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we will celebrate that ultimate gift.  The 
Christmas list that God made was not for 
God, but for us.  The things on God’s list 
we could not attain on our own, they were 
beyond our ability to purchase or create.  
However, God can and did.  He pur-
chased our lives by the giving of Jesus to 
us and for us.  Jesus in turn gave himself 
for us, even to die on the cross for us!  The 
blessing of God’s list is we know that it is 
absolutely true and the burden of God’s 
list is the cross that Jesus took for us. 

The gift of Jesus is the gift that keeps on 
giving.  It is like a membership that has so 
many benefits and never runs out.  Yet 
like a Christmas gift card that we forget 

we have, and do not use that which is 
given to us free.   How sad it is when we 
get what we need and don’t appreciate it.  
How unhappy we think we are, when we 
don’t get what we want, without realizing 
we already have that which is best for us. 

My wife Jane tells me the truth when she 
says to me that my love for her is enough, 
but she will not stop me from getting her 
something that shows my appreciation of 
her love for me.   

This Christmas, like every Christmas we 
are called to remember how truly blest we 
are, to be loved so much by God that all 
we can do is say Thank you and Amen!   

Christmas lists can be a blessing and a 
burden.  They are helpful when trying to 
figure out what to get a loved one.  They 
are sometimes unattainable, which makes 
them not helpful at all.  Then there is the 
great lie.  “You don’t have to get me any-
thing, your love for me is enough.”  This 
might be partially true, not the part that 
says you don’t have to get me anything.  
Only a foolish man (insert husband) be-
lieves this.  Well, I digress . . . the truth is 
we do have everything we need to live a 
happy life. 

The biggest truth of all comes to us in 
John 3:16 & 17.  Yes, God does love us 
that much and on the Nativity of our Lord 

PASTOR’S  LOGOS  (WORD) 

PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER 2 

WHY  MILESTONES  MINISTRY? 3 

HERE’S  WHAT’S  HAPPENING  THIS  MONTH 4-5 

LAST  MONTH  AT  ST.  PAUL’S 6 

BAPTISMS 7 

IN  MEMORIAM 7 

  

  

  

  

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 8 

SECOND  MILE 8 

MOVIE,  MEDIA  &  BOOK  REVIEWS 9 

ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 9 

THE  BELL 10 

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA 11 

DECEMBER  CALENDAR 12-13 

  

  

  

  

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 



PASTOR  SARAH’S  CORNER

PAGE  2 DECEMBER  2017 

Recently, I taught a class for our Affirma-
tion of Baptism students that was called: 
“God on Broadway.” The class was a 
combination of some of my passions — 
musicals, theatre, and faith. We focused 
on different plays and shows, looking at 
how a storyline taught us about our faith, 
or who God is, or why that even matters 
in today’s world.  

While my heart swelled with pride as our 
young people were able to articulate the 
importance and potential hang-ups of 
“traditions” after we watched a clip from 
Fiddler on the Roof, and then it grew even 
bigger as they were able to see how our 
country’s struggle with racial divides goes 
against Jesus’ teaching to love our neigh-
bors as ourselves after viewing “I know 
where I’ve Been” from Hairspray, there 
was a conversation that instilled such hope 
in me for the future of the church that I 
have to share it with all of you!  

When I asked my class to name the ways 

Worship is a Verb 

they participated in a play, it was all very 
passive. “We clap at the end of a song or 
scene,” and “we get up to stretch at the 
intermission.” Primarily, they understood 
that when they enter a theatre’s produc-
tion space, they are an audience member: 
there to be entertained, perhaps to be chal-
lenged or learn something new, but to 
keep quiet and pay attention. Then, when 
I asked them how this was different from 
the ways they participated in worship, the 
room exploded with ideas:  

“We sing!” 
“We pray and say the creed!” 

“We acolyte and help with offering!” 
“I really like to usher and read the lesson.”  

“We get to take communion!” 
“Does it count when I sit by some of the 
little kids and help them pay attention?” 

Yes! YES! YES! Participation is key here, 
because worship is a verb. We do not enter 
our sanctuary with the expectation that we 
are to clap after a scene, or sit quietly for 

the whole show. Because worship isn’t 
something we observe, worship is some-
thing we DO.  

I’ve been saying it all year: “liturgy,” that 
is, our order of worship, literally translates 
to “the work of the people.” Which means 
that when we show up to worship on Sun-
day morning, or Saturday or Wednesday 
evening, we are actually showing up to 
work — to DO something. But the same is 
true in reverse: when we live our lives as 
claimed children of God, then even when 
we show up to work, or school, or meet-
ings, or the grocery store, we can be living 
our lives as a continuous form of worship 
to God.  

