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A L  I  

ing God’s Word all their lives, 
these are one or two of many 
steps in their faith journey.  For 
others, these two programs are 
the first steps into seeing and 
hearing God’s Word at a level 
that is deeper and more mature 
than ever before. 

One size does not fit all and some  
folks will find the “Promised One” 
a be er fit for their faith growth, 
while others will find the story 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
Thinking the Faith 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

This month we will begin the five‐
week adult Bible study: “The 
Promised One” Seeing Jesus in 
the Old Testament.  The desire 
for this church‐wide adult Bible 
study is so that the folks here at 
St. Paul’s can gain a deeper un‐
derstanding of the Old Testament 
and gain insight into God’s Salva‐

on plan for us—beginning from 
Genesis and beyond. 

Last month we kicked off “God’s 
Story, our story”—52 essen al 
Bible stories for God’s people.  

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 

This approach was also sparked 
by the request for a deeper and 
be er understanding of God’s 
Word.  For Chris ans of the Lu‐
theran tradi ons, it is cri cal that 
we have more than just a surface 
knowledge of what God’s Word is 
telling us about our rela onship 
with God and others. 

Both of these efforts for a deeper 
connec on to the Bible and 
God’s mission plan for us are 
good first steps.  Yes, first steps. 
For some who have been study‐
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Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402‐895‐3366 

 Worship 
Fall is in full swing, and we 
are back into the rhythm of 
our school year schedule. 
As you plan your October 
calendar, be sure to take 
note of the following dates 
and events: 

 Wednesday, October 17th

– there WILL be worship,
but no classes held 

 Sunday, October 28th –
Reforma on Sunday; we 
will also celebrate the 

approach more to their liking.  
Some will even find both very 
useful in understanding the ex‐
pansiveness of God’s Will for the 
world and for each of us person‐
ally.   One thing is certain, God’s 
Spirit is being called upon to help 
all of us to be closer to God and 
to one another as we journey 
together in faith. 

There was a Biblical Scholar and 
Theologian who wrote three 
massive books about Biblical 
Faith:  “Thinking the Faith”, 
“Feeling the Faith” and “Living 
the Faith”.  He even categorized 
this into which each denomina‐

on tended to operate from.  Lu‐
therans were in the “Thinking the 
Faith” realm.  This doesn’t mean 

Pastor’s Logos   
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1 

confirma on of several of 
our young people. 

 Wednesday, October 31st –
NO worship, classes, or re‐
hearsals will be held 

With the increased number 
of services during the school 
year (4 each week, as op‐
posed to 2 each week during 
the summer) comes the need 
for more worship volunteers.  
If you (or your child) is inter‐

be er, but more to the point of 
our early founda ons as a Faith 
Tradi on.  Our Roman Catholic 
brothers and sisters would em‐
phasize “Living the Faith”, our 
Pentecostal and many Evangelical 
Brothers and Sisters would land 
more in the “Feeling the Faith”.   

The author of these three said 
that both denomina onally and 
personally we tend to find a pri‐
mary area to be in. However, it is 
most important and certainly 
healthier if we have all three as a 
part of our faith experience.  I am 
passionate about God’s Word, 
this is both mind and heart.  To 
me, God’s Word is true, but cer‐
tainly not always literal, this 
means I must study, think about 

and yes, judge how this is meant.  
This is what it means to be think‐
ing in faith.  The context, the 
writers, the audience, the inter‐
nal and external resources that 
help me and all of us come to 
grip with God’s Will for our lives.   
Ul mately, we take what we be‐
lieve with thought and passion 
and live it out daily. 

I realize I went quite long in this 
month’s “Logos”, but I do want 
you to know that this journey of 
faith that we are on is guided and 
inspired by God’s Holy Spirit.   All 
of this comes out of the great 
love that God has for us in Jesus.  
How do I know this?  “The Bible 
tells me so!”  Amen!! 

Pastor Paul 

ested in volunteering during 
worship, please contact me 
at erodgers@splcomaha.org 
or Jan in the office at 
(402)895‐3366 or 
jlundgren@splcomaha.org. 
We are always looking for 
readers, greeters, ushers, 
communion assistants, Pow‐
erPoint operators, and audio 
operators.  Training for any 
of these areas can be ar‐
ranged at any me. 



