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A Look Inside 

dren are critical to knocking 
down the barriers that keep us 
from being a true “All Are Wel-
come” church.   

The reforming church is not just 
about an institution or program, 
but empowerment and mission.  
Instead of the canned answer to; 
“What does this mean?”  we will 
need to look at how we see, care 
for, and love our neighbor in a 
world where the neighborhood is 
bigger than ever.   

This month those newly con-
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Pastor’s Logos (word):  
Reformation Empowers Us  
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

er of the Holy Spirit and made 
powerful by that same Spirit. 

The Reformation changed the 
history of Europe and changes 
the future of the church today.  
Because of the reformers, we can 
read God’s Word, and we can 
participate fully in the rites and 
celebrations of the church.  But 
even more so, we see that the 
church should not stop reform-
ing.  As a matter of fact, it will be 
absolutely necessary if the 
church is to continue to do this 
mission of Christ in the world.  

Reformation was and is a move-
ment that empowers all of us.  
Confirmation is a rite within that 
movement that proclaims that 
these young people take on the 
mantel of responsibility to be 
equal partners in sharing Christ’s 
love in the world.  At a time when 
youth are fleeing the church once 
they are confirmed, it is critical 
that we not only tell them they 
have an important role in the 
mission of Christ, but offer them 
that role.  Put your shoulder into 
it, my daughter, my son, and let 
us together move forward.  Our 
children and our children’s chil-

Reformation Sunday is October 
27th; that day we will also confirm 
nine of our young people into 
adult membership at St. Paul’s.  
Often the rite of confirmation 
takes precedence over Refor-
mation Sunday, but I believe it is 
because of the Reformation that 
we can celebrate confirmation. 

We see in confirmation a com-
plete change in how the church 
and its membership will under-
stand itself.  The Reformation 
empowers all followers of Christ 
to see that they have a role in the 
mission of Christ.  We are no 
longer second-class citizens in 
God’s kingdom, where the clergy 
tell us how to believe, how to act, 
what saves us, and what we owe 
the church.  We are a holy peo-
ple, a royal priesthood of believ-
ers who are made so by the pow-
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Worship  

What is the Reformation? 
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

As we enter the month of Oc-
tober, our thoughts often 
tend to drift toward Hallow-
een, especially for those of us 
who have young children. 
However, there is another im-
portant event we celebrate in 
October: the Protestant 
Reformation. If you were 
raised Lutheran and partici-
pated in confirmation classes, 
you undoubtedly studied 
Martin Luther, his Small Cate-
chism, and the Reformation…
but what do you remember 
about it all? And if you were 
not raised in a Lutheran 
church, perhaps the Refor-
mation itself is new to you. In 
any case, here is a great arti-
cle outlining the history and 
significance of Martin Luther, 
the Reformation, and the 
foundations of Protestantism.  

What Is the Meaning of 
Reformation Sunday? 

By Janet Mulroney Clark 
For Lutherans and many oth-
er Protestants in America, the 
last Sunday in October is cel-

ebrated as 
Refor-
mation 
Sunday. 
Refor-
mation 
Sunday 
honors 
Martin Lu-
ther's bold 

Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

action on October 31st, 1517. 
On that date Luther posted 
his statement of faith, known 
as the 95 Theses, on the door 
of Castle Church in Witten-
berg, Germany, thus begin-
ning the Protestant Refor-
mation. In some parts of Eu-
rope, Reformation Day is a 
civil holiday celebrated on 
October 31st, a day to com-
memorate the vast social and 
political change that resulted 
from Luther's actions.  

 

Who Was Martin Luther?  
Martin Luther, born in 1483 
in Eisleben, Germany, to a 
devout Catholic family, was a 
scholarly, serious man. He 
attended the university in Er-
furt and studied the law, but 
instead of working as a law-
yer, he entered an Augustini-
an monastery and was or-
dained as a monk in 1507. Lu-
ther was tortured by his fear 
of hell, which drove him to 
endless good works and acts 
of piety, as well as self-
flagellation and other acts of 
penance, such as lying in the 
snow for long periods of time 
on winter nights. Through 
reading the Bible, however, 
Luther came to believe peo-
ple were saved not by good 
works or acts of penance, but 
through their faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

Papal Indulgences and Other 
Issues 
Luther was troubled by the 
corruption of the Roman 
Catholic Church, especially 
the selling of indulgences. 
The Catholic church sold pa-
pal indulgences which they 
claimed would eliminate the 
need for acts of penance in 
this life and in the hereafter. 
He was especially bothered 
by the sale of jubilee indul-
gences, which Pope Leo X 
sold, in part to pay for St. Pe-
ter's Cathedral. Luther be-
came increasingly convinced 
that salvation came through 
faith alone, not works.  

The 95 Theses 

Martin Luther was a professor 
of theology. He was a monk 
and a devout Catholic with no 
intentions of starting a new 
church. He did, however, 
want to reform the church, 
and with that goal in mind, 
Luther wrote the 95 Theses, 
which detailed his objections 
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to the selling of indulgences 
and its effect upon the peo-
ple. He posted them on the 
door of the church because 
that was a common place for 
posting public notices. Within 
weeks, however, word of the 
theses had spread. Conse-
quently, Luther was viewed 
by the church as a heretic, 
threatened with burning at 
the stake, and excommunicat-
ed by Pope Leo in 1520. Many 
theologians agreed with Lu-
ther, however, and the 
Protestant Reformation began. 

