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A Look Inside 

these churches grew. 

The declaration is that we will be 
a sanctuary denomination; how 
that is lived out will be decided 
by each congregation.  Members 
of this congregation have already 
been discussing what has been 
announced and there are a num-
ber of questions.  This is good 
and vital when looking at how we 
as a congregation will choose to 
live out this declaration.  On Sun-

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  4 

Pastor’s Logos (word):  
We can Make a Difference to Those Seeking Refuge 
BY  PASTOR  PAUL  COEN 

Testament.  In America, even be-
fore the ELCA came into being, 
the previous Lutheran denomina-
tions (going back before the Civil 
War) welcomed the immigrant 
and refugees getting off the 
boats from Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, and Germany.  In the 
1970s and 80s, once again Lu-
therans were welcoming the peo-
ple who came from Vietnam, 
Laos, and Cambodia.  Later we 
would open our doors to those 

from Russia, the Ukraine, 
Bosnia, the Sudan, and 

Ethiopia.    

We began as an 
immigrant 

church, and in 
many ways, 
we are still an 
immigrant 
church.  Be-
fore Ellis Is-
land, immi-
grants and 

refugees were 
coming to this 

nation in droves; 
the Irish, Chinese, 

Japanese, Italians, 
etc.  They were not al-

ways welcomed, but many 
churches did welcome them, and 

We are challenged by many 
things in and outside of the 
church.  In other words, the way 
of the cross is neither simple nor 
easy.  Yet as followers of Christ, 
we, and therefore the church as 
well, are called to such a journey. 

The ELCA, our denomination, has 
voted and openly declared that 
we are to be a sanctuary denomi-
nation (see page 5). This concept 
is a biblical vision for God’s peo-
ple, dating back 
to the Old 
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St. Paul’s Present at Millard Days Parade 
Community Meal Serves 296 Neighbors 

God provide for our Community 
Meal program?  If you would like 
to help with these monthly 
meals, please contact Maia at 
maiayoung@icloud.com . 

See more Faith in Action news and 
events beginning on page 5. 

to those faithful volunteers who 
helped to set up tables and 
chairs, cook and wrap food, serve  
and to those who stayed to clean 
up and put everything away. 

How much more success  will 

Did you know we had a float in 
the Millard Days Parade?  The 
theme  was  All Are Welcome and 
our St. Paul’s children passed out 
popsicles to parade watchers .  
Thanks to Jennifer Beason for 
heading up this project.  The kids 
had a great time! 

In conjunction with the Millard 
Days Parade, we served our 
monthly Community Meal out on 
the street and in keeping with 
the theme of All Are Welcome, 
we served up hamburgers and 
hot dogs to 296 people until we 
ran out of food!   Thank you to 
those who provided cookies and 

 

”Who Is My Neighbor?” is the 
theme for the next nine 
months. Throughout this time 
we’ll continue to explore who 
are neighbors are, how we can 
care for our neighbors, and also 
how we can learn from our 
neighbors. We look forward to 

partnering with different organ-
izations and inviting guest 
speakers to St. Paul’s. 

We’ll kick off this theme on 
Wednesday, September 4 and 
Sunday, September 8.  Gather in 
the Family Life Center at 6:00 
pm on Wednesday for a Raising 
Cane's chicken dinner. We'll 
provide the chicken; you bring a 
side to share. Following dinner, 
at 6:30 pm, we'll worship 
around the table and move into 
a time of service projects to 
care for our neighbor. You are 

welcome to come for the entire 
time or choose which part 
works for you. 

On Sunday, gather in the Family 
Life Center at 9:30 am for some 
service projects and donuts. 

Each household is asked to 
bring a dozen, homemade or 
store bought, cookies to either 
gathering to share with our 
neighbors. These will be used as 
part of the service projects. All 
ages are invited to attend to-
gether. We can't wait to cele-
brate with you! 
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Mops Starts New Year 
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 
will start the new year with a 
meeting on Tuesday, September 
17 from 9-11:30 am.  Moms with 
children from birth up to kinder-
garten-age are encouraged to 
come meet at the church for a 
nice break, “adult” conversation 
and a pleasant few hours togeth-
er.  Childcare is provided.   

We meet the first and third Tues-
day every month from Septem-
ber to May.  Questions?  Call or 
text Anne Ott at 402-517-7554.  
New members are always wel-
come.  Come and bring a neigh-
bor or friend! 

A few weeks ago, I bought a pot 
of daisies.  The plant was full of 
blooms that soon faded, and I 
snipped off the brown flowers as 
they died. Eventually, all that was 
left was the green with no sight 
of new buds until about a week 
ago, two new buds showed up. I 
watched them turn into the cute 
flowers I was hoping for. I have 
checked every day hoping for 
more buds but have been disap-
pointed. The other day, it hit me.  
I have these two blooms that are 
doing so well, yet I keep looking 
for more.  Isn’t that the way with 
so many things?  We have some-
thing good. Yet we keep looking 
for the next best thing, whether 
it be the next holiday, a purchase 

we’ve been saving for or even 
the next phase of our life. You 
name it, it is down the road.  In 
the meantime, we look past the 
blessings and good times and dai-
sies that are here right now. I 
pray to be thankful for the NOW!                                      

Love and Blessings,  

Karen Hansen   

A Member’s Perspective 
Be Thankful for the Now 
BY  KAREN  HANSEN 

Karen Hansen is President of  St. Paul’s Women of the ELCA.   
Contact Karen at karen_hansen409@hotmail.com or 402-616-1178 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive  
Family Life Center  
October 13, 2019 
 7 AM until Noon 

You can give a gift that costs noth-
ing, but lasts a lifetime. Only one 
person can give to another. You will 
be someone’s hero. 