The Great Commission 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 
go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted.  Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.   Therefore 
go and make disciples of all na ons, bap zing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have command‐
ed you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”         

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 

Faith in Action Meets Evangelism 
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We are already into the second month of Lutheran’s 
Read at Rockwell and Miller Park Schools. Over 240 
children have already received two books apiece 
(480).  The cost for ge ng books into the hands of 
children is not cheap and we could use your help—
especially as we purchase books for the Winter/
Spring quarters of 2019.  Here is a very easy and im‐
portant way to help kids read.  Buy them a book. The 

average cost per book is $5.  The 
schools buy them in bulk from 
Scholas c and this really reduces 
the cost. But, if you were to buy 
one book per month, a child would 

have their very 
own library to 
read for them‐
selves and their 
families.  Five dol‐
lars a month can 
change the heart 
and mind a of a 
child with good 
books, readers who love to read and reading scores 
that have improved because of this program.  Five 
dollars a month and you change the world, one child 
and one story at a me. 

On Tuesday night, October 9th at 
6:30 pm there will be a joint 
mee ng of Faith in Ac on and 
Evangelism—the theme is 
“Outreach”!  The reason for this 
joint mee ng is to welcome more 
folks into the mission of reaching 
out beyond the walls of St. Paul’s 
into the greater Omaha commu‐
nity and the world.   

How is this a part of Evangelism?  
In our world today, people have 
grown red of words and are 
looking for ac on, folks want a 
rela onship based on more than 
just a club mentality, but rather 
people wan ng to help change 
the world for be er together 
with others.  For the people of 
this faith community that means 
mission in the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

Currently, we do a number of 
faith mo vated ac vi es to make 
the love of God in Jesus Christ 

real: 
 Habitat for Humanity 
 Lutherans Read 
 Community Meals 
 Brush Up Nebraska 
 Crossroads worship and meal 

at Trinity in North Omaha 
 Partnership Efforts with Lu‐

theran Disaster Relief, Luther‐
an World relief, Lutheran 
Family Services, Mosaic, etc. 

We also reach out beyond the 
walls of this church to invite our 
neighbors to come join with us at 
St. Paul’s: 

 Block Party 
 Social Media 
 Mardi Gras Celebra on & 

Fundraiser 
 Web Site (Blogs, Announce‐

ments, Event Invita ons, Ar ‐
cles and Calendars)    

 VBS 
 Worships and Live Streaming 

of worship 

But clearly, we are desiring to do 
more to connect with folks from 
inside this faith community to 
those in the greater world.  We 
are called to a mission of Out‐
reach that builds rela onships 
that transcend the folks we know 
to those we do not and to be‐
come more diverse and inclusive 
as we do so. 

The Great Commission in 
Ma hew 28:16‐20 gives us tools 
to go beyond our comfort zones, 
showing God’s Grace in Bap sm, 
Teaching about God’s Grace in 
Christ.  Words and Ac ons of 
Faith, welcoming folks in the 
name of Jesus and changing the 
world for sake of those Jesus 
loves! 

Come and join the mission.  For 
more informa on contact Pastor 
Paul at 402‐895‐3366 or Megan 
Moslander at 531‐233‐0018. 

Lutherans Read and We Need Your Help! 

Faith in Action Meets Evangelism CONTINUED 
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Faith Formation 
Please Join Us for October’s GIFT 
What do saying “I’m sorry,” ssue paper streamers, and Ski les have in 
common? Plan to a end the October GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) 
on Sunday, October 7 at 9:30 am to find out. GIFT is a gathering for peo‐
ple of all ages to grow in rela onship with each other and grow in rela‐

onship with Christ. Bring a friend!  

On Sunday, September 16, our 3 year olds were welcomed to Sunday 
School. They received Bibles to celebrate this Milestones in their lives 
and also served as greeters for the service.  

Confirma on Day 
Join us to celebrate the 9th grade 
students that will be confirmed 
at the 10:30 am service on Octo‐
ber 28. All 9th grade students and 
parents are asked to a end a re‐
hearsal and potluck on Sunday, 
October 21 at 4 pm. 

Cross and Heart Kids, Confir‐
ma on, and SPIRIT will NOT 
be held on Wednesdays, 
October 17 or October 31. 