Reformation Sunday Today 
Reformation Sunday in the 
United States is celebrated as 
a day to honor the root be-
liefs of Protestant Christiani-
ty: that faith in Christ is all 
that's needed for salvation, 
and the Bible, not any human 
leader, is the true authority 
in matters of faith. As Luther 
said when questioned about 
his views, "Unless I am con-
vinced by Scripture and plain 
reason -- I do not accept the 
authority of the popes and 
councils, for they have con-
tradicted each other -- my 
conscience is captive to the 
word of God. I cannot and I 
will not recant anything for to 
go against conscience is nei-
ther right nor safe. God help 
me. Amen."  

 9th grade students will be 
confirmed on Sunday, Oc-
tober 27 at the 10:30 am 
service. Beginning, Octo-
ber 9, bags will be availa-
ble in the Commons for 
you to leave cards. 

Pastor’s Logos   
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE 1 

firmed young people are not just 
the leaders of tomorrow, but the 
partners in ministry of today.  
The Reformation was and has 
been a movement to eliminate 
those things that separate us 
from God and one another.  We 
still need to keep on reforming 
and celebrate the faith, confirm-
ing our love of Christ, confirming 
our love of neighbor, and con-
firming the power to do both! 

                          Pastor Paul 

 

Sunday, November 10  
12 pm- 6 pm  

YOU ARE INVITED!  
All In Training  

Some churches are good at plugging people into programmatic 
“In-House” leadership roles. Very few have caught onto the im-
portance of effective “Out-House”  ministry roles. That means 
helping people care, welcome, and affirm others every day, eve-
rywhere, in every relationship outside the walls of your church 
and programs.   

ALL IN Relational Ministry assume that ministry is meant to be 
lived by caring for friends on the team, in the band, in the nursing 
home, at work, in classes, in neighborhoods, and in families. Min-
istry is meant to be lived out there, not at your church. The 
church is the place to come to learn the skills for loving others. 
Leave the church, go and do likewise (Lk 10) out there!   

"Actual skills produce actual change."  

Adults and youth are invited to this great day of training. Learn in 
interactive, hands-on ways to serve, listen to, and serve our 
neighbors. Lunch will be provided and the gathering is FREE due 
to Mardi Gras funds. Sign up with April or Emily by October 23.  
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It’s the Light Bulb Thing 
An Interview with Bishop Rinehart 

Bishop Michael Rinehart is bishop 
of the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synod, home to 105 ELCA congre-
gations spread across western 
Texas and southern Louisiana.   
The light bulb thing is a reference 
to Thomas Edison and his quest 
to invent the light bulb.  In the 
famous, perhaps apocryphal 
quote, Edison said, " I didn't fail 
to invent the light bulb 1,000 
times.  I created the bulb in a 
1,000-step process."  
The interviewer spoke to the 
bishop about failure and how he 
understands the concept of fail-

ure in our current U.S. political 
and religious climate.  Rinehart 
said that his synod sees, on aver-
age, one ELCA church close its 
doors every year. But despite the 
declining numbers in congrega-
tions and the increasing crises 
that face our nation - including 
the crisis at the border currently 
underway - he maintains an opti-
mist outlook about the fu-
ture.  "It's the light bulb thing," 
he says.  "That's how you have to 
look at it." 

Connection Journal:  I'd like to 
start by asking what failure 
means to you. 

Bishop Michael Rinehart: If you 
think of failure as not achieving a 

goal or objective you are trying to 
reach, that's a starting 
place.  There's certainly different 
levels of failure, but you can think 
about them all in the same 
vein.  You always got to view fail-
ure as one step in a process. 

CJ: If it's one step in a process, do 
you think it's safe to say that no 
failure is permanent? 

BMR: I think that's the hope of 
the resurrection, isn't it? That 
there's nothing that can separate 
us from the love of God.  There's 
certainly failure that can leave 
permanent scars, but we believe 
there's no failure that cannot be 
redeemed at some level. 

CJ: Where do you encounter this 
notion of failure and resurrection 
in your work? 

BMR: There's an old adage in 
business - be sure to generate an 
efficient amount of excellent mis-
takes.  Every time you try some-
thing and you mess up, you just 
learned how to not do some-
thing.  Right now, in the church, 
we're living in a time of change, 
of innovation.  It's absolutely 
critical that we be growing and 
learning. 

CJ: That's one way of looking at 
the trends of the church. 

BMR: I believe right now is a time 
of reformation in North Ameri-
ca.  We're coming from a time 
when church was the popular 
thing to do and coming into a 
time when church is going to be 
the church of conscience - a lot 
of change. 

CJ: Can you tell me what you 
mean by "church of con-
science"?  

BMR: It was always the socially 
popular thing to do, to join the 
church in the 1950s.  It was finan-
cially and socially advantageous 
to become a member of a con-
gregation - whether you cared 
about justice and poverty and 
immigrants and orphans and wid-
ows and aliens and all the things 
the scripture talks about or 
not.  It was a social club, basical-
ly.  

Now we're in a place where, 
thanks be to God, nobody cares 
or even knows whether you be-
long to a congregation on Sunday 
morning.  It you're going to a 
church, it's because you really 
believe in what the church stands 
for in society.  I think there's a 
kind of purifying going on. 

CJ: When someone looks at the 
data around congregations, they 
could understand the decline at 
least in part as the church failing 
to get their message across.  But 
you're saying the church is doing 
what it's supposed to be doing. 

BMR: Right.  You can look back 
and see how the church has 
failed along the way.  But a lot of 
stuff that's happening in society 
is a multi-generational shift over 
much of North America that is 
not in the control of any one par-
ticular congregation.  So, we can 
wring our hands and say what 
happened.  Or we can look at it 
and say, hey, we're in a new mis-
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Red Cross Blood Drive  
Family Life Center  

October 13, 2019 
 7 AM until Noon 

You can give a gift that costs 
nothing, but lasts a lifetime. Only 
one person can give to another. 
You will be someone’s hero. 