Please consider donating and 
schedule an appointment with Lin-
da Kuehl at 402-895-0426 or  
jlkuehl1975@aol.com  

A Vaccination Clinic by Walgreen’s 
between services will also be availa-
ble October 13th.  Flu & pneumonia 
vaccines will be available. 

The grill masters will be with us, grilling up hamburgers, 
hot dogs and chicken breasts.  Lunch is just a step away!  

Congregation brings the sides:   
Last Name A-P  Bring Salad or Vegetable   

Last Name Q-Z  Bring Desserts   

Join your friends or make new friends!   

Hope to see you there!  

*Immediately after the 10:30 service in the Family Life Center  

It’s Grilling Time!    
Join us for the next SPLC  

Pot Luck 
September 29* 

mailto:jlkuehl1975@aol.com
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Worship  
BY  ERIN  RODGERS 

I was recently contacted by Tom 
Trenney, Minister of Music at 
First-Plymouth Church in Lincoln. 
I had the privilege of singing un-
der Tom during my time at First-
Plymouth, and can personally 
speak to his absolute brilliance as 
a musician and director. He 
emailed me to ask if St. Paul’s 
might be willing to host a concert 
collaboration between his cham-
ber choir, sounding light, and a 
“really awesome” husband-wife 
violin/cello duo called Duo-B on 
the evening of Sunday, Septem-
ber 29th; it was an opportunity I 
could not pass up! St. Paul’s 
Choir for Christ will join the 

Erin Rodgers is Director of Worship and Music at St. Paul’s.  Contact Erin at erodgers@splcomaha.org or 402-895-3366 

chamber choir for one song, as 
well as sing one song of our own 
during the concert. This will be a 
free event, with a free-will offer-
ing opportunity for those who 
wish to support the groups.  

The program is called Only Light . 
. . Only Love and shares the mes-
sage of MLK: "Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness . . . only light 
can do that.  Hate cannot drive 
out hate...only love can do 
that."  The luminous voices of 
sounding light join the radiant 
violin/cello Duo-B with music that 
strives to keep the light and love 
of Martin Luther King’s message CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  5 

alive.   

Known for its inspiring and illumi-
nating performances, sounding 
light was recently honored as a 
semi-finalist for the American 
Prize for the Performance of 
American Music in the profes-
sional ensemble division.  This 
follows the choir's celebrated ap-
pearance at the 2017 National 
Convention of the American Cho-
ral Directors Association. Led by 
its founder, Tom Trenney, sound-
ing light is committed to offering 
its members a spiritual and holis-
tic approach to ensemble singing 
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Worship 
CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  4 

Pastor’s Logos  CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE 1 

day, September 15, between ser-
vices in the Family Life Center, we 
will have a forum focused on the 
sanctuary denomination declara-
tion.  On Saturday the 14th follow-
ing worship, we will have a dis-
cussion about the sanctuary dec-
laration in the Commons.  We 
may not all agree about how to 
deal with this, but we don’t have 
to be disagreeable.   

In this time of overt polarization 
and tribalism, sides have taken 
the mindset that it’s “my way or 
the highway”.  Our stand is 
where Jesus stands; it is with the 
outcast, rejected, homeless, and 
afraid.  I believe the discussion 
should be focused not so much 
on the political, but rather on the 

humanitarian side of things.   

We are privileged to be able to 
speak out, and the most powerful 
form of that voice in our democ-
racy is to vote.   I believe the 
church is calling us to action that 
cares for those caught in the mid-
dle of this sometimes violent is-
sue.  I believe that as followers of 
Christ we can, and will, make a 
difference in the lives of those 
seeking a better life for their fam-
ilies as they come to America.  
How we choose to welcome 
them or not welcome them could 
very well determine whether we 
will even exist as a denomination 
in 25 years. 

Not that the ELCA, as the whitest 
denomination in North America, 

will grow because of those com-
ing from other countries.  But will 
our children and our children’s 
children see us as a community 
of faith that loves all of God’s 
Children, no matter their color, 
culture, language, or creed?  We 
say “All are welcome!”  And the 
question facing us is whether this 
is true or not. May God’s Holy 
Spirit guide us as we face the 
challenges on our journey with 
Christ.                          Pastor Paul 

while offering its listeners a com-
pelling and timeless experience 
with the choral art. Since its birth 
in 2003, sounding light has been 
privileged to sing with Anton 
Armstrong, David Davidson, Jo-
seph Flummerfelt, Stacey Gibbs, 
Alice Parker, and William 
Weinert, and has premiered 
works by Carmen Cavallaro, Da-
vid DiChiera, Stacey Gibbs, Jake 
Runestad, Tom Trenney, and 
Anne Wilson. As part of its 
fifteenth anniversary celebration 
in 2017-18, sounding light re-
leased its fourth CD recording - 
Unclouded Day.  In 2019-20, the 
choir will sing in Michigan, Ne-
braska, Iowa, Missouri, and Kan-
sas.   