 

Scarly  Jennifer Brown 
daughter of  

Joshua & Amy Brown 

Ellio  Batman Kempkes 
son of  

Dan & Chelsa Kempkes 
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Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Forma on.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

Faith Formation CONTINUED 

We kicked off the 2018‐2019 school year of ministry with 
Cross+Genera onal gatherings on September 5 and 9. During both 
gatherings we met new people, learned more about old friends, learned 
about God’s crea on, and par cipated in service projects for crea on. 
Check out some pictures from the gatherings.  

Cross + Genera on 

Parent’s Night Out

SPIRIT will host a Parents’ Night 
Out on Saturday, October 6 
from 6:30‐10 pm. All infants 
through 5th graders are wel‐
come to a end. Please feed 
the kids supper before 
bringing them to church. 
Register at www.splcomaha.org/
parentsnightout 

Spirit Time Change 
Wednesday, 7‐8pm 
Parents of high school students, 
please note that SPIRIT, our 
ministry with 9‐12th grade stu‐
dents, will now be held from 7‐8 
pm on Wednesday evenings. 
Please plan to pick up your child 
at 8 pm.  

2019 Mission Trip 
Planning Mee ng 
October 3rd at 7 pm 
Parents and Spirit kids are invit‐
ed to join our mee ng at 7pm in 
the Chapel on October 3. We 
will be discussing mission trip 
plans for summer 2019. Parents 
of 9th graders, please feel free 
to join us. We hope to see you 
there!  
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Karen Hansen is President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402‐616‐1178 

A Member’s Perspective: 
He’ll  Never Let Us Go  
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

You know that song all the kids 
were singing a couple years ago, 
“Let it Go!”?  I hummed it today 
as I threw out my petunias from 
this summer. Oh, they s ll were 
decora ng my pa o with white 
blooms that kept hanging on; but 
as I tried to prune them, the 
leaves and stems were ragged 
and s cky. They were really 
done. They had to go.  If you 
think about it, there are lots of 
things in life we “Let go!”: clothes 
we’ve been wearing way too 

long;  a car that we’ve enjoyed , 
but is star ng to “nickel and dime 
us to death”; a house with won‐
derful memories, but is clearly 
too big and too expensive for 

Women of the ELCA dates 
October 9 at 2:00  
Execu ve Board Mee ng in the 
Church Library 

October 13 & 14  
Thankoffering Weekend,  
Dedica on of the Quilts and  
Lutheran World Relief Kits.. 

Thankofferings:  our history 
Beginning in the late 19th centu‐
ry, Lutheran women were given 
small Thankoffering boxes to 
place in a special loca on in their 
homes as a visible reminder of 
blessings received. Women 
would add coins to those boxes 
almost daily as par cular bless‐
ings were noted. From their use 
came the idea of an annual 
church service to celebrate their 
collec on, and so the women of 
the congrega on would come 
together for a Thankoffering ser‐
vice.  

The concept of Thankoffering cel‐
ebra ons dates back more than 
100 years and beyond Lutherans. 
The Episcopal Church Women 
held their first recorded 
Thankoffering service in 1889, 
and the World Thank Offering 

now; even some rela onships 
that have passed their season for 
one reason or another.  We have 
to make those choices, and some 
are hard, but another song 
comes into my head as I write 
this “Oh, Love That Will Not Let 
Me Go!!” God doesn’t ever let us 
go.  We never become useless to 
Him. He never res of us. We 
never become too expensive! 
Look at the price He paid for us!   
He will never let us go! “Rest 
your weary soul” in that Promise! 

service of the United Methodist 
Women has been a tradi on for 
over 100 years. In the Lutheran 
tradi on, the General Synod’s 
Women’s Home and Foreign Mis‐
sionary Society created their first 
Thankoffering service in 1889 to 
celebrate the 10th anniversary of 
the organiza on. At that first 
Thankoffering, $6,100 was col‐
lected. Today, Women of the 
ELCA collects more than $1 mil‐
lion in Thankofferings annually 
for the ministries and mission of 
our women’s organiza on. 

Thankofferings:  
con nuing the tradi on 
Thankofferings show gra tude 
for God’s blessings and give us an 
important and tangible way to 
express that gra tude. It is a tra‐

di on grounded in our celebra‐
on of community, of mee ng 

together to joyfully give thanks 
for what God has given us. 
Thankofferings have always been, 
and s ll are, our opportunity to 
say thank you to God in both sig‐
nificant and ordinary moments. 