Please consider donating and 
schedule an appointment with 
Linda Kuehl at 402-895-0426 or  
jlkuehl1975@aol.com  

A Vaccination Clinic by 
Walgreen’s between services will 
also be available October 13th.  
Flu & pneumonia vaccines will be 
available. 

sion field.  This is an opportunity, 
let's engage the mission field.   

CJ: Let's go from the macro to the 
micro.  Can you talk a little about 
what your vision of failure and 
opportunity means for people in 
youth and family ministry?   

BMR: We're in a time of experi-
mentation.  If what you're doing 
isn't working, do something 
else.  I'm more worried about 
places that are still doing the 
same stuff they were doing in 
1970 - and it isn't working - and 
then throwing their hands in the 
air and saying this is not fair, par-
ents aren't committed enough, 
our pastors aren't good enough, 
our youth workers aren't strong 
enough.  Every excuse in the 
book.  No. We're in a different 
place.   

CJ: What do you think it is that 
keeps people from trying new 
things? 

BMR: There's two responses to 
any problem.  The traditionalist 
response is, it's not working be-
cause we're not doing the things 
we used to do in the way we 
used to do them.  I call it the 
golden years motif - if we would 
just go back to the golden age, 
everything would be wonderful 
again. 

Then there's burn the house 
down.  Nothing that used to be is 
any good anymore - burn it all 
down and start from scratch.  I 

don't find that particularly helpful 
either.  The trick is to not get 
stuck.  I think folks get stuck be-
cause they see all the change 
around them - and they're some-
what terrified by it - and they 
think, if we go back to the way it 
was, everything will be wonder-
ful. 

CJ: What keeps the rural church 
from trying something new? 

BMR: Whether rural or urban, 
sometimes it's the power holders 
in the organization.  And that's 
not just about money.  If it's a 
generational church, where the 
majority of the members are part 
of one or two families that start-
ed the church, there's power 
there.  If the elders of the com-
munity aren't willing to budge, 
then sometimes communities 
just get stuck.  Then you either 
plan a new congregation alto-
gether or else they eventually 
just decline and close.  Our synod 
- one congregation a year closes. 

CJ: We've got massive change 
that's happening on the national 
level, at the community level.  As 
you've said, there's a real need to 
try stuff , and trying means fail-
ure.  What's your message to 
those folks who are working in 
those churches? 

BMR: I think my first thing would 
be, you can't get people to go 
from here to there until they see 
that here is no longer a viable 
place.  Part of our job is a minis-
try of dissatisfaction.  I like to tell 
people it is the gift of discourage-
ment.  You have to help people 
recognize that here is no longer a 
viable place.  Second, you have to 
recognize that there's going to be 
grief, and you have to name that 
grief, own that grief, honor that 
grief.  Third, I like the dual oper-

LIGHT BULB  CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  4 

ating system model - don't kill 
what you got, build something 
new alongside.  Four, innovate, 
innovate, innovate.  Try new 
things.  Create a space.  The 
more new stuff you try, the more 
the congregation gets flexible 
and limber and can say, okay 
we're going to be trying new 
things for a while, and it's okay. 

Here's another thing, small 
groups.  Half of all small groups 
fail within a year or so, if you call 
it fail.  But if you have a group 
that meets for a year, and studies 
the Bible, is that really a fail-
ure?  Instead it ought to spur 
us.  It ought to motivate us.  And, 
Thomas Edison.  The light bulb 
thing. 

This interview and article were 
done by Leigh Finke who is a re-
porter living in St. Paul, MN. 

mailto:jlkuehl1975@aol.com
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I use social media for texting, 
sending pictures, keeping up with 
friends and family; but there are 
two sides to this amazing coin.  
When I am visiting with some-
one, and they keep glancing at 
their phone; when I see parents 
at a table with their kids, and 
they are on their phone and not 
conversing with their own chil-
dren; when the driver next to me 
is on their phone in traffic . . . 
REALLY?!  This may sound cranky, 
but oh, well.  Lately, I have seen 
the blessing social media can be, 
too. The little Tennessee fan who 
was bullied by his classmates for 

a homemade football tee shirt. 
People on social media stepped 
up to back him up. Result: the 
Volunteer Band wore copies of 
his tee shirt, and he has been 
offered a full scholarship to TU!  
The guy at the Iowa/Iowa State 
game who playfully posted a sign 
needing money for beer.  Contri-
butions poured in!  He bought his 
case of beer and donated the 
rest to the Children’s Hospital 
that fans “wave” to at every Iowa 
home game. A man seeing this 
donated $500 in memory of a 
friend, and Anheuser Busch is 
providing thousands in matching 

A Member’s Perspective 
The Good Side of Social Media 
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

Karen Hansen is President of  St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   
Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

 

 

October 19 and 20 is Thankoffering Week-
end.  Quilts and kits will be dedicated and 
our annual Thankofferings will be collected! 

An update from Faith Bible Study concerning 
items still needed for the layettes: pre-folded dia-
pers (they are double cloth with a panel of extra 
thickness in the middle).  They really, really need 
sleepers without the feet! Contact Bev Renken 
with these items 402-895-4635. 