Every time we gather to worship, we do it 
together. We stretch our muscles of faith 
so that the whole world can know they are 
part of the story God is telling in our lives.  

See you in church!  
Pastor Sarah  

Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

January 2 – February 6, 2018  

From Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem to 
His glorious resurrection, the Last Days of 
Jesus DVD Bible study provides a fantastic 
overview of six major events surrounding Jesus' 
death and resurrection! Each of the six sessions 
starts out in Israel, showing key locations such 
as the Garden of Gethsemane and the Mount of 

Olives. Taught by leading scholars and professors who offer excel-
lent overviews along with historical and cultural context, this study 
will deepen your understanding of key Easter events. 

To reserve a participant book contact: 
Colleen Christensen at  crchrist51@gmail.com  or call 402-339-7722. 

By December 15th 

 

Did you know that you can support 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church through 
A m a z o n  S m i l e ?  G o 
to smile.amazon.com and search for 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church Millard 
or just look under Millard, NE and 
the church will pop up, select it as 
your charity of choice and as long as 
y o u  a r e  s h o p p i n g  u n d e r 
the smile.amazon.com website, a 
percentage of your Amazon purchas-
es will support our church! 

ATTENTION  MEMBERS 
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This past Sunday our Kindergarten 
students and parents gathered to learn 
about the Lord's Prayer. This class 
was part of a greater philosophy of 
ministry called Milestones Ministry 
(www.milestonesministry.org). Often re-
ferred to as Milestones at St. Paul's, these 
classes bring people of all ages, usually 
child and parent, together to learn about a 
specific topic. Anyone is welcome to at-
tend! They learn about things like prayer, 
the Lord's Prayer, John 3:16, the Ten 
Commandments or Apostles' Creed to-
gether in an environment that encourages 
families to talk about faith things together. 
During the class, participants might learn 
actions to different parts of the Lord's 
Prayer so that kinesthetic learning can 
take place. Hopefully when they go home 
they can continue to say the Lord's Prayer 
with the actions they learn. Or, they may 
make communion bread together so that 
when they take their first communion in 
3rd grade there is a connection to the ele-
ment. 

After families learn together, there is often 
a worship celebration. We bring the fami-
lies to the front of the church and say a 
special prayer for them. Or, we ask them 
to lead a part of worship connected to 
what they learned that day. In November 
you saw the Kindergarten families lead the 
Lord's Prayer. 

These Kindergarten students also served 

as greeters and wow, were they excited to 
do so! They were bold and had their hands 
ready to welcome whomever walked by! It 
was so fun to watch people's faces light up 
as they saw these kids ready to greet. 

So why Milestones Ministry? We believe 
that faith is often formed by the Holy Spir-
it through personal, trusted relationships 
and that the church is a living partnership 
between home and congregation. We also 
know that years and years of research 
show that mom and dad are the most im-
portant faith influence in a young person's 
life for better or for worse. Kids' faith often 
mirrors that of their parents because kids 
are watching everything that we do. Of 
course, other caring adults, friends, camps, 
and even church staff can influence faith, 
but parents are hands down the most influ-
ential. 

Having worked in faith formation for 
many years, I often hear parents say that 
I'm just not sure how to pray, read the 
Bible, or answer my kids' questions about 
God. Milestones Ministry helps as parents 
often feel comfortable coming to some-
thing for their kids. They practice talking 
about "God things" together. They play 
and maybe make a craft and hopefully 
become a little more comfortable saying 
the Lord's Prayer together. 

At St. Paul's we often use these Milestones 
to help kids lead. When they serve as 

greeters they learn that this is something 
that they could do again. When they lead 
the Lord's Prayer for the congregation 
they learn that they could also say the 
Prayers of the People. When they usher or 
read scripture they are learning that they 
can lead, and serve, at church. They have 
a job and are needed. Hopefully they con-
tinue to do all of these things as they get 
older because they've done them for as 
long as they can remember. A habit is 
formed. There's all sorts of "church re-
search" that says young people want to 
feel like they're important and can lead in 
a congregation. They are also very service 
minded. Helping them to learn how to 
lead in these ways helps them to want to 
stay around long after they've been con-
firmed or even graduate college. 

Some day when these students affirm their 
faith during a confirmation service and 
profess that they intend to continue in the 
covenant God made at baptism, to live 
among God's people, to hear the Word, 
share in the Lord's supper, proclaim the 
good news through word and deed, to 
serve all people, and to strive for justice 
and peace, they can confidently answer 
yes! because they've been doing these 
things all along. And, they've been doing 
them with people who love them and 
know them. They are known, have been 
encouraged, have a role, and are willing to 
lead. 

Why Milestones Ministry? 