Thankoffering Weekend October 13 and 14 



Stewardship
Be an Offering 
BY  BARB  HOUGH 

A new focus on the Mortgage Reduc on campaign is 
for each of us to focus on “Our Why” !  Why do I 
a end St. Paul’s and, more importantly, why do I 
contribute financially to St. Paul’s?  

While I was examining my personal reasons I was 
lead to the words of this familiar hymn:  

We Li  Our Voices 
We li  our voices, we li  our hands  
We li  our lives up to you. we are an offering.  
Lord use our voices, Lord use our hands  
Lord use our lives they our yours, we are an offering. 
All that we have, all that we are  
All that we hope to be , 
We give to you, we give to you!  

I know that all I have, I have received from the Lord. 
So now, I am using my voice, my hands, and my life 
to be an offering to my God. 

Voices 
So now I am asking the “We”‐all of us here at St. 
Paul’s the whole congrega on‐to use our voices to 
share all of the wonderful things that are happening 
and to sing his praises. But also we need to listen to 
the voices telling us that we need to work together 
to reduce the mortgage so that we can con nue 
touching the lives of so many and doing God’s work.  

Hands 
If we join our hands and our resources we can to‐
gether do the work that God wants us to do. 

Lives 
Here at St. Paul’s you will see so many people de‐
vo ng their lives to make our church func on.  We 
need to live our lives to bring glory to God and do 
the things He created us to do.   

I believe that God has blessed St. Paul’s in many 
ways and now He is asking us to give back some of 
the resources that he has given us to con nue to 
make St. Paul’s the place where we can fulfill His 
plan for us and to build a great future.  

Let us all be that offering to our God—use our voic‐
es, our hands and our lives to give back what God 
first gave us.  

I am pledging to use my voice, my hands, and my life 
to be an offering to Him.  Will you join me?   
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St. Paul’s members and friends 
shared a deligh ul me on Sep‐
tember 9th at the Thunderhead 
Brewing Co.  The beau ful Sun‐
day a ernoon brought nearly a 
hundred people together to cele‐
brate God’s love, get be er ac‐
quainted, have fun and reduce 
St. Paul’s mortgage debt. 

A endees shared many delicious 
appe zers. They also had oppor‐
tuni es  to sample a variety of 
beers and wines and learn about 
the beverages.   

“Fun” Raiser  Finds Success 2 Ways 

The event raised more than  
$1,800  toward the debt reduc‐

on but, of more importance, 
was the great fellowship that was 
enjoyed by those a ending. New 
friendships were established,  old 
friendships were refreshed, and 
countless conversa ons were 
relished. 

The small group members who 
organized this event hear ly 
thanks those who par cipated, as 
well as the church members who 
supported the event even though 
they did not a end. A big thank 
you goes to Carly and Camille 
Renken who volunteered 
their  baby si ng services. A spe‐
cial thank you to those who 

made designated dona ons to 
the debt reduc on campaign!   

The Small Group Members: 
Phil & Barb Hough 
Jim MacDonald & Marie Wi ho  
Doug & Bev Renken 
Jay & Sue Schroeder 
Jerry & Naomi Warner 
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TheoLOCAL - 6:30pm 
First and Third Mondays of each month 

We would love to see you on 1st and 3rd Mondays at 6:30pm at The 
Local Beer, Pa o and Kitchen in Millard. TheoLocal is an opportunity 
for theological conversa on over dinner and a beverage of your 
choice with friends from St. Paul's.  

98 Pledges 

$544,614.96  

as of September 2018 

Thank you to all the people that 
donated items for St. Paul’s Re‐
duce the Debt Garage 
Sale.  Thanks also to all the volun‐
teers that helped setup, price 
items, keep the tables neat, 
helped people load their items, 

Turning Treasures & Donations to Cash 

Unsold clothing was bagged and given to 
The Women’s Center for Advancement. 

Other unsold items were given to Good‐
will. 

cashiers, and volunteers that 
helped clean up the Family Life 
Center a er the sale. This was a 
huge team effort for one goal . . . 
to reduce our mortgage debt. 

Through the dona ons and 
cleaning out the basement items, 
we were able to help a number 
of organiza ons and raise $4,000 
to go towards the mortgage 
debt. 

