 
open the door and welcome Him. 

Faithfully believing in God and under-
standing that He has given us everything 
and that He calls us to share with others is 

Stewardship.  When we Realize, Accept 

and Internalize that what we have received 

is a gift to us from God and Share even in 

what we consider hard times, then we truly 

are Exercising our power to be good stew-

ards.  Do you give just what you want or 
each day do you give freely and abundantly 
of your time, talent and money, making 
sure you have gone above and beyond in 
assuring all people know of God’s wonder-
ful love and mercy? 

The Crossroads Connection ministry joins inmates and their fami-
lies with an extended community where, for one hour, we are all 
one community, united in our worship of God as we seek under-
standing, forgiveness, and the love of God through music, prayer 
and God’s word.   

At the conclusion of the worship service, a Fellowship Dinner is 
served. Families are welcome to attend worship and join in the 
meal as well.  Worshipers always enjoy the non-institutional meals, 
whether it is a home cooked meatloaf, fried chicken, sandwiches, 
pizza or chili. 

Sunday, October 29th,  St. Paul’s will cook and serve this 
meal under the direction of Lynda Nicholson and Colleen 
Christensen.  Won’t you please consider helping us?  We 
need volunteers to help us cook, serve and cleanup. We can 
always use desserts if you would rather serve in that capac-
ity.   Please contact Lynda or Colleen or sign up at: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090445a9ac28a6f49-meals. 

Trinity Lutheran is located at 6430 North 30th Street.  Worship is at 
6:00 pm, meal is served after worship. Volunteer serving time is 
from 4:30 pm until 8:30 pm.  We encourage you to participate in 
this ministry. 



Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

October, 2017 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Blood Drive        7:00 a.m. Sun.  8 
Church Council Meeting     6:30 p.m. Mon.  9 
Church Staff Meetings      9:30 a.m. Tue.  3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Endowment Board Meeting    4:30 a.m. Sun.  1 
Facility Team Meeting      6:30 p.m. Tue.  3 
Faith Bible Study       6:30 p.m. Thur. 19 
Finance Team Meeting     6:30 p.m. Thur. 5 
Grace Circle        6:30 p.m. Mon.  23 
Library in the Commons     8:00 a.m. Sun.  8 
Hope Circle        1:00 p.m. Thur. 19 
Library Team         9:30 a.m. Tue.  10, 24 
Love Circle        11:30 a.m. Wed. 18 
Memorial Committee       2:00 p.m. Wed. 18 
Mission Quilter’s        9:00 a.m. Mon.  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Monday Night Quilter’s     6:30 p.m. Mon.  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
MOPS           9:00 a.m. Tue.  3, 17 
Special Musician’s Group      1:00 p.m. Sun.  1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Tech Committee Meeting      5:30 p.m. Tue.  24 
 
 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Family Life Center  12:30 p.m.Tue. 10, 24 
Exercise Class       8:15 a.m.  Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
          8:15 a.m.  Fri.   6, 13, 20, 27 
Health Ministry Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 2 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m.Thur. 5 
Tai Chi                9:00 a.m. Tue.  3, 10, 17, 24 
           9:00 a.m. Thur. 5, 12, 19, 26 
 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
3:6Teen         7:00 p.m.   Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Cross & Heart Kids       7:00 p.m.   Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Affirmation of Baptism      7:00 p.m.   Wed. 4, 11, 25 
Spirit          7:00 p.m.  Wed. 7, 11, 18, 25 
TheoLocal         6:30 p.m.  Mon. 2, 16 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study   11:00 a.m. Tue. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Tuesday Evening Bible Study/ Miracles of Jesus 
           6:30 p.m.  Tue. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Thursday Morning Bible Study  10:00 a.m. Thur. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Early Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.  Thur. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Wednesday Morning Book Club   10:00 a.m. Wed. 11 
Pastor Sarah’s Book Club/Bad Girls of the Bible 
           6:30 p.m.  Tue. 3, 17 
 
 
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ      7:00 p.m.  Wed. 11, 18, 25 
Worship Team Rehearsal    4:30 p.m.  Sat.  7, 14, 21, 28 
Worship Team Rehearsal    8:00 p.m.  Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 
Affirmation of Baptism     9:30 a.m.  Sun.  29 
Cross Generational Event    9:30 a.m.  Sun   1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Wednesday Night Meal     5:30 p.m.  Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
 
PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline    9:00 a.m.   Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Sower Deadline      12:00 p.m. Mon.. 213 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Wednesday Eve.Worship Service  6:30 p.m.  Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.  Sat. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Sunday Worship Service     8:30 a.m.  Sun 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
          10:30 a.m.   Sun 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Nursery        9:30 a.m.  Sun. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 
 

                                       For more information, see the reverse side   
 



October 1—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 

Cantor-Janet Henthorn 
Communion-Leanne Frasier, Linda Kuehl  

Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 
Greeters-Gloria Jorgensen, Nancy Steil 