Items for school kits are also still being collected. 
Thanks to all of you for your contributions to these 
projects! What terrific ways to be part of the inter-
generational life here at St. Paul’s! 

funds.  A college friend posted on 
Facebook a prayer request for an 
infant in need of a heart trans-
plant.  A heart was provided, the 
baby is doing well, and prayers 
continue for her and the selfless 
donor family.  Look at these and 
so many stories of good things 
and good people that happen 
because of social media.  Let us 
all remember what a gift this can 
be and pray for guidance as we 
use social media responsibly 
and respectfully.   
Love and Blessings,  

Karen Hansen   

 

Gather for GIFT  

(Growing in Faith Together)  

on Sunday, October 6 

 at 9:30 am in the Family Life Center  

Whether you’re 3, 13, 33, 63, or 93, 
you’re invited!  We need each other. 
We’re better together.  Together we can 
learn about God’s Word and help each 
other to understand it.  We can play and 
get to know our St. Paul’s neighbors.  

 

        Give it a try!  



Faith in Action 
Helping our Neighbors 
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Lutherans Read is a partnership with Miller Park Ele-
mentary (OPS) and Rockwell Elementary (MPS) to 
encourage reading among elementary students cur-
rently in grades 1-3.  Miller Park Elementary, located 
in northeast Omaha, serves a number of students 
from diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds.  African-
American and Latino students make up the highest 
percentage of those students.  94% of the students 
are eligible for the free lunch and breakfast pro-
gram.  Last year, 25 students came from shelters to 
attend classes.  Many of the families who have stu-
dents at Miller Park Elementary are at or below pov-
erty levels.   

In 2013, Pastor John Backus invited Pastor Paul Coen 
to partner together with Miller Park Elementary to 
read to grades 1-3. Pastor John was already reading 
with one class, so it was decided that St. Paul’s 
would provide readers and books for those grades 
not covered by readers from Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  In 2014, St. Paul’s, with a grant from St. 
Paul’s Endowment, began reading and giving books 
to 1st and 2nd graders. 

The uniqueness of this program is threefold; first, 
adults reading to and with kids as a part of the 
school reading program; second, the children get to 
keep the books, taking them home. For many, this is 
the first book they have ever owned, creating their 
very own mini-library.  This encourages reading at 
home as well, which in some cases has given their 
parents the opportunity to learn to read.  The third 
gift of this program is that the readers spend the 
whole school year reading to their particular class.  
This develops relationship with the students, the 

children will often refer to the adult coming to read 
to them as “their” reader.  

The administration, teachers, parents, and children 
have all expressed great appreciation for the reading 
program.  Reading scores and library check-outs 
have increased since the beginning of this program, 
with measurable improvement in vocabulary, com-
prehension, spelling, and grammar.    

The name “Lutherans Read” came into being when 
St. Paul’s started to read at Rockwell Elementary in 
the Millard Public School system.  It was decided 
with Trinity that, as they expanded into their com-
munity elementary schools, we would do the same 
in Millard, where St. Paul’s is located. In January of 
2016 Lutherans Read began reading to grades 1-3, 
with three sections in each grade.  We continued to 
do so beginning in the Fall of 2016, reading once a 
month to students, giving them books to take home 
as their very own.  

Lutherans Read is pure community outreach.  The 
primary mission of this program as endorsed by St. 
Paul’s is to bring the joy of reading to all children.  
Our commitment is to the children, to let them 
know that they are cherished by people (20 adults 
over the last six years) outside of the school.  The 
gift of books is another way to let them know how 
important they are and how important reading can 
be for their lives. 

Project: Lutherans Read 

Look at the next page to learn how the St. Paul’s Quilters are 
partnering with the Lutherans Read program. 



999  9                                                                                                                                                                                                                           The St. Paul’s Connection,  October 2019 

 

Faith in Action CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  8 

 

Only One Month to Go! 
The Faithful Builders coalition will be completing it’s 26th consecutive 
annual Habitat house on October 26th this year.  The dedication, when 
the keys are presented to the homeowner, is expected to be later in 
November.  The exact date hasn’t been set yet.   

There are still opportunities to volunteer on this year’s project.  People 
of all skill levels are welcome, men and women!   To sign up for the build 
go to https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilders2019.  Here is the build sched-
ule for the remainder of the year: 

September 27 – Drywall – ceilings. 
September 28 – Drywall – walls. 
October 11 – Painting. 
October 12 – Doors and trim, kitchen cabinets.  
October 19 – Trim, finish work.  
October 26 – Clean-up (1/2 day – no lunch).  

You can also be part of this year’s build by providing financial support.  
As part of the Faithful Builders coalition, St Paul’s is committed to rais-
ing funds for our build.   If you’d like to support in this way, please 
make checks out to St. Paul’s, and write “Habitat” on the envelope and 
on the memo line.   

If you have any questions please contact Jeff Hohenstein at jmho-
henst@gmail.com  (402-619-7561) or Scott Custard at 
scott@movingpartsllc.com (402-763-9384). 

St. Paul’s readers are reaching 
out to our neighbors: the second 
graders at Miller Park Elementary 
in OPS.  One of the books that 
has been chosen for this year’s 
program at Miller Park is about 
quilts. In the spring of 2020, 75 
students will receive a new book 
and at the same time receive an 
“I Spy” quilt of their own.   

Thank you to all who have taken 
the quilt top packages and have 
sewn the tops together.  For 
those who are still sewing, the 
quilters would like the tops back 
by early October. 

Assembly of the quilts begins 
with sandwiching the batting be-
tween the top and the backing 
fabrics, then pinning the edges.  
Crochet thread is then used to 
create ties between the three 
layers that will eventually be cut 
and tied.  If you are interested in 
helping with this project, you can 
join the St. Paul’s quilters on 
Monday mornings from 9 to 
10:30 in the quilting room.     

Watch the church chat for times 
when all members of the congre-
gation can come together for 
intergenerational tying opportu-
nities.   

Be sure to look at examples of 
the quilts on the bulletin board in 
the entrance by the office. 