Organiza ons that benefi ed 
from our “le overs” were: 

Lutheran Family Services re‐
ceived some adult bikes and hel‐
mets. 

The Women's Center for Ad‐
vancement received 4 large bags 
of women’s clothing. 

Habitat for Humanity received a 
microwave, light fixture, flo‐
rescent light fixtures, and wood 
pallets. 

Goodwill received 2 pickup loads, 
1 SUV load, and a 24 foot trailer 
load of le ‐over items. 
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October’s second mile offering will be 
used for community meals.  We have 
two more meals this calendar year 
that will be served at First Bap st 
Church in downtown Omaha.  One is 
October 27 and the second is Novem‐
ber 24.  These meals are provided for individuals who are struggling to 
make ends meet.  Par cularly at the end of the month money for all 
expenses is scarce.  Being able to come for a free meal is something 
that is truly appreciated.  Please be generous with your offering.  This is 
the last year that this program is being run and we greatly appreciate all 
the assistance that has been given to support this outreach ministry. 

The Second Mile 

 

H ossner, Richard 
"Rick" Bruno June 3, 
1967 to July 25, 

2018. Preceded in death by 
parents, Bruno and Velma 
Hossner. Survived by wife,  
Kathryn; son, Eric (Lucy) Hoss‐
ner; daughter, Bethany Hoss‐
ner; brother‐in‐law, Tim 
(Elizabeth) Thorson; many 
family and friends.  A  memo‐
rial service was held on Thurs‐
day, August 2, at St. Paul's Lu‐
theran Church. 

Help Needed Making  
Scarves/Stoles for Confirma on Day 
Do you knit or crochet? Or, do 
you know someone who does? 
Would you be willing to help with 
a project for Confirma on? This 
year we’d like to give the con‐
firmands a red scarf/stole that 
has been made by someone at St. 
Paul’s. The person making the 
scarf/stole would choose a con‐
firmand and pray for him or her 
as they knit or crochet (like what 
is done with prayer shawls). The 
scarf/stole will be placed on the 
confirmands’ shoulders during 
the service as a reminder that we 
are called by the Holy Spirit to a 
life of service in the name of Je‐
sus Christ. The stole is a reminder 
not just to pastors, but to all who 

 

We are collec ng new and gen‐
tly used winter  clothing for 
mothers and children. Carole's 

House of Hope is designed to 
provide hope and healing for 
mothers and their children 
through innova ve pro‐
grams and services that pro‐
mote self‐sufficiency and inde‐
pendence. Please use the box in 
the commons to donate any 
items that you can. Thank you! 
www.caroleshouseo ope.org  

are bap zed, that we are called 
to serve. As the confirmands 
wear the scarf a er confirma on, 
he or she will be reminded of the 
calling and of the support of the 
congrega on. Let Emily know 
if you’d like to help. Scarves 
are needed before the 10:30 
service on October 21.  
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From the St. Paul’s Library 
BY SALLY  RUNGE 

Ways Everyone Can 
Help in The Library 
1. Suggest book tles for pur‐

chase.

2. Donate a book in honor of or in
memory of someone special.

3. Return materials on me.
There is a 3‐week check out
period. Be sure to write your
name, date of check‐out and
phone number on the check‐
out card.

4. Write a review of one of the
library books that you have
read.

5. Turn off the TV and cell phones
and read for 30 minutes each
day!

You are Invited to 
A end Book Club 
Everyone is invited to a end the 
Second Wednesday Book Club. 
We meet in the St. Paul’s Library 
at 10:00 am on the second 
Wednesday of each month to dis‐
cuss that month’s book.   

All are welcome to a end.  
A ending is a great way to meet 
fellow book lovers, as well as 
finding a “just can’t put it down” 
book.  There is no commitment 
to a end each month, as you are 
invited to come “once or every 

me”.  Please come for a book 
review, even if you have not read 
the book but would like to learn 
more about it and the author.  
There is a special shelf dedicated 

to book club books both past and 
present.  Also, a list of this year’s 
selected books is available.  
Please join us as we enjoy a 
sweet treat and a cup of tea or 
coffee while discussing each 
month’s book. 