Advent Devotion Book 

Have you seen the amazing Advent 
Devotion Book that members of St. 
Paul's made? Head over to our Faith 
at Home page on our website to 
download an electronic version to 
share with friends and family! 

www.splcomaha.org. 

If you would rather have a paper version of the Ad-
vent Devotion book, please let Emily know. 

 

Small Groups Coming Soon!  

Thank you to everyone who came to the 
Small Group Kickoff and those who 
submitted a survey about small groups. 
Your insights are invaluable. At this 
time, we are in the process of configur-
ing what our small group ministry will 
look like for St. Paul’s. We will have a 
better understanding at the first of the 
year. We are excited to see where 2018 
will take us!      
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Friday Night, December 1 will be the best opportunity to Christ-
mas shop for the kids in the family without them being there. 

The 6th thru 12th graders will gladly hang out with your little ones 
from 6 pm until 10 pm on December 1st. 

Your Free Will Offering goes toward pizza and beverages for the 
whole gang! 

 

 

The season of Advent is 
upon us!  As we prepare for 
Christ’s coming, we reflect 
on the new things we have 
experienced in worship 
over the past few months. 
Throughout the fall, we 
have learned about and 
practiced the first four parts 

of Faith5; Share, Read, Talk, and Pray. During the month of 
December, we will focus on the final part of Faith5: Bless. At 
the end of each worship service, a blessing is given by Pastor 
Paul or Pastor Sarah. This month we will learn how to bless 
each other, and our family members at home, as a reminder of 
the blessing we are given in baptism.  

Here are some important dates to remember throughout the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas: 

December 3       – Weekend Advent services begin 
December 6, 13, 20  – Midweek Worships with  
       Holden Evening Prayer 
December 23      –  No Saturday evening service 
December 24      –  9:30 a.m. Advent service 
December 24      –  4:00 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 11:00 p.m.  
                            Christmas Eve services 
December 27      –  No midweek service 
December 30      –  5:30 pm service with communion 
December 31      – One service at 9:30 a.m.  
      with communion 
2018 
January 3       –  No midweek service 
January 6 & 7     –  Regular Worship times with communion 
January 12-14     –  Middle School Synod Gathering  
       held here at St. Paul’s  
January 21      –  Semi-Annual Meeting between services  
       at 9:30 a.m. 

3:6Teen Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 13 

7 pm until 8 pm 

Our Middle schoolers will exchange White Ele-
phant gifts ($5 limit) with each other and have 
Pizza and goodies.  

Spirit Christmas Party 

Wednesday, December 6  

7 pm until 8:30 pm 

Our High School Youth will exchange White Ele-
phant gifts ($5 limit) with each other and have Pizza 
and goodies.  

 

 

 Caroling at Brookstone Village 

Wednesday December 20  
(after worship) 

 
Everyone is invited to go Caroling at Brook-
stone Village or in the neighborhood.  
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3rd Annual Christmas Box Drive 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Our third annual frozen chicken Christmas box drive for 
Iglesia Luterana San Andres Church in Omaha is under way!  
Our youth will be wrapping boxes and we are asking for your 
help to fill them with frozen chicken and these other items: 

A pack of Tortillas 
2 Cans of corn 
2 Cans of refried beans 
Paper Towels 
Toilet paper 

The Second Mile Offering to purchase frozen chickens to 
complete the boxes will be collected during the December 2-3 

weekend services.  

We will distribute the full boxes on Saturday, December 16 

after worship.  We also need at least 3 other drivers to deliver 
boxes that evening . . . Contact Bogart in the office if you 
would like to help. 

 December is the Month of Blessings 

We are blest with a promise of Christ’s return.  We are blest to be 
able to celebrate the birth of Christ.  We are blest to be able to 
share our blessings with others.  By now I am sure you get it, that 
we will be doing the last of the Faith Five Elements and that is to 
bless one another.  During our worships throughout the month of 
December you have the opportunities to give and receive blessings 
in a number of ways. 

Each week we will learn about and live out the roles that blessings 
play in worship.  The pastors are not the only ones capable of giv-
ing blessings and this is more than just the appropriate response to 
a sneeze.  The passing of peace in Old Testament times was a 
blessing called Shalom.  So be prepared to give and receive bless-
ings this month, because we really are blest!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presale of Tickets on Sale NOW after All Worship Services  

$50 (until December 17)  

Fat Tuesday   February 13 
5:30 to 9:30 

Come Celebrate Mardi Gras  
with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Have Dinner        Enjoy Adult Beverages   

Find Terrific Deals on Live and Silent Auctions  
Great Music     Good Fellowship  

Pies   Pies    Pies 

Perfect for Early Valentine Celebrations!   