This evening will be a great op-
portunity for the members of St. 
Paul’s, as well as friends, family, 
and neighbors, to enjoy an ex-
tremely high-quality musical ex-
perience. Come to share in the 

beauty and hope of this kaleido-
scopic array of music that illumi-
nates this timely and timeless 
message. Be sure to check out 
and share the event found on our 
Facebook page @splcomaha! 
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Faith in Action 
Helping our Neighbors 

 

September 27 – Drywall – ceilings. 
September 28 – Drywall – walls. 
October 11 – Painting. 
October 12 – Doors and trim, kitchen cabinets.  
October 19 – Trim, finish work.  
October 26 – Clean-up (1/2 day – no lunch).  

You can also be part of this year’s build by providing 
financial support.  As part of the Faithful Builders 
coalition, St Paul’s is committed to raising funds for 
our build.   If you’d like to support in this way, please 
make checks out to St. Paul’s, and write “Habitat” on 
the envelope and on the memo line.   

If you have any questions please contact Jeff 
Hohenstein at jmhohenst@gmail.com   
(402-619-7561) or Scott Custard at  
scott@movingpartsllc.com (402-763-9384).   

The Faithful Builders Habitat house is coming along 
nicely, and there have been a lot of St. Paul’s folks 
involved in the first couple weeks of the build.  
That’s awesome, thanks!  I even spent one day 
working with the future owners of the house, Ah-
med and Zahra.  We framed up walls in the base-
ment.  They are both pretty handy and were a lot of 
fun to work with, and they are very photogenic . . . I 
think you’d agree!  They have three children, and 
immigrated from Somalia about three years ago.   

St. Paul’s food day was a big success again this year.  
Todd Whitham grilled burgers, brats, and dogs, and 
others provided all the sides.  The Habitat workers 
really look forward to St. Paul’s food day!  Check out 
the picture of the Habitat food crew.   

There are still opportunities to volunteer.  People of 
all skill levels are welcome, men and women!   To 
sign up for the build go to https://tinyurl.com/
faithfulbuilders2019.  Here is the build schedule for 
the remainder of the year: 

The Walls are up,  
the Roof is on and  
the Doors & Windows are in! 

mailto:jmhohenst@gmail.com
mailto:scott@movingpartsllc.com
https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilders2019
https://tinyurl.com/faithfulbuilders2019


Brush Up Nebraska Another Way to Help Your Neighbor 

Joel Christensen and Jay Schroeder were St. Paul’s Coordinators for 
Brush-Up Nebraska 2019 
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Faith in Action CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  7 

St. Paul’s sponsored a team of 
painters for the 2019 Brush-Up 
Nebraska “Paint-A-Thon” on Sat-
urdays, August 10 and 17.  This 
year St. Paul’s teamed with Hope 
Presbyterian for Brush-Up, which 
is something neither have done 
previously.  By doing this we 
were able to paint a house and 
garage that needed more work.  
The house and garage we worked 
on needed a lot of scraping and 
paint primer.  We also did some 
wood work repair and roof drain-
age repair.  Between St. Paul’s 
and Hope, we had 18 workers on 
the 10th and 20 on the 17th and 

Helping our Neighbors through Brush-Up Nebraska 

St. Paul’s Volunteers:  Gary McDonald, Cory Juma, Ron Luedke, Chad Blacketer, Carlie Christensen*, Phil Hough, Aaron Christensen, Ben 
Christensen, Scott Custard*, Jeff Hohenstein, Scott Urbach*, Ted Luedke*, Tim Floro, Jerry Johnson, Jay Schroeder*, Joel Christensen*. 

*Volunteers who worked both days. 

were done both days by early 
afternoon.  We did about 200 
hours total work for the home 
owner. 

The World Herald visited our site 
on the 17th and several of our 
group were featured in the Sun-
day paper!   

On prep day, Hope Presbyterian 
provided lunch:  chicken, salads, 
desserts, and drinks.  On paint 
day, St. Paul’s provided Runzas, 
and Hope provided two salads. 

We would like to give a big 
THANK YOU to those that helped 
make the project a success!. 
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Faith in Action CONTINUED FROM  PAGE  8 

A “Fun” Raiser 
Wine and Beer Tasting and Fellowship Event 

Sunday, Sept. 15, 2019         3-5 pm  
     at Thunderhead Brewery at 13304 W. Center Road 

 Funds will be used to support the Weekend Backpack Program thru the Food Bank 

 

Continuing St. Paul’s theme of helping our neighbors, our small group decided to sup-
port the Backpack Program which provides children with meals during weekends and 
school vacations. This is a great opportunity for you to support this good cause, meet 
new people and share in fellowship. Please join us whether beer, wine or tea is your 
beverage of choice. Spread the word that this fun activity is happening on September 
15th. See you there! 

Sponsored by St. Paul’s Renken Small Group : Jay & Sue Schroeder, Doug & Bev 
Renken, Phil & Barb Hough, Jim MacDonald & Marie Witthoft, Jerry & Naomi Warner  

(Doug & Bev Renken: 402-895-4635 or 402-740-5367) 

Bring an appetizer to share 

$20 per person includes wine or beer samples, information, 
and door prizes 

Ticket Sales-August 17th  -  September 8th 
Available before or after services at St. Paul’s  

or in the office during the week 402-895-3366 

Come for fun, fellowship and  
support a great cause! 

 
Adult Bible Study  
Begins September 26 

The adult bible study will begin on 
September 26th through November 
21 (No session on 10/31). Each ses-
sion will be from 6:30-8:00 pm and 
consist of a group video presenta-
tion followed by small group discussion.   A study 
guide book is available for $10.00 or an eBook op-
tion is available at various web sites.   The book is 
recommended but not required.  An information 
table with specifics about the study, registration 
for the class and books for purchase will be availa-
ble in the commons starting September 7th.   