The October selec on for the 
book club is THIRTEEN MOONS 
by Charles Frazier.  A New York 
Times bestseller, this novel is an 
epic tale of the American story in 
the 1800’s.  An orphan with a 
horse, a key, and a map is sent on 
a journey through the uncharted 
areas of the Cherokee Na on.  
Humor, yearning, insights about a 
different culture permeate this 
well wri en novel.  Please join us 
for tea or coffee, a small snack 
and some s mula ng conversa‐

on in the St. Paul’s Library on 

Wednesday, October 10 at 10:00.  
Hope to see you there! 

You will be someone’s hero. You may give a newborn, a 
child, a mother or father, a sister or a brother another 
chance at life. In fact, you can help save up to three 
lives with just one dona on! 

Call soon to have the best me selec on 

Please contact Linda Kuehl at 402‐895‐0426, 402‐677‐
2051 or jlkuehl1975@aol.com to schedule an appoint‐
ment. 

Red Cross Blood Mobile is coming 
to St Paul’s Family Life Center  

October 14, 2018 

Dona on appointments are every 
15 minutes from  

7 am to 12:00 Noon 
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“Opera on: Finale” currently in 
the theaters and rated PG‐13.  
This movie is the true story of 
how the Israelis capture Adolph 
Eichmann, the architect of the 
Final Solu on (the Holocaust).  
This story is amazing, sad and 
revealing.  The men and women 
who helped to capture Eichmann 
all lost people near and dear to 
them in the concentra on 
camps.  However, their job was 
to bring him back to Israel alive 
to stand trial.  This movie makes 
one think about what is the worst 
and best in human beings.  A er 
watching this film, we should 
talk!  

1/2 

“Jack Ryan” is currently on Ama‐
zon Prime and rated R.  I really 
like most of the Tom Clancy 
books and those men who played 
Jack Ryan in the movies are all 
pre y darn good at it.  However, 
this 8‐part series starring John 
Krasinski, is quite binge worthy. 
The Jack Ryan character is seen 
by many in the CIA as a boy 
scout.  He believes that you don’t 
have to always compromise your 
values to get the job done.  This 
makes for some very interes ng 
morale judgements.  The good 
guys are not always good, the 
bad guys are not always bad, and 
the world is very scary and com‐
plex. Thank goodness for Jack 
Ryan.  A er you watch this series, 
we have to talk.   

“Recovering the Past” Cel c and 
Roman Mission! By John Finney, 
now in paperback.  In 1983, I 
wrote a paper about how North‐
ern England was brought back to 
Chris anity a er the Roman Em‐
pire departed and the dark Ages 
began.  The French and Italian 
missionaries failed because they 
didn’t relate to the people—they 
tried to make them French or 
Italian.  They literally died trying.  
The Irish missionaries came over 
and could relate to the culture of 
Northern England and Scotland.  
They didn’t try to change the 
folks, but enlisted and taught 
priests (both men and women) in 
sharing and teaching the faith.  I 
got a B for my efforts.  Now, 
there is a book . . . wri en by a 
scholar, who has a PHD in Histo‐
ry, about the very same thing and 
comes up with the same conclu‐
sion as I did!  This book is not 
long, but insigh ul, and an easy 
read.  It can teach us about how 
we share and teach the Gospel in 
a mul ‐cultured society like ours.  
Who said you can’t learn from 
the past.  Let’s talk!   
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The St. Paul’s Connec on 
is a publica on of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402‐895‐3366 
Publica on deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Ar cles/photos/sugges ons may 
be submi ed to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

A er the call to order and a end‐
ance, Tom Wilson offered a devo‐

onal loosely based on Ma hew 
10, where the Council is invited to 
give the distrac ons of their non‐
church life to God so that we 
could focus on the business of the 
congrega on.  

Reviewed Pastor’s report that in‐
cluded a discussion about Stew‐
ardship, the past week’s Wednes‐
day service in the Family Life Cen‐
ter and follow‐up to a Council 
member’s sugges on about ser‐
vice start me.  

Dennis S eren provided an in‐
depth report from Finance, with 
some specific ac ons that may be 
needed at the next mee ng based 
upon results from future Person‐
nel and Finance commi ee work.  

Discussed the Faith Forma on re‐
port, specifically a recommenda‐

on to include our teen age youth 
as on‐premise child care (not in‐
fants) for special Bible studies and 
events only, and a sugges on re‐
garding compensa on for 
staff that accompany students on 
extended trips and pro‐
jects (I.e. the recent Houston 
trip).  Personnel will research the 
second component with input 
from Finance.  