All Proceeds to Benefit  our Youth and Children’s Ministries  

AND Music and Worship! 

  Laissez Le Bon Temps Rouler!  

(Let the Good Times Roll!) 

Save the Date! 
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LAST  MONTH  AT  ST.  PAUL’S 

LYON weekend in Grand Island On November 17-19, nine 

youth and three adults trav-

elled to Grand Island for 

LYON (Lutheran Youth of 

Nebraska).  This High School 

Gathering is a great chance for 

our Spirit group to get to know 

our fellow Nebraska High 

Schoolers before we head to 

Houston next summer for the 

National Youth Gathering.  

If you would like to see your St. Paul’s activities published in the Sower, submit your digi-

tal photos and tell us about how you are keeping involved at St. Paul's.  Send your submis-

sions to Sower@splcomaha.org by the 21st of the month. 



 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Henry Martin Burr 

son of Oliver and Karissa Burr 
born on November 5, 2017 

Mark Connor Kramme 
son of Patrick and Brittany Kramme 

born on May 19, 2017 
 

Cole Allan Rodgers 
son of Keith and Erin Rodgers 

 born on August 14, 2017 
 

Rowan Ada Witt 
daughter of Spencer and Renate Witt 

born on July 27, 2017 

Earl H. Veskerna 

Earl passed away October 24, 2017 at the age of 86.  He is survived by his sisters, Jeanette 
Knowles, of Wahoo; Doris Veskerna, of Mead; cousins and friends. Preceded in death by 
parents, William and Catherine (Glissmann) Veskerna; brother, Willard Veskerna. Earl’s 
funeral was held on Friday, October 27th at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Millard. 
Memorials can be made to the family for later designation.   

Joyce Marie Smith 

January 1, 1935 - October 31, 2017 Age 82, passed away  
at The Independence House in Lincoln, NE. She was 
the widow of Vaughn Nelson Smith. They shared 43 
years of marriage together. Born in Colome, SD, she 
was the daughter of Frank and Bertha Bertram. She 
grew up on a farm south of Colome, and graduated 
from Colome High School in 1952. She was united in 
marriage to Vaughn Smith on June 27, 1954.  In 1961 
they moved to Millard. Joyce was a member of the St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Millard, NE, over 50 years, and 
will be remembered for her loving care for others. She was 
survived by her children, Cathy Koziol of Cotton Wood, AZ; Dennis Smith of Lincoln, 
NE; grandchildren, Chelsey Bartholomay of St Petersburg, FL; and David Koziol of Oma-
ha, NE; sister, Maxine Larsen of Colome; and brother, Larry Bertram of Colome. She was 
predeceased by her parents, Frank and Bertha Bertram; husband, Vaughn (1997); son, 
Douglas (2017); brothers: Richard, Allan, Bud, Harold, Willis, Vern, Guy; and sisters: Lois, 
Erlene, Millie and Dorothy; and many relatives and friends. A memorial service was held 
on November 10 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Memorial donations may be made to St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry  

Revival 
Do you knit or crochet?  We would like 
to know if you are interested in becoming 
a part of a special ministry.  It doesn’t 
involve meetings and the yarn and pat-
terns are supplied.  You can participate in 
this ministry while watching TV at home! 

These prayer shawls are given to people 
who are in the hospital, nursing homes, 
or experiencing a stressful event in their 
life.  If we can get this ministry revived 
and expanded, we will make these shawls 
available to members who know of some-
one who might feel better wrapped in a 
shawl made with love!  Sharing Christ’s 
love is an important ministry. 

If you have this special talent and are 
willing to participate would you please let 
Pastor Sarah know.  You can call the 
church office at 402-895-3366. 
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THE  SECOND  MILE   

St. Paul’s Church Council met on Novem-
ber 13 at 6:30pm with both Pastors and 6 
council members present. 

After reviewing the previous meeting’s 
minutes and approving the evening’s agen-
da, the Pastors shared their reports.  They 
both recently attended the Synod’s Theo-
logical Conference (Theo-Con) and shared 
what they learned there.  They also dis-
cussed the positive feedback received re-
garding the Reformation 500/Affirmation 
of Baptism Worship Service at 9:30 on 
October 29.   

Ministry Reports were submitted and dis-
cussed.  A few highlights: 

Finance: Income continues to be lower 
than our expenses and the long-term re-
serve was again needed.  Work is under-
way on next year’s budget 

Stewardship: November 18-19 is Commit-
ment Weekend 

Property: Trinity Academy continues to 
grow and wants to renew their contract 
with us for the usage of space during the 
week. 