St. Paul’s Quilters  
Partner with Lutherans 
Read Program 

St. Paul’s hosts a free meal for mem-
bers of the community  every month.  
The meal is served from 11:30-12:30.  
Everyone is welcome to come, includ-
ing members of St. Paul’s.  Please share 
this information with your friends, col-
leagues and on your social media.   
Would you like to be a part of this min-
istry?  Consider volunteering for one or 
both shifts.   

For more information, contact  
Maia Young at maiayoung@icloud.com. 

Our next meals are  

October  26 
November 23 
December 28 

https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilders2019
mailto:jmhohenst@gmail.com
mailto:jmhohenst@gmail.com
mailto:scott@movingpartsllc.com
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This spring, Trinity Lutheran Church hosted a fund-
raiser for Crossroads with the specific purpose of 
raising scholarship funds for individuals who are 
presently or have recently attended Cross-
roads.  Trinity intends this to be an annual event and 
is currently planning a fall 2020 fundraiser.  Cross-
roads will add additional funds toward these schol-
arships.  The new Scholarship program will be in col-
laboration with Metropolitan Community College in 
their reentry program.  Please pray along with us 
that individuals take hold of this opportunity and are 
blessed by it. 

A mentoring program is being offered to our wor-
shipers and we need mentors. We feel this program 
can have a dramatic effect on the reentry of individ-
uals to society. If you feel that you have a special 
skill set/educational specialty, empathy, an ability to 
listen and a desire to help give Delena Givens Brown 
(402) 321-3837 a call to discuss.  Delena is the Vice 
President of the board and a member on the men-
toring committee. 

Currently one of our GREATEST NEEDS is volunteer 
drivers to transport our worshipers from Omaha 
Community Corrections to Crossroads and 
back.  Our goal is to grow our current pool of drivers 
so that no one person must drive every week.  Right 
now, this is not the case, but we are confident God 
will move in this need.  We do have a bus so if you 
have a CDL (with passengers’ endorsement) certifi-
cation or are willing to become certified, we need 
you.  Thankfully the certification process is very 
easy, and that process can be explained more by 
contacting Anne Carroll at (402) 553-3251.  If you’re 
interested but unsure, I invite you to ride along to 
see how it works, I think you’ll be surprised. Our de-
sire is to avoid the rare occasion where we have 
been unable to transport someone to services.  Your 
help in this is greatly appreciated. 

I was in prison and you came to visit me . . . I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did for  me.”                                                  (Matthew 25:36, 40) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Crossroads Connection is a Cristian community of faith in  
Support of prisoners, those released, and their families,  

because God’s grace is extended to all. 

With the upcoming change of season, we are asking 
for fall and winter donations for our men’s clothes 
closet.  Especially needed are long sleeved shirts, 
sweatshirts, jackets, coats, jeans, white cotton work 
socks, gloves and hats.  All sizes are appreciated. 
Thank you for your continuous donations to this im-
portant resource. Unfortunately, we no longer need 
women’s items due to the women’s population 
moving to the work release center in Lincoln.  Thank 
you for all the previously donated women’s cloth-
ing.   

We continue to need paper products such as: nap-
kins, plastic ware, cups (coffee-size), heavy duty pa-
per plates, soup/salad bowls and the large garbage 
bags.  These items are always needed.  Thank you! 

My continued thanks to everyone for all you do to 
help Crossroads serve those imprisoned and their 
families, as we are called to do. 

Diane 
President and Worship Coordinator 
Crossroads Connection 

St. Paul’s partners with Trinity Lutheran Church by 
providing a meal or worship service on the fifth 
Sundays of the month.  If you would like to help 
with either the worship service or  preparing and 
serving a meal on one (or all) of these Sundays, 
please contact Pastor Paul or Lynda Nicholson. 
UPCOMING DATES: 

December 29, 2019  -Trinity provides the meal 
        St. Paul is worship 
March 29, 2020   - St. Paul provides the meal 
        Trinity is worship 
May 31, 2020   - Trinity provides the meal 
         St. Paul is worship 
August 30, 2020   - St. Paul provides the meal 
         Trinity is worship 
November 29, 2020  - Trinity provides the meal 
         St. Paul is worship  
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Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Formation.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 
April Taggs is Youth Ministry Coordinator.  Contact April at ataggs@splcomaha.org 

Faith Formation  
BY  EMILY  DALEN  AND  APRIL  TAGGS 

 

 

2020 Mission Trip 
Calling all high school students and parents! Join April for the Mission Trip 
2020 reveal! Come and find out all of the details about next summer’s mis-
sion trip on Wednesday, October 2 at 8 pm. The meeting will be brief so 
that younger family members can get to bed at a decent hour.  

LYON Deadline October 2nd  
SPIRIT, don’t miss the early bird deadline for LYON which will be held 

November 22-24 at Camp Calvin Crest by 
Fremont. Register with April by October 2 to 
receive the price of $125. Parents are needed 
to attend with students and their cost will be 
covered. 

Wednesday Faith Formation clas-
ses including Cross and Heart 
Kids, Confirmation, or SPIRIT WILL 
NOT meet on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 16 due to Millard’s Fall Break. 
Worship will be held. 

1st graders and parents will 
meet on Sunday, October 13 at 
9:45 am in the Chapel for a 
3:16 Milestone class. 

 

Milestone 
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From St. Paul’s Library 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  14 

October’s selection is Before We 
Were Yours by Lisa Wingate.  A 
gripping story with two plot lines 
developed in exquisite and heart-
rending manner makes this his-
torical novel about a true event 
in America’s history a must-read. 
A recalled memory told in the 
prologue and set in 1939 begins 
the first thread which then inter-
twines itself with present day 
events.  The plot deals with 

With the weather changing, a 
good book and a nice cup of hot 
tea or coffee might just be in or-
der. The Library Team has chosen 
three books for you to consider. 
Each month the books that are 
the Library Team’s favorites will 
be shelved on a special “Books of 
the Month” shelf so they are easy 
to find.  