Reviewed other reports, notably 
Stewardship, and Communica on.  

Discussed Goal Se ng as part of 
the Strategic Planning process 
with an emphasis on Small Groups, 
using Technology, and reaching 
out to the congrega on for addi‐

onal involvement in defining our 
mission and vision.  

Council Highlights 
Submi ed this month by Tom Wilson, Council Treasurer 

Discussed the Basement Project 
and approved open forums for 
discussion the weekend of Sep‐
tember 22 & 23, and then on 
Wednesday September 26, with 
a Congrega onal Mee ng set for 
September 30 during the pot luck 
event.  Jim Larson will work with 
Gary McDonald, Dennis S eren, 
Tom Wilson and Erin Rodgers to 
pull everything together.  

Discussed Council mem‐
bers’ involvement with Com‐
mi ee mee ngs.  Council mem‐
bers with required par cipa on 
are Jared Collins (Personnel), 
Tom Wilson (Finance).  Dan 
Abendroth is involved with the 
Mardi Gras commi ee, Joel 
Christensen with Property, Jeff 
Hohenstein with Stewardship, 
Don Anderson with Security and 
Personnel, and Susie S eren with 
Faith Forma on.  

Discussed update on Stephen’s 
Ministers from Pastor Paul.  Need 
to be er communicate status to 

the congrega on as to who and 
how to access.  

Referred procedural ques ons 
rela ng to Background check 
processes to Personnel.  

Discussed Temple Talks and set a 
policy to limit the number per 
month to TWO without excep‐

on.  Discussed other avenues of 
communica on that will be sug‐
gested to requestors.  

The mee ng closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer.  

St. Paul’s Council 

Susie S eren, President  

Jared Collins, Vice President 

Tom Wilson, Treasurer 

Joel Christensen, Secretary 

Dan Abendroth 

Don Anderson 

Jeff Hohenstein 



Sharing Christ’s message to  
transform all generations 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Calendar of Events 

October, 2018 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 

Church Council Meeting  6:30 p.m. Mon. 8 
Church Staff Meetings  9:30 a.m. Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Endowment Board Meeting  4:30 p.m. Thu 18 
Facility Team Meeting  6:30 p.m. Tue. 2 
Faith Bible Study   6:30 p.m. Thu. 18 
Faith in Action/Evangelism Team Meeting 

 6:30 p.m.  Tue 9 
Finance Team Meeting  6:30 p.m. Thur. 4 
Grace Circle  6:30 p.m. Mon. 22 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m. Sun. 14 
Hope Circle  1:00 p.m. Thur. 18 
Library Team Meeting  9:30 a.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24 
Love Circle  11:30 a.m. Wed. 17 
Memorial Committee Meeting  2:00 p.m.  Wed. 17 
Mission Quilters   9:00 a.m.  Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Monday Night Quilters  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Special Musicians Group   1:00 p.m.  Sun. 7, 14, 21, 28 
TheoLocal  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 1, 15 
Thank Offering Weekend   Sat. & Sun. 13 & 14 

MEMBER CARE 

Cards in the Commons 12:30 p.m. Tue. 9, 23 
Community Neal at 1st Baptist  9:00 a.m.  Sat. 27 
Exercise Class    8:15 a.m.  Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 

 8:15 a.m.  Fri.  5, 12, 19, 26 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 1 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thu. 4 
Tai Chi         9:00 a.m.  Tue.  2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

 9:00 a.m.  Thu. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Red Cross Blood Drive  7:00 a.m.  Sun. 14 

EDUCATION SCHEDULE 

All Church Bible Study 6:30 p.m. Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
1st Grade John 3:16 Milestone Class 9:30 a.m.  Sun. 14 
2 year old and Parent Class  9:30 a.m.   Sun 28 

9th Grade Confirmation Retreat 3:00 p.m.  Sun. 21 
Confirmation Class 7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24 
Confirmation               10:30 a.m. Sun. 28 
Cross Generational Event  9:30 a.m.  Sun. 9 
Cross & Heart Kids 7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
G.I.F.T. 9:30 a.m.  Sun 7 
Spirit  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study           11:00 a.m.  Tue. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Thursday Morning Bible Study          10:00 a.m.  Thu. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 6:30 a.m.  Thu. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Wednesday Morning Book Club        10:00 a.m.  Wed. 10 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Choir for Christ Rehearsal  7:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Worship Team Rehearsal  4:30 p.m.  Sat. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Worship Team Rehearsal  8:00 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 