Worship and Music: 

 No mid-week service November 
22nd and December 27th  

 No Saturday Service December 
23rd 

 Christmas Eve Day – 9:30 am 
service, as well as 4 pm, 6:30 pm, 

and 11 pm 

 No Service on December 25th 

The Pastors have met with a few members 
of the congregation to discuss various top-
ics, including our current financial situa-
tion and creative solutions. More meetings 
will be held. 

Future plans for the council include: 

 Discussing financial options to ensure 
that St. Paul’s remains solvent. These 

options include, but are not limited to, 
meeting with Thrivent to discuss op-
tions for lowering our monthly mort-
gage payment and personnel deci-
sions.   

 Discussing Security policies and pro-
cedures.  

 Working with our neighbors, Millard 
Roadhouse, on signage to improve 
Sunday morning parking lot concerns.  
St. Paul’s is reminded that overflow 
parking should use the Wells Fargo lot 
and not MRH. 

 Plans for the Semi-Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting, which will be held on 
January 21, 2018, at 9:30 am.  

As always, congregation members are en-
couraged to ask questions and share con-
cerns with any council member.  We invite 
your prayers as we seek God’s wisdom and 
will in this place! 

COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS                                                    Submitted this month by Susie Stieren, Council President 

community and all generations live in justice, 
dignity and peace.”   

In 2016 LWR served 3,467,823 people in 
32 countries through 118 projects.  A ma-
jor area of focus is agricultural develop-
ment for small scale farmers in very re-
mote regions in developing countries.  
LWR “carries out material aid distribution, 
relief and development programs overseas, by 
working with a variety of local partners in any 
given country, including churches, faith-based 
agencies, and non-governmental organiza-
tions.” 

LWR is best known at St. Paul’s for the 
quilts, layettes, health and sewing kits it 
distributes during third world country 
emergencies.  Another major initiative 
coordinated by LWR is the Coffee and 
Cocoa Initiative.  It was established to get 
the profits back to the smallholder farmers 
who produce the coffee, thus improving 
their incomes and livelihoods  

In December our offerings will be collect-
ed to support the cost of the missions sup-
ported by Lutheran World Relief and our 
church outreach to Iglesia Luterana Cristo 
Rey Church in South Omaha.  Your gen-
erous giving to support these ministries is 
greatly appreciated.  

December 2-3:  Iglesia Luterana San An-

dres Church:  Will you help to buy 

Chickens???  Iglesia Lu-
therana San Andres 

Church (in Omaha) 
Christmas Food Box 
is coming soon! The 

second mile offering to 
purchase frozen chickens to 

fill the boxes will be during the 
Dec. 2-3 weekend services. Also, the 
youth will decorate the boxes and we ask 
if you will contribute with the following: 
A pack of tortillas, 2 cans of corn, 2 cans 
of refried beans, paper towels and toilet 
paper. We will distribute the full boxes on 

Saturday, December 16 after the worship 
service. If anyone can help us deliver the 
boxes that night, please let Bogart in the 
church office know.  Help with this cause 
is greatly appreciated. 

December 16-17 LUTHERAN WORLD 
RELIEF:  On the web page for Lutheran 
World Relief their organizational descrip-
tion states: “Founded by Lutherans in the 
United States, grounded in Lutheran theology 
and building on decades of experience, Luther-
an World Relief exists so that U.S. Lutherans 
may serve their neighbors overseas who face 
poverty, injustice and human suffering.” 

Their Vision statement is: “Empowered by 
God’s unconditional love in Jesus Christ, we 
envision a world in which each person, every 

 



The End of White Christian America 

written by Robert P. Jones in hardcover 
and paperback.  This book is not easy to 
read because of the truths it tells about 
Christianity in America.  As a pastor I 
could not argue any of his points and in 
fact found myself agreeing in a way that 
hurt me to think about.  What is revealed 
in this book is something every leader in 
the church, white or black and anyone 
who cares for the mission of Jesus Christ, 
should read.  I plan on making this a book 
for discussion next year and I hope that 
you can read it.  Please, let’s talk about it 
after you have read it.   

Marshall is Rated PG-13 and currently in 
the theaters, soon on DVD & Netflix.  
This story is about a court case that takes 
place in the early 40s.  The lawyer for the 
defense is Thurgood Marshall, the first 
black man to sit on the Supreme Court of 
the United States.  In order to help defend 
their client who is a black man accused of 
raping a white woman, they will need the 
help of a local lawyer who happens to be 
Jewish.  The two lawyers for the defense 
face racism, anti-Semitism and a town that 
does not see either men or the defendant 
as equals.  This true story is one of the 
finest films I have seen in 2017.  After you 
watch this one let’s talk.  
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Thor: Ragnarok is rated PG-13 and is 
currently in the theaters.  This is the best 
comedy I have seen all year.  Yes, that’s 
right, a super hero movie that was just as 
good, if not better, than most comedy 
productions.  The one liners, the story line 
and of course the actors made this film 
quite entertaining.  The cool thing about 
this movie is that it stayed true to its super 
hero history but made the whole experi-
ence very funny.  I would not say this is a 
great movie by any means, but it sure was 
fun to watch.  After you see it let’s get 
together and laugh about it.  