Get ready for a new adventure!  God has great 
things in store for you, and as you travel the lands 
of the New Testament, he will reveal himself to 
you in ways you might not expect! So be open to 
what he is doing in your life . . . as you learn more 
about The New Testament You Never Knew.   The 
Spirit of the Living God is longing to whisper fresh 
truth into your ears.  For additional questions, 
please contact Colleen Christensen at 
crchrist51@gmail.com. 

 

St. Paul’s hosts a free meal for members of the 
community  every month.  The meal is served 
from 11:30-12:30.  Everyone is welcome to 
come, including members of St. Paul’s.  Please 
share this information with your friends, col-
leagues and on your social media.   

Our next meals are  

September 28 
October  26 

November 23 
Would you like to be a part of this ministry?  
Consider volunteering for one or both shifts.   

For more information, contact Maia 
Young at maiayoung@icloud.com. 

mailto:crchrist51@gmail.com
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Faith in Action CONTINUED   FROM  PAGE  9 

 

The Altar Guild needs some 
new volunteers.  Several of our 
volunteers have “retired” after 
many years on the Altar Guild 
so we need help.  It is not a ma-
jor commitment of time! 

What will you do?  One (1) time 
a year, two (2) times a month a 
team of two people will order 
and pick up the communion 
bread at Great Harvest Bread 
Company.  Then on the Satur-
day of the first weekend and 
the Saturday of the third week-
end of your month you will 
come to the church and fill the 
communion trays with wine and 
grape juice.  On the following 
Wednesday you will set up for 
mid-week services. You will set 
up the altar for communion and 
place the baskets for the aco-
lytes in the sanctuary.   

YOU WILL BE TRAINED before 
you have to do this.  Other peo-
ple will set out the elements for 
the other services each week-
end. 

Volunteer by calling:  Nancy Steil 
at 402-214-8037 and leave a 
message or contact the church 
office. 

 

Sanctuary Church Forums to be held 
September 14 & 15 

Join us either Saturday, September 14th after service in the Commons 
or between services on Sunday, September 15th in the Family Life 
Center to learn and discuss what the ELCA’s declaration means to us 
at St. Paul’s and give your input on how we want to live this out in 
our congregation.  Below is the letter from Bishop Maas with a brief 
explanation.  For more information go to https://download.elca.org/
ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/
ELCA_SanctuaryDenomination_TalkingPoints.pdf?
_ga=2.227459485.12806373.1566843554-1086092315.1566604881  

Altar Guild: 
Would You Join Us? 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_SanctuaryDenomination_TalkingPoints.pdf?_ga=2.227459485.12806373.1566843554-1086092315.1566604881
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_SanctuaryDenomination_TalkingPoints.pdf?_ga=2.227459485.12806373.1566843554-1086092315.1566604881
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_SanctuaryDenomination_TalkingPoints.pdf?_ga=2.227459485.12806373.1566843554-1086092315.1566604881
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_SanctuaryDenomination_TalkingPoints.pdf?_ga=2.227459485.12806373.1566843554-1086092315.1566604881


TCA Partners with St. Paul's for New Playground 
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Trinity Classical Academy (TCA) approached St. Paul's 
Facility Team with the idea to replace our playground.  
They researched what was needed, raised the money 
and paid for the new Play Ground Equipment.  The cost 

of the large Double Fort with the connecting walkway was $10,225.   

St. Paul’s members then went to work on the project.  Barry Teel (and 
his crew) removed and hauled away the old play set, trimmed the oak 
tree branches, picked up, delivered and paid for 10 tons of pea gravel. 
Many thanks, Barry!  

Gary McDonald, project manager, John Bourne,  Joel Christensen, An-
drew Pullman, Harold Cowan and Ardis McDonald helped with the rest 
of the work including spreading the pea gravel. 

Thanks to everyone that helped on the project and thanks to Sara 
Brertzke, Terra Burt, and Lauren Klute from TCA for their help and fi-
nancial support.   Together we make a great team! 

Before 



Pool Party! 
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Emily Dalen is Director of Faith Formation.  Contact Emily at edalen@splcomaha.org 

Faith Formation  
BY  EMILY  DALEN 

 Are you serving in Faith For-
mation Ministries this Fall? If 
so, we’d love to pray for you 
and commission you during 
worship services. Join us on 
Wednesday, September 4 or 
Sunday, September 8 at 10:30 
am. 

 
Are you a parent of a 3-year-
old? We’d love to welcome him 
or her to Sunday School on Sun-
day, September 15 at the 10:30 
am worship service. We will cel-
ebrate this milestone and pre-
sent your child with their very 
own Bible.  

 

Do you have a 6th grade stu-
dent that will start Confirma-
tion this year? If so, plan to 
join Emily on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11 at 7:15 pm in the 
Library. 

 

Interested in having a baptism 
at St. Paul’s or just learning 
more about baptism? Plan to 
attend the class on Sunday, 
September 15 at 9:45 am in the 
Chapel. 