Hospitality-Mary Holland 
Reader-Sally Runge 

Sound-John Snowdon 
Ushers-Norm Bensinger, 
John Kuehl, Bill Averman 

Video-Jayda Hammer 
 
 

October 1—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Tori Karloff 

Communion-Jane Coen, Jennifer Collins, 
Leslie and Serena Nelson,  

Fred & Susie Sagedal, Toni Flermoen 
Greeters–Chris and Teri Cain,  

Jim and Mary Jo Larson 
Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 
Reader-Sabrina Delaney 
Sound-Randy Mayer-Flatt 

Ushers-Alex Williams, Scott Custard,  
Cory Juma, Gary McDonald 

Video-Lou Jorgesen 
 
 

October 4—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Addie Cain, Elliot Peterson 

Communion-April Taggs 
Reader-Cora Kreun 
Sound-Chris Berger 

Ushers-Madi Cushing Doug Wallace 
Video-Laci Abendroth 

 
 

October 7—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Ally DeSordi 

Greeter-Mike & Wanda Johnson 
Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Todd Whitham and Bill Jaquith 
Video-Jeanette Swope 

 
 

October 8—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Alex Karloff 
Cantor-Allen Darell 

Greeters–Ken & Karen Mass 
Hospitality-Nancy Steil 

Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Bill Koile 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 
Bill Averman 

Video-Hunter Manzer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 8—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Laci Abendroth 

Greeters–Tim & Jennifer Collins,  
Joel & Colleen Christensen 

Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Bryan Kreun 

Ushers-John Keim, Jeff Hohenstein 
Video-Aaron Kreun 

 
 

October 11—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Tori Karloff, Ally DeSordi 

Reader-Karen Hansen 
Sound-Chris Berger 

Ushers-Addie Cain, Madi Cushing 
Video-As Assigned 

 
 

October 14—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 

Communion-Bill & Sheryl Koile,  
Vicky Marquardt 

Greeters-Pat Whitham 
Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Dennis Verdick, Doug Wallace 
Video-Sid Rames 

 
 

October 15—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Laci Abendroth, Addie Cain 

Cantor-Pastor Paul 
Communion-Patrick & Sally Runge, 

Sergio Smith, Darlene Stine 
Greeters-Harold Cowan, Karen Hansen 
Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Besinger, 
Bill Averman 

Video-Talik Runge 
 
 

October 15—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Cole Ranken, Cami Renken 

Communion-Ardis McDonald,  
Doug & Bev Renken, Stephanie Martin,  

Amy Oberdin, Jay & Sue Schroeder 
Greeters-Tony & Judy Gray,  

Larry & Gloria Bartels 
Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 

Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Randy Mayer-Flatt 

Ushers-Jay Schroeder, John Bourne 
Video-Cole Renken 

 
 

October 18—6:30 p.m. 
Acolyte-Tori Karloff, Will Woehler 

Communion-Erin Rodgers, Nichole Baugh 
Reader-Jacob Sauer 
Sound-Chris Berger 
Ushers-Dave Smith 
Video-As Assigned 

October 21—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Elliot Peterson 

Greeter-Vicky Marquardt 
Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Bill Jaquith, Gary Norenberg 
Video-Jeanette Swope 

 
 

October 22 —8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Ally DeSordi 
Cantor-Pastor Sarah 

Greeters-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 
Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Arno Neben 

Ushers-John Kuehl. Norm Bensinger, 
Bill Averman 

Video-Talik Runge 
 
 

October 22—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Will Woehler, Ellie Woehler 

Greeters-4th & 5th Grade 
Sunday School Class 

Hospitality-John & Susan Reno 
Reader-As Assigned 
Sound-Jim Nissen 

Ushers-Cory Juma, John Bourne. 
Alex Williams 

Video-Grant Renken 
 
 

October 25—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Elliot Peterson, Laci Abendroth 

Reader-Marc Hoyer 
Sound-Chris Berger 

Ushers-Denny Verdick 
Video-As Assigned 

 
 

October 28—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes-Madison Querry, Maycee Parsons 
Communion-Pat Whitham, Jim MacDonald, 

Marie Witthoft 
Greeter-Karla Neemann 
Reader-Marie Witthoft 

Sound-Jim Rames 
Ushers-Denny Verdick, Gary Norenberg 

Video-Sid Rames 
 
 

October 29—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes-Ellie Woehler, Will Woehler 

Communion-Affirmation of  
Baptism Students 

Greeters-Donna Lesley, Leslie Nelson,  
Steve & Amy Oberdin 
Hospitality-Nancy Steil 
Reader-Patrick Runge 
Sound-John Snowdon 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
Affirmation of Baptism Students 

Video-Trenel Runge 

Worship Servants for October, 2017 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