FROM  ST.  PAUL’S  LIBRARY 

Come to the library and sit and read in the 
comfort of a room decorated for the holi-
days.  Grab a cup of coffee in the office 
and just relax and read.  

There are several books for adults and 
children that tell the Christmas story and 
focus on the life of Jesus.  A favorite and 
best seller by Marjorie 
Holmes is Two From Gali-

lee. It tells the love story of 
Mary and Joseph. An easy 
read for young and old it is 
a must read about the 
young couple very much in 
love, tasked with bringing 
God’s son into this world and raising him 
in the midst of family conflict and a world 

of hostility.  You might want to check it 
out if you have never read it! 

On the children’s bookshelf 
on the far wall is the book 
The Christmas Baby.  It is 
an illustrated book by Mari-
on Bauer that will delight 
your young children and 

help them understand the wonderful gift 
of Jesus. 

Another adult selection is The Christmas 

Box by Richard Paul Ev-
ans.  The story about the 
real meaning of Christmas 
he wrote for his little girls 
several years ago.  “The 
Christmas Box will endure as 

a reminder of the sanctity and holiness of 
a parent’s love. God Bless and Merry 
Christmas.” (From the introduction to the 
20th anniversary edition.) 

Wednesday Morning Book Club: On 
January 10, the book to be discussed is 
The Alice Network by Kate Quinn.  
Please come join us at 10:00 in the church 
library for a good discussion while we 
have tea, coffee and a treat.  A Goodreads 
nominee for 2017 this historical fiction 
tells the tale of women recruited to be 
spies in World War I.  NPR wrote a re-
view stating “‘The Alice Network’ is a 
Crackling Tale of Spies and Suspense.”  
The book is available in the church library 
for checkout. 
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THE  BELL 

I  KNOW  WHO  I  AM 

I am God’s child (John 1:12) 

I am Christ’s friend (John 15:15) 

I am united with the Lord (1 Cor. 6:17) 

I am bought with a price (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

I am a saint (set apart for God) (Eph. 1:1) 

I am a personal witness of Christ (Acts 1:8) 

I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt. 5:13-14) 

I am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:27) 

I am free forever from condemnation (Rom. 8:1-2) 

I am a citizen of Heaven.  I am significant (Phil. 3:20) 

I am free from any charge against me (Rom. 8:31-34) 

I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph. 2:18) 

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6) 

I cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-39) 

I am established, anointed, sealed by God (2 Cor. 1:21-22) 

I am assured all things work together for good (Rom. 8:28) 

I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John 15:16) 

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph. 3:12) 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil. 4:13) 

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1-5) 

I am God’s temple (1 Cor. 3:16).  I am complete in Christ (Col. 2:10) 

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3).  I have been justified (Romans 5:1) 

I am God’s co-worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1).  I am God’s workmanship (Eph. 2:10) 

I  am conf ide nt  that  the  good  work s  God  has  be gun in  me  wi l l  be  pe r fe cted.  (Phi l .  1 :5)  

I  have  been re deemed  and  forgive n (Col  1 :14)  I  have  been adopte d  as  God’s  chi ld  (Eph.  1 :5)  

I belong to God 

Do you know 

Who you are? 
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This is the time of surprises. Christmas presents are stuck in special hiding places to be sure they are 
kept a surprise. Surprises can come at any time though, and the neat thing about them is the fact that 
they are unexpected. There might be the $5 bill found in the pocket of a coat you haven’t worn since 
the last cold spell.  A dandelion is a surprise poking its head through a pile of dry leaves at the end of 
November.  Just the right song on the radio when your spirits need a boost can be a soothing surprise.  
Getting a phone call from a friend from out of the distant past is a surprise. All special surprises. The 
best surprises though are the ones that come after weeks or months or years. Some request that you 
have included over and over again in your daily prayers, and then it happens . . . your prayer is an-
swered.  A surprise? Why are we surprised?  You asked, and if it is within His will, don’t be sur-
prised . . .  “Whatsoever you ask in my name.”   Don’t be surprised, be thankful!   

Love and a blessed Christmas, Karen Hansen, president St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA 

A date to note:  Tuesday, January 16, the Executive Board of the St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA will meet at 2:00 PM in the Church 
Library to discuss the plans and projects for 2018. 