It was a beautiful night to connect generations and have some fun at the July Pool Party at the Zorinsky 
Waterpark! 
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November 15-26, 2020, Pastor Paul will be leading a 
group to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, Abraham, 
Peter, and Paul.  This once-in-a-lifetime adventure in 
faith will visit key locations in the history of God’s 
people.  We will visit Capernaum where Jesus spent 
the first two years of his three-year mission; Magda-
la, the hometown of Mary Magdalene, with its beau-
tiful chapel and newly-discovered harbor, as well as 
a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee; Bethany/Mount of 
Olives, home of Mary and Martha; we will descend 
from there along the path of the first Palm Sunday.   
We will also visit Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus 

 

E 
mshoff, Wilbert E. Age 91 Omaha. Passed 
away on July 24, 2019. Wilbert was born 
in Avoca, NE on November 2, 1927 to the 

late John and Matilde (Koester) Emshoff. He 
proudly served his country in the United States 
Air Force and worked as a Corporate Pilot for Pe-
ter Kiewit and Warren Buffett. Wilbert is survived 
by his wife, Leora; daughters, Peggy Cox (Bill), 
and Debbie Schug (Mark); sons, Randy Emshoff 
(Janet), and Keith Emshoff (Terry); 5 grandchil-
dren; and 3 great-grandchildren. He was preced-
ed in death by his parents; Funeral services were 
on Tuesday July 30, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church.  

B 
ishop, Irene January 11, 1921 - July 26, 
2019 Omaha. Preceded in death by hus-
band of 58 years, Richard P. Bishop; great

-grandson, Rick Dobesh; son-in-law, Bob Stewart; 
and daughter-in-law, Rhonda Bishop. Survived by 
daughters: Jo Stewart of Omaha, and Nancy Bish-
op of Culver City, CA; sons: Rick (Barb) of Omaha, 
and Steve of Omaha; 11 grandchildren; and 19 
great-grandchildren. Funeral Services were  
Wednesday, July 31 in Omaha. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage November 2020 

and the hometown of Ruth and Boaz; and of course, 
Jerusalem, with all its history and meaning for Chris-
tians, Jews and Muslims.   

These are just a few of the traditional places we will 
go, and I promise you will never read the Bible the 
same way again.  This pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
will be my fifth time, and each time I discover and 
learn more about God’s amazing works and wonder.   

The cost is $3,799. This includes round trip travel 
from Omaha, entry into all sites, breakfast and din-
ner, and lodging in 4- and 5-star hotels.  As pilgrims 
to the Holy Land you will find a heartfelt welcome by 
Palestinians and Israelis alike. 

If you are at all interested, contact Pastor Paul.  The 
sign-up deadline is February 15, 2020.  I promise you 
this will be an adventure of faith that will change 
you in remarkable ways as a follower of Christ.    

Dead Sea Scrolls 

Sea of Galilee 



 Sharing Christ’s Message to Transform All Generations                                                                                                                                                                                                  16 

 

Coffee with the Council 

September 7th after 5:30 service 

September 8th between services 

St. Paul’s Council 
Jared Collins, President  

Tom Wilson, Vice President 

Katie Mauseth, Secretary 

Mark Giesmann, Treasurer 

Susie Stieren 

Christine Karloff 

Jeff Hohenstein 

Council Highlights 
SUBMITTED  THIS  MONTH  BY  JEFF  HOHENSTEIN,  COUNCIL MEMBER 

The Council met on Tuesday, Au-
gust 13, and all council members 
and Pastor Paul were in attend-
ance.  Jeff led the devotion which 
was based on John:10, where 
Jesus describes himself as the 
Good Shepherd who lays down 
his life for the sheep.  The devo-
tion challenged us to ask our-
selves if we are being good 
sheep.  Are we following the 
Good Shepherd as we ought to 
be?  

Dennis Stieren presented the Fi-
nance Report and explained the 
layout and content for the new 
council members.  We met our 
income for the month of July, 
and our expenses were less than 
what was budgeted, so overall, 
we had a positive month.  How-
ever, overall giving for the year-
to-date is still well below budget.   

With the addition of three new 
council members last month, this 
is the time of year for the elec-
tions of the Council Executive po-
sitions (President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer).  Susie 
indicated that she did not wish to 
serve as President for her last 
year on council.  She has served 
as President for the last three 
years.  Thank you, Susie!  Jared 
Collins accepted the nomination 
for President and was approved 
by all council members.  Tom 
Wilson accepted the nomination 
for Vice President and was ap-
proved by all council members.  
Katie Mauseth accepted the 
nomination for Secretary and was 
approved by all council members.  
Mark Giesmann accepted the 

nomination for Treasurer and 
was approved by all council 
members.   

Other highlights from the 
meeting: 

• New members will be wel-
comed at the August 25 ser-
vice.  Approximately 20 new 
members from 10 families will 
be joining St. Paul’s.  

• Pastor Paul talked about the 
recent ELCA Church wide As-
sembly decision to declare our 
denomination a “sanctuary 
church body”.  Pastor Paul en-
courages all of us to discuss 
this recent decision with hon-
esty and openness.  More in-
formation on this can be found 
on the ELCA website.  

• The Council Retreat will be 
held at Camp Carol Joy Holling 
September 6 & 7.  Content and 
intentions of the retreat were 
discussed.  Pastor Paul will 
work on a plan for the retreat 
to involve both council and 
staff.   

• Pastor Paul brought us a re-
quest from Mosaic to rent our 
basement facilities daily (8-
9am and 12:30-3pm) for their 
Day Service program.  They 
have recently lost the space 
they were using.  Concerns 
were raised about space usage 
interfering with TCA space us-
age.  Mosaic will present us 
with more information before 
we make a decision.   

• Tom called our attention to the 
concert Erin is coordinating at 

the end of September.  This 
concert promises to be a won-
derful community event, and 
we overwhelmingly encourage 
our congregation to attend.   