“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Sun 21 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

Wednesday Worship Service 6:30 p.m.  Wed. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Sunday Worship Service 8:30 a.m.   Sun 7, 14, 21, 28 

             10:30 a.m.   Sun. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Nursery 9:30 a.m.   Sun. 7, 14, 21, 28 



October 6—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Sean Simmons 

Communion—Bev Steinbaugh 
Neal & Sharyn Willms 

Greeter—Pat Whitham 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 
Video—Jeanette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Dennis Verdick, Gary Norenberg 
 
 
 

October 7—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Canter– Kristin Ronnenkamp 
Communion—Doug Rothgeb, Karen Hansen, 

Patrick Runge, Sally Runge 
Greeter—Harold Cowan, 

Gloria Jorgensen 
Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Patrick Runge 
Video—Linda Kuehl 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
 
 
 

October 7—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Communion—Doug Rothgeb, 
Phil & Barb Hough, Judy Gray 

Cory & Kathy Juma, Jeremy Grantham 
Kathy Bruneteau 

Greeter—Alex & Tami Williams 
Craig & Wendy Adelson 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 
Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-As Assigned 
Video—As Assigned 
Audio—Bryan Kreun 

Usher—Brock Flowers, John Bourne 
Jeff Hohenstein, Jay Schroeder 

 
 
 

October 13—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Savannah Woodworth 
Greeter—Mike & Wanda Johnson 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Jodi DeSordi 
Video—Clark Willms 

Audio—Bill Koile 
Usher—Bill Jaquith, Gary Norenberg 

 
 
 
 
 

October 14—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer 

Cantor Allen Darell 
Greeter—Fran Witt, Karen Hansen 

Hospitality—Steve & Nancy Steil 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Karen Hansen 
Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
 
 
 

October 14—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Greeter—1st Grade S. S. Class 
Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Barb Hough 
Video—As Assigned 

Audio—Doug Rothgeb 
Usher—Gary McDonald, Cory Juma, 

Scott Custard, Alex Williams 
 
 
 

October 20—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Katie McGraw 

Communion—Karla Neemann, 
Him MacDonald, Marie Witthoft 

Greeter—Karla Neemann 
Prayers-As Asssigned 

Reader-Marie Witthoft 
Video—Jeanette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Dennis Verdick, Bill Jaquith 
 
 
 

October 21—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Sofia Schommer 

Cantor—Patrick Runge 
Communion—Sue Kuehl, Ginny Janis, 
Donna Snowdon, Chelsey Schommer 
Greeter—Sally Runge, Patrick Runge 

Hospitality—Marvin & Corinne Wastell 
Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Sally Runge 

Video—Renate Witt 
Audio—John Snowdon 

Usher—John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 21—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 

Communion—Merry Jensen, Jennifer Collins, 
Joel & Colleen Christensen, 

Fred & Susie Sagendahl 
Ted & Donna Luedke 

Greeter—Tim & Jennifer Collins 
Joel & Colleen Christensen 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 
Prayers-As Assigned 

Reader-Joel Christensen 
Video—As Assigned 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Alex Williams, Jay Schroeder, 
Jeff Hohenstein, Brock Flowers 

 
 
 

October 27—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Sean Simmons 
Greeter—Pat Whitham 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-Vicky Marquardt 
Video—Tammy Baumann 
Audio—Willie Baumann 

Usher—Bill Jaquith, Todd Whitham 
 
 
 

October 28—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—As Assigned 
Cantor—April Taggs 

Greeter—Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 
Hospitality—Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-As Assigned 
Reader-April Taggs 
Video—Linda Kuehl 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 
 
 
 

October 28—10:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Tori Karloff 

Communion—Confirmand Youth 
Greeter—Confirmand Youth 

Hospitality-Joy Marshall 
Prayers—Confirmand Youth 
Reader-Confirmand Youth 

Video—As Assigned 
Audio—Bryan Kreun 

Usher—Confirmand Youth 
 
 

Worship Servants for October, 2018 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 