Upstairs at the White House: My 
Life with the First Ladies  
by J.B. West 

This nonfic-
tion book will 
give the read-
er a fasci-
nating behind
-the-scenes 
look at life on 
Pennsylvania 
Avenue with 
America’s first 
families, by 
the man who spent nearly three 
decades in their midst. Chief ush-
er of the White House J.B. West 
directed the operations and 
maintenance of 1699 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue - and coordinated its 
daily life - at the request of the 
president and his family.  For 
twenty-eight years, first as assis-
tant to the chief usher, then as 
chief usher, he witnessed nation-
al crises and triumphs, and inter-
acted daily with six consecutive 
presidents and first ladies, as well 
as their parents, children, grand-
children, and houseguests.  Alive 
with anecdotes, Upstairs at the 
White House is a rich account of 
a slice of American history that 
usually remains behind closed 
doors.  

A Gentleman in Moscow  
by Amor Towles 

When in 1922, 
thirty-year-old 
Count Alexan-
der Rostov is 
deemed an 
unrepentant 
aristocrat by a 
Bolshevik tri-
bunal, he is 
sentenced to 
house arrest 
in the Metro-
pol, a grand hotel near the Krem-
lin.  An indomitable man of learn-
ing and wit, Rostiv must now live 
in an attic room as some of the 
most tumultuous decades in Rus-
sian history unfold. Unexpected-
ly, the Count’s reduced circum-
stances provide him entry into a 
world of emotional discovery as 
he forges friendships with the 
hotel’s inhabitants.  But when 
fate puts the life of a young girl in 
his hands, he must draw on all his 
ingenuity to protect the future 
she deserves.  Hailed for its hu-
mor, intrigue, and beautifully 
rendered scenes, this singular 
novel casts a spell as it relates 
the Count’s endeavor to become 
a man of purpose.  

Soon to become a movie!!   

The Imperial Cruise  
by James Bradley 

In the summer of 1905, President 
Theodore Roosevelt dispatched 
the largest diplomatic mission in 
American history.  Led by Secre-
tary of War (and future presi-
dent) William Howard Taft, the 
group traveled thousands of 
miles across the Pacific, docking 

From the Book Club: 

in Hawaii, Japan, the Philippines, 
China and Korea.  Along for the 
ride was Teddy’s daughter Alice, 
a media darling known for her 
wild behavior.  She was not there 
by accident: her father knew that 
Alice would be an effective dis-
traction for the reporters cover-
ing the journey.  And Roosevelt 
had a very 
good reason to 
keep his true 
motive con-
cealed. A cen-
tury later, 
James Bradley 
traveled in the 
wake of Roo-
sevelt’s imperi-
al cruise, final-
ly rediscover-
ing what had actually transpired 
in Honolulu, Tokyo, Manila, Bei-
jing, and Seoul.  What he found 
will forever change the way you 
think about America history and 
the origins of war and the empire 
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CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  13 

young children 
on a shanty-boat 
in the Mississippi 
and is resolved in 
the present day. 
The concern with 
family secrets 
and maintaining 
appearances for 

a senator’s daughter and her 
family is an integral part of the 
plot.  

Though a novel, it concerns a 
problem which occurred in the 
1930s and still unfortunately oc-
curs today.  Although the court 
case is not discussed, once you 
have read the story you will be 
concerned that more cases such 
as this are not resolved and the 
practice and related practices 
eradicated from society in the 
United States and worldwide. 

You are encouraged to read the 
novel and join us for tea, coffee, 
and a treat at 10:00 in the church 
library on the second Wednesday 
of each month for a lively discus-
sion.  This month it will be held 
on October 9th. 

“Lisa Wingate is a former journal-
ist, an inspirational speaker, and 
the bestselling author of more 
than thirty books. Her block-
buster "Before We Were Yours" 
was on the NYT best seller list for 
over one year. Lisa 
believes stories 
can change the 
world.”  (google)  

November’s selec-
tion is by Kristin 
Hannah:  The 
Things We Do for 
Love. 

From the Book Club: Grief Share – A Resource for the Grieving 
PROVIDED BY HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM 

How GriefShare works 
It may be hard for you to feel optimistic about the future right now. If 
you’ve lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend, you’ve probably 
found there are not many people who understand the deep hurt you feel.  
This can be a confusing time when you feel isolated and have many ques-
tions about things you’ve never faced before. 

“Going to GriefShare feels like having warm arms wrapped around you 
when you’re shivering.” 

GriefShare groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges and 
move toward rebuilding your life. Each GriefShare session has three dis-
tinct elements: 

Video seminar with experts 
Each week your GriefShare group will watch a video seminar featuring top 
experts on grief and recovery subjects. These videos are produced in an 
interesting television magazine format featuring expert interviews, real-life 
case studies, dramatic reenactments, and on-location video. 

Support group discussion with focus 
After viewing the video, you and the other group members will spend time 
as a support group, discussing what was presented in that week’s video 
seminar and what is going on in your lives. 

Personal study and reflection 
During the week you will have the opportunity to use your workbook for 
further personal study of the grieving process and to help sort out your 
emotions through journaling. Your group will spend time discussing ques-
tions and comments from the workbook study. 