• There have been recent discus-
sions with TCA to review the 
contract regarding space us-
age.  Some discrepancies were 
noted that will require written 
changes within the document.  
TCA will submit a proposal to 
request space usage outside of 
the contract which may require 
additional payments. 

• The LEAD program (Living Eve-
ryday As Disciples) was dis-
cussed.  Council and Staff will 
take LEAD’s Readiness Survey, 
and we will also ask the Con-
gregation to take the 
“Congregational Assessment” 
before proceeding with any 
further consulting. 
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From St. Paul’s Library 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  18 

Have you visited the library re-
cently?  You will see some chang-
es!  Soon you will see new books 
arriving on the shelf labeled 
“Book Club Selections”. 

The Book Club selected the books 
for the 2019-2020 year.  The se-
lections, chosen by members at 
the August meeting, will soon be 
purchased and available for 
checkout.  Hopefully you will bor-
row one or more and possibly 
join the Book Club on the second 
Wednesday of the month when 
the book is discussed. 

On the shelf above the Book Club 
shelf you can find the selections 
read during the last few years. 

September 10, the 
St. Paul’s Book 
Club will be dis-
cussing A Gentle-
man in Moscow, 
by Amor Towles.  
Count Alexander 
Rostov, an aristo-
crat in Russia, is 
the subject of a Bolshevik tribu-
nal and is sentenced to house 
arrest.  The location of confine-
ment is Hotel Metropol across 
Red Square from the Kremlin!  
However, luxury is not part of the 
confinement plan.  

The question explored in this 
novel - “What makes us who we 
are?”  With the assistance of oth-
er characters, Rostov discovers a 
better understanding of aspects 
of life such as pleasure and pur-

With fall in the air, it might be a 
great time to stop by the library 
and choose a new book to read 
in your free time. A couple of 
books you might consider are: 

The Worst Hard Time by Timothy 
Egan 
Timothy Egan is a 
national enter-
prise reporter for 
the New York 
Times.  He is the 
author of four 
books and the 
recipient of sev-
eral awards, in-
cluding the Pulitzer Prize. 

The dust storms that terrorized 
America’s High Plains in the dark-
est years of the Depression were 
like nothing ever seen before.  In 
The Worst Hard Time, Timothy 
Egan tells the epic story of this 
environmental disaster and its 
impact on the communities 

stricken with 
fear and choked 
by dust in the 
“dirty thirties.” 
John Steinbeck 
gave voice to 
those who fled 
the Dust Bowl in 
his masterpiece, 
The Grapes of 

Wrath.  This is the story of those 
who stayed and survived. The 
Worst Hard Time is a powerful 
cautionary tale about the dan-
gers of trifling with nature.  

Please consider reading the mys-
tery from the four-book series by 
Terri Blackstock; 
Cape Refuge, Southern Storm, 
River’s Edge and Breaker’s Reef.  

Breaker’s Reef begins when a fa-
mous mystery writer moves to 
Cape Refuge.  

Ex-con Sheila Caruso, mother to 
Sadie and Caleb, is thrilled to get 
a job working for him.  But when 
a teenage girl is found murdered, 
Sheila discovers that a scene in 
one of the eccentric writer’s nov-
els matches the crime scene . . .  
exactly! Secrets are uncovered 
while lessons are learned about 
the sins of the fathers being visit-
ed upon their children.  Will the 
consequences of Sheila’s poor 
choices in life be fatal, or is there 
redemption and mercy for her 
and her children? 

Looking for some-
thing historical 
and non-fiction?  
Please check out 
The Wright Broth-
ers by award-
winning author 
David 
McCullough. On a 
winter day in 1903, on the re-
mote Outer Banks of North Caro-
lina, two unknown brothers from 
Ohio changed history. The age of 
flight had begun with the first 
heavier-than-air powered ma-
chine carrying a pilot. 

“David McCullough captures the 
marvel of what the Wrights ac-
complished and, just as im-
portant, the wonder felt by their 
contemporaries” says Roger Low-
enstein of The Wall Street Jour-
nal. 

Come in, check out the library 
and its new look, and check out a 
book, CD or DVD while you are 
there! 

From the Book Club: 
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Pastor Paul’s Movie, Media & Book Reviews 

“Once Upon a time in Holly-
wood” - rated R for Violence and 
language; currently in theaters, 
soon to be on DVD and Pay-per-
view.  This Tarantino version of 
history is well told and uses mu-
sic, symbols, and media of the 
late sixties to tell the story in a 
radically different way.  There are 
both real and fictional characters 
in this tale of brokenness, faith-
fulness, violence and redemp-
tion.  This film is not for everyone 
and clearly the violence and the 
language will not be acceptable 
to many.  But I have to say I en-
joyed the movie and was remind-
ed that a good storyteller can 
change perceptions.  If you watch 
this film we should talk.   

1/2 

From the Book Club CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  17 

“Hobbs and Shaw” - rated PG-13 
for violence and adult situations; 
currently in the theaters, soon to 
be on DVD and Pay-per-view.  So, 
the Fast and Furious series has 
another version for us to view.  
Well, it is not deep, but it is en-
tertaining and not boring.  Good 
versus evil, teamwork versus su-
per bad guy, girl is just as tough 
as the guys, and family issues.  I 
don’t think I forgot anything.  The 
outcome and the characters are 
quite predictable, but no less fun.  
If you want to watch a movie that 
doesn’t take a lot of thought and 
just get thrilled by the action, this 
one is for you.  After you watch 
this movie, you need to rest and 
get your strength back.   