A Very Special Thank You:  Our Projects for Lutheran World Relief were 

amazing, and as I have said before, the whole congregation contributed in 

many, many ways. The Women of the ELCA do want to recognize Sid Rames 

for her special part in getting things organized and packed and sent.  She saw 

to so many details, in so many areas.  Thank you, Sid!!!! We are grateful for 

your dedication and your service!!!  (The Women of the ELCA presented Sid 

with a small token of our appreciation, a book entitled Laughing with Luther-

ans. We hope she has had a few quiet minutes to enjoy it. We love you, 

Sid !!!) 

 

WOMEN  OF  THE  ELCA                                        

Karen Hansen is the President of St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA .   Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 
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Calendar of Events 
 

December, 2017 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
  
Church Council Meeting     6:30 p.m.  Mon. 11 
Church Staff Meetings      1:00 a.m.  Tue. 5, 12, 19 
Facility Team Meeting      6:30 p.m.  Tue. 5 
Faith Bible Study       6:30 p.m.  Thur. 21 
Finance Team Meeting     6:30 p.m.  Thur. 7 
Library in the Commons     8:00 a.m.  Sun. 10 
Hope Circle        1:00 p.m.  Thur. 21 
Library Team Meeting       9:30 a.m.  Wed. 6, 13, 20 
Love Circle        11:30 a.m. Wed. 20 
Memorial Committee Meeting     2:00 p.m.  Wed. 20 
MOPS           9:00 a.m.  Tue. 5, 19 
Tech Committee Meeting      5:30 p.m.  Tue. 19 
 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Family Life Center  12:30 p.m. Tue. 12 
Exercise Class       8:15 a.m.   Mon. 4, 11, 18 
          8:15 a.m.   Fri.  1, 8, 15, 22 
Health Ministry Team Meeting   6:30 p.m. Mon. 4 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thur. 7 
Tai Chi                9:00 a.m.  Tue.  5, 12, 19 
           9:00 a.m.  Thur. 7, 14, 21 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
3:6Teen         7:00 p.m.    Wed. 6, 13 
AOB/OT 102        9:30 a.m.    Sun.  3, 10, 17 
Cross & Heart Kids       7:00 p.m.    Wed. 6, 13 
Education Hour       9:30 a.m.   Sun. 3, 10, 17 
Spirit          7:00 p.m.   Wed. 6, 13 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study    11:00 a.m. Tue. 5. 12. 19 
Thursday Morning Bible Study   10:00 a.m. Thur. 7. 14. 21 
Early Thursday Morning Bible Study  6:30 a.m.  Thur. 7. 14. 21 
Wednesday Morning Book Club   10:00 a.m.  Wed. 13 
2 year old and parent      9:45 a.m.   Sun.  3 
 
MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ      7:00 p.m.   Wed. 6, 13, 20 
Worship Team Rehearsal    4:30 p.m.   Sat. 2, 9, 16, 30 
Worship Team Rehearsal    8:00 p.m.  Wed. 6, 13, 20 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 
Cross Generational Caroling   7:00 p.m. Wed.  20 
Parents Night Out      6:00 p.m. Fri. 1 
Wednesday Night Meal     5:30 p.m.   Wed. 6, 13, 20 
 
PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline    9:00 a.m.   Mon. 4, 11, 18 
                Tue. 26 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Wednesday Eve.Worship Service  6:30 p.m.  Wed. 6, 13, 20 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m. Sat. 2, 9, 16, 30 
Sunday Worship Service     8:30 a.m. Sun 3, 10, 17 
          9:30 a.m. Sun. 24 
          10:30 a.m.  Sun 3, 10, 17 
Nursery        9:30 a.m. Sun. 3, 10, 17, 24 
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Sunday Morning Advent Service 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

4:00 p.m. 
 

6:30 p.m. 
 

11:00 p.m. 
 



December 2—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Madison Querry, Maycee Parsons 

Video—Jeanette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Todd Whitham, Doug Wallace 
Communion—Judy Petersen, Karla Neeman, 

Sid Rames 
Reader—Vicky Marquardt 
Greeter—Karla Neemann 

 
 

December 3—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Cole & Cami Renken 

Video—John Von Dohren 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Bill Averman 

Communion—Ginny Janis. Betty Neben,  
Bill & Ina Averman 

Reader—Allen Darell 
Greeter—Sally Runge, Patrick Runge 

Hospitality—Mary Holland 
Cantor—Allen Darell 

 
 

December 3—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie & Will Woehler 

Video—Scott Custard 
Audio—Randy Mayer–Flatt 

Usher—Jay Schroeder, Gary McDonald 
Ted & Donna Luedke 

Communion—Gloria Bartels, Joel & Colleen 
Christensen, Jane Coen, Kathy Bruneteau,  