Who should come . . . who should not 
GriefShare is for people grieving the death of a family member or friend. 
We understand that there are other losses in life that create feelings of 
grief. You might be experiencing a job loss, a divorce, estrangement from a 
child, or the loss of friends because of a move. This grief is real, but it is not 
the kind of grief discussed in GriefShare sessions. We encourage you to ask 
a pastor, counselor, or church leader for help in finding resources that will 
be of specific help in your situation. If you are going through separation or 
divorce, please consider participating in a DivorceCare.org program. 

When to join a GriefShare group 
You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any session. 
Each is “self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will 
find encouragement and help whenever you begin. You will be able to con-
tinue with GriefShare through the next 13-week cycle and view any of the 
videos you have not seen. 

There are many locations near St. Paul’s.  For locations in Omaha go to 
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/search or contact Jennifer Collins for 
assistance with finding a location call (402) 740-9525 or email:  Jenjumacol-
lins@icloud.com.  

https://www.griefshare.org/groups/search
mailto:Jenjumacollins@icloud.com
mailto:Jenjumacollins@icloud.com
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“Carnival Row” - rated R; current-
ly on Amazon Prime.  This series 
is quite a creative look at a land 
and time that has Steampunk 
meeting Middle Earth.  A war has 
been fought and a nation called 
the Pact has defeated the people 
called the Fae.  These people are 
fairy folk; yes, the whole package 
of fairies, trolls, satyrs, pucks, and 
elves.  The land they escaped was 
once their ally but is not really 
thrilled to have these unique ref-
ugees becoming a part of their 
society.  Prejudice, violence, fear, 
and love are all a part of this par-
able of how two different worlds 
come together; or not.  After you 
watch the first episode, we 
should really talk.      

1/2 

“The Terror” - rated MA; current-
ly on AMC.  Last year the Terror 
took place north of the Arctic Cir-
cle; this part of the anthology 
takes place in America, in the 
Japanese Internment Camps dur-
ing WWII.  An evil spirit is harass-
ing and killing any folks that get 
in its way.  But the real terror is 
how the American government 
and American citizens are 
treating other American citizens 
because they are of Japanese de-
scent.  By the way, those Japa-
nese who joined the military 
were some of the bravest sol-
diers for America against the Na-
zis.  This parable is about two 
kinds of fear: the fear of the su-
pernatural and the fear of our 
neighbor.  After you watch the 
first episode, let’s talk.   

1/2 

“Capernaum” by Paul Coen - 
book available in January of 2020 
for Pre-teen and Youth.  Here is a 
story about a village where, for 
two years, Jesus lived out his mis-
sion and ministry.  A list of char-
acters spoken of in the Gospels 
appear but once and we never 
hear about them again, or so we 
think.  Whether it is the Roman 
centurion seeking help for his 
servant, a woman who boldly 
touches the hem of Jesus’ robe 
to be healed, or a religious leader 
pleading for the life of his daugh-
ter.   Maybe it is the man who 
made quite the entrance into Je-
sus’ house through the roof.  All 
these folks have a story and this 
novel tells theirs.  This story puts 
the Bible and history together 
with “what if” and “who might,” 
showing us possible visions of 
Jesus’ ministry in the fishing vil-
lage of Capernaum.  After you 
hear (podcast) or read this story, 
I would love to talk!  

 

Capernaum 
P A U L  C O E N  
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walls of a tent to provide protec-
tion for a family.   

WELCA includes 
all women who 
are members of 
St. Paul’s.  
WELCA pro-
vides opportu-
nities for wom-
en to meet in 
study groups at various times 
throughout the month.  Our cir-
cles provide Bible study and mis-
sion work opportunities.  There 
are also other opportunities such 
as the quilting groups to bring 
women together to fellowship 
and share.  Occasionally there 
are social activities such as a 
spring luncheon.  We encourage 
all women of the church to be-
come active in existing programs 
and help us in establishing other 
opportunities to meet the needs 
of women of all ages. 

Second Mile Offering 
Being a Good Neighbor 

Coffee with the Council 

October 12th at 6:30 pm 

October 13th at 9:30 am 

October will provide us with the 
opportunity to support two im-
portant ministries.  An outreach 
activity to bring Christ’s love to 
our neighbors in the greater Mil-
lard and Omaha communities, 
Habitat for Humanity, is a minis-

try St. Paul’s works with annually.  
A great deal of work has been 
completed on this year’s house 
and it is ongoing until the 26th of 
October.  You can still sign up to 
help! See the display in the Com-
mons area.   St. Paul’s has 
pledged to support this ministry 
with our monetary treasures and 
equally importantly our God giv-
en skills in carpentry, painting, 
etc.  Pictures of our workers and 
the family who also work on their 
home are in the Commons area.  
Your offering will help us reach 
our financial commitment. 

In October a second mile offering 
will be collected after the church 

 

 

Follow us 

www.splcomaha.org 
https://twitter.com/splcomaha 

https://www.facebook.com/splcomaha/ 
https://www.pinterest.com/splcomaha/ 

www.instagram.com/stpaulsomaha/ 

The St. Paul’s Connection  
is a publication of  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
13271 Millard Avenue 

Omaha, NE 68137  

402-895-3366 
Publication deadline is the 21st of the 

month.  Articles/photos/suggestions may 
be submitted to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

 

services to help offset the costs 
incurred with the WELCA mission 
of kits for the Lutheran World 
Relief.  WELCA recognizes that 
neighbors can also live abroad 
and have needs that we can help 
to meet.  Brown Transfer volun-
teers to take our church’s contri-
butions using their trucks to the 
collection site in Minnesota.  
However, it is costly for Lutheran 
World Relief to get the health 
kits, quilts, and baby layettes to 
the overseas locations where 
they are distributed to refugees 
or disaster victims who are living 
in camps in third world countries.   