“Lion King” - Rated PG for intensi-
ty and drama; currently in the 
theaters, DVD release date be-
tween Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. This is a great story; great 
music, the film stayed true to the 
animated storyline, and just a 
good movie all around.  It had my 
grandkids singing songs from it 
after they watched the movie.  I 
guess I don’t have to explain this 
wonderful tale of the circle of 
life, struggle of self-identity and 
self-worth, good versus evil, and 
how there is always someone in 
the family one has to be careful 
of.  After you watch this movie, 
you can sing all you want!      

pose. 

“Terrific;” “Irresistible;” 
“Gripping;” “Fabulous;” all are 
descriptors of Towles’ works.  
You are encouraged to read the 
novel and join us for tea, coffee, 
and a treat at 10:00 am in the 
church library on the second 

Wednesday of each month for a 
lively discussion. 

October’s selection is Before We 
Were Yours by Lisa Wingate. Oth-
er books selected are: The Things 
We Do For Love by Kristin Han-
nah;  Finding the Bright Side by 
Shannon Bream; Raspberry Dan-

ish by Jo Anne Fluke; Summer of 
69 by Elin Hilderbrand; The Flight 
Girls by Noelle Salazar; The Good 
Neighbor by Maxwell King; Where 
the Crawdads Sing by Delia Ow-
ens; Married to a Bedouin by 
Marguerite van Geldermalsen; 
and Rebecca by Daphne Du Mau-
rier. 
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Second Mile Offering 
Being a Good Neighbor 
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402-895-3366 
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be submitted to Lynda Nicholson at  

Sower@splcomaha.org 

 

 

 

This month we have the opportunity to reach out to 
two important groups of people.   

The first is col-
lege-age youth 
at the University 
of Nebraska at 

Lincoln, Kearney, and Omaha, Chadron State, South-
east Community College in Beatrice, Peru State, 
Northeast Community College Norfolk, Wayne State, 
and Western Nebraska Community College 
Scottsbluff.  The Lutheran Campus Ministries at 
these nine institutions reach out to individuals 
through programs including: worship, faith develop-
ment, Bible studies and discussions, vocational dis-
cernment experiences, community service and out-
reach activities, mission trips, congregational in-
volvement, and pastoral care. The NE Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministry is an agency of the Nebraska Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  Its mis-
sion is to invite individuals in academic settings into 
the ministry of Jesus Christ through a variety of op-
portunities and settings encouraging their devel-

opment as disciples of Christ.  There will be a Sec-
ond Mile offering for Lutheran Campus Ministry on 
September 7/8. 

On the weekend of September 20/21, the Second 
Mile Offering will contribute to the outreach minis-
try of Community Meals served at St. Paul’s.  This 
ministry has grown, and this summer saw a major 
jump in attendance of individuals from Millard and 
the Omaha Community.  These funds purchase the 
food for the free meal we serve on the monthly in 
the Family Life Center (usually the last Saturday of 
the month, but not always).  We hope to also be 
able to supplement the bags of food we provide to 
each family with some perishable items like bread, 
milk and eggs.  In continuing to grow this program, 
we know having the food pantry encourages attend-
ance and helps to address the problem of hunger 
beyond the free Saturday meal. 

Thank you for your generosity as we follow Christ by 
being disciples and reaching out to care for others. 

 

  I have an update from Faith Bi-
ble Study concerning items still 
needed for the layettes: pre-
folded diapers (they are double 
cloth with a panel of extra thick-
ness in the middle).  And really, 
really needed are sleepers with-
out the feet!!!  Contact Bev 
Renken with these items 
402-895-4635.                                    

 Items for school kits are also still 
being collected. A good chance to 
watch Back to School Sales.  

Thanks to all of you for your con-
tributions to these projects!! 
What terrific ways to be part of 
the intergenerational life here at 
St. Paul’s! 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

September, 2019 

ST.PAUL’S EVENTS 
 
Church Council Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Mon. 9 
Church Staff Meetings   9:30 a.m.  Tue. 3, 10, 17, 24 
Faith Bible Study    1:00 p.m.  Thu. 12 
Faith in Action Team Meeting 6:30 p.m.   Tue. 17 
Finance Team Meeting   6:30 p.m.  Thur. 5 
Grace Circle    6:30 p.m.  Mon. 23 
Hope Circle    1:00 p.m.  Thur. 19 
Library in the Commons   8:00 a.m.  Sun. 8 
Library Team Meeting   9:30 a.m.  Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Love Circle    11:30 a.m. Wed. 18 
Memorial Committee Meeting  1:30 p.m. Mon. 16 
Mission Quilters    9:00 a.m. Mon. 9, 16, 23, 30 
Monday Night Quilters   6:30 p.m. Mon. 9, 16, 23, 30 

 
 
MEMBER CARE 
 
Cards in the Commons  12:30 p.m. Tue. 10, 24 
Exercise Class     8:15 a.m.  Mon. 9, 16, 23, 30 
     8:15 a.m.  Fri.  6, 13, 20, 27 
Health Ministry Team Meeting  6:30 p.m.  Mon. 9 
Home Communion at Millard Manor   11:00 a.m. Thu. 5 
Tai Chi          9:00 a.m.  Tue.  3, 10, 17, 24 
  9:00 a.m.  Thu. 5, 12, 19, 26 

 
 