Jamie Jensen, Cathy Bourne 
Reader—Gary McDonald 

Greeter—Joel & colleen Christensen, Tim & 
Jennifer Collins 

Hospitality—Toni Flermoen 
 
 

December 6—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Jack Polick. Elliott Peterson 

Video—Jacob Beason 
Usher—Addie Cain, Todd Whitham 

 
 

December 9—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Cole Renken, Cami Renken 

Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—Dennis Verdick, Bill Jaquith 
Reader—Kristy McKamy 
Greeter—Judy Petersen 

 
 

December 10—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ellie & Will Woehler 

Video—Lou Jurgensen 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Bill Averman 

Reader—Joel Christensen 
Greeter—Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Hospitality—Nancy Steil 
Cantor—Pastor Paul 

December 10—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Tori Karloff, Madison Querry 

Video—Jayda Hammer 
Audio—Jim Nissen 

Usher—Jeff Hohenstien, John Keim, 
John Bourne 

Greeter—Larry & Gloria Bartels, 
Tony & Judy Gray 

Hospitality—Joy Marshall 
 
 

December 13—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Will Woehler, Ellie Woehler 

Video—Aaron Kreun 
Usher—Elliot Peterson, Doug Wallace 

 
 

December 16—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Maycee Parsons, Addie Cain 

Video—Jeannette Swope 
Audio—Jayson Swope 

Usher—Gary Norenburg, Dave Smith 
Communion—Jim MacDonald,  

Vicky Marquardt, Marie Witthoft 
Reader—Carolyn Badtke 
Greeter—Karla Neemann 

 
 

December 17—8:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Ally DeSordi, Madison Querry 

Video—Lia Miller 
Audio—John Snowdon 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl 
Communion—Darlene Stine, Karen Hansen 

Marilyn Lieneman, 
Reader—Karen Hansen 

Greeter—Karen Hansen, Harold Cowan 
Hospitality—Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Cantor—Pastor Sarah 
 
 

December 17—10:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Cole & Cami Renken 

Video—Jacey Hammer 
Audio—Doug Rothgeb 

Usher—Gary MacDonald, Jeff Hohenstein, 
Scott Custard 

Communion—Donna & Ted Luedke,  
Ardis McDonald, Cory & Kathy Juma,  

Maia Young, Tammy Aden 
Reader—Donna Luedke 

Greeter—Alex & Tammy Aden, 
Hospitality—Ted & Donna Luedke 

 
 

December 20—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Cole & Cami Renken 

Video—Grant Renken 
Usher—Dennis Verdick 

 
 

December 24—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Katie McGraw 

Video—Linda Kuehl 
Audio—Jim Kuehl 

Usher—John Kuehl, Dave Smith,  

Jay Schroder 
Communion—As Assigned 

Reader—Steve Oberdin 
Greeter—Chris & Teri Cain,  

Jim & Mary Jo Larson 
 
 

December 24—4:00 p.m. 
Acolytes—Elliott Peterson, Malia Reynolds 

Video—Piper Oberdin 
Audio—John Snowdon 

Usher—John Kuehl family 
Communion—As Assigned 

Reader—As Assigned 
Greeter—As Assigned 

 
 

December 24—6:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Laci Abendroth, Andi Anneberg 

Video—Sid Rames 
Audio—Jim Rames 

Usher—John Bourne, bill Averman,  
Ted Luedke, Gary McDonald 
Communion—As Assigned 

Reader—As Assigned 
Greeter—As Assigned 

 
 

December 24—11:00 p.m. 
Acolytes—Jayden Heilig 
Video—Neben family 
Audio—Arno Neben 

Usher—Dennis Verdick, Dave Smith 
Communion—As Assigned 

Reader—As Assigned 
Greeter—As Assigned 

 
 

December 30—5:30 p.m. 
Acolytes—Katie McGraw 
Video—Jeannette Swope 

Audio—Jayson Swope 
Usher—Gary Norenberg, Dennis Verdick 

Communion—Jim MacDonald,  
Marie Witthoft, Bev Steinbaugh 

Reader—Marie Witthoft 
Greeter—Vicky Marquardt 

 
 

December 31—9:30 a.m. 
Acolytes—Madison Querry, Maycee Parsons 

Video—Melany Smith 
Audio—Doug Rothgeb 

Usher—Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl, 
Scott Custard, Bill Averman 

Communion—Jennifer Collins, Kim Rothgeb,  
Amy Oberdin, Susan & Fred Sagedal,  

Steve & Nancy Stine 
Reader—Bill Averman 

Greeter—Steve & Amy Oberdin,  
Donna Lesley, Ardis McDonald 

 

Worship Servants for December, 2017 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