Health and cleanliness of individ-
uals is always a concern in the 
camps.  Births are many and 
most mothers do not have the 
basic needs for their new infants.  
The fact that layettes are given is 
often the motivation for mothers 
to seek prenatal care.  Quilts not 
only provide bedding and 
warmth but can serve as the 
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Calendar of Events 
 

October, 2019 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 14 
Church Staff Meetings   9:30 a.m.  Tue. 1, 8, 15, 22, 24 
Facility Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 7 
Faith Bible Study    1:00 p.m.  Thu. 10 
Faith in Action Team Meeting 6:30 p.m.   Tue. 17 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Thur. 10 
Grace Circle    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 28 
Hope Circle    1:00 p.m.  Thur. 17 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m.  Sun. 13 
Library Team Meeting   9:30 a.m.  Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
Love Circle    11:30 a.m. Wed. 16 
Memorial Committee Meeting  1:30 p.m. Mon. 21 
Mission Quilters    9:00 a.m. Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Monday Night Quilters   6:30 p.m. Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 

 
 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Commons  12:30 p.m. Tue. 8, 22 
Exercise Class     8:15 a.m.  Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 
     8:15 a.m.  Fri.  4, 11, 18, 25 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 7 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thu. 3 
Tai Chi          9:00 a.m.  Tue.  1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
  9:00 a.m.  Thu. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
Faith Formation Classes   7:00 p.m.  Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
New Testament You Never Knew Bible Study 
     6:30 p.m.  Thu. 3, 10 , 17, 24 
Romans Bible Study   9:30 a.m.  Sun. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study             11:00 a.m. Tue. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Thursday Morning Bible Study            10:00 a.m. Thu. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Thursday Morning Bible Study              6:30 a.m. Thu. 17, 24, 31 
Wednesday Morning Book Club          10:00 a.m. Wed. 9 
 

 
 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ   7:00 p.m.    Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

Worship Team Rehearsal   4:30 p.m.  Sat. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Worship Team Rehearsal   8:00 p.m.  Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 7, 14, 21, 28 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Mon 21 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sunday Worship Service   8:30 a.m.    Sun. 6, 13, 20, 27 
                10:30 a.m.   Sun. 6, 13, 20, 27 
    6:30 p.m.   Wed. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

WELCA Thankoffering Weekend 
October 19 & 20 

 
The New Testament You Never Knew  

Bible Study 
Thursday, October 3, 10 ,17, 24,  6:30 p.m. 

 
Community Meal 

Saturday, November 26 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Confirmation 

Sunday, October 27 at 10:30 a.m. 



October 5—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Jane Coen, Amy Oberdin, 

Marie Witthoft 

Greeter-Steve & Amy Oberdin 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Steve Oberdin 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Denny Verdick, 

Russ Owens 

 

October 6—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Cantor-Patrick Runge 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, Sally Runge 

Tony & Chelsey Schommer 

Greeter-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Sally Runge 

Video-Linda Kuehl 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Bill Averman, Harry Seebold 

 

October 6—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Ethan Wilson, Noah Wilson 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Cathy Bourne, Maia Young, 

Carol Applegate, Leslie Nelson, 

Cory & Kathy Juma, Tammy Aden 
Greeter-Cathy Bourne, Sharla Fitzgerald, 

Craig & Wendy Adelson 

Hospitality-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Sofia Schommer 

Reader-Holden Campbell 

Video-Jackie Chuol 

Audio-Cheryl Franko 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, Brock Flowers, 

Ted Luedke, Jay Schroeder 

 

October 12—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Ellie Woehler 

Reader-Marie Witthoft 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, Keith Simmons 

 

October 13—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Allen Darrell 

Greeter-Evan Holly, Harold Cowan 

Hospitality-Steve & Nancy Steil 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Allen Darrell 

Video-Renate Witt 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Bill Averman 

 

October 13—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Jackie Chuol 

Greeters-1st Grade S.S. Class 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-John vonDohren 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Jim Nissen 

Ushers-Cory Juma, Scott Urbach, 

Scott Custard, Gary McDonald 

 

October 19—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Bev Steinbaugh, 

Neal & Sharyn Willms, 

Vicky Marquardt 

Greeters-Keith Simmons 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Vicky Marquardt 

Video-Sid Rames 

Audio-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Dennis Verdick, 

Russ Owens 

 

October 20—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Pastor Paul 

Communion-Karen Hansen, Sue Kuehl 

Ginny Janis, Harold Cowan 

Greeter-Ken & Karen Mass 

Hospitality-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Ken Mass 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Arno Neben 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl,  

Bill Averman, Gary Winter 

 

October 20—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Kathy Bruneteau, 

Phil & Barb Hough, Barb Saighman, 

Fred & Suzie Sagedal,  

Sue Schroeder, Pat Zimmerman 

Greeter-Jay & Sue Schroeder, 

Joel & Colleen Christensen 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Jan Wilson 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bill Koile 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, Jay Schroeder, 

Alex Williams, Brock Flowers 

 

October 26—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Kathy Gannon, 

Carolyn Badtke, 

John & Shannon Fonda 

Greeter-Mike & Wanda Johnson 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 

Video-Tammy Baumann 

Audio-Willie Baumann 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, 

Keith Simmons 

 

October 27—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Erin Rodgers 

Communion-Sue Kuehl, Darlene Stine, 

Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Greeter-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Wilma Nelson 

Video-Linda Kuehl 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 

Bill Averman 

 

October 27—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Confirmands 

Greeter-Confirmands 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-Confirmands 

Reader-5th Confirmands 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bryan Kreun 

Ushers-John Bourne, John Keim, 

Gary McDonald, Mark Giesemann 

Worship Servants for October, 2019 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