EDUCATION SCHEDULE 
 
6th Grade Confirmation Orientation  7:00 p.m.  Wed.  11 
Baptism Class    9:30 a.m.  Sun. 15 
Cross & Heart Kids   7:00 p.m.  Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study             11:00 a.m. Tue. 6, 13, 20, 27 
Thursday Morning Bible Study            10:00 a.m. Thu. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Thursday Morning Bible Study              6:30 a.m. Thu. 5, 12 
Wednesday Morning Book Club          10:00 a.m. Wed. 11 
 
 
 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Choir for Christ   7:00 p.m.    Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 

Worship Team Rehearsal   4:30 p.m.  Sat. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Worship Team Rehearsal   8:00 p.m.  Wed. 4, 11, 18, 25 
 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE 
 
“Church Chat” Deadline  9:00 a.m.   Mon. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
“Connection” Deadline  12:00 p.m. Sat. 21 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 5:30 p.m.   Sat. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Sunday Worship Service   9:30 a.m.   Sun. 1 
    8:30 a.m.    Sun. 8, 15, 22, 29 
                10:30 a.m.   Sun. 8, 15, 22, 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Wine and Beer Tasting and Fellowship Event 
Sunday, Sept. 15 from 3-5 p.m. 

At Thunderhead Brewery 
 
 

The New Testament You Never Knew  
Bible Study 

Thursday, Sept. 26 6:30 p.m. 



September 1—9:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Andi Anneberg 

Communion-Sue Kuehl, Linda Kuehl, 

Arley & JoAnne Thompson, 

Jodie DeSordi, Denise Winter 

Doug & Bev Renken,  

Greeter-Doug & Bev Renken 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-Katie & Shannon Mauseth 

Reader-Sally Runge 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-John Snowdon 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 

Seth Zentner, Harry Seebold 

 

September 7—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sean Simmons 

Greeter-Sid Rames 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Bev Steinbaugh 

Video-Tammy Baumann 

Audio-Willie Baumann 

Ushers-Denny Verdick, 

Keith Simmons 

 

September 8—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteers Needed 

Cantor-Erin Rodgers 

Greeter-Patrick Runge, Sally Runge 

Hospitality-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Allen Darell 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Volunteer Needed 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Gary Winter, Seth Zentner 

 

September 8—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Grant Renken 

Greeter-Jim & Mary Jo Larson, 

Larry & Gloria Bartels 

Hospitality-Ted & Donna Luedke 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Ted Luedke 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bryan Kreun 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, Brock Flowers, 

John Bourne, Jay Schroeder 

 

September 14—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Carolyn Badtke, Marie Witthoft, 

Jim MacDonald 

Greeter-Bev Steinbaugh 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Jodi DeSordi 

Video-Volenteer Needed 

Audio-Jayson Swope 

Ushers-Dave Smith, Russ Owens 

 

September 15—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-John Schumacher 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, Allen Darell 

Arley & JoAnn Thompson 

Greeter-Karen Hansen, Nancy Steil 

Hospitality-Steve & Nancy Steil 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Patrick Runge 

Video-Renate Witt 

Audio-Arno Neben 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger, 

Bill Averman, Harry Seebold 

 

September 15—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Communion-Doug Rothgeb, 

Jennifer Collins, Donna Lesley, 

Fred & Suzie Sagedal, 

Jan Wilson, Judy Petersen, 

Lynda Nicholson 

Greeter-Jason Querry Family 

Hospitality-Harvey & Carol Applegate 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Jennifer Collins 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Cheryl Franko 

Ushers-Cory Juma, John Keim, 

Scott Custard, Gary McDonald 

 

September 21—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sean Simmons 

Greeters-Karla Neemann 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Vicky Marquardt 

Video-Tammy Baumann 

Audio-Willie Baumann 

Ushers-Dennis Verdick, 

Keith Simmons 

 

September 22—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Janet Henthorn 

Greeter-Ina Averman, Fran Witt 

Hospitality-Marvin & Corinne Wastell 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Janet Henthorn 

Video-Linda Kuehl 

Audio-Jim Kuehl 

Ushers-Norm Bensinger, John Kuehl,  

Spencer Witt, Bill Averman 

 

September 22—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-Chris & Teri Cain, 

Stephanie Martin, Sharla Fitzgerald 

Hospitality-Phil & Barb Hough 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Barb Hough 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-John Snowdon 

Ushers-Jeff Hohenstein, John Keim, 

Alex Williams, Brock Flowers 

 

September 28—5:30 p.m. 

Acolytes-Sean Simmons 

Greeter-Mary Holland 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Marie Witthoft 

Video-Sid Rames 

Audio-Jim Rames 

Ushers-Gary Norenberg, 

Todd Whitham 

 

September 29—8:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Cantor-Kristin Ronnenkamp 

Greeter-Gary & Denise Winter 

Hospitality-Cal & Anna Mae Wamre 

Prayers-Volunteer Needed 

Reader-Harold Cowan 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bill Koile 

Ushers-John Kuehl, Norm Bensinger 

Bill Averman, Harry Seebold 

 

September 29—10:30 a.m. 

Acolytes-Volunteer Needed 

Greeter-5th Grade Students 

Hospitality-Toni Flermoen 

Prayers-5th Grade Students 

Reader-5th Grade Students 

Video-Volunteer Needed 

Audio-Bryan Kreun 

Ushers-Scott Urbach, Scott Custard, 

Gary McDonald, Cory Juma 

Worship Servants for September, 2019 

If you are unable to serve on the date you are scheduled, please find your substitute and then  
notify the church office at 402-895-3366. 


